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Restaurateurs’ Private Probe on Why 


Class Spenders Shun N.Y. World’s Fair 


+ 





By ABEL GREEN | 


A group of cafe and restaurant | 
men, with show biz background, | 
have been doing an unofficial sur- | 
vey of the N. Y. World’s Fair on | 
their own, with an eye to perhaps | 
resuscitating the class eatery busi- | 
ness at the Fair this season, and | 
more directly with a view to cor- | 
rect many admitted evils next year. 
That is, if there is a holdover year, 
at least so far as the foreign pa- 


vilions are concerned, what with Eu- | 


ropean war clouds, 


From the conclusions, so far, it’s | 


patent that if*half the showmanship 
manifested around Broadway 
transplanted to the Fair, it would 
interpret itself in plenty b.o. As it 
is, the findings state, it’s a wonder 
that a spot like the French pavilion, 
for instance, enjoyed the bullish 
vogue that it did for so many weeks, 
despite the fact that the food is al- 
most literally thrown at the cus- 
tomers, service is haphazard, prices 
steep and disproportionate, etc. Its 
major saving grace, of course, was 
and still is the French pavilion’s ex- 
traordinarily choice location on the 
Court of Nations, with a pluperfect 
vantage point for the nightly illumi- 
nated water display and fireworks. 


Basically, the class restaurants 
seem to have tackled things the 
wrong way. The Russian pavilion, 


which spent a couple of million to 
propagate good will for the soviet 
idea, failed to build up the idea of 
caviar, vodka, etc., and, when the 
cafe society crowd did make an at- 


| 
were | 


tempt to get in, was curtly told (1) | 


no reservations are accepted, pre- 
sumably on the theory that that’s an 
snobbery inconsistent 
with sovietism; and (2), when a meek 
American diner-out would become 
(Continued on page 40) 


aristocratic 


Alec | Builds 
Up to $1,000 Nightly 


From $359 Weekly 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Not long ago a $350 a week 
nitéry act, Alec Templeton, the blind 
pianist-comedian, has been built up 
by the varieties and radio into a 
major concert personality. He has 
been set for a string of bookings as 
a guester with symphony orchestras, 
his salary ranging from $600 to $1,- 
000 a night. His itinerary will in- 
clude Portland, Ore., San Francisco, 


SO 


Dallas, San Antonio, Rochester, De- | 


troit, Boston, Philadelphia and 
Providence, appearing with each of 
these town’s symphs. 

_ Music Corp. of America is also lay- 
ing out a string of solo concert ap- 
bearances. These dates will be han- 
dled by Templeton to give the audi- 
€nce strictly classical music for the 
first half, and coming back after in- 
termission with modern impressions 
and novelty compositions the 
piano, a la his more popular radio 
and cafe act. 


on 


| 


> 
> 





Diamond in the Rough 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

Alcatraz Island as an all-year 
outdoor recreation center? It’s 
an idea of San Francisco’s Mayor 
Angelo J. Rossi, expressed in a 
letter to Attorney-General Frank 
Murphy, thanking latter for his 
attempts to change site of pres- 
ent Federal penitentiary. 

‘We have the most beautiful 
harbor in the world,’ wrote 
Rossi, ‘marred only by the reali- 
zation that the gem set in its 
waters should house the nation’s 
most desperate criminals.’ 





English Leading 
Men in U.S. Would 





| 





Be Hit by a War 


| 
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PAGT REPORTED 
UFFERED 104 AG 


Peformer Heads Deny Re-| 
ceiving Bid, but $500,000 | 
‘War Chest’ Ready—Lewis’ | 

First Direct Bid for Show | 

Biz—Has Some Radio and 

Writer Control, but 


Limited 


+> 





VERTICAL CHARTER 


If the Associated Actors & Art- 
istes of America withdraws from | 
the American Federation Labor, 
the Congress for Industrial Organi- | 
zation is ready to offer the per- | 
former union unlimited financial 
and organizational backing. The CIO 
would use the alliance to launch a/ 
major drive in the entertainment 
industry, heretofore 


AFL stronghold. 


of 


an impregnable 


| 


Although Four A's officials claim 
no overtures have been made, CIO 
representatives were in Atlantic 


City last week during the AFL ex- 


ecutive council hearing of the actor- 
stagehand union dispute. It has been 
positively confirmed from CIO 


sources that the organization is will 
ing to give the Four A’s a $500,000 
‘war chest,’ the full force of its or- 


| Zanizing resources, plus the active co- 


Growing possibility of war in Eu-| 
rope is Causing sume uneasiness in 
show biz circles Fear is that if 
hostilities break out a number of 
English players on Broadway and 
the Coast would rush back to Lon- 
don to join the army. In several 


cases actors are known to have made 
tentative preparations for just such 
action. 

faymond Massey, currently doing 


the title part in the film version of 


operation of its craft and industrial 


|unions in all branches of show 
| business. An outright offer may be 
made at anytime. 

In such a tieup, the Four A’s 
would be granted a complete verti- 
cal charter, with CIO jurisdiction 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ on the Coast, | 


a reserve officer in the Canadian 
army and would probably leave im- 
mediately, even if the picture pro- 
duction were not finished. In any 


case, his departure would seriously 
crimp plans for the road tour of the 
legit production ulthough Richard 
Gaines will have the lead in a sec- 
ond company 

The Playwrights’ Co., producers of 
‘Abe.’ has also been dickering with 
Leslie Banks for a leading part in 
the new Sidney Howard play, but 
the actor, who is now in England, 
has been reported reluctant to leave 
while the threat of war is so great. 
Banks was in the last war and seri- 

(Continued on page 26) 


Crystal Gazer Goes With 
Chintz at 9c Per Yard 


Indianapolis, Aug. 22. 
Edwards, 


his crystal 


who has been 
at various 


Sid 
doing 


seer, 
gazing 


(Continued on page »b) 


RADIO DRAMA ON 


night clubs around town, is playing 


a week at Murphy’s Five and Ten 
Cent Store. His appearance is being 
used to plug a sale of curtain ma- 
terial at 9c a yard. 

After gals get their chintz picked 
out, Edwards answers their questions 
pertaining to love, and the 


busine 
fu ra cost. 


; owt 


aL ThO CA 


ture 


CREATIVE UPSWING 
Radio, which has alway ) ’ 
great hand at borrowing from 
theatre n t year just pa i fo 
the first time ¢ ated more theatri- 
cal stuff 1a adapted (bo ) 1) 
from the stage According to fig- 
ures compiled by the TARIETY 
Rapio Directory, some 160 plays 
and 60 books and short stcries were 


the 1938- 


interval 


adapted for network use ir. 
39 season, but in this same 
no fewer than 207 plays were 
written specifically for radio. Lat- 
ter figure refers only to full-length 


dramatics, and does not include 
skits for guest stars, nor the es- 
timated 15,000 episodes hammered 


out for daytime serials. 


Impetus to this scribbling tivity 
is undoubtedly due to the rise in 
evening dramatic production (net- 
work evening drama made terrific 


gains in volume during the 1938-39 
season). Resultant competition— 
and the fear of over-working exist- 
legit classics—thus pushing 
ahead special radio dramatic writ- 


ing is 


' ing. 


0 FLIRTS WITH ACTORS 








own of 30,000, 30 Miles From H’wood, 
No. 1 Influence on U.S. Film Tastes 





What, No Black Tie? 


Instead of ‘Scram, bum, this is 

high-class jernt,’ the better- 
class Broadway restaurants offer 
a new service to coatless patrons 
these dog - days. Schrafft’s, 
Dempsey’s and other eateries 
which want to preserve the tone 
of their places, have stocked a 
line of coats which are offered 
the shirt-and-suspender gentry 
who prefer to chow coatless. 

Fair assortment of sizes and 
colors are kept on racks for 
emergencies. A bit shy at first, 
patrons are not resentful as they 
get used to the de luxe service 
offered by diplomatic waiters. 








quity Vs, Tucker 
Set for Thur. (24); 
No Gen Walkout 





Postponement of the Equity hear- 


gs on the Sophie Tucker suspen- 
sion until tomo (Thursday) 
paves the way for the clearing up of 
at least one impasse in the much 
muddled 4A’s-IATSE-AFA squabble. 
Granting Harry Richman’s request, 
‘without prejudice,’ it augurs prom- 


Ings 


rrow 


isingly for the re-establishment of 
future good relations by Miss Tucker 
with Equity and other 4A’s com- 


ponents. Suspension is 


principally on ‘disloyalty’ 


predicated 
charges 

In all events, the moot question in 
business to whether 
is over Miss Tucker’s suspension 


show any 


as 


Cii 


from ‘Leave It to Me,’ the Vinton 
Freedley musical slated to reopen 
Sept. 4, would or could spread into 
a general show biz schism, is being 
answered in the negative. Any 
walkout, shutdown or interruption 
of that musical would be restricted 
to that one show, 

General a imption that the 
Tucker-4A’s imbroglio might a meé 


proportions of a casus belli through- 
out the industry seems to have sim- 
mered down to but her own direct 
employment channels, whether this 
(Continued on page 6) 





‘Abe Lincoln’ Preem 
For G.O.P. Birthplace 


Milwaukee, Aug. 22. 

An effort is being made by local 
Republicans to stage the world pre- 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ in 
upstate Ripon in connection with the 
nationwide Republican pilgrimage to 
the birthplace of the Republican 
party in May, 

RKO-Radio studio officials, 
ready contacted, have expressed 
willingness to cooperate. 


miere of 


al- 
a 


+ 





Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

As Pomona goes, so goes Holly- 
wood. 

Will Hays long has worn a fig- 
urative as 
Cinemaland, yet when it comes to 
dictating America’s celluloid modes 
and manners, the real arbiter of the 
cinema scene is the citizenry of a 
mere dot on the inap some 30 miles 
from the celluloid capital. 

If a piece of screen business or a 
line of dialog clicks with the the- 
atre-goers included among Pomona’s 


crown emperor of all 


| 30,000 population, then chances are 
| 99-to-1 
|hattan and points N-S-E-W will give 


that ticket-buyers in Man- 
it the nod, too. But, if the Pomona 
customers sit on their hands as this 
that sequence flashes across the 
silversheet, you’ve got yourself a 
afe bet it will be rewritten and re- 


or 


wn 


| shot before the feature goes out for 


release. 

Pomona has built. itself into a 
and important position. It 
stands today as the No. 1 sneak pre- 
view location, the producers, after 
of experimentation, having 
picked it as the nearest approach to 
cross-section of the United States 
large, 

While thére are other sneak towns 
the Le Angeles area, it is to 
Pomona that studio heads take most 
of their high-budget fare for initial 
unt The Fox theatre there, 
seating capacity 1,755, is the favored 
drawing from 100 to 125 test 
‘nings annually, 

Sneak Away From Sneakville 

Occasionally, when a _ producer 
isn’t too certain of the quality of his 
product, he’ll slip into Pasadena, 
San Bernardino or Santa Ana, or 
even travel the greater distance to 
Santa Barbara, Oakland or Berkeley, 
he’s deserting Pomona only tem- 
porarily That community will be 


unique 


irs 


ye: 


oe 


it 


in Ss 


eling. 


house, 


cre 


but 


(Continued on page 24) 


How Gigit Couldn’t 
Make Grade at Last 
Wiater’s Met Auditions 


that Beniamino Gigli is cer- 
not to to the U. S., 
friends of have revealed an 
amusing trick he played on the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Co. last winter. 
Just prior to his first Fora broad- 
cast the tenor disguised himself and 
entered the Metropolitan Aud.tions 


tain return 


his 


of the Air as a contestant. 

He sang before a committee com- 
posed of an NBC representative, 
Pelletier’s secretary and John Ers- 
kine. The singer was informed that 


his voice needed more polishing, and 
that he was not ready for the Metro- 
politan 

The aria he chose for his audition 
was the ‘Dai campi, dai prati’, from 
‘Mefistofele’, the role in which he 
le his debut in the Metropolitan 


1921. 


that 
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SHORTS CHISELERS 


Film Board Still Catching 
Film Rental Gyps 


es 


$5-2-Day 
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€! h tarted H wood. Aug 2 stry’s C cht Prot n Bu- exhibs 
here of motion r S, < and M« + re t ry, says the evil Such good wil ght have served American distribs well in the rece 
r e j e t x e agreed on three r persists ¢ radic scaie if governmental iegisiation in New South Wales, which raised the state's 
sti g ‘ = es running for smaller circuit c ations. exhibitor right to reject U. S. films. 
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Possible yeen pro- | Sete 5 See for inclusion in the been Tun four days when | ith Much Kavor eatre lien 
ducers and to stife a1 assemblage. two. This 
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‘Merger came e erg ning cuts the orig- 
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methods.’ 


Carr declared he would spend 
about 30 days in Los Angeles ¢ ig 
informal statements from 1d 


) 


Announcement of Carr's ve 
gation resulted mn oper et 


before a Federal 


‘Possible restraint of trade effected 


hrough block 


) 


la ic - > 5 
leaders, to de 
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in a 
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Warners Rushing Yarn - " Zimb 


On Calif. Gambling Ships 


99 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Writers at Warners are rushing 
work on ‘Floating Trouble’ to cash 
in on the war on gambling ships off 
the California coast. 
Humphrey Bogart gets 
role, Bryan Foy producing 


neo 
i} 





Columbia Hails Two 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Columbia handed director con- 
tracts to Nick Grinde and Charles 
Chase. 
Grinde is currently piloting ‘Scan- 
dal Sheet’ « a one-picture deal 
Chase t shorts. 


mn 
Jaa 


:17 liry . 
will cdirect 
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ndividual exhibitor in 
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some*hing. Where 
juggling of 


¢ . = eerac ~writh 
VLLOWS. Fe. Way Wiin 
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1e largely to point up 
r or five theatres as 





iness. With 
I i of operation 
be reduced as high as $40 to 

over a couple of 


CHEERS EXHIBS “= 


such a gr 


be observed, according to custom. 
The principal threat is that the pe- 
‘riod between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, when business goes off, 
will be lengthened by the change 
|in the turkey holiday. If the Presi- 
|dents plan carries through there 
ijwill be a span of four weeks be- 


to be presented by U. 
general Frank Murph 

While here Murph 
dered a banquet by 
Sept. 7. 


PLENTY FILMS 
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y be ten- 
industry 
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the 





tween the two dates. 
While pictures on release on given 
weeks, 


weather conditions prevail- 
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Col. and RKO’s British production 
Films, radio, taxes sloughed French le 
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Bert Wheeler back to Broadway.... 


12 
.Page 12 
12 
Page 2 

29 


30 


S DOG 6st bees eeee 


ty 


32 
37 


IC Dz 


43 





€ i€ ( r € i 
eda | one tne ft € ‘ 
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duces Motion Picture Relief Fund dis 
aoe eee bursed $279,749 in 1938-39. an - 
crease of $81,000 over the previous 


Jean Hersholt’s 





SAILINGS vear, according to 
annual presidential report. Income, 
Sept. 7 ‘London to New York) Her- 


of radio revenues, was 

$270,381, an increase of $107,000 
Building fund, raised main) 

through the Gulf-Screen Guil 


Di. § th exclusive 
bert J. Yates, Gene 
Saal (Manhattan) 
Aug. 26 ‘(New York to 
Harold Schuster 


Autry, 


London) 
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“ . : program, amounts to $280,000. If 
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the construction of a home for agé 
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van ‘(Queen Mary). - 

Aug. 19 (New York to London) 

Stephen Gooson, Violette Cuttington, 
; Lothar Wolff (Champlain). 
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| ARRIVALS | Hollywood, Aug. 22 
Jack Cummings. producer, drew i 


. Alan Campbell, new ec 


hy Parker ntract at Metro 








Maurice Evar Marlene Dietrich, Currently he is handling ‘Broad- 
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CHANGES MUST BE MADE. 


After 14 months of conference, debate and intra-industry dis- 
cussion, the proposed new code of industry trade practice, gov- 
erning distributors and exhibitors, has been abandoned as 
legally vulnerable, based upon an analysis of the document by 
Thurman Arnold, chief of the anti-trust division of the De- 
partment of Justice. 

Any prevailing ideas, therefore, that the film industry might 
work out satisfactory rules and regulations, and set up within 
itself the machinery for self-regulation and arbitration of busi- 
ness disputes, are completely dissipated. 





working out any formula predicated on the present svstem of 
licensing and contracting for film. 


Arnold says the film industry, as presently operated, is a trust | 


in violation of Federal statutes. He made clear the Govern- 
ment’s position by filing in July, a year ago, a civil anti-trust 
action in the Southern District of New York, in which all major 
companies and some 153 individuals were named as defendants. 
For emphasis, Arnold has followed up the initial action by 
filing separate suits in various other sections of the country, 
also aimed against the majors, and in several actions he has 
included independently operated circuits of theatres, alleging 
conspiracy between their managements and the larger com- 
panies. 


In the communication to counsel for 


Arnold reiterates the premise of the 


leading companies, 


Government in all these 


actions by stating that ownership and operation of theatres by | 


producing and distributing companies results in depriving in- 


dependent theatres of pictures, to which they are rightfully en- 
titled, but are denied the privilege of negotiation. Arnold says 
the Government demands divorcement of exhibition of films 
from the functions of production and distribution. 
There is more to it than that. Chief trust-buster declares: 
“The (proposed) Code assumed that the present organi- 
zation of the motion picture industry is legal and that 
divestiture of exhibition and distribution is unnecessary. It 
therefore completely ignores the position taken by the Gov- 
ernment in the pending litigation against the maior com- 
panies . . . The proposed Code is, in effect, an elaborate 
set of trade practice provisions superimposed upon a com- 
bination of producers, distributors and exhibitors which the 
Department contends is an illegal and unreasonable 
straint of trade. While the Code appears to be voluntary 
the practical effect of its adoption under existing conditions 
might be to compel independents to comply in order to 
survive.’ 





7c- 


and this includes thousands ot independent 
theatre operators, must mark time pending trial of the antt- 
trust suit. Paul D. Williams, who is in charge of the litigation 
for the Government, has moved repeatedly to bring the issues 
to court at the earliest possible date. He has suggested trial by 
Nov. Company attorneys contends the defense will not be 
ready before next January. Bill of particulars furnished the 
companies, at the court’s behest, listed some 93 specitic viola- 
tions, involving theatre situations only. As the original com- 
plaint contained charges of restraints in the production branch, 
also, none of the defendant companies or individuals has com- 
plete information of all the acts which the Government will at 
tempt to prove as illegal restraints. They will be furnished 
soon before the trial date is set. 


Film industry, 


As if it is not enough that the defendant companies have been 
under a misapprehension about the acceptability of the Code 
what about thousands of independent theatres operators who 
have bought the new season’s product with the 
Standing that they would derive full benefits of the 10% 
and 20% cancellation provisions of the Code, once it became 
effective? Where do they stand? It appears they haven't any 
Standing at all, as regards the more lenient Code provisions. 
Individual companies are reported to be considering some 
proffers of appeasement. New season begins for all the mi ors 
on Sept. 1, and the status quo, apparently, will continue in- 


assured under 


definitely, or until final settlement of the anti-trust suits, which | 


unquestionably will be carried to the appeal courts ut iless the 
companies win a clean-cut victory at the first battle. 


This much seems certain. The issues are coming to trial. 
After nearly five years, since the fold-up of the NRA the 
industry frictions which have become public matters, so far as 


block- -booking i is concerned, at last are due for an airing in open 
court, 


Ch de, 


Win or lose, the fight will likely 
changes within the film industry. 


result in some radical 





That is, so far as | 


VARIETY a 
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WESTERNS’ B.0. STILL GOOD 








‘WORLOWIDE BIZ. 
NEAR 33,000, 000 





Peak Reached Two Years’ 
Ago, But Continues Strong 
—Doesn’t Include Recent 
‘Epics’ From the Majors 


YATES-AUTRY RETURNING 


May Make One Film in Engiand 
As Result of Tour 








London, Aug. 22. 
Herbert J. Yates and Gene Autry, 
| Republic Pictures western star, sail 
AUTRY, CASSIDY, O’BRIEN back to the U. S. Sept. 7, after a 
| three-week personal appearance tour 
|by Autry throughout England, Ire- 








The market for westerns as the land and Scotland. As a result of 


+ 


Schaefer Intent on Setting RKO 
Studio Successor to Pan Berman 


Ilollywood, Az 22. 

RKO studio will have a new exece 
utive producer within the next two 
months. Before training east Sun- 
day (20), George J. Schaefer is re- 
ported having discussed the ap- 
pointment of a successor to take 
over the post Pandro Berman is 
leaving vacant on Nov. 1. 

Previous indications were that 
the RKO prexy would remain per- 
manently in Hollywood to person- 
ally supervise the company’s pro- 


| budgeted major 


38-39 season draws to a close was a 


reached two years ago. Major dis- 
tributors with national and foreign 
exchanges, still coasting along on the | 


crest, have released thus far a total | years to go. 


of 92 westerns and 24 reissues, for an 
approximate worldwide gross busi- 
ness of $9,600,000. Independent pro- 
ducers, 


healthy one, although the peak was'! 


| 





through state-right distrib- | Fox. 


the interest created, British Lion 


: : . |} ductions. If Berman’s supervisory 
Films, Republic’s rep in England, is 


‘ “ duties can be placed in the hands 
working out a deal with Yates for) 4¢ ga capable successor, it would 


Autry to make a film in England. leave Schaefer free to devote tore 
Autry’s contract has two more | time to other affairs emanating 

On his return to the! from New York. 

U. S. he will complete one more pic- Before going to New York Schae- 

ture for Republic, after which he) fer conferred with Harold Lloyd and 

takes up his ‘Jubilo’ stint with 20th- | Herbert Wilcox on future pictures 

The English production will | these producers are to make for 


utors, released 25 new westerns and| Presumably be sandwiched in be-| RKO, 





Compilation does not include high- | 


‘epic’ productions 

with western backgrounds, such as 
‘Frontier Marshal,’ Dodge — 
‘Union Pacific,’ ‘Jesse James,’ ‘S 
coach,’ ‘Oklahoma Kid’ and Man” a 
Conquest.’ 
| Checkup reveals that among sand. | 
| ard western series Republic’s Gene 
lsidys and RKO-Radio’s 
|O’Briens are bringing top prices and 
doing the highest grosses. Of a 
| three distributors Republic, with th 
| greatest number of westerns norte 
| uled, viz., 18 Autrys, eight Roy Rog- | 
| ers and eight Mesquiteers, 
ithe biggest total gross business and 
will garner over $4,000,000 for the 
season, 

Rising Costs 

Indications point to a general in- 
clination of major companies to shy 
away from the production of west- 
erns because production costs have 
greatly increased and, with a limited 





| have no 


| quality, 


possibilities, regardless of 
the revenue obtainable is dis- 
proportionate to the percentage of 
| increase. 


Autrys, Paramount's Hop Along Cas- | 
George | 


is doing | 


six reissues, for an approximate gross | tween the next eight pictures Autry 
of $685,000, making a combined total | is 
|of over $10,000,000. 


It is for this reason that Sol Lesser | 


is said to have decided to drop pro- 
duction of his George O’Brien and} 
| Richard Arlen series. On the Harry 
Sherman Hopalong Cassidys, Par-| 
}amount has been trying for a 


| 


time to cut cost of production on this 
series, which in the past year has 
|jumped as much as 50% over pre- 
vious years. 

The exceptions have been westerns 
released by smaller national distrib- 
utors such as Republic and Mono- 
|gram, which have been able to get 
| product made at approximately one- 
third the cost of major western re- 
leases. 

Gross busines 


s this season does not 
(Continued on page 10) 


15% | 


Boxoffice of western stars mak- 
ing p.a’s. in the south has been 
spotty this summer, with Tex Rit- 
ter proving the best draw and Bob 
Baker the poorest. Chaps ’n’ spurs 
yodelers have been chiefly playing 
the Wilby-Kincey theatres, dates 
being one, two and three-niters. 

First one to make the tour this 
season was Baker, but his b.o. was 
way off. Ritter proved a better 
| traction with his Musical Tornadoes 
Roy Rogers also showed 
good draw, though his appeal lies 
chiefly with kids. However, in a 
couple of towns, Winston-Salem and 
Durham, N. C., Rogers 
near-record grosses. 

Ray Corrigan, one of the ‘Three 
Mesquiteers,’ is currently playing 
|the Wilby-Kincey houses and is just 
about getting by, 


at- 


| in assist. 


piled up 


so far as grosses 


long | 


j 


ceiling beyond which such pictures | 


| Of “wea Personaling in Dixie 


Nolan Schaefer Aide 


Five important changes in studio 
personnel were announced’ by 
Schaefer on eve of his departure for 
New York. Joseph J. Nolan, 18 
years on the lot in various capaci- 
ties, was appointed assistant to the 
president. 

Howard Benedict, studio publicity 
head, upved to a producer berth un- 
der Lee Marcus. 

Perry Leiber, 
chief, moved 
top spot. 

Bert Gilroy shifted from chief of 
shorts production to a feature unit 
|} under Marcus. 

Lou Brock, director of shorts, 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. | placed in charge of all Coast briefie 

Picture-making is no_ longer) production. 
shunned by New York’s conservative Schaefer said there will be no 
bankers as a risky business. For) further changes for the time being, 


years a stepchild in eastern finance, | 
Hollywood has become a fair-haired Call Warners For 
O’Brien Studio Suit 


set for on Republic’s 1939-40 
schedule. 


HEAVY N.Y. COIN 
GOES BESGING 
IN HWOOD 





assistant publicity 
into the department's 











spot to at least two big banks, whose 
representatives here are coaxing | 
film producers to borrow money. 


One reason is the vast surplus| Los Angeles, Aug, 22. 
piling up in Manhattan vaults for | Superior Judge Jonn Beardsley 


ordered Jack and Ann Warner to 
appear as witnesses Aug. 31 at $500,- 
000 conspiracy suit brought by Pat 
O'Brien, freelance actor, against the 


want of suitable outlets. Another 
is the growing confidence in the film 
industry as a safe investment. Banks 
are ready to finance any indie pro- 














ducer with a major release contract! studio and Pat O’Brien, contract 
land a reputation for successful pic- | player. 
tures. Served June 12, the Warners 
|moved to have the subpoenas 
. } ashed. | >} o er “¢ } 
| $1,100,000 Worth in East = out the judge overruled the 
ition. 
Having set a budget of $400,000 for 
the first of three pictures they CS — ——= = ——— 1 
produce at the Eastern Service stu | 
dio, Astoria, L. IL, John Wildberg 
and Jack Skirball will budget $350,- | 7 é, 
000 each for the second and third | 
feature, for a total over trio of || Trade Mark Registered 
$1,100,000. The financing has been '|| roUNDED RY SIME SILVERMAN 
obtained, it is understood. 1) vee Weekly by . ney eirta ene, | 
1} Sic Silverman, *resident 
Under the releasing arrangements |; 154 w est 46th Street, har Taek City 
made with Columbia, the contract | ea 
providing for the sale and distribu- | SURSCRIPTION 
tion of the three pictures is non- T Ais $10 Sissies 61 
cancellable, the deal not being sub- |) Single Copies......... 25 Cen 
ti i 
(Continued on page 10) | — 
we : 1] 120 
| Vol. 135 «igaeaaaee No. 11 | 
mis sites sha inline wale 42 
Chatter .... ieueeen 46 
Dance l3ind ...080-09 
15 Years AzZo.. ven 40 
Film Booking Chart...... 26 
Gene Autry, who recently played Film Reviews...... eee 13 
several dates in the south en route Film Showmanship....... 8 
to London, set new records in every | | H R 13 | 
: poe 
spot. Towns he played included sisgeligetivireahcnscsinc ictal Md 
Birmingham, Ala.; Anniston, Ala.; Inside- -Pictures ......... 20 
Knoxville, Tenn., and Kingsport, Inside—Radio .......c...0 30 | 
t} g j ingst “t | 
Tenn. At the Strand in Kingsport, | Internatior.al News..... 12 | 
only a 1,000-seater, the theatre | we t i. 45 | 
ac ¢ > 
grossed $1,200 on the one-day Autry egitima F PALO Reh coarser er » % 
date. }] Leiterati .....ccccee- ceccee 20 | 
Nearly all the deals with the west- || Music ........... e ewegeameeee | 
ern stars are percentage arrange- Night Clubs.............- 40-41 | 
ments, terms ranging from 40-50% Ohit : 47 
of the gross for the players. Tex Jbituary ....... sae ewnee 
Ritter, however, received $150 daily PU OON ES 6cc Suess ronnie 7 
straight through. i} PICURPGS occie cds sia eee 
Future Wilby-Kincey bookings || Radio ............-.++. ..29-37 | 
tentatively set include Smiley ||| Radio Reviews.......... « m4 
Burnette, Bob Steele and Ken May- || Radio—In‘ternational ..... 9 ¥7 | 
j » route | 
nard. T. D. Kemp, Jr., of Charlotte, ||| Summer Tryouts.....+eo. 44 | 
N.C. does the bulk of the booking ||| Unit Review. ........cece. 40 | 
6g ee ee ee oe ee ee OE ser sssencbenel 40-41 | 
‘for the southern houses. | sccadeciaeeliat epmeenimctanniaiaaaantiati ted 


| are concerned. 
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Studio Contracts 











Fe cny Seer Aug. 22. 


N. . Allied, Ousted From National iC 
Body, May Merge with ITO (Brandt) pes 
As Nucleus of 3d Exhibitors Assn. « c 


+ 








arg renewed Helen Cilbert’s 
| player ticket. 
John Howard signed for 


| year at Paramount. 


” Warners panded new composer 
,contract to Erich Wolfgang Korn- 


Thrown out of Allied States Assn., 
the parent body headed by Col. H. 
A. Cole, Allied Theatre Owners of 
New York State will continue as an 
independent organization and seek 


NO GROCERIES 


Warners Refuses Patrietic Shorts 
Customer Giveaways 





to maintain its standing, together Los Angeles, Aug. 22. | gold. 
with its membership as at present Warners refused to se}l its patri- | Universal filed moppet pacts with 
constituted. |otie shorts to a local department Billy Lenhart and Kenneth Brown. 


Max A. Cohen, N. Y. City theatre | store which has been screening a| 


Lee Katz penned new writer deal | 





operator and president of N. Y. Al- 
lied, is expected to continue at the 
head of the unit as a state associa- 
tion. Question of whether or not 
Cohen's body may not become the 
nucleus of a third national exhibitor 
organization, tieing in the Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners Assn. of N. Y. 
headed by Harry Brandt, is imme- 
diately up following the develop- 
ments of the past week. Brandt, who 
is friendly with Cohen, is known to 
have ambitions for the formation of 
a new association to cover the en- 
tire country, one that would be a 
happy medium between the insur- 
gent Allied States Assn, and the Mo- 





tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, whose membership takes 
in affiliated chains and has often 
been accused of being Hays-influ- | 
enced. 
The action of Allied States in ex- 
pelling Cohen’s New York organiza- | 
tion, one of the younger of the units | 
making up the Col. Cole- Abram | 
Myers dynasty, did not come as a’ 
complete surprise in view of the re- | 
fusal of N. Y. Allied to reject the! 
trade practices code. Previously 
when Cohen's group held its conven- 
tion in New York, there was friction 
with leaders in the parent body be- | 
cause of an attitude at that time by 
Cohen and his leaders to accept any | 
bone under the code that was laid} 
on the table bv the distributors, 
Pollied by Mail 
Directors of Allied States, polled 
by mail. voted on a motion to oust 
N. Y. Allied tor the following rea- 
sons: 


1. Failure of the New 
ization to dischar 
support the national association. 

2. Acting contrary to the policies 
of Allied States Assn. 

3. Failure to curb attacks 
and criticisms of National 
and its policies by the president and 
counsel of the New York organiza- 
tion, 

All of these charges are 
tion of Article V, Section 
constitution of national Allied, 
declared. 


York organ- 


upon 


in viola- 


Allied States has the following 
also to say about the N. Y. unit: 
‘Because of infrequent meetings 


of the board of directors, 
stitution permits 


the con- 


an independent re- 


gional association to become a mem- | 


ber of Allied by subscribing to the 
constitution and by-laws, 
action of the board at its next suc- 
ceeding meeting. The New York 
association took this initial step dur- 
ing 1938. At the January meeting 
of the board, the New York associa- 
tion was granted temporary mem- 
bership, permanent membership be- 


ing conditioned upon its acceptance | 


of a dues quota. A quota was as- 
signed which the association later 
asked to have reduced by two-thirds. 
It has made no effort to discharge 
its obligation and has refused 
consider the claim of National Allied 
for moneys advanced for organiza- 
tion purposes. Consequently, 
York Allied has never been formally 
and finally admitted to membership. 

‘Due to the peculiar status of the 
New York organization, there was 
some difference of opinion as to 
whether the appropriate 
would be to expel it or to deny its 
application for membership. While 
its 
mally accepted, the New York as- 
sociation nevertheless has been al- 
lowed representation at board meet- 
ings and the action of the board 
takes the form of an expulsion un- 
der Article V, Section 2. The or- 
ganization has clearly forfeited all 


right to the privileges of member- | 


ship. 
‘The directors regret the necessity 
for the action taken for the reason 


that numerous members of the New | 
expressed | 
themselves as being out of sympathy | 


York association have 
with the efforts of the leaders of the 
unit to embarrass and impede Na- 
tional Allied. Based upon a full ex- 
perience, however, the directors are 
convinced that a relationship of co- 


(Continued on page 24) 


ge its obligation to | 


Allied | 


| Cag 
| spots, 
Warners switched directors on two | 
2 of the| | 
it is| 
| Sherman draws 


pending | H 


series of briefies, 
tomers. 
Jack Brower, 


gratis, for its cus-| 


branch manager, 


turned down the offer on the ground | 


that Warner pictures were for lease’ 
only to bona-fide exhibitors. 





Bill Hart’s Vindication 


After 20 Yrs., Kickback 
$13,265 Trust Fund 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
Victim of a frameup 20 vears ago, 
William S. Hart was finally vindi- 
cated here in superior court. Judge 
Thomas G. Gould released a fund of 


$13,265 placed in trust by the silent | 


\film star in 1919, when he was | 


|falsely accused of being the father | 


of an illegitimate child. 


Hart explained that he did not | 


fight the suit at that time because | 


the publicity would have ruined his 
screen career. He produced docu- 
mentary evidence 
made against him by 
beth MacCaulley were 
Judge Gould called it ‘a 
dication.’ 


Miss Eliza- 
unfounded. 
belated vin- 


‘Carefree’s’ $100,000 Suit 
Hollywood, Aug 
Namson, Sol Babitz 
Rabinowiitch have filed 
$100,000 plagiarism action against 
{RKO, alleging that material from 
|their story, ‘Love on a Bet,’ was lift- 
ed bv the studio for inclusion in 
‘Carefree,’ starring Ginger Rogers. 


Bacon Directs ‘Stripes’ 


Hollywood, Aug, 22. 
Lloyd Bacon gets the directorial | 
chore on ‘Invisible Stripes,’ skeded 
to start Sept. 5 at Warners. 
ney George Raft share top 


22. 
Charles 
Joseph 


ana 


other preductions. George Amy gets 
‘Granny Get Your Gun’ and Vincent | 
‘Santa Fe.’ 


WB RE- PACTS GOULDING 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Edmund Goulding, currently pilot- 
ing ‘We Are Not Alone’ at Warners, 
was handed a new director contract. 
Next assignment is ‘All This and 
eaven Too.’ 








that the charges | 


and | 
a} 


James | 


lat Warners. 


Les Samuels renewed as scripter 
at Metro. 


Walter Wanger signed Merritt , 
pire esne to one-year cameraman 


another | 


Metro signed Carey Wilson as | 


shorts commentator. 


John Nesbit inked new 
| ticket at Metro, 
Metro handed scripting ticket to 


David Hertz. 


Leni Lynn penned player contract | 


with Metro. 


Clayton Moore, formerly Jack 
Carlton, inked player deal with Ed- 
ward Small, 

Stephens-Lang lifted moppet op- 
tion on Patsy Lee Parsons, 


Universal signed Valeska Gert, 
dancer-actress. 


Metro handed musical pact to 
Toscha Seidel. 


31 OF 36 YARNS 
AT WARNERS 
ORIGINALS 





Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Warners is concentrating on origi- 

nal stories rather than novels and 

stage plays for the 1939-40 slate. Of 


ithe 36 stories currently in the writ- 
| ing mill, 31 are bei 


ng tailored origi- 
nally for the screen, four are hand- 
me-downs from the book stalls and 
| one is a repair job from the legit. 
Studio is swinging to originals on 
|the theory that the screen has de- 
veloped its own peculiar technique, 
and that novels and stage plays are 
not essentially created for filming. 


Crawford’s M-G ‘Salute’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Joan Crawford plays a model in 





‘Salute to Courage,’ her next star- 
ring picture at Metro. Tale was 


writer 





; necessary. 
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Arnold’s Code Brushoff Last Jue 


In an exclusive interview last June, Thurman Arnold told Varirry 
just what were his and the Justice Dept’s ideas on any film trade prac- 
tice code. The story was captioned, ‘U. S. Won't Ease Up on Pix.’ on 
page 1 in the June 14 issue, published coincidentally with the Nationa! 
Allied convention in Minneapolis. 

At that time it looked as if National Allied would endorse the code, 
although subsequently rejecting it. 

Direct quotes from Variety story speak for themselves, 
stantiated exactly two months later by the special asst. U. 
general's brushoff to the general code structure. 


From VARIETY of June 14 


‘From sources close to the present administration of the anti- 
monopoly division, it is learned that acceptance by the film trade 
of the code of fair practice, and the supplementary plan of indus- 
try Self-regulation and arbitration of disputes, will have no bearing 
on present prosecution. 

‘Thurman Arnold holds the belief that divorcement of exhibition 
from producer-distributor interests offers the only solution of 
alleged violations of anti-trust statutes.... 

‘Chief reason why the anti-trust division is not interested in the 
projected plan for industry self-regulation is the conviction of de- 
partment heads that any code of fair practices, predicated upon the 
existing status quo, does not and cannot remove the fundamental 
illegalities, as the department views them. 

‘He (Arnold) states that independent producers find it practically 
impossible to obtain a satisfactory market for their film because of 
the domination by the major companies over the exhibition 
houses.... 

‘Arnold says that theatre patrons in any given community are 
not given an opportunity to exercise choice as to type of picture 
they desire to see....each community is regimented into accepting 
the kind of picture which will make the most profits on a nation- 
wide scale, even if the film is wholly contrary to the local com- 
munity taste.’ 


Text of Thurman Arnold’s Bombshell 





being sub- 
S. attor nev- 











Thurman Arnold, assistant aitorney-general in charge of the anti-trust 
division of the Department of Justice, sent the following letter to counsel 
representing major film companies outlining his views of the proposed 


| itm trade practice code. Communication was addressed to Austin C. 
| Keough, Paramount Pctures, Inc.; Robert W. Perkins, Warner Bros. Pic- 
| tures, Inc.: Richard E. Dwight, 20th-Fox; John Howley, RKO-Rad@io; J. 
Robert Rubin, Loew's, Inc. 
Washington, D. C., Aug. 17. 

‘Gentlemen: 

‘On behalf of certain major motion picture companies who are defend- 
ants in the case of United States vs. Paramount Pictures, Inc., et al... you 
submitted to the Department of Justice a draft of a Trade Practice Code 


and asked for an expression of the department’s views. 


‘The Code assumes that the present organization of the motion picture 
industry is legal and that divestiture of exhibition and distribution is un- 
It therefore completely ignores the position taken by the Gov- 
ernment in the pending litigation against the major companies. It also 
ignores the repeated statements of prosecution policy with respect to the 
moving picture industry made by the department. 

‘The proposed Code is, in effect, an elaborate set of trade practice pro- 


visions superimposed upon a combination of producers, distributors and 


| exhibitors which the department contends is an illegal and unreasonable 


| authored by Jerry Horwin and John | 


Larkin. 
I John Considine, Jr. 


, produces. 


~ Exhibs’ Pros and Cons on Code 








to | 


New | 


action | 


application has never been for- | 


O., Aug. 19. 


Cleveland, 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Independent exhibitors in this 
territory have cause to rejoice 
knowing that the terms of the dead 


Code will not be jammed down past 


their epiglottis. No ill effects are 
anticipated. 
Personally, I believe the Govern- 


ment’s action on the estimated quar- 
ter of a million dollar baby is proof 
sufficient that this sick industry 
needs a doctor with a reputation 
who can and will prescribe a proper 
remedy in the way of a fair and 
just working agreement before the 
body lays in the morgue, unidenti- 
fied. 
G. W. Erdmann, Secretary, 
Cleveland Motion Picture 
Exhibitors Assn. 
Means ‘Confusion’ 
Jacksonville, Fla.. Aug. 20. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
The failure of the Department of 
Justice to accept or approve the 
Fair Trade Practice Code between 


ithe distributors and exhibitors, and 
the decision of the distributors to 
cease further negotiation, can result 


jin only one thing, confusion and lost 


Sundry Expressions of Opinion Regret Arnold's 
Kayoing of Industry Efforts 


,confidence. This cannot be charged 
to the Department of Justice as the 
Distributor Committee knew all 
along that the Department would 
| not either approve or disapprove the 
Code. 

The last draft of the Code had no 
provision for enforcement and de- 
pended entirely on voluntary accep- 
tance of its various provisions and 
the Courts would still be open to all 
who appealed to it, therefore the 
Department would be placed in an 
impossible position in accepting the 
Code and agreeing to drop all action 
already started or which they might 


wish to start, and this is exactly 
what the distributor committee 
| wanted, otherwise why should they 


want a code in the first place. 
| We are left with only one opinion, 
the distributors wanted to use this 
Code as a trading medium with the 
Department to soft pedal suits 
against them, and also to use this 
same Code as an argument 
the Neely Bill. If you will 
read the testimony before the U. S. 
Senate Committee you wil: readily 
see that the Code was referred to 
numerous times 
(Continued on page 22) 


| of film but with respect to other trade practices. 


restraint of trade. While the Code appears to be voluntary 
effect of its adoption under 
pendents to comply in order 


the practical 
existing conditions might be to compel inde- 
to survive. 

‘In addition to the illegality of the Code in failing to provide for dives- 
titure of production and distribution from exhibition, various specific pro- 
visions of the Code are directly challenged by the Government the 
pending litigation against the major companies. 

‘The department therefore reaffirms the position which it has consis- 
tently taken since proceedings against the motion picture companies were 
commenced, to wit, that divestiture of distributors and producers from the 
exhibition branch of the industry must be cbtained. 

‘The economic effects of the present illegal combinations were set out 
by the department in its release of July 20, 1938, as follows: 


‘1. Independently owned theatres are being driven out of business be- 
cause of the onerous and discriminatory conditions not only on the 


In 


s 


rental 
At the present rate at 


, which independently-owned theatres are being driven to financial failure, 
| it will only be a question of a short time before there are no independents 


| left 


‘2. New competitors who attempt to enter the field of motion picture 
exhibition find it almost impossible to secure film for exhibition on any 
reasonable and non-discriminatory basis. The result is that there 
tically no effective new competition. 

‘3. Those independently owned theatres that have managed to 


is prac- 


date 10 
survive are compelled, in order to get pictures, to operate under terms 
which leave them very little freedom in the selection of film and in the 


management of their own business. 

‘4. Independent 
isfactory market 
companies over 


producers find it practically impossible 
for their film because of the domination by the majo. 
the exhibition houses. These independent producers ar¢ 
up against an almost hopeless bargaining disadvantage in securing markets 
for their film in exhibition houses that are controlled by the major pro- 
ducers with whom the independent producers are trying to compete. 


a4 


to secure a sat 


‘5. New capital investment in the motion picture business is discouraged 
because of the great difficulty of competing on a fair basis with the majo! 
companies, either in production or exhibition, so long as the major com- 
panies control the principal markets for film. 


‘6. Theatre patrons in any given community are not given an opportunity 
to exercise choice as to the type of pictures they desire to see. Under 
present conditions it is impossible for community taste to find expression 
through a locally-owned theatre free to bargain for the type of films its 
patrons wish. As matters now stand, each community is regimented into 
accepting the kind of picture which will make the most profits on a nation- 
wide scale. 

‘7. There is no opportunity for new forms of artistic expression which 
are not approved by those in control of the major companies, even though 
there exist communities which would support them. 

‘These conditions in the opinion of the department will not be remedied 
by the proposed Code. It is based upon a structure of the industry which 


| the department expects to show is in clear and open violation of the 


against | 


only | 


by the distributors | 


Sherman anti-trust law. 


‘Therefore, the department in order to make its prosecution policy clear. 
is compelled to announce that the adoption of the Code dated August 10. 
1939, by the motion picture industry can only lead to continued and per- 
haps additional prosecutions. 

‘THURMAN ARNOLD, 
‘Assistant Attorney-General.’ 
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Major Film Co. Attorneys Study 
Arnold's Anti-Trade Practice Code 


Blast as an Aid 





Depending on the conclusions of 
th: attorneys who are now studying 
the letter of Thurman W. Arnold, 
assistant U. S. Attorney-General, at- 
tacking the trade practices code as 
illegal, distributors may utilize this 
action in their defense of the Gov- 
ernment anti-trust suit. 

Should legal decision be reached 
that Arnold’s efforts to kill the code 
provides angles in defense of the 
U. S. suit by the distributors, it 
could become an interesting point on 
which to fight the Government ac- 
tion, when trial begins either this 
fall or shortly after the first of the 
year. It is up to the legal batteries 
of the major producer-distributors 
to determine this phase of the situa- 
tion and whether or not the efforts 
of the distribs and exhibitor bodies 
to work out a trade practices code 
are fundamentally wrong. In the 
final analysis it would be up to the 
exhibitors to sign for the code if it 
is to be adopted. It was to be of- 
fered to them either for acceptance 
or rejection rather than forced on 
them. 

Practically regarded, this 
US. frown just about washes up the 
idea of any voluntary trade practice 
code 

‘he Government’ 


sought similar control over trade 
practices, including zoning and 
grievance boards. That code was 


pointed to at the time as one of the 
models under the B'ue Eagle. Trade 
regulations and arbitration went out 
of the industry when the NRA was 
killed, the new trade practices code 
having been somewhat in the nature 


of a follow-up along lines that were | 


not too different, except that the 
Blue Eagle was forced on everyone 
in the 
hibitors 

In distributor quarters, there is 
hesitancy at the moment of hazard- 


business, 


ing anv guess as to whether develop- 
ments in connection with the code 
and Washington’s attitude may be 


pounced upon as ammunition in bat- 
tling the forthcoming U. S. suit. 
Hoping Against Hope 

Meantime, with attorneys study- 
ing the Arnold letter, distributors 
are not ready to admit that the code 
hag reached its end and have hopes 
of getting Arnold to reconsider his 
stand concerning it. In a brief state- 
ment, made by William F. Rodgers, 
spokesman for the distributors com- 
mittee on the code, he stated, ‘The 
committee that worked on the code 
has not lost one single bit of faith in 
§ He added: 


‘They believe thoroughly that it 
can be of tremendous value to the 
industrv and will tend to solve a 


of the difficulties which 
have arisen. We still hope to per- 
suade the Government that the code 
should be put into effect.’ 

There is dissatisfaction Ir 
distributor circles over the fact that 
Arnold waited until this time to de- 
clare himself on the code after so 
and effort has been spent 
by both distribs and exhibitors on it 
The initial draft of the code, to- 
gether with revised drafts and the 
setup of the arbitration machinery, 
was sent to the Dept. of Justice 
months ago. Fact that Arnold’s let- 
ter came on the eve of plans by the 
distributors to announce the final, 
revised draft and arbitration ma- 
chinery, gave the distribs something 
of a jolt. It is claimed in sales quar- 
ers that Arnold knew the final draft 
was to be submitted the end of last 
week and signatories to it sought, to- 
gether 
of arbitration boards. 


\rnold’s Nix on Code; 


great many 


some 


much time 


‘Would Not Remedy’ 


Washington, Aug. 22. 
Proposed trade practice code for 


the film industry was nixed Thurs- 
Uo 


} sa 
Chalbee 


day (17> by 


assistant 


Thurman Arnold, 
attorney-general in 
(Continued on page 26) 


+ 


latest | 


s own NRA code | 


including the ex- | 


with immediate organization | 


to Combat U.S. Suit 





Half Way There 


Selioweed Aug. 22, 

Cobina Wright, Jr., New York 
glamour deb hot after a film bid, 
finally made the grade. 

She will be seen in 16mm 
footage shot at a hotel party, but 
is still trying for that standard 
break. 


WILLIAMS AND 
GRIFFITH 
ADDING 








Oklahoma City, Aug. 22. 

| Announcement made here of the 
of a $250,000 Delaware 
corporation to be known as 
Williams-Griffith Theatres, Inc., 
with H. F. Williams as president, 
K. Lee Williams as vice-president, 
H. J. Griffith as secretary and treas- 
urer, and Harry McKenna as as- 
sistant secretary and treasurer. Ac- 
quisition of theatres in Auburn and 

Nebraska City have been announced 
as the nucleus for a planned expan- 

sion program through Nebraska and 
| Towa. 

K. Lee Williams Treatres, Inc., 
purchased the American, Wilburton, 
Okla., from J. G. McGinley, who will 
retire to enter oil business. Williams 
circuit also secured 10-year lease on 
the Rohenstein Bldg. on Main street 





formation 


chartet! 


of Wilburton and will immediately 
|econvert it into a B house to be 
operated weekends. The American 


Williams, 
managers an- 
rry Doig 


12th theatre for 
Appointment of city 
nounced Williams. 


is the 


names Ge 


city manager at Fordyce, Ark., com- 
ling from Nashville, Ark.; Bill 
Frazier, city manager at Broken 


3ow. Okla., coming from Ashdown; 
and Jewel Callaham, formerly as- 
sistant manager at Broken Bow, city 


| manager at Ashdown. Cecil ‘Calla- 
| ham has also joined the organization 


as manager at Nashville, Ark., hav- 
ing been assistant at Frederick, Okla., 
for the Griffith a number of years. 


ORPH’S BANKRUPTCY 


FINALLY WASHED UP) 


Federal Judge Murray Hulbert in 
N. Y¥.. Thursday (17), signed the 
formal order approving the final re- 


yort of Peter B. Olney Jr., referee 
pheum Thea- 


harged him 
? 


n bankruptcy of the Or 


res Corp., and dis from 


his duties The corporation was a 
Missouri outfit, operating theatres 
in St. Louis. When it filed its bank- | 
ruptey petition its a were $27,- 
664 and its liabilities $2,115,233. 
The final report will find general 
creditors whose claims total $1,425,- 
335 ~=receiving 1-977/1000%. All 


claims have been paid from 
$28.516 in the estate, 
e $2,003, Ken- 
receives 
Davies, 
receive 


priority 
the remaining 
the referee will receiv 
neth B. Umbreit, trustee, 
$495, and his attorneys, 
Auerbach, Connell & Hardy 
$1,500. 

Among general 
ing Trust as 


creditors are Irv- 
RKO’s trustee $770,- 


1706, based on a guarantee of the 
| bankrupt’s second mortgage bonds; 
lIrving Trust in a second capacity 
on a loan, $53,320; RKO Orpheum, 


Stadium Theatres 
| Corp. $510,807; Paramount Pictures, 
Inc., $90,462 for rent, and RKO Dis- 
film license fees, 


las assignee of 


tributing Corp. for 


> 
$38 
T tai yn Of assets has been go- 
Asilf ‘ . 
no or since 1933 
g 


aE] 





Films More Active in Luring 


All 


Invade 


Bands 


NEED FRESH SLANT 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Radio and pictures, kindred souls 
of show business, are doing an in- 
cubating act for each other that is | 
paying fancy dividends. From out | 
of the air have come some of film- 
dom’s newest crop of producers, 
writers and directors. In the cellu- 
loid nests have been hatched artistic 
and creative talent ranking high in 
ether maneuvers. 


While radio was first to discover 
possibilities of dangling its check- 
book into greener pastures on other 
side of fence, the talkers long ago 
learned that they, too, could cash in 
by harnessing to their own purposes 
those who have found a place in the 
entertainment spotlight 
waves. Broadcast sponsors have fat- 
tened their bankrolls through use of 
cinema's stars on their shows 
the picture chiefs are convinced that, 
insofar as they are concerned, the 
fattest profits from the exchange of 
thesps are noted in the 
ledgers. They cite Jack Benny, Bing 
Crosby, Don Ameche, Bob Burns, 
Dorothy Lamour, Burns and Allen, 
Tyrone Power and Bob Hope as only 
a few of the financial orchids they 
have plucked from radio’s garden, 

True, filmites were somewhat 
chagrined when Cecil B. DeMille 
went over to become a radio produc- 
tion ace, and their blush took a 
deeper hue when Jesse Lasky de- 
serted celluloidia to peddie gum 
through the strat: sphere To offset 
that RKO has Orson Welles on a deal 
that includes p ducing. and Met 
is holding as a picture producet 
Louis K. Sidney, who came to the 
lot to guide its late ‘Good News’ 
gram, ‘ 

Tune Up the Choppers 

Hollywood also has capitalized on 


screen’s 


pro- 


such radio-built musical groups as 
Rudy Vallee, Artie Sha Gene 
Krupa, Paul Whiteman, Buddy 
Rogers and now Kay Kyser. Nor 


have they overlooked the 
hillbilly outfit 


ether’ 


Garnering of radio writers, how- 
ever, is one point on which picture 
makers speak with real pride. Mov- 
ing with caution in its invasion of 


the air scribblers’ roost, film lead- 
ers have proved to their own satis- 
faction that radio 
what it takes to make the Hollywood 
grade. They 


scripters nave 





bring into talker plants 


inew slants and that, it is pointed out, 
is the industry’s biggest current 
need. 

Trial horses in injection of radio 
penmen into the film cire | 
Harry Tugend, who now han 
lhat at 20th-Fox; Jerry Cady, who 
igrinds out originals with the same 
ease he constructs radio pla Ke 
Englund, who momentarily is p 


lwriting Walter Wanger’s ‘Send An- 
‘other Coffin’ in collaboration of Joh 
|!Lay and Robert Tallman, « 
initial hop-over from _ the ther 
| rez Im, where 
|tract to March of Time. 
| Charles Martin is another radio 
lad who has carved a niche for him- 
| self as a film scrib. Irving Reis not 
| long ago bid adieu to CBS for script- 
ing berth at Paramount Irving 
Brecher, also a radio alumnus, is at 
|Metro, where he has just completed 
chores on the Marx Bros.” ‘At the 
Circus’ and now is on the same com- 
pany’s ‘Henry Goes to Arizona. Ed 
Beloin and Bill Morrow split their 
days between grinding it Jack 
Benny’s air shows and his Para- 
mount films 

Even the preceding era, when the 
began its raid on Holly- 


they are under con- 


ether biz 


wood's acting personalities, film pt 
(Continued on page 19) 


via the air} 


———— 


| 


Ether Creators Into Fold—| 
Branches —| 
Writers and Directors as| 
Well as Radio Comics and | 


| 





| 





But | 


IR-PIX TALENT SHUTTLE 


/ 
a en 
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ee Studios Compromise 


Accord 


With Screen Writers Guild: Matter 
Of Term of Years the Major Hitch 





Nitery’s Banko 





Hollywood, Aug. 22, 
Studio execs and film stars, 
who kick about giveaways in 
theatres, are putting themselves 
on the spot once a week in a 
nitery on the Hollywood Sun- 
set strip, where they turn out 
in droves to grab free merchan- 
dise. 
Now when the picture makers 
mention theatre gimmicks, the 
exhibs answer, ‘O, yeah?’ 








FREE FILMS | 


PARKS, NEW 
HEADACHE 





Milwaukee, Aug. 22. 
What with outdoor amusement 
parks, resorts and even dairy and | 


ice cream stands showing free films, 


| Wisconsin exhibs are searching for 


some means of controlling the 16 
mm. films which are being shown 
in these spots. While producers and 
distribs claim they have no jurisdic- 
tion over these films, state exhibs in 
resort territories are taking a bad 
licking in biz because of competish 


| from them. 


One exhib operating theatres in a 
town of 5,000 population reports at 
least seven resorts and parks in his 
area showing free films and attract- 
ing as many as 25,000 persons. Com- 
petition from jackrabbit ops in Wis- 
consin has always been bad, but this 
added opposition presents a serious 
problem for exhibs 

Pix in Cafes 
St. Paul 

St. Paul independent exhibitors 
are demanding that city authorities 
halt the showing of 16mm and other 
films in night clubs and _ taver 
Exhibitors claim ‘it’s unfai1 
tition. The night cluhs and tavern 


Aug. 22 


compe- 


it’s pointed out, have no theatre 
licenses and are not compelled to 
live up to fire og other ordinances 


The exhibitors ill appear before 


the city council ha voice their pro- 
tests. They also will oppose the 


suance of any more pe! 
claiming that the city now 


mits tor ne 
theatres, 


is overseated. 
. ’ 
Pix in Bar 
Columb Aug, 2? 
The Cabar a sar, B aad & coln 
hotel, showing pictures nightly as a 
free attraction. Pix are silent o! 
Management states improved b 
il int tneir ¢ 


Walty Vernon, Mae Marsh 
File In Bankruptcy 


Los An l A : 
Wally Vernon filed a bankruptes 
petition, listing debts at $18.673 and 


assets at $13,250, with $1,300 claimed 


exempt 


Among comic’s assets is an equity 
in a Beverly Hills home. 

Mae Marsh Arms, star of silent 
pictures and lately returned to films 
filed a bankruptcy petition in ‘the 


U. S. District court, 
of $5,250 and assets of 
motor car, valued at $25. 

Cc} “a debts are 13 doctor bills 
‘ from $100 to $250 each 


ee 


listing liabilities 


1931 


one 


rane. 


More Coin for Seneen’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Paramount upped the 
Harold Hurley’s teturn of the 
‘exas Rangers’ to $250,000. 
Most of the shootir 


budget on 


s will bo d 


Ineation near Ay ry Tey 
IMV~LaLiVil Cal sau . 


> - 


| 

Hollywood, Aug. 22 

| Studios are reported ready to ne- 
|gotiate with the Screen Writers Guild 
on the basis of a minimum contraci 
running five years instead of the cur- 
rent seven. The Guild is insisting o: 
a pact not to exceed two years, but : 
compromise may be reached, as the 
scribes originally asked for a one- 
year pact, producers countering for a 
10-year term, 

Producers finally shaved their de- 
mands to seven years, but an impasse 
was reached when the SWG refused 
any contract exceeding 342 years 
|The olive branch was waved at the 
Guild-producer hearing, now in its 
second day before the Labor Board 
| It is understood that the studios also 
offered to accept the NLRB ruling 
nixing an agreement with the Screen 
Playwrights. 

David O. Selznick has been called 
as a witness for today (Tues.) to 
testify on the letter mailed to the 
writers in 1936, which the SWG in- 
cluded in their intimidation charges 
Others to be called this week are 
Darryl F. Zanuck, Louis B. Maye: 
Charles R. Rogers, John Lee Mahin 
| Howard Emmet Rogers, William Con- 

selman and Grover Jones. 

Charges of unfair labor practices, 
| made by the Screen Writers Guild 
against the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Association before the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, were 

met by counter-charges of monopoly, 
brought by the st rs against the 
writers at last week’s hearing. 

Led by B. B. Kahane, former head 
of RKO, witnesses for the producers 
| accused SWG of attemp.ing to bottle 
up screen material by affiliating 
with the Authors League of Amer- 
ica Explaining that his sole pur- 
pose in opposing SWG in 1936, 
when the battle started, was to pro- 
tect RKO stockholder investments 
igainst what he called the unreason- 
ible demands of the writers, he 
added: ‘I would never voluntarily 
consent to a closed shop of 
talent in the industry.’ 

Among the SWG charges was th 
Screen Playwrights had been or gan- 

{ with the help of the producers 
to forestall a 








creative 


favorable Supreme 


Court decision on the constitution- 
ality of the Wagner Labor Act. It 
Was a sort Of company union, SWG 


claimed, to get around the collective 


bargaining clause in the law, and 
only to be used in case the Wagner 
Act was held vy ilid, ; 

* Mannix, v.p. of Loew’s, In 

admitted on the stand that he had 
made a contract with SP several 
months before it was actually put 
into use. He said the agreement had 
been in the hands of the late Irving 
Thalberg prior to his 


tember, 


death in Sep- 
1936, although it did not go 


until Nov. 10, 1937. Ex- 


to effect 


plaining how screen credits were 
handed out on the Metro lot, Man- 
nix declared that the idio had 12 
final word ter greed 
t if ) > of the \ eC! con 
ra carried provisions referring 
all cred lisputes to SP 
- 1 W if ) ; J el iS 
ducer at 20th-Fox un- 
er Darr‘ Zanuck, denied ciarces 
O call ns groups of writers into h 


office to discuss SWG and of taking 
>m in his car to talk over the situ- 
ion with Zanuck, 

‘Dictate to Producers’ 
Kahane, outstanding witness for 
the producers, asserted that he had 
no objections to a Guild composed 
of screen craftsmen, but saw no rea- 
son for writers to be misled by mis- 
guided leaders, who would put them 
in a position to dictate to producers 

William Koenig, general manager 

(Continued on page 26) 


Feed Subs Becadins 


| Hollywood, Aug. =. 


Fugene Ford moved in as directo 
of ‘The Simple Life’ at 20th-Fox, re 


placing William ° Beaudine, whe 
enped yt hecat e of illness 
Production was held up t } 


“ene 


en 
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Raters Vs. Stagehands, Supposedly 


Settled, Messed Worse Than Ever: 


Both Groups Talk Bolting the AFL 


By HOBE MORRISON 


Battle between the actors’ and 
stagehands’ unions, apparently set- 
tled peaceably last week, is again 
imminent. Both sides are gathering 
forces for a showdown, but are ap- 
parently avoiding an ‘incident’ that 
might ignite hostilities. Meanwhile, 
the Congress for Industrial Organi- 
zation is maneuvering for a major 


invasion of the whole show business | 
picture (see story on Page 1 of this | 


issue). 

Although the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America was regard- 
ed as having won a decisive victory 


over the International Alliance of | 


Theatrical Stage Employees, it finally 
rejected the terms offered by the 
American Federation of Labor ex- 
ecutive council, leaving the situation 
even more threatening and confused 
than before. AFL’s position in the 
matter is not precisely known, while 
the Four A’s is apparently preparing 
to withdraw from the AFL fold, but 


hasn’t yet made any actual move in | 


that direction. 


As the situation appears at the mo- 
ment, there is little immediate pros- 


pect of warfare between the actors | 


and stagehands. Council of Actors 
Equity, Four A’s affiliate, postponed 
final consideration of its ‘disloyalty’ 
charges against Sophie Tucker, 
American Federation of Actors pres- 
ident, yesterday (Tuesday). Case is 
now slated to be heard tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 

Basis of the charges against Miss 


; proposal. Green appeared weary and 
dejected. 
volpment would be, he blurted, ‘Open 
warfare, I suppose, then caught him- 
self and added, ‘Well, I don’t know 
it’s that. The situation is the same 
as when the Four A’s presented it 
here last week. The Four A's re- 
voked the AFA charter and they tell 
us the decision stands.’ 

He told reporters that the Four A’s 
was within its rights in expelling the 
| AFA, that the IATSE had no right 
to issue a charter to the AFA and 
that the Four A’s has clear jurisdic- 
tion over all performers. He also 
stated that the AFA is no longer 
recognized as part of the AFL and 
that it may not be represented at 
the annual convention in Cincinnati 
in October. 

AFL prez indicated that if the 
IATSE fails to withdraw its charter 
to the AFA and persists in recog- 





Asked what the next de- | 





can’t decide in your favor for fear 
Browne will bolt to the CIO. If we 
must choose between the Four A’s 
and the IATSE, we'll have to let 
the Four A’s go; the IATSE is too 
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| Producers Again in the Middle ‘ 


valuable to us.’ 

From present indications, the 
Four A’s will probably present re- 
ports of the entire AFL-IATSE-AFA 
matter to the memberships of its 
affiliate branches within the next 
few weeks. It would then seek a 
vote authorizing the international 


board to withdraw from the AFL at ! 


such time as ‘seems advisable.’ 


Coast SAG Approves 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


Action of the Screen Actors Guild ? 


and 4A’s representatives, at a hear- 


|ing before the American “ederation 


{of Labor council at 


Atlantic City, 
was approved here Monday night, in 


;a resolution adopted by the SAG di- 


rectorate, after Kenucth Thomson, 
Guild executive secretary, and Ed- 
ward Arnold, v.p., re, ‘ted on the 


efforts to persuade the AFL to with- | 


'draw the IATSE charter granted the 


nizing the Whitehead: Tucker union | 
, it will be in ‘open defiance’ of the | 


executive council. But he failed to 
say whether the council would take 
any steps to penalize such action. 
Whitehead Seizes Opportunity 
Whitehead, who had _ appeared 
|crestfallen over reports that’ the 
Green-Woll agreement with the Four 
A’s eliminated him from the picture, 
was elated after the Four A’s 
jected the executive council propo- 
sal. He asserted he intended carry- 


‘an early 
though the majority has already in- | 


re- | 


ing out the organizing of actors un- | 


der the AFA-IATSE banner, adding 
that he had Browne's full approval 


Tucker was that as AFA president 
she participated in a ‘treasonable’ act 
in applying for an AFA charter from | defying the final decision of the ex- 
the IATSE. It was the granting of | ecutive council is our go-ahead sig- 
that character by George E. Browne, | nal to continue our organizing cam- 
IATSE president, after the AFA had | paign,’ he said. ‘That campaign will 
been expelled by the Four A’s, that | be carried on under the banner of 
provoked the present controversy.!the IATSE. You can quote Sophie 
At the time he granted the charter, | Tucker to that effect also.’ He added 
Browne said he intended organizing | that Kenneth Thomson, SAG execu- 
all actors, and he has since given no |tive-secretary, was solely responsible 
indication of having abandoned that; for the controversy, terming him 
idea. '‘the Hitler of the dispute.’ 

The Four A’s claims Browne’s| In the eyes of veteran labor re- 
move is an invasion of its jurisdic- 
tion over all performers. It brought | the whole struggle has been in line 
charges with the AFL against the! with its traditional policy of tem- 
IATSE on that ground. And not re-| porizing, avoiding a definite stand 
ceiving what is regarded as a satis- | and allowing its member unions to 
factory decision from the parent 
body, the performer union is now 
preparing for battle and to withdraw 
from the AFL ranks. 

Through a weck of turbulent hear- 
ings and shadowy conferences in At- 
lantic City last week, the dispute 
lodged with an obviously puzzled 
and harried AFL executive council 
Finally last Friday (18) the council 
issued a ‘decision’ recognizing the 
Four A’s autonomy and jurisdiction, 
but calling for the reinstatement of 
the AFA and its executive-secretary, 
Ralph Whitehead. Although the ‘de- 
cision’ was regarded as a victory fol 


a..d support for such a drive. 
‘The Four A’s arbitrary stand in 


right warfare if necessary. It had 
been freely predicted before the 
start of the hearings that the execu- 
tive council would do precisely what 
it subsequently did. 

The fact that the Four A’s had 
been able to wring any concessions 
from the executive council, that it 
had maraged to swing suc’ standpat 
veterans as Green and Woll to its 
support was regarded as a distinct 
victory. And that it rejected the 
final terms of settlement was taken 
as indication of confidence of ulti- 


‘ i ¢ in ¢ ssi att 
the Four A’s, since it conceded the | srt Patan  Mbo possible battle 
three main objectives of the per- Afte yo aeser me - t] 
former union, the added provisos . owes 6S )=6CRSCEE 


council’s proposal, the Four A’s dele- 
; gation, including Frank Gillmore, 
president; Kenneth Thomson, Paul 
Turner, Henry, Jaffe, Edward Arnold, 
Paul Dullzell, Mrs. Emily Holt, Mrs. 
Florence Marston and others, re- 
, turned to New York and went into 
a huddle Friday night (18) with rep- 


were considered unacceptable, so the 
settlement was rejected. 
Whitehead’s Status 


The only insoluble issue had from 
the first been Whitehead’s status 
Regarded as a close personal friend 
of William A. Green, AFL president; 
of Joseph Padway, AFL general 


: resentatives of the affiliate union. 
a caeleg <i 2 pe agp It had been indicated that the 
steadfastly refused ‘esign z > ’ . . 
“ ‘ ro ASULY sa used to er yenciores Four A’s would immediately take 
: e way é ace settle- | ., acd > 

c ~ 9th ay os 1 pe uC _ eve , steps to withdraw from the AFL, 
ment o e controversy. Green and ¢ F > 

2 : : irst placing the matter before the 
Matthew Woll, AFL vice-president, 


membership of its affiliate branches. 
But that plan appears to have been 
set aside for the moment. Revealed 
that members of the AFL executive 


The alternative and final proposal council had subsequently phoned 
was then issued by the executive wour # » heads, pleading against any 
council. It stipulated that Whitehead | precipitate action that might create 
must remain, although the Four A’s, ® breach in the AFL ranks. Atti- 
which was conceded the right to do! tude of owe Four A’s appears to be 
so, had tried, convicted and set him Be gti Reger. are sincere 
down on a long list of charges. It ‘ es, 
further stipulated that the funds of | St@te it by forcing the IATSE to 
the AFA and the recently-chartered call off its threatened jurisdictional 
American Guild of Variety Artists , }'-V@S!0n. : 
were to be pooled under the control Fear Browne’s Bolt to CIO? 
of the existing AFA regime (includ- However, it may be that the AFL 
ing Whitehead). With $30,000 in the will be powerless to force such 
AGVA treasury in loans from Equity, | action from the stagehands. In ap- 
Screen Actors Guild and the Ameri- Parent support of that theory is the 


finally agreed to the elimination of 
Whitehead from the picture, but that 
greement was overruled by the ex- 

ecutive council, led by Browne. 


can Federation of Radio Artists, that reported fact that the executive 
final stipulation was the clincher— council actually wanted to uphold 
the Four A’s bluntly rejected the the Four A’s claims against the 
proposal. It issued a blistering state- IATSE, but didn’t dare reverse 


Browne outright. In that connec- 
tion, members of the council were 
said to have frankly told the Four 
A’s that ‘we know you're constitu- 
tionally and but we 


ment attacking the executive council 
and Whitehead, and returned to New 
York. 

In a press conference immediately 


after the Four A’s hcw' rejected the legally right 


{a strike of theatre managers, as- As tentatively outlined, the CIO 
| sistants, cashiers, doorman, ushers, | charter to the Four A’s would call 
| etc., last week when the Theatrical | for a setup of subordinate unions 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers | according to crafts. All would be 
| Union began picketing the house.| under the Four A’s banner and 
Some 50 employees walked in re-| would cover the various employee 
sponse to the TMAT strike call, but | classifications. Under the ClO verti- 
only eight of the 12 houses were | cal setup, however, they would be 
seriously effected by the walkout. divided according to craft rather 

Strike ultimatum started after dis- | than branch of the industry. Thus, | 
missal of one manager, Paul Wein-|such groups as performers, musi- 


| 


| 


porters, the AFL action throughout | 


they'll demon- | 


AFA. 

The bcard conferred at great 
length on possible action to be taken 
if the IATSE insists on taking over 


the AFA. Belief was freely ex- 
pressed that the way would be 
paved for a _ settlement if Sophie 


Tucker returns to the fold, or makes 
peace with Equity. 

The situation is to be discussed at 
membership meeting, al- 


strucied the board to authorize a 
strike, if deemed necessary. 


TMAT PRECIPITATES 
STRIKE IN BROOKLYN 


Twelve Brooklyn theatres of the 
Nelson-Renner-Endicott circuit faced 








Possibility of the CIO entering the show biz picture through a tieup 
with the Four A’s raises a host of complicated and inter-related possi- 
bilities. In any such circumstances, the refusal of any AFL or CIO 
union to work with a rival organization would presumably cause an 
immediate impasse in 


the entertainment 


industry. However, AFL 
and CIO unions work side by side in other industries, in some cases 
actively teaming to fight outside forces. That they might do likewise 
in this instance is conjectural. 


Whole show business union setup is extraordinarily involved. And 
with the CIO possibly moving in, the situation is likely to become even 
more confusing than during the narrowly-averted radio performer 
strike some months ago. At that time it was observed that every new 
development, instead of clarifying matters, seemed merely to compli- 
cate the issues further. But in any case, whether the CIO succeeds 
in crowding into the fight or it remains exclusively an AFL matter, 
the producers, stage and screen, theatres, etc., will be in the middle. 
It isn’t their battle and they can’t do anything to forestall it, but they’re 
the ones destined to be hardest hit. 


CIO Woos Actors 


Continued from page 1 


fields of 
not 




















| ‘ 
,over all employees in all 


entertainment, 


have unlimited financial backing, the 
cooperation of all CIO craft and labor 
, organizations, the assistance of hun- 
dreds of CIO organizers in every 
major city in the country, plus as 
many pickets as the situation or oc- 
casion might require. The AFL could 
Whether writers would be included _be opposed not only dollar-for-dollar 
| is undecided. CIO's affiliate, the and man-for-man, but, if necessary, 
American Newspaper Guild, has ju- with force-for-force. It’s also indi- 
risdiction Over newspaper men.!cated that there are numerous dis- 
And the John L. Lewis organization | satisfied factions in several of the 
is also very friendly with the Au- | AFL show biz unions, all ready to 
thors League of America, which | start agitation and rebellion in their 
claims jurisdiction over all writers | own ranks to bring about transfer to 
n the magazine, book, film, dra-| the CIO, 
matic, radio and television fields. | 
However, the CIO heads figure the | 
| Authors League could be brought 
| into the whole picture. 


including only 
| performers, but also press agents, | 
| boxoffice men, stagehands, artisans 
and laborers, etc. Musicians would | 
be excluded. 


~~: 


In case the Four A’s were to swiich 
from the AFL to CIO, there would 
jalmost certainly be a bitter war 
throughout all the entertainment in- 


: . ? | several months ago. 
settle their own differences, in out- | theatre, Edward Peskay’s Vogue, is 


traub, allegedly for union activity. 


cians, press agents, company man- 

Circuit heads, however, denied that | agers, boxoffice men, stagehands, 
discharge had anything to do with|teamsters, laborers, etc. would 
unionization matters but that his| each have its own organization, but 
services were severed for other] all would be part of the inclusive 
causes, parent union, the Four A's. Each 
The TMAT movement is in line! of the would have equal, 


groups 
rather than numerical representation 
in the parent body. 
No AFL Proviso by 4 A's 

It is potnted out that there is 
nothing in any of the existing closed 
shop contracts held by the Four A’s 
branches to prevent them from 
switching to the CIO. In the case 
of the Screen Actors Guild’s 10-year 
pact with the studios, the deal stipu- 
lates that the Guild must be a mem- 
ber of the Four A’s, but fails to 
mention the AFL. In the American 
Federation of Radio Artisis coniracis 


with its campaign for recognition by 
film houses in New York, started 
Another Bronx 





also being picketed, this having 
started when the theatre reopened 
two weeks ago. 





Equity vs. Tucker 


Continued from page 1 











one show, or perhaps in future as 
regards cafes, radio or pictures. 


| 
It has been learned that if the | with the networks and advertising 
singer is barred by Equity, the | agencies, there are similar stipula- 
stagehands will refuse to work only | tions. Understood at the time the 


agreements were drawn the original 
wording called for the AFL tie, but 
that was dropped at the 
of the AFRA officials. Similarly in 
the case of Equity, none of its con- 


in the production involved, instead | 
of walking out of all shows, as had 
been feared. 

Richman explained to the council 
he was acting on his own in an effort 


to find an ‘honorable settlement’ of | tracts mentions the AFL affiliation 
the controversy. The ‘disloyalty’! At present there is little CIO rep- 
charges stem from Miss Tucker’s | resentation in 


ge ; show business. That 
participation in the IATSE charter-| is the reason the Lewis organization 


ing of AFA. 


Richman, AFA vice-| is willing to make such far-reach- 
president, is also under temporary | ing concessions for affiliation with 
suspension on the same. charge.| the Four A’s. If the performer 
Hearing of his: case is slated for! ynions were to switch over in a 
Aug. 29 body, it would give the CIO a closed 

In was indicated that Richman shop on players overnight n tke 
hopes to persuade Miss Tucker to! most important employee classifica- 
attend tomorrow's hearing. She | tion of the entertainment world. 
failed to appear yesterday (Tuesday) | because the actor is the backbone 
because Equity refused to permit | of any theatrical presentation. And 
her attorney, Abraham J. Halprin,| with the tremendous resources of 
also: AFA counsel, to be present. the CIO supporting it, the Four A’s 
Equity spokesmen said yesterday | could wage a dollar-for-dollar, man- 
that the attorney would ‘probably | for-man contest with the Interna- 
not’ be allowed to be present to- 


‘tional Alliance of Theatrical Siage 
Employees or any other AFL unions. 
According to CIO officials, 


merrow 
According to 
an official of 


James J. Brennan, 
Protective No. 1, the 


N. Y. local of the IATSE, the stage- 


the 
Four A’s cannot remain in the .AFL 


hands will refuse to work in | 2nd can scarcely hope to wage a 
‘Leave It to Me’ if Miss Tucker is | successful war against the stage- | 
barred by Equity when the Cole | 4"ds, when the latter have the sup- 
Porter musical reopens at the Im- port of other AFL unions. As the | 
perial. However, he indicated that | Lewis representatives argue it, the 
the walkout would not extend to| Constitutional and legal rights of the 
other shows, unless the actors took | Four A’s were flagrantly disregarded 
such action first. In that case, he | 4nd violated by the AFL executive 


said, the stagehands will retaliate.| COUncil in favor of the IATSE. 

Vinton Freedley, producer of | George E. Browne, IATSE president, | 
‘Leave It to Me,’ wus reported out of | 8 @ member of the counci! and was 
town yesterday, so his plans are not | permitted to participate in considera- 
known. He previously postponed | tion and voting when the matter di- 
the reopening of the show to Sept. 4/ rectly concerned his union and him- | 


mar 

and presumably might do so again if self, 

he could thus avoid precipitating a} With CIO support, = say the 
eneral theatrical union war Lewis spokesmen, the Four A’s would 


insistence | 


| the 


dustry. But, according to some ob- 
servers, even if the Four A's doesn't 
make such a switch, a hard struggle 
is inevitable in view of the IATSE's 
previously frank intention of taking 
over variety performer jurisdiction, 
plus the fact that the AFL had de- 
clined to interfere. 


The only thing that could prevent 
'a disastrous fight would be for the 
Four A’s to surrender its jurisdiction 
and permit the stagehands to grab 
/control, it is argued. Under the cir- 
'cumstances, as long as there has to 
| be a war, the Four A’s should ally 
|with CIO. In pointing out the above, 
{CIO men add that the Four A’s would 
| incidentally obtain a much more ad- 
vantageous autonomy and jurisdic- 
tion setup by making the switch. 
Radio Technicians; Film Studios 


With the ClO-affiliated American 
, Communications Assn. already domi- 
nating the radio technician field, 
with the ClIO-financed United Studio 
Technicians Guild threatening the 
IATSE hold on Hollywood, and with 


several other CIO outfits beginning 
to elbow into the show business 


scene, the AFL hold on the enter- 
tainment industry is already showing 
signs of being seriously challenged. 
|; Coming on top of such developments, 
|a switchover of the Four A’s to the 
CIO would be a staggering blow to 
the AFL. 

An important factor in the situa- 
tion, of course, is the question of the 
sentiment of the Four A’s member- 
chip. Heretofore the Four A’s unions 
have always been strongly AFL- 
minded. But the events of the last 
few weeks, when the AFL 
failed to uphold the organization's 
constitution by protecting the Fou 
A’s autonomy and jurisdiction—in 
fact, seemed to encourage violation of 
ihe autonomy and invasion of juris- 
diction—have undoubtedly brought 
about a great change in the attitude 
of the rank and file performers. The 


council 


Four A’s leaders themselves were 
disillusioned and bitterly resentful 
and they have made their attitude 


plain to their memberships. 

Actors are generally regarded as a 
rather conservative group, despite 
comparative precariousness of 
their calling. But it is an ironic fact 


that in Hollywood, where they have 


achieved a state of affluence and se- 
curity never before known in theat- 
rical history, they tend to be more 


| radical, or at least less conservative. 


So, while the Equity contingent 
may view the CIO and Lewis with 
misgivings as an apparently radical, 
perhaps even Communistic combine, 
the Screen Actors Guild is likely to 
be much nearer ready to accept such 
an affiiliation. The American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, which is 8 
comparatively young and militant 
union not yet emerged from its belli- 
cose formative period, would prob- 
ably align itself with any reputable 
organization that seemed likely te 
t the most good. 
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$75,400 to"$42,000; Lamarr 2d Big 
$12,000, ‘Carnival’ 9G, ‘Citizen’ OK 


: + 





Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Holdovers remain in four down- 
town theatres, and indicates their 
legitimacy by coming through with 
subsequent grosses which are still in 
the high brackets. 

‘Lady of the Tropics’ is rolling 
along to excellent coin in its second 
week and from present outlook will 
be around in the house for several 
more sessions. Has the femmes 
standing on their ears and they are 
dragging the males in with ’em. For 
the strictly masculine element, ‘Each 
Dawn’ remains a power item in its 
third loop week and is going along 
in continued great style in the Gar- 
rick. ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ also 
forte at the Chicago. ; 

Other holdover theatre is the Pal- 
ace, where ‘Folies Bergere’ unit gal- 
lops into its second and final week, 
and the gross currently will be as 
good as the take on the initial stanza. 
House switched films, howev2r, by 
suddenly sending in ‘Stole a Million’ 
as replacement for the previous 
‘Career.’ ; 

Ann Sheridan is getting plenty of 
selling and build-up for ‘Winter Car- 
nival,” which got away neatly 
enough in the Roosevelt. ‘Goodbye. 
Mr. Chips’ finally scrammed out of 
the Apollo after a smash run of 
eight weeks and was replaced by 
‘Leading Citizen,’ which should man- 
age a satisfactory figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Citizen’ (Par). Opened Saturday 


(19) and heads for neat enough ini- | 
week, | 
‘Chips’ (M-G) wound up a walloping 


tial whack at $6,500. Last 
eight-weeker to fine $4,°00. 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Livingstone’ (20th) and stage show 
Second session for this one is ex- 


hibiting a bright $35,000. Last week, 


same film, with Gene Krupa band on 


stage, snagged brilliant $49,800. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Each Dawn’ (WB). Now in third 
loop session and will garner highly 
favorable $5,000 after healthy $6,900 
last week. 

Oriental (Jones) 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Tarzan 
(M-G), plus vaude. Repeaters in the 
loop on both pictures. Total cur- 
rently looks around $13,000, all right 
Last week, ‘Naughty’ (WB) and ‘Sun 
Never Sets’ (U) excellent $15,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Stole Million’ (U) and ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ unit on stage. Second session 
for the stage item and responsible 
for happy $18,000. Last week, with 
‘Career’ (RKO), take was neat $19,- 
100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
%75)——‘Carnival’ (UA). Femmes are 


(3,200; 25-40)— 


heading in here satisfactorily to fair | 


$9,000. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA) | 
finished a fortnight to satisfactory 
$8,500. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— | 
‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and vaiude. | 


Nice $13,500. Last week, ‘Stronger 


Than Desire’ (M-G) turned in good | 


$12,100. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Tropics’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Plenty of coin in this one, the 
initial gallop registering hefty $17,- 
400 and headed currently for fat 
$12,000. 


Flesh Boosts ‘Alley’ 
To Splendid $17,500, 





Balto: ‘Oz’ Big 1236 


Baltimore, Aug. 22 

Business continues to look up a bit 
here with strong line-up of product 
helping all around. Combo 
laying it on extra heavy with Roch- 
ester, Betty Grable and Frankie 
Masters’ band, is sending ‘Blind Al- 
ley’ into biggest take in weeks. ‘Wiz- 
ard of Oz’ at Loew’s Century, in a 
day earlier than rest of pack, main- 
taining excellent pace set on bull- 
ish opening day and pointing to rosi- 


est gross since latest Hardy pic at, 


Same stand. 

‘Stanley and Livingstone’ and 
‘When Tomorrow Comes’ running 
neck and neck just behind leaders. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40 )—‘Oz’ (M-G). Off to big open- 
ing and holding strongly toward 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Feathers’ (UA), 
Stood up nicely with $9,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 15- 
25-35-40-55-66)—‘Blind Alley’ (RKO) 
Owing it all to stage portion headed 
by Rochester, Betty Grable and 
Frankie Masters’ band for $17,500, 
biggest in weeks. Last week, ‘Ca- 
reer’ (RKO) plus ‘Five Times Five’ 
(RKO), Major Bowes’ ‘World's Fai 


| 25-35-40 )—Tomorrow 


Son’ | 


(1,700: | 


Hipp, | 





| 


| Revue’ and M. of T., combined to 


{turn in okay $12,800. 
| Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
Comes’ (U). 
Coming through with pleasing $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Leading Citizen’ (Par), 
disappointed at $4,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
| 99)—‘Livingstone’ (20th). Getting 
| some fairly steady action at possible 
| $7,000, a good figure here. Last week, 
second of ‘Hotel Women’ (20th) 
added nice $3,900 to pleasing $5,600 
on first sesh. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Holding moderately at $5,500 after 
fair opening to $10,800. 


TOMORROW 106, 
‘OZ MILD AT 
126, BUFF 


Buffalo, Aug. 22. 
| Torrid temperatures are melting 
| box office peaks and leveling off 
|downtown grossess all round this 
|week. The Buffalo, Lakes and La- 
| fayette are getting best plays. ‘To- 
' morrow Comes’ at the Lafayette is 
spurting into the upper brackets. 
‘Oz’ is disappointing. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
|‘Oz’ (M-G). Does not seem to be 
| hitting winning stride and will prob- 
ably go only to average $12,000. Last 
week ‘Chips’ (M-G) tapered off after 
strong opening to $17,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
i'—Stanley’ (20th). Business holding 
up well and should grab better than 











ivery nice $10,000. Last week 
‘Feathers’ (UA) snug $10,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25- 35)-— 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) (2d run) 


and ‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G). 


better than $5,500. Last week ‘Hardy | 





Nothing | 


. , . - . | 
Spring Fever’ (M-G) (2d run), tame | 


$6,000. 


Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) | 


‘Tomorrow Comes’ 


(U) and ‘Inside | 


Information’ (U). Should nab bet- | 
ter than nifty $10,000. Last week | 
l*Coast Guard’ (Col) and ‘Woman 


Judge’ (Col), fair enough, $6,000. 


| 





| 20th-Century (Basil-Dipson) (3,000; | 
| 15-25)—‘Mickey Kid’ (Rep) and 
!*‘Wolf Call’ (Mono). Slim $2,500. 
Last week ‘Wong Chinatown’ (Mono) 
and ‘Exile Express’ (GN), under 
$3,000 
6 ] 4 

Oz’ Matinee Pull | 


Denver, Aug. 22. 


‘Wiz 
a great matinee film at the Orpheum 


where it is paired with ‘Five Times 
| Five,’ Plenty of standouts after- 
| noons, with good sieady business 
' 
| 


;}much product is backed up. Other 
houses doing average or better. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB), after a week at 
| the Denver. Good $3,500. Last week, 
|‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) also good at 
1$3.500 after a week at the Denver. 
| Broadway (Fox) (1,024; 25-40)— 
|‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘All 
|Come Out’ (M-G), after a week at 
the Orpheum. Doing nicely on $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) $3,500 
after a week at the Orpheum 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 
40)—‘Heritage of Desert’ 
With $5,000 in five days, okay. 
| week, ‘Citizen’ (Par) was 
average at $6,800. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Stanley’ (20th). Nice $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) fair $9,000. 


25-35- 
(Par). 

Last 
around 


| 
| 


! 


| (RKO). Fine $13,000. Last week, 
'*Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘All 
Come Out’ (M-G) okay $9,000. 

| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
| ‘Hell's Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Man Who 
Dared’ (WB). Paced at $4,000, nice. 


Last week, ‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) 
‘and ‘Moto Vacation’ (20th) strong 
| $4,500. 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Second 
Fiddle’ (20th), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Code 
Secret Service’ (WB). Acceptable 
$2,000 in store. Last week, ‘Daugh- 
ters Courageous’ (WB) after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 


; Night’ (20th) 1 $2.000 


o 
Tea or ( 
iN ) 


cd of Oz’ is turning out to be | 


nights, but not holding because too | 





| 


| 


| 


} 


35-40-55) ‘Livingstone’ (20th) (2d 
wk.) and ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) 
| (lst wk.). Getting standee biz and 
will tally around $18,000. Looks like 
a third week for this one Last 


i week, ‘Livingstone’ (20th) and 


land ‘Stolen Li 
| $13,000. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Aug. 24 

Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr, 
(M-G) (15th wk). 

Capitol— Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). ; 

Globe—‘Coast Guard in Serv- 
ice’ (Col) (26). 

Criterion— Death 
pion’ (Par) (23). 

Music Hall — ‘Fifth 
Girl’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Palace — ‘Spellbinder’ (RKO) 
(23). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 26) 

Paramount — ‘Our Leading 
Citizen’ (Par) (23). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 2) 

Rialto — ‘Conspiracy’ (RKO) 
(22). 





Chips’ 


of a Cham- 


Avenue 





Rivoli — ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) (2d wk.). 
Roxy — ‘Hotel for Women’ 


(20th) (25). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 2) 

Strand ‘Old Maid’ (WB) 
(3d wk.). 

Week of Aug. 31 

Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. 
(M-G) (16th wk.). 

Capitol—‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) 
(3d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Payment Deferred’ 
(M-G) (30). 

Musie Hall — ‘Golden 
(Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 16) 

Paramount—‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
(30). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rivoli — ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) (3d wk.). 

Roxy — ‘Hotel for 
(20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Dust Be My Destiny’ 
(WB) (1). 

(Reviewed in Varrety, Aug. 16) 


Chips’ 


Boy’ 


Women’ 








1 (WR) (3d run) and ‘Mickey 


Brings 136, Denver; 


‘OZ WIZARD OF 


HUB, 341,000 





2 SPOTS 


99 


Boston, Aug 

‘Wizard of Oz’ is whizzing towards 
new high gross at the Orpheum and 
State, and looks like certain 
over. 
second week at the Memorial, is also 
headed for important coin and a 
third week. Rest of the town is rel- 
atively quiet, though general biz is 
slightly up. 

Front house strike at M. & P. 
houses still continues, but negotia- 
tions are encouraging. Pickets in 
front of these stands certainly not 
stimulating trade. 

Estimates for This Week 


| 


|} pour 


‘07 Rooney-Garland Pep Up Bway, 


—= 





Standout $65,000, Boyer-Dunne 326; 


Jessel Ups “Andy 


256, ‘Name’ 896 3d 





Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland 

personaling on the Capitol stage are 
booming not only that house, but 
helping the other nearby Broad- 
way theatres. Screen juveniles, 
opening with ‘Wizard of Oz,’ are 
pushing the house to nearly $65,000, 
tremendous for this theatre, especial- 
ly at this time of the year. It smashes 
the Capitol’s record since the stage 
policy was abandoned a number of 
years ago, and believed that actual 
attendance (many youngsters at mat- 
inees) will exceed any previous week 
in house’s history. Rooney-Garlana 
combo doing five shows daily week- 
days with six screenings of the film, 
each tilted an additional showing Sat- 
urdays and Sundays. 
_ Flock of holdovers doing astonish- 
ingly well, sole big first-run for the 
street being ‘Tomorrow Comes’ at the 
Rivoli, headed for $32,000, heavy 
sugar for this period of year. 

Possibly best holdover showing is 
being made by ‘In Name Only’ at the 
Music Hall, good for nearly $89,000 
on the third week, unusual after get- 
ting $84,000, second stanza. 

Phil Spitalny-‘Geste’ combo are 
socko in their third week with $34,- 
000 at the Paramount, aided by two 
previews. Biz justifies a fourth week, 
but ‘Our Leading Citizen’ and Jim- 
mie Lunceford band go in today 
(Wed.), a previous commitment, for 
the single week. 

Strong second week is being turned 


|in by ‘Old Maid’ at the Strand, with | 
take a healthy $40,000, hefty after | 


the $50,000 opening stanza. 
third session. 

Another sturdy holdover attraction 
is ‘Stanley’ at the Roxy, where bet- 
ter than $30,000 seems assured after 
a fine $38,000 in its second week. 


Holds a 


These holdovers bucked the terrific | 


heat of last week and Monday of this 
week, but were aided by the down- 
Saturday and improved 


weather on Sunday. Majority of 


|theatres did fine weekend business, 
| with the influx of Fair crowds early | the papers for two weeks and drag- 
jin the week and up to Wednesday 


hold- | 
‘Ste -y an iwi rsto ne | - 
Stanley and Livingstone,’ in Georg 


| almost 


again proving a surprise element. 

Second-run State, hypoed by 
ge Jessel on stage, is climbing to 
$25,000 with ‘Andy Hardy 
Spring Fever.’ Rooney film no de- 
terrent 


| Estimates for This Week 





| previous 


Astor (1,012; 
(M-G) (15th week). 


night which is slightly ahead of the 
week, Film running 


| steadily between $11,000 and $12,000 
; even after long engagement. 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40) 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ (Col) and} 
‘Chasing Danger’ (20th) (2d run) | 
four days; and ‘Five Came Back’ 
(RKO) and ‘Susannah’ (20th) (both 
3d run), three days. Will take 
around $4,000. Last week, ‘Juarez’ 


the Kid’ 
(Rep) (1st run) four days; and ‘Get 
Away Murder’ (WB* and ‘Parents 
on Trial’ (Col) 
days, $4,100. 


‘Jones 
Family Hol (20th), smasho 
$22.500 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55) ‘Angels Wash Faces’ (WB) 
fe’ (Par). Mediocre 
Last week. ‘Hotel Women’ 
(20th) and ‘Moto Vacation’ (20th), 
seedy $11,000 

Orpheum (Loew) 


ivwood’ 


(2.900; 25-25-40- 


55) ‘Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie Vac 

tion’ (Col) Turning in smash $23.- 
'000 or better. If run single, misht 
have broken house record. Ca- 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) | 
|_‘Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Five Times Five’ | 


pacity-plus all the time. Last week, | 
‘Four Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Woman, 
Judge’ (Col), good $15,000. | 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55) ‘Island Lost Men’ (Par) and 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) Chalking 
up tepid $6.000. Last ‘Each 
Dawn’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Cowboy 


week 


| Quarterback’ (WB) (ist run). $6.200 


; 000. 


Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 25-35-40-50) 
3d run: 


‘Each Dawn’ (WB) | 4th wk. 
in town) and ‘Night Work’ (Par) (2d 
run: 3d wk. in town). N.s.h. 53.500 


on the wav. Last week. ‘Hell’s Kit- | 
chen’ (WB) and ‘Indianapolis’ (WB) 
(both 2d run), $3,500. 

State (Loew) (3.609: 
‘Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 
(Coil). Whamming in around 
Last week, ‘Four Feathers’ 
(ITA) and ‘Woman Judge’ (Col), $12.- 
000. ¢ 1 


25-55-40-55 ) 
Vacation’ 


$18.- | 


(both 2d run) three | 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55) ‘Island Lost Men® (Par) and 
‘Leading Citizen (Par). So-so $4,500 
promised. Last week, ‘Each Dawn’ | 
(WB) (2d run; 3d week in town) | 
and ‘Cowboy Quarterback (WB) | 
| (Ist run), $4,300. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25 


| second 


Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Oz’ (M-G), with stage appearance of 
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland. 
Looks like nearly $65,000, terrific, 
best here since house had stage 
policy. Rooney-Garland stay the sec- 


ynd week, but ‘Oz’ will be tested 
alone on third lap. Last week, 
‘Feathers’ (UA), $25,000, good for 


second week. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55) — ‘Lost 
Men’ (Par). Only about $6,500 
ight despite preview opening night. 
Previous week, ‘Miracles for 
(M-G), under $7,000, fair. 

Globe (1,700; 
Gates’ (Col). 
prospect, heat being blamed for dip. 
‘Stole Million’ (U) did $6,000 in 
week, above expectations, 


| after $8,500 initial week. 


| (20th) 
| (RKO) (1st run), coupled. 
| open 


Palace 


(2d run) and ‘Spellbinder’ 
This bill 
this morning (Wed.) after 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d run) anc 
‘Way Down South’ (RKO) (1st run) 
$5,800, poor, on six days 
combo should do better with 
lobby renovating completed in a few 
tacelifting has been to 


‘ + AT 
Bot iNCW 


} 


auai 


gays, no aid 
Wiz 
Paramount 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) and Jim eC 
Lunce band. Opens tl 
i Wed.), regular change day, one 
te’ (Par) and Phil 
grabbed $34,000 
third (final) stanza, and could have 
held a fourth but for previous com- 
mitments. Third week terrific, con- 
sidering $37,000, second week, and 


6 Bek. GE O8 Ch Be 
(3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 


‘Ges 


Spitafny band in 


;} smash $52,000, initial week. 


Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40-60- 
€4-99-$1.65) —‘Name Only’ (RKO) 
and stage show (3d week). Picture 
heading for $89,000 on final stanza 
after $64,000 in second week, terrif. 
‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ (RKO) opens to- 


morrow (Thurs). 
Rialto (750; 25-40-55 )—‘Conspiracy’ 
(RKO). Opened here yesterday 


{morning (Tues.) after a week of ‘Ex- 
| ile 
4 


Express’ (GN) at about $5,500, 
fair. ‘Bad Lands’ (RKO), ahead of 
that, $5.000, mild. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U). Around $32,- 
000 in sight, big coin for this time of 
year. Four weeks in prospect. Third 


25-40-55-65 )—‘Chips’ 
Did better than | 
| $11,000 on 14th week ending Monday 


in | 
Sale’ | 


25-35-55) — ‘Prison ! 
A little over $5,500 in | 


(1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Marshal’ | 


week of ‘Shall Have Music’ 
|ahead, did $12,500. 

| Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Stanley’ 
| (20th) and stage show (3d week). 
| Third stanza strong, with better than 
| $30,000 anticipated, nice coin after an 
okay $38,000 on the second week plus 
$52,000 opening week. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Hardy 
Spring Fever’ (M-G) (2d run) and, on 
stage, George Jessel. Very fancy 
$25,000 in prospect, best here in sev- 
eral weeks. Last week ‘Man About 
Town’ (Par) (2d run) and Jack 
Haley p. a., pretty good at under 
$18,000. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) and Heidt band (2d 
week). Hefty $40,000 in sight, un- 
usually strong after $50,000 opening 
week. Stays a third week. 


DAVIS - HOPKINS 
LEAD WASH. 
WITH 256 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

Nothing really matters this week 
except ‘The Old Maid,’ which gave 
Earle biggest opening of season and 
is leading the town. Closest rival is 
‘These Glamour Girls,’ which can 
thank space given all-local revue for 
dragging it above ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes,’ only other new pic. 

Three holdovers all doing oke 
| with ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ away 
in front and ‘Each Dawn I Die’ and 
|‘Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ tussling 
for second place. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40- 
66)—These Glamour Girls’ (M-G) 
land vaude. Seventh annual ‘Going 
| Native,’ all-local revue, dominated 


(U), in 











|ging week up to fair $14,500. Last 
| week, ‘Hotel for Women’ (20th) and 

Woody Herman orch light $14,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
| ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
downtown after two good stanzas at 
|Palace and shooting at nice $5,500. 
|Last week, ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) 
(2d run) slid to dull $3,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) and vaude. It’s all 
j}up to Bette Davis-Miriam Hopkins 
starrer and it’s leading the town 
with a smashing $25,000. Last week, 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) solid $15,000. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘To- 
|morrow Comes’ (U). Reviews not 
|the expected raves, but Dunne- 


| Boyer pie will get good $10,000. Last 


week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) (3d 
week) satisfactory $4,500 for five 
| days. 

| Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Each 


| Dawn’ (WB) (2d run). Back dowii- 
{town after good week at Earle and 
| should win okay $5,000. Last week, 
| ‘Blondie’ (Col) satisfactory $4,000. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
| ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Holding to average repeat fig- 
ure of $8,500. Last weék, same pic 
took nice $17,000. 


‘Iron Mask’ Lincoln’s 
| “* Sole Puller, $3,560 


Lincoln, Aug, 22. 
This | 


week promises no upturn, 
with biz staying at that agonizing 
so-so keel, if that good. ‘Man in 
Iron Mask’ looms as the only solid 
money grabber, with a satisfactory 
$3,500 in the offing. 

The othe are practically nil. 
Lone rainbow in the sky appears to 
be the state fair visitors, coming in 
around the first of September. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25)—‘Never Say Die’ (Par) and 
‘Silver Sage’ (Par) split with ‘Ari- 


zona Wildcat’ (20th) and ‘Back Door 
Heaven’ (Col). Looks like $1,700, 
fairly healthy considering every- 
thing. Last week, ‘Bridal Suite’ 
Par and ‘You and Me’ (M-G), split 
| with ‘Service Deluxe’ (U) and ‘King 
Underworld’ (WB), poor $1,800. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 
10-25-40 )—‘Iron Mask’ (UA). Should 
hop to nifty $3,500. Last week, 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), nice 
$3,300. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25. 
35)—'Sun Never Sets’ (U), split with 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par). Not likely 
to better poor $2,500. Last week, 
‘Off Record’ (WB), faded to fair 
$2,700. 
| Warsity (Noble-NTI) (1,100: 10-20. 


|} 25)—‘Coast Guard’ (U) split with 
;*‘Annabel’ (RKO). Good enough 
$1.700. Last week, ‘Great Man Votes’ 
(RKO) and ‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO), 


low $1,700. 
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Murphy, for ‘Oz, Takes 
Over Syracuse Parks © 
For Moppet Contests 





Syracuse, Aug. 22. 

Syracuse ‘Wizard of 
Oz’ provided Manager Frank Mur- 
phy of Loew’s State an opportunity 
for a well-rounded exploitation pro- 
gram, now paying dividends in 
packed houses, 

Frank Baum, author of the ‘Oz’ 
stories, was originally of Syracuse. 
Harold Arlen, who collabed in writ- 
ing of music for the film, also hailed | 
from here and Murphy made heavy |! 
newspaper capital of these facts. 

In addition Murphy organized a 
‘Wizard of Oz’ costume party with | 
cash and ticket prizes which was run | 
through the city parks. In this con- 
nection he loaned scores of stills to} 
the various park directors and all 
the park bulletin boards became bill- | 
boards for the film as youngsters | 
gathered to study details of costum- 
ing. Newspapers gave this a good 
spread, 


‘angles’ in 





Kids Parade in ‘Oz’ Costumes 


New Orleans, Aug. 22. 

Several hundred kids costumed as 
the Tin Woodsman, Dorothy, the 
Scarecrow and other characters in 
the ‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) competed 
jn a contest staged here Saturday 
(19) by Manager Rodney D. Toups 
and his blurbist, Bob Woods, in con- 
nection with the showing of the film. 
Contest attracted newspapers who 
had photogs and reporters to cover | 
the event. Result was pictures and 
news in Sunday papers. 

Toups garnered additional space 
by holding special preview for press | 
and better films groups. Tie-ups 
were effected with leading depart- 
ment stores which advertised sale | 
of ‘Wizard of Oz’ books in newspa- 
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| member of your organization? 





EXPLOITATION 


We 








dnesday, August 23, 1939 








By John C. Flinn 





At the moment when the film industry is suffering 
from a bad case of jitters, climaxed by the thumbs- 
attitude of the Department of Justice on the 
proposed trade practice code; by labor uncertainties as 
result of the jurisdictiona! dispute between the Four- 
A’s and the IATSE; and by the shadow of European 
war-clouds, there comes from the Dallas, Texas, head- 
quarters of the Interstate Circuit, a refreshing, en- 
couraging and quite amazing document—copy of an 


aown 





| address made recently by Karl Hoblitzelle to the as- 


sembled managers of the company’s theatres. 

Therein is no mention of cash-prize contest for 
upped boxoffice receipts, no allusion to the ultimate 
financial rewards which always come to hard-work- 
ing, high-powered theatre managers, There is no out- 


| line, with chart illustrations, of the latest ‘Hoblitzelle 
| Month Drive.’ 


None of that. But a lot of this: 

‘I would like to touch on the question of citizenship. 
I don't think a man is any particular asset to any 
organization unless he is a good citizen in the com- 
munity in which he resides, There is no future to any 
community or to any nation that hasn’t good citizens. 
So I would frankly say that good citizenship is the 
foundation, the basement, of any structure you are 
going to build, and I think the first obligation of every 
man and woman in our organization is to become good 
citizens of their city or town, because if you are, you 
will command respect and you will conduct your busi- 
ness along good lines and your business will command 
respect. We are not building for today. We are build- 
ing for tomorrow. 

‘Now I have a reason for that, and I think you fei- 
lows will agree with me. No institution can survive 
and no institution can live indefinitely without respect. 
You start to do something in your community that is 
constructive, that is for the public good, and sooner or 
later it will become known and you will get the credit 
for it. It might be that someone in your organization 
will go into a store and somebody will speak to him. 
It might be one of your ushers, it might be your jani- 
tor, but somebody will speak to him and say, ‘Well, I 
understand you are part of such and such an organiza- 
tion. That is a fine thing you are doing.’ 

HOW IT REACTS 

‘What does that do to the organization? 

that do to your people? What does 


What does 
that ao to that 
He throws his chest 
out a little. It makes him proud of his organization. 
It draws to your institution the better elements of a 
community, because they feel that you represent the 
better and finer things of life. 

‘I want each and every one of you to strive to cre- 
ate the feeling in the communities and neighborhoods 
in which you operate that the people there are better 


| for having you among them, that you have contributed 


pers. Book shops featured displays | 
of Baum’s book. 
Another publicity stunt during 


past week which grabbed yards of 
space in The Item-Tribune exploited 
Paramount’s ‘Star Maker’ and 


TTS ALREADY HAPPY 


worked up advance interest in show- | 


ing. Walt Dun took bows for this. 
Stories and pictures announced se- 
Jection of local orphan invited ky 
Linda Ware, starlet of pix, to pre- 
miere in Hollywood. She was ac- 
companied by Frances Bryson, Item- 
Tribune sob sister, 
Crystal Gazer Approves 
St. Louls, Aug. 22. 

Cuffo fortune teller in the 
Jobby of Loew’s for a week before 
opening was one of the highlights of 
an exploitation campaign for M-G’s 
*‘Wizard of Oz.’ Chet Vickery, treas- 
urer, conceived the mind reading 
stunt and Manager ‘Chick’ Evens 
and Jimmy Harris, p.a., through the 
St. Louis Society of Magicians dug 
up a McCoy ‘master mind,’ provided 
him with costume and crysial ball, 
and planked him in a gypsy booth in 
the lobby. To avoid any conflict with 
John Law the fortune teller worked 
yvratis and after each seance told his 
customer ‘It will be your good for- 
tune to see a good motion picture in 
this theatre next It’s “The 
Wizard of Oz.’ He did a land office 


cag 
b°s 


week. 


biz, even the oldsters falling for the 
gag. 

Through the co-op of the City 
Park Dept. Evens and Harris pulled 
a coloring contest for kiddies using 
the city’s 40 playgrounds. Ducats 


for ‘Oz’ were the prizes. 


‘Oz’ Window Displays in Seattle 
Seattle, Aug. 22. 
The Bon Marche, big department 
store, looks like a miniature fairy- 
Jand in some of its departments and 
in four or five ef its major show 
windows. The store is sure enough 


‘tieing in’ with the ‘Wizard of Oz’ | 
(M-G), opening this. week at Fifth 


Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen). 
This is one of the major tie-ins of 
the kind in many a moon. Vic 


Guantlett and Eddie Rivers of the | 


H-E adv. staff went to work on it. 
Headliner for the Bon is an ‘Oz’ 


style show and passing out of 10,000 | 


printed pages of outlines of the 
characters in the pix. These are for 
the children to color, and to get true 
to the colors as shown in the tech- 
nicolor production, the kids must see 
the show. Prizes are given for the 
best color job done by the youthful 
competitors; ranging from a bike to 
roller skates, 


and con- 


something definite, something worthwhile 











If we can do that, this thing can earry on 
indefinitely, You know the vast majority of business 
organizations come and go. We have a few that go on 
but the majority of them don’t. They go for a gen- 
eration, or for two generations, and then they are out 
of the picture. I am inclined to think that that is due 
very largely to the lack of the human element in the 
thing. If our company were to go to pot, say after Bob 
O'Donnell and myself passed out of the picture, I 
would say that we had done a very bad job of it. We 
don't want to feel that this company revolves around 
one man or two men or a dozen, We want to feel that 
this company is an institution that will go on from one 
generation to another. Why? Because the rank and 
file have got the right incentive, the right conception 
and the right motive power. 

‘Help your community. You can make your theatres 
during the hours that they are dark, available for 
meetings and other things. You can encourage mem- 
bers of your organization to take an interest in fine 
civic things. I don’t mean that you should neglect 
your business, but in all our theatres everybody has 
a certain amount of time that they can devote to these 


things, 
GOOD CITIZENSHIP 


‘Let’s try to make good management synonymous 
with good citizenship, and just see how your theatre 
will rise in the public estimation, and bear in mind 
that it is your organization that is going to impress the 
community, and it isn’t whether your theatre is built 
of stone, or brick, or just simply a wooden structure,’ 

Interstate managers are encouraged to become mem- 
bers of local Rotary, Kiwanis and other civic clubs, and 
to take active interest in the projects of these organiza- 
tions. Currently, Bob O’Donnell is an enthusiastic 
cheer-leader for the Variety Club of Dallas, composed 
of showmen, and dedicated to effective charitable work 
for children. 

‘Little Theatre’ movements are encourged across the 
Texas landscape by standing invitations to local thesps 
to use the Interstate and Texas Consolidated theatres 
for performances, during open playing time. Religious 
services are held on Sunday in scores of theatres by 
groups that do not yet possess structures of their own. 
There’s continuing cooperation between theatre man- 
agements and the Parent-Teacher Assns. 

Voting at all local and national elections and payment 
of individual poll taxes are musts for members of the 
Hoblitzelle organization. They are encouraged to ac- | 
cept Jury duty, when called. 

Commercial organizations operating in fields distant 


structive. 


—s 


FILM SHOWMANSHIP : 





Single vs. Dual Biils 
Successfully Launched 
At UA House in S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 18. 
Editor, VARiety: 

We just introduced our new season 
and it was so successful that I 
thought perhaps you might be in- 
terested in what we did. 

First of all, our opposition lowered 
their prices, and what with our be- 
ing the only single feature house in 
town we really had to do a job of 
selling. 

We handled it in the following 
manner: No mention was made of 
the difference in price. We only 
sold the fact that we were opening 
our new season and listed the pic- 
tures to prove it. Secondly, that 
this first picture was a great begin- 
ning to our greatest season of hits. 

We inferred that everyone wanted 
single features by using the lines, 
‘entertainment as you like it, with 
pictures so big we present single 
features exclusively.’ And by using 
another line which proved our most 
successful one and which we have 
incorporated into our sig cuts, 
‘everyone knows big pictures always 
play single bill.’ 

We listed in our ads along wiih the 
above several of the coming attrac- 
tions, 

We sold this campaign in news- 
paper ads, specially written stories, 
a very comprehensive radio cam- 
paign and through our screen and 
lobby. 

Incidently, I had a genuine thrill 
when, for the first time in the many 
years I have been in the picture 
business, I heard and saw an ad- 
vertising trailer applauded. 

Our first picture, ‘Man in the Iron 





from the theatre have been interested in the results of 
the Texas film circuit’s campign to build public good | 
will for the industry. The fundamentals of the plan 
have been adopted over a wide territory by~ other 
companies, 








NEW YEAR IN OKLA. CITY 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 22. petition 


temple. 
Evangelist 
tasy while n 


medium of promotion in exploiting 

the top-notch attractions of the nev 

season booked for the Criterion and 

Midwest theatres. | gregation pla 
Fifteen spot announcements a day | roles. 





Aimee’s Whimsy 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Aimee Semple McPherson pro- 
vided theatres with a little com- 
on Metro’s 


narrated 
embers 
ved 


PAR NW PUTS NIX” 
ON BAD BIZ ALIBIS 


Mask,’ did a really terrific business 
and then we came back with ‘They 
Shall Have Music’ to the biggest 
opening we have had in more than 
a year and a half. 

Proving what Herman Cohen, who 
owns this theatre, and I feel: that 
single features are and can be suc- 
cessful. 

Charles Schlaifer, 
United Artists Theatre. 








‘Wizard of Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 


With one of the greatest cam- Oz’ last Sunday (20), With stu- The Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
paigns ever launched locally, Stand- dio’s permission, Mrs. McPherson mount) has established an ‘alibi | 
ard Theatres started the new season and her congregation staged a |committee’ in connection with its | 
|with a ‘Happy New Movie Year’ takeoff on ‘Wizard’ before 4,000 present ‘Greatest Movie Season’ | 
campaign, using every proven auditors who jammed her j|campaign. Roy Blentz, Gopher man- 


ager, has been appointed chairman. 
Object is to sift the reasons any the- | 





the fan- 


of the con- atre manager might give for lack of 
the principal satisfactory business. 
A number of August alibis have 





were purchased for four consecutive | 
days on KOCY here; each being a 
greeting and plug on the current pic- 


‘Japs Warn Foreigners 


been ruled out. These include cir- 
cuses, night baseball, rain, roller 


derby, fishing trip, community pic- | 


tures read to a background of Auld aon band ogg — — “ ize 
Lang Syne. Plugs were spaced A F Fil H ights, wrestling contests, beer tav- 
throughout the day and were ap- Way rom rium ouses os re egg excursions, a4 
proximately fifty words in length. - ™ games, radio programs and | 


In addition, lobby displays were 
constructed in each of the. theatres 
and marquees hung with Christmas 
bells. Twelve thousand direct mail 
folders were also sent out and all 
cashiers and telephone girls in of- 
fices answered incoming calls with 
‘Happy New Movie Year.’ The en- 
tire campaign was planned and 
irected by E. A. ‘Pat’ Patchen, ad- 
vertising manager of Standard. 

Featured films were, ‘Wiza 
Oz,’ ‘Lady of the Tropics,’ 
Tomorrow Comes,” ‘Bachelor 
> *First Love,’ ‘In Name Only,’ 
‘Beau Geste,’ ‘The Old Maid,’ ‘Each 
Dawn I Die,’ ‘The Star Maker,’ 
‘The Women.’ 


| Niblick Come-On 


| Kenosha, Wis., Aug. 22. 


rd of 


Mother 


ana 





liam Exton, manager of the Kenosha 
| here, booked the short, ‘Shooting for 
Par,’ and promoted free golf lessons 
for his patrons. 

To sell the idea, Exton advertised 
the tieup on the local daily’s sports 
page. 





EPICUREAN SWITCHEROO 
Houston, Aug. 22. 
Pete Smith’s Metro short, ‘Culi- 
nary Carving,’ was given top billing 
over ‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring 
Fever’ at Loew’s State here. 
Newspaper ads 
the space to the Smith reel. 


Tokyo, Aug. 5. 
ago, many film 


ago, 
rating under the 


week 
ope 


Since a 
theatres 


| Shochiku-Yoga banner have put up 


levery fore 


‘When | 


they stated that it was merely a 
publicity stunt and nothing more. | 
| They were just taking advantage of 
the current anti-British demonstra- 
tions by getting a lot of free adver- 


He 


signs at the gates with bold char- 
acters warning ‘All foreigners who 
are hostile to Japan....Keep Out!’ 
ywever, when the management of 
ie OF tnem 


r f questioned as to 
whether they really meant it, and 
were actually going to question 


igner that tried to enter, 


| tising in this manner, 


With the golf season upon us, Wil- | 





It is amusing to note that the pic- 
ture plaving at the chain theatres on 
the week that they put up the glar- 
ing slogans was ‘Four Men and a 
Prayer,’ which glorifies the courage 
and activities of four Britishers who 
were out to seek vindication for the 
murder of their father, a British 
military officer. 





Starring Linda Darnell 





Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Linda Darnell gets star billing for 
the first time in ‘Public Deb No. 1,’ 


'clated to roll next month at 20th- 
Fox. 
Actress was recently withdrawn 


| 
devoted 80% of 


from ‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ be- 


cause her role was not important 
enougt Studio wants to build her 
"p 





|golf tournaments. 


'Par’s ‘Star Maker’ Preem 


Stunts on Both Coasts 
A dinner party for 
others, followed by a 


critics 
preview 


and | 


of 


| ‘Star Maker,’ was put on by Para- 


;}mount Monday night (21), in New 
| York, with hosting at the Interna- 
| tional Casino, Preview held at the 


Broadway Par. 
The same night, with the picture 


{previewed on the Coast, a dinner 
|party was given there to the press. 
|Stars and celebs, including Gus Ead- | 
wards, now in Hollywood. 


Now It’s ‘Style Shows’ 


i 
| 
| 
San Antonio, Aug. 22. 
Banko screeno, buzzo and mer- 
chants gift nights all have been tried 
as a trade stimulant. Now comes a| 
‘style show’ to be introduced by this | 
city’s Interstate house which has | 
recently opened, the Broadway. 
Local debs will strut their sar- | 
torial stuff on Thursday (24). 





Liquid Trailer 


Metro is seeking to stop the mar- 
keting of a Scarlett O'Hara cocktail. 
Company in Atlanta is behind it. 

A New York hotel is understood te | 
be also offering the cocktail, making ' 








it themselves with corn liquor as 


\the base, 


Child Star to Scranton 
For Preem of ‘Under-Pup’ 


Universal exploitation department 
is putting on a special publicity and 
stunt campaign for world premiere 
of ‘The Under-Pup’ at the Strand, 
Scranton, Pa., tomorrow (Thursday). 
Gloria Jean, young singer starring in 
her first motion picture, arrived in 
New York on Monday (21) from the 
Coast with Charles Previn, musical 


| director of Universal studios. 
| 


Press reception was arranged for 
the singing prodigy at the St. Moritz 
hotel and a press interview on the 
air arranged with Mayor La Guardia 
at the World’s Fair. Home office 
executives and newspaper men will 


accompany Miss Jean on a special 


| train to Scranton. 


Two-day celebration has been ar- 
ranged in Scranton, Jean’s home 
town, by Mayor Fred J. Huester and 


committee of citizens, with Thurs 
day being proclaimed ‘Gloria Jean 
Day.’ Parade of civic, patriotic 
groups and delegations of hard- 
coal miners will start from the P. R 
R. station on arrival of the special 
train, 

On Sunday (27) arrangement: 
have been made with the New York 


World’s Fair to have Gloria sing st 
the fountain and fireworks display 
that evening. 





Ghost Story Tieup 


Cedarsburg, Wis., Aug. 22. 

In connection -with a midnight 
ghost show held at the Rivoli, man- 
ager Mark Morgan offered passes for 
best ghost stories in condensed 
form. Winners’ names were posted 
in theatre boxoffice window. 

Film shown was ‘Crime of Dr. 
Crespi.’ 





‘U. P.”” HANGOVER 


Lincoln, Aug. 22. 
‘Union Pacific’ days are still hang- 
ing over in Nebraska. 
Even the county fairs are adopting 
‘bearded days’ and it looks like it 
will continue indefinitely. 






































ne August 23, 1939 














Casney- Raft Socko $22,000 in Frise risco: 
‘Oz’ $16,000, H.0.s Show Stamina 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

Pix reflecting prosperous condi- 
tions of entire city this week, with 
all amusements garnering plenty of 
the gravy. Main stem repeat trade 
was strong enough to justify hold- 
in four of Market Street’s 
houses. Warfield, with 
smashed all opening 
day records for years despite bulk 
of attendance in kid classification. 
Fox opened even more amazing with 
little ballyhooed ‘Each Dawn I Die.’ 
Golden Gate looked for a fair week 
with ‘Spellbinder’ while almost wish- 
ing it held for a fourth week sur- 
prising ‘Bac helor Mother.’ 

Paramount, Orpheum, United Ar- 
tists and St. Francis all well satisfied 
holdover attractions are 


overs 
seven major 
‘Wizard of Oz,’ 


with way 
holding up. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Each 
Dawn’ (WB) and _ ‘Indianapolis’ 
(WB). Pointing to a smash $22,000. 
week Crix solidly favorable to 
Cagney and Raft. Last week, ‘Lady 


(M-G) and ‘All Come 


of Tropics’ 


Out’ (M-G), fell somewhat under 
expectations, but still all right at 
$13,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 


“Spellbinder’ (RKO), March of 
Time. and RKO vaude unit. In view 
of exceptionally heavy competish, 
estimated $13,500 is good. Pathe 
newsreel of Nevada train wreck will 
help. Opening day p.a. of Lee Tracy, 
back from Honolulu, contributed a 
strong pull. Last week, third of 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and Eddie 
Peabody stage show, pulled a virile 
$12,500 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 30-35-40) 
—Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and “They 
Asked for It’ «U) (2d wk). Looks 
like $10,500, okay for a summer hold- 


over. Jimmie Fidler dropped in 
while waiting for his Hawaii-bound 
ship, which didn’t hurt b.o. Same 
features last week grossed $14,000. 
Orpheum still running “They Asked 
for It’ at matinees only, novel for 
Frisco. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 30-40) 
—Livingstone’ (20th) and ‘Chan at 
Treasure Island’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Good second week at $14,500, helped 
along by extra publicity tie-in with 
San Franci News carrier contest. 
Last week finished with 
dous $22,000 

St. Francis 


sco 


(F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 

‘Lady of Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘All 
Cun Out’ (M-G). After a slightly 
disappointing week at the mammoth 
Fox, this bill has been moved into |} 
the intimate St. Francis for a nice} 
enough $4.500 session. Last week, 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Drum- 
mond’ (Par), also visitors from the 
Fox, went over the top with $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
§5-75)—‘Shall Have Music’ (UA) (3d 
wk). Strong enough to pull $5,500. 
satisfactory enough for a_ third 
stanza. Last week's $ 
in the black 


Warfield ‘(F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
“Oz (M-G) Spurred by critical 
raves. much advance ballyhoo and 
smart promotion, ‘Oz’ looks to give 
Warfield a socko $16,000. Opening 
day broke house records from way 
back, despite heavy proportion of 
kids at low rates. Toy Day at Treas- 
ure Island was a press-agent’s dream 
for tie-ins. Last week, holdover of 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th), still running 


Call-Bulletin, and ‘Quick 
sot sizz able $9, 000. 


serially in 
Millions’ (20th) 


TROPICS’ $8,000 


IN ZINGY OMAHA 


Omaha, Aug. 22. 


a tremen-} 


+ 








| 


| 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Wee WOOE on noc cosc. $1,492,100 
(Based on 24 cities, 156 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
eS a ee $1,513,900 
(Based on 25 Cities, 157 theatres) 








Thousand Enemies’ (M-G). 
angle on Robert Taylor 
$8,000, nice. Last week, 
stanza of ‘Chips’ (M-G) and 
Imperial’ (Par), $6,000. mediocre. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Livingstone’ (20th) and ‘Could 
Happen to You’ (20th). Heavy ad- 
vance buildup and early openings 
helping to $10,200, swell. Last 
week, ‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) and 
‘Lady Kentucky’ (Par), $8,000, very 
ordinary. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250: 10-20-25) 
—‘Colorado Sunset’ (Rep), ‘Code 
Streets’ (U), and ‘Secret Service Air’ 
(WB), tripler; split with ‘Washington 
Square’ (20th), ‘Juarez’ (WB) and 
‘Chasing Danger’ (20th), 
Heavy bill aiming at $1,300, very 
nice. Last week, ‘Texas Steers’ 
(Rep), ‘Missing Daughters (Col) and 
‘King of Turf’ (UA), tripler, split 
with ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), ‘Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) and ‘King Gamblers’ (Par), 
tripler, $1, 200, good. 


Local 


‘OZ’ GREAT 196, 


| wk.), 


DUNNE-BOYER 
10146, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, 
Theatres are keeping 
the industrial push now becoming 
evident in the Pittsburgh area. Some 
of the subsequent runs are still com- 
plaining about business, but local 
opinion is that the squawks will dis- 
appear as the new product filters 
down to them. 


Aug. 22 
pace with 


Leader in this week’s parade is 
Penn with ‘Wizard of Oz,’ which is 
| booming for a sock week Matinees 


| 


7,500 also well | 


‘Stanlev and Livingstone’ blazing 
the trail for a smash $10,200 at the | 
Orpheum. Heavy advance campaign | 
and early openings helping b.o. take. | 


Nebraska's own Bob 
ing ‘Lady of Tropics’ to $8,000 at the 
Omaha with town’s hig 
college crowds providing 
tronage. 


Stiff competish from free com- | 
munity sings at local park drawing 


20,000 every Sunday 
suburbans especially. 
Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 


night. Hurting 


berg) (800-650-950; 10-25) — ‘Wash- 
ington Square’ (20th) and ‘Juarez’ 
(WB), dual; split with ‘Good Girls 
Paris’ (Col). ‘Code Streets’ (U) and 


‘Secret Service of Air’ (WB), tripler. 
Strong bill heading for $1,800, dandy. 
Last week, ‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (20th), dual. 
Turf’ (UA), ‘Kid Kokomo’ (WB) and 
‘Hound Baskervilles’ (20th), tripler, 
$1,700, nice, 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 


Taylor boost- | 


h school and | 
heavy pa- | 





split with ‘King | 


25-35-40 )— Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) 
and ‘Saint London’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Good for $4,000. all right. First | 
week kept building with word-of- | 
mouth to $6,000, swell. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,000: 10-25-40)— 
Lady of Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Six 


are terrific but sag in night biz will 
prevent this one from breaking into 


the new record class. Best of the 
summer for Alvin is gross being reg- 
istered by ‘When Tomorrow Comes’ 
despite superior sniffs by crix. After 
being closed for major part of sum- 
mer, Fulton comes back into the 
running with ‘Second Fiddle’ and a 
profitable week 

Two holdovers are giving a good 
account of themselves. ‘Four Feath- 


ers’ moved from Penn to Warner is 
still pulling and ‘Hotel [Or Women’ 
moved from Alvin to Senator will 
give the house its best week in 
months 

Stanley using extra space on 
‘Angels Wash Their Faces.’ Crix 
like it and will help house to an 
average wee! 


aabieaien for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1.850; 25-35-50) 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U). Heading for 
$10,500, excellent. Certain to hold. 
Last week, ‘Hotel Women’ (20th) fin- 
ished strong at $9.500, and move- 
over to Senator. 

Fulton (Shea-Hvde? (1.700; 22-40) 

‘Second haence (20th). House 
opened Wednesd: (16) after six 
week summe cealen Will beat 


$6,000, a none at th stand. High 


temperatures of past week hurting 
because house has no cooling plant 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Oz’ (M-G). Terrific matinee 
has theatre opening hour early to 
accommodate crowds. Night biz le 
ample, but gross will go to terrific 
$19,000. Sure to hold Last week, 
‘Feathers’ (UA) swell $17.500 and 
moved to Warne 

Senator (Harris) (1.750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Hotel Women’ (20th) Moved 
over from Alvin Best in months 
here at $2.800. Last week, ‘White 
Banners’ (WB) and ‘Second Honey- 
moon’ (20th), split with ‘Souls at 
Sea’ (Par) and ‘My Bill’ (WB) aver- 


age $1,200. 


Stanley (WB) (3.600; ~ Sa 50 )— 
‘Angels Wash Faces’ (WB). Ordinary 
$10,500 in sight. Last week, ‘Each 
Dawn’ (WB) (2d wk), fair $8,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Feathers’ (UA) Moved over from 
Penn and zooming along for $6,500. 
excellent Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ 
(UA) (2d wk) held for good $5,700 


Mrs. Muni. to Act 


Hollywood, Aug. 
(Mrs. Paul Muni 
by Warners for the 
‘Mama Raviola’ which 
titled ‘T'wo Sons.’ 


and George Raft 


ya 

Bella Finkel i) 
being tested 
name role of 
was previously 
James Cagney 
will be co-starred 


is 


“FRAUD’-‘INDIANAPOLIS’ 
GET $3,800, SEATTLE 


; the Blue Mouse. 


Seattle, Aug. 22 


‘When Tomorrow Comes’ had 


big | 


opening week at the Paramount, and | 


now slides along in second stanza at 


‘Mr. Chips’ winds 


{up at the Music Box with trade hold- 


ling 


| Fraud’ 


helping to | 
second | 
‘Hotel | 


|*Pilot X’ 


tripler. | 


| Last week, 


steadily nifty. 
Is trying for the dough at Or- 
pheum, while Liberty has new bill. 


but not so forte. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Tomorrow Comes’ 
(U) (2d wk) moved over from Par- 
amount, and ‘Back Door 
(Par) (Ist wk.). Looks like 
$2.600. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ 
(2d wk) and ‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO) 
(Ist wk) nice enough $2,600. 


‘Magnificent | 


Heaven’ | 
gz 0d | 
(UA) | 


Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(1,900; 21-27-32)—‘Tarzan Son’ 
and ‘Maisie’ (M-G). Heading 
slow $2,300. Last week, ‘Mr. Lincoln’ 


for | 


(M-G) | 


PR TURE GROSSES _ 


VA RIE T Y 9 


‘Or’ Clicks Of Big $34,000, ‘Music’ 
Fairish 156, Ted Lewis Gives Orph 
Fancy 21G; L.A. Heat Wilts Par, 5G 





+ —= 
| 
Los Angeles, Aug. 22 
Broadway Grosses Grosses on current stanza headed 
oe | skyward in most of first run situa- 


Estimated Total Gress 
This Week . ; $348,800 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 











tions, despite heat wave and counter 
attractions. Ted Lewis, heading his 
own revue at the Orpheum, is piling 
up biggest solo gross, giving house 
first big profit week in number of 


S|) ere $284,800 months. Tops his previous record 
(Based on 11 Theatres) here by $1,000. 

‘Wizard of Oz’ is giving Loew’s 

| State and Grauman’s Chinese an- 

‘Man in Iron Mask’ and ‘S.O.S, Tidal | other big week. ‘They Shall Have 

| Wave. Third week of ‘Each Dawn I | Music’ just fair at Warner day- 

' Die’ and ‘Cowboy Quarterback’ good | daters, Downtown and Hollywood, 


(20th) full week, dualed with ‘Tell 
No Tales’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Texas’ (M- | 
G), split. only fair $2,400. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— | 
‘Songs and Saddles’ (Premier) and} 


‘Last Warning’ (U), dual, split with 
(Premier) and ‘Winner Take 
All’ 
Last week, ‘Lone Star Pioneers’ (Col) 
and O’Connor’ (M-G) (2d run), dual. 
split with ‘Persons Hiding’ (Par) (2d 
run) and ‘Terror Tinytown’ (Mono), 
dual, moderate $1,800. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) and ‘Borrowed Time’ 
(2d wk). Deriving an okay $4.800. 
same films, swell $7,900. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42 )— 
‘Man Hang’ (Col) and ‘Parents Trial’ 
(Col). Moderate $3,500. Last week, 
‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and 
Daughters’ (Col) okay $4,000. 


| week, ‘Frontier 
(20th), dual. Mild $1,800 in store. | 


front’ 


at Fabian Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3,274: 25-35-50) — 
Million’ (Par) and ‘Unexpected 
Father’ (U). Okay $15,000. Last 
Marshal’ (20th) and 
‘Forgotten Woman’ (U) fine $17,500. 
Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Beau Geste’ 
(Par) and ‘Blondie Vacation’ (Col). 
Splendid $20,000. Last week, ‘Mag- 
nificent Fraud’ (Par) and ‘Water- 
(WB), good $15,000. 
Met (3,618: 25-35-50)—Iron 
(UA) and ‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep). 


‘Stole 


Mask’ 
Good | 


| $16,000 for nine days. 


| Dawn’ 
| back’ 


(M-G) | 


‘Missing | 
| 


Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


(850: 27-37-42)—‘Chips’ (M-G) 
Wound up its final five days 
with good $2,000. Last week, $2,600, 
big. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
600; 27-37-42)—‘Magnificent Fraud’ 
(Par) and ‘Indianapolis’ (WB). Pace 
is around $3,800, mild. Last 
‘Each Dawn’ 
(20th) 
okay 

Palomar 


(2d wk), nine days, 
(Sterling) (1.350; 16-27- 
42)—‘Get Away Murder’ (WB) 
run) and ‘Girl from Rio’ 
plus vaude. Getting a fair 
Last week, ‘Heritage Desert’ 
and ‘Smuggled Cargo’ (Rep) 
vaude, $3,600, fair. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(Par) 
and 


(8th | 


week, | 
(WB) and ‘Boy Friend’ | 
$4,800, | 


(2d | 
(Mono) | 
$2,500. | 


| among film patrons, 
| the word along in 


| oldsters, 


(3,039; 27-37-42 )—‘Stanley’ (20th) and 
‘Quick Millions’ (20th). Immense | 
$9.200. Last week . ‘Tomorrow Comes’ 
(U) and ‘Chan in Reno’ (20th), rous- 


ing $6,800 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27-32) 


—East Side Heaven’ (U) and ‘Love 
or Money’ (U). Fair $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Angels Wings’ 


(Par) $2,100, good. 


HEDY- TAYLOR $4) 800, 
OKLA. CITY B.0. FINE 


Oklahoma City, 


bush’ 


Aug. 22 
(ood 


grosses in sight all around. 
with ‘Lady of Tropics’ leading and 
‘When Tomorrow Comes’ close be- 
hind. 


Estimates for This Week 

(Stan) (1,500: 25-35-40) 
Comes’ (U) Good 

‘Iron Mask’ (UA), 


Criterion 

‘Tomorrow 
$4,300. Last w 
fair $3,500. 

Liberty (Stan) (1.200; 15-20-25) 
‘6.000 Enemies’ (M-G) and ‘Cowboy 
Quarterback’ (WB), split with ‘Un- 
dereover Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Timber 


reek, 


Stampede’ (RKO). Nice enough 
$2.500 Last week, ‘Magnificent 
Fraud (Par) and ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par), split with ‘Night Work’ 
(Par) and ‘Drummond’ (Par), good 
$2.300 
Midwest (Stan) (1,500: 25-35-40) 

‘Ladv of Tropics’ (M-G) Very good 
$4.800. Last week ‘Leading Citizen’ 


(Pa g00d0 $3,600. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40) 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) on move ver. 
So-so $800. Last week, ‘Hardy Feve1 
(M-G), smash $1,200, also on a move- 
ovel 

State (Noble) (1,100: 15-20-25) 
‘Blue Montana Skies’ (Rep) and 
‘Boys Reformatory’ (Mono), split 
with ‘Woman Doctor’ (Col) and 
‘King of the Turf’ (UA). Good $2,400. 
Last week, ‘Pony Express’ (Rep) and 
‘Wife’s Relatives’ (Rep), split with 


‘Blind Alley’ (Col) and ‘Stunt Pilot’ 
(Mono), good $2,400. 


Tower (Stan) (1,000; 20-25-35)— 


‘Iron Mask’ (UA) on moveover. So- 
so $1,600. Last week, ‘Bridal Suite 
(20th), n.g. $1,100. 


‘GESTE’ $20,0 000, B’KLYN 


‘Iron Mask’ Dual in ‘Chips at $16,000 


—Dawn’ H.O. Still Fine 14G 
Brooklyn, Aug. 22. 
Heat wave continued in this area 


denting downtown deluxers some- 
what but not enough to upset man- 
agers. Best biz evidenced at Fabian’ 
Fox where crowds flocked to gande: 
‘Beau Geste’ ‘Blondie Takes Va- 

ation,’ Loew’ Met strong witl 


ina 


’ 
Word- i-moutn UNUSUALLY 


| fortab 


(Col) and ‘Am- 
i Men’ 


jing 


Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Each 
(WB) and ‘Cowboy Quarter- 
(WB) plus ‘Son of Liberty’ 
(3d wk). Nice $14,000. Last week 
good $18,000. 


OF BIG $10,000, 
BURNS 9446, 
L VILLE 


Louisville. Aug. 22. 
‘Wizard of Oz’ is the big topic 
along the main stem this week, and 
is causing plenty of oral comment 


who are passing 
great fashion that 


at last here is a pic production that | 
rings the bell on all points. It’s get- 
tine a big play from youngsters and 


with a slight indifference 


being displayed by sophisticated 

=~ f ‘ } , 
patrons. Loew's State running the 
pic as a single, and easily copping 
i » e I 


top biz of the town 
splendid $10,000 
Likewise pulling some neat biz are 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ and ‘Isiand of Lost 
at the Strand, former an oldie, 
but still potent ‘Our Leading 
Citizen’ on a dual at the Rialto shap- 
up okay, everything considered. 
Cooler weather, heavy rainfall 
and a tapering off in softball league 
schedules giving downtown 
b.o.’s an 


which points to 


are all 
mpetus 
This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avent 
(1,000; 15-30-40)-—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) 

‘Woman Judge’ (Col) Moved 

from Loew's Siate for a second 
week Light $1,600 Last week, 
‘Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Girls Go Paris’ 
Col}, mild $1,500 
Kentucky (Switow) 
‘Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) 
to Happiness’ (Par). Perking 
vith cooler weather, and pacing 
itisfactory $1,600 Last 
‘Juarez’ (WB) and ‘Boy Friend’ 
(20th), split with ‘Under Doc- 
to (20th) and ‘In Hollywood’ 
(20th). registered ‘rage 
$1,400 

Loew's State 
20-40) Oz’ 


Estimates for 


and 


(900: 15-2 
and —- ita 


» 


2) 
tion 
up 
for 
Ww Reg 


'OvVel 
summet i\ 


(M-G) 


trong 


(3,100 
Vi inazeme 


enough to g 


15- 


] 


) 

b cking up 
ldgment witn 1 merry 0 une 
ollinn: 
‘fake 
indica- 
and pos- 
‘Iron Mask 
Judge (Col 


oldster trade ji 
mighty sweet. Every 
werful $10,000 

sibly more Last week 
‘Woman 
)] 1g $7,000 

Mary Anderson (Lib 
15-30-40)—Brother Rat 
‘One Way Pa (WB) (reissues) 
Booked in as couple of fillers, and 
surprisingly enough attracting com- 
biz, although not big. 
Should easily cop $3,100. okay.«Last 
week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d wk), 
fair $3,200. 
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Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518 
55) ‘Chips’ (M-G) (15th week). 
stanza limited to four 
$1,600, after 14th 
$2,000. ‘Wizard’ (M-G) moves in (23) 
for continued first run, day-dating 
with United Artists. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
30-40-55-75—‘Wizard of Oz’ 
by $2.20 premiere, piling up 
big $19,000, v.g.. but no record. 
Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th) and 
‘Quick Millions’ (20th), very big 
$18,500, including premiere take of 
around $1,300. 

(WB) (1,800: 


Downtown 
65) ‘Shall Have Music’ 


40- 
Final 
days for okay 
week added fair 


(2,024: 
(M-G), 


30-40-55- 
(UA) and 
‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB) dual. 
Quite a dud after healthy tone of 
past few weeks, Weak $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Get 
Away Murder’ (WB), second week 
very good $8,300 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900: 40-55) 
‘Four Feathers’ (UA). Korda’s first 
for new season has very good $7,000 





in sight for initial week. Last week 
(5 days), ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G), 
disappointing $1,400. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756:30-40-55- 
65) ‘Shall Have Music’ (UA) and 





| Nothing 


| Last 


‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB) dual. 
to rave about at $7,700. 
week, holdover of ‘Iron Mask’ 
(UA) and ‘Can’t Get Away’ (WB) 
good $7,200. 

| Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,2 
) ‘Flying Irishman’ 
‘Prophet Without Honor’ 


80: 30-40- 
(RKO) and 
(M-G) dual 


| and vaudeville. Ted Lewis heading 
,; Own stage unit gets full credit for 
most of big $21,000 Last week, 
‘Drummond Bride’ (Par) and ‘Ca- 


reer’ (RKO), a 


little above average 
| at $7,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-40-55) 
| ‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and ‘Unex- 
pected Father’ (U) dual (2nd week). 
Holdover should bring healthy 
$7,500 aft2or big $17,000 on _ initial 
stanza. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) 
‘Lost Men’ (Par) and ‘Night Work’ 
(Par) dual. House flonped a littie 
lower on current stanza with slim 
$5,000 in sight. Last week. ‘Leading 
Citizen’ (Par) and ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par), weak $5,300 

RKO (2.872: 30-40-55) ‘Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) and ‘Unexpected Father’ 
(U) dual (2nd week) Hoiding 
strong and should add $8,500 for 
second week. Initial seven days piled 


up corking $16,200 


State (Loew-Fox) (2.414: 30-40-55- 
75)—Oz’ (M-G) tunning somewhat 
behind its day-dater, Chinese, but 
Okay $15.000 Last week Stanley’ 
(20th) and ‘Quick Millions’ (20th), 


very big $19,000. 


United Artists (F-WC» (2.100: 30- 
40-55) ‘Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Quick 
Millions (20th) dual Very fine 
$7 200 on moveovel a ist we k. 
‘Marshal’ (20th) and Miracles’ 
(M-G). poor $2.100 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55- 
65) ‘Stanlev’ (20th) and ‘Quick Mil- 
lions’ (20th) dual Hitting $9.000, 
one of best ore es of vear and ylds 
at this house fo idditional veek 
Last week ‘Marshal (20th) and 
‘Mir: icles’ (M-G). o 1j il $4,000 


School Days and Pay 
Days for Jane Withers 


Hollywood, Aug. 22 

Jane Withers is going through 
high school in pictures and reality 
during the next four years. Plan is 
a continuation of ‘High School,’ now 
in production at 20th-Fox, showing 
' Miss Withers in her freshman year. 
She actually becomes a freshman 
next month 

In 1940 it will be ‘Sonhomore 


exploited, and responding with fair- 
ish momentum for average $5,500. | 
Last week, ‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) 
and ‘Stolen Life’ (U), fair $5,200. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40)—Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) 
(revival) and ‘Island Lost Men’ 
(Par). Oldie still has plenty on the 
ball. Indications are for the best 
returns for past several weeks, and 
everything points to surprising 
$4,000 Last week, ‘Chicken Wagon 
Family’ (20th) and ‘Mutiny Biack- 
1a © (UD, okay $5,000. 


Year,” and si 


Some Fun, Girls 


Aug. 22 


» On Until she graduates. 


Hollywooa, 
‘Three Blind Dates’ is the next 
tarrer for the Ritz Bros, at 


20th- 
Fox. Picture rolis late in Septeme- 


ber with Bruce Humberstone directe 
no 

Ss lio look ys for th ) : 
YU pia ) ] 
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Rain Helps Philly B. 0: 02’ Gets is NG, 
‘Angels Wash’ 8G, Hedy H2.0. Weak 








| enough $2,500 after very nice $3, 800 | 
last week. 

Cinema de Paris oa —— 
(600; 25-50)—‘Ultimatum’ (3 
Will stick around $800, same ae Saat | 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 23- 
34 )—* Pepe le Moko’ and ‘Gosse en 
Or?’ Seasonally good enough at 





Philadelphia, Aug. 22. | 

Cooler weather with showers 
holding theatre-goers here over the | 
weekend resulted in a fair to mid-! 
dling b.o. With the potent ‘Wizard 
of Oz’ leading the way, the wickets 
played a tune that’s been missing all 
summer. 

Also strong is the pic-vaude combo 
of ‘Hotel for Women’ and John Boles 
at the Fox which is having its last | 
week as a vaude-filmer. Next week | 
it resumes straight film policy with 
the fleshers moving back to the} 
Earle. ‘Lady of Tropics’ is failing | 
to hold up its first week’s pace} 
barely shading $10,000 in its second | 
lap. | 

The Palace closed down this week | 
for a face-lifting job. It will re-| 
open next week under the same sec- 
ond and third-run policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)—‘Oz’ | 
(M-G). A whiz at the b.o. despite | 
dog days in midweek. Looks good 
for $18,500. Last week, ‘Feathers’ 
(UA) failed to click for an h.o, with 
$14,000. 

Earle (WB) (2.758; 26-32-42) — 
‘Angels Wash Faces’ (WB). Bring- 
ing about $8,000. Last week, ‘Mag- 
nificent Fraud’ (Par) n.g. $5,700. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68) 
—Hotel Women’ (20th), and stage 
show headed by John Boles. With 
Boles as the only marquee name, 
this house is doing surprisingly well, 
with a nifty $18, 700 expected for last 
week vs a combo house. Next week 
Straight film policy. Last week, 
‘Fach Dawn’ (WB) (2d wk) with 
hodge-podge stage show netted 
$14,100, v.g. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d run). Com- 
ing direct from Fox this drama is | 
doing a fair $4,100, just barely par | 
for this house. Last week, ‘Bachelor | 


| 








Mother’ (RKO) just made the grade 
with $4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2.916; 32-42-57) 
‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


Lamarr-Taylor duo failed to keep | 
up first week’s pace. Dropped to| 
weak $i0.800 after a nice $16,700 in | 
initial canto. Will go out end of 


week. | 
Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42) —| 
‘Feathers’ (UA) (2d run). Doing all | 
right here after disapnointing week | « 
4: deluxe Boyd. Looks like $5,109. | 
Last week, ‘Hardy Spring Fever’ | 
(M-G (2d run) did medium $4,600. 


‘Oz’ Paces Prov. At 
$15,600, Ginger 856 


Henwitense, Aug. 22. 
Despite usual drop in summer biz 
stands with product worth seeing | 
can still drag customers aw: 
otherwise more 
recreation. | 
Loew’s State leading with ‘Wizard | 
of Oz.’ ‘Bachelor Mother’ at re- | 
cpened RKO Albee and ‘Stanley and | 

Livingstone’ at Majestic are fighting 
it out for second place. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Albee 
“Bachelor Mother’ 
in London’ (RKO). Nicely geared 

for swell $8,500. Last week dark. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 





attractive outdoor 


50) ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and 
‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Heading for fairish $2,500. pd 


week, ‘Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col) (2d run) held for nice $3,500. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50) 
‘Livingstone’ (20th) and ‘Quick Mil- 
lions’ (20th). 


Proving drawing-card 
and heading house 
Last week, ‘Indianapolis’ (WB) and 
‘Waterfront’ (WB), weak %4.000 
State (Loew) (3,200: 25-35-50) ‘Oz’ 


for neat $8,000. 


(M-G). Week’s biggie paced at 
swell $15,000 Last week, ‘Winter 
Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Miracles Sale’ 


(M-G), okay $11.000. 
Strand (Indie) (2.200: 
‘Night Work’ (Par) and ‘This Man 
News’ (Mono). 
strong for this one. Meek $3.500. 
Last week, ‘Is'and Lost Men’ (Par) 
ey ‘Parents Trial’ (Col), so-so $4,- 





‘Tomorrow’ $5,500 In 
Port.; H.O.s Forte 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 22. 


Only major new pic to oven in the | 


burg this week was ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes,’ launched immediately as a 
heavy biz-getter for Parker’s UA, and 
is set there for two weeks at least. 
Strong pix holding up in a second 


stanza are ‘Bachelor Mother’ at the | 


Hamrick-Evergreen Paramount and 
‘Lady of the Tropics’ at the Broad- 
way. They’re both in the money, de- 
spite the hot weather competish. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) 
40)—‘Tropics’ ‘(M-G) and ‘Man 
Dared’ (WB). Second week holding 


+ $2,500. 


| (1,800; 30-35-40 )—‘Citizen’ 


jin as many 


*| neat $19,000. 





| 
(RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50) | 
(RKO) and ‘Saint | we) 


25-35-50) | 


Comnetition too! 


(2,000; 30-35- | 


Last week, ‘Werther’ and 


‘Avion de Minuit,’ satisfactory $2,800. 


‘07’ Terrific 126, 
Indpls; Hefty 116 


For Daughters 


up to good $4,000. First week, 
the top for strong $5,900. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
30-35-40)-—Turned to stage show pol- 
icy this week only with ‘Tobacco 
Road’ legit unit at $1.65 top and vir- 
tually a sell-out around $8,000. Last 
week ‘Chins’ (M-G) ended its fourth 
week at $1,500 for four days. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(Par) and 
‘Island Lost Men’ (Par). Fair $3.500. 
Last week, ‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) 
and ‘Torchy Mayor’ (WB), $3,300, 
weak. 

Parameunt (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Bachelor Mother’ 
'(RKO) and ‘Career’ (RKO). Second 
week continues to strong biz around 
$5,000 and may hold longer. First 
| week big $6,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 





over | 





Indiananpolis, Aug. 22. 





i this week has exhibs rubbing their 
35-40) —"T Cc (U) ; hands placidly as the turnstiles click 
« — lLomorrow omes’ and | 

‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G). Going well at | steadily. The Circle and Loew's are 
winning $5,500 clip. Last week, hea bringing heavy folding money | 
‘Chips’ (M-G) closed a three and a} qdowntown for the best biz of sev- | 
half week stay, nicely for $3,800 in| eral weeks, while the Apollo trails 
seven days. along in third place, but comfort- 
ably in the black. 








Loew’s takes top coin with ‘Wizard | 

lof Oz’ dualled with ‘Blondie Takes 

~ | Vacation,’ while Circle is close be- 
| hind combining ‘Daughters Courag- | 


| eous’ and ‘Naughty But Nice.’ 


17146, DETROIT 


Detroit, Aug. 22. | Millions’ (20th). Holding up _nice- 
Biz generally is on the upgrade, | ly after strong first week at Circle 
although several holdovers in down- | t© $3,700. Last week, 


Apol- 
io is helding over ‘Stanley and Liv- 
ingstone’ and ‘Quick Millions’ after 
first week’s showing at Circle. 
Estimates for This Week 








own | (u) and ‘Girl Gambler’ (RKO), | 
town sector are keeping down total | fareq well at $3,500. 
take. Michigan has reduced top| Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
price from 65c to 55c, meeting scale | 40)—‘Daughters Couregeaus, (WB) | 
prevailing for some time at the Fox, | 29d “Naughty But Nice’ (WB). Caus- 


Also providing 10-cent parking fa- 
cilities near theatre as added incen- ' 
tive to get folks downtown. (20th), finished to big $11,700. 
ica re , . | Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
Fox, playing sed second strong pic l‘Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie Vacation’ 
weeks, 


comes up with] (Col), Taking top coin of the town 
another winner on ‘When Tomorrow | with terrific $12,000. 


dandy $11,000. , 
stone’ (20th) and ‘Quick Millions 


Comes,’ plus ‘They Made Her a Spy.’ | -peathers’ (UA) and ‘Woman Judge’ 
| Michigan’s offering of ‘Each Dawn | (¢o)). sagged to $7,500, under ex- 
1 Die,’ combined with ‘Night Work,’ | pectations. 


is getting its share. 
Estimates for This Week 





Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d wk) and ‘Wo- Western B. O. 
man Judge’ (Col). Tracy opus 





moved here after nice sesh at Fox. | Continued from page 3 


oo Bed —. gc pa inten compare favorably with grosses in 
(20th) and ‘Marshal’ (20th). both | former years, but this is because film 


after week at the Fox, fair $4,300. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- | 
55)—‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and 
‘Made Me Spy’ (RKO), _ Strong 
| buildup on Boyer-Dunne opus and | 


| business in general has had lower 
grosses. Factors that have helped the 
popularity of westerns with fans 
have been personal appearance tours 


: ; ; of Gene Autry, Buck Jones, Smith 

‘ins : 7.500 sas v : 
a p yn Beery "Gen oc Ballew and others and the production 
‘Jones Family Hollywood’ (20th ), | of big dramatic epic spectacles in 


western locales, turned out by the 
majors. The latter type of picture 
has greatly stimulated interest of au- 
diences in all westerns. 


Michigan (United Detroit) 
‘Each Dawn’ 
‘Night ‘Work’ (Par). 


from 65c to 55c, 


(4,000; 
(WB) and 
Top price cut 
meeting competish | 


of Fox. Currently looks like good | South’s Top Market 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ Greatest demand for westerns is in 
(UA) and ‘Naughty but Nice’ (WB) the southern territory. Increased 


fag oll good $14,000. 


. , .,, | bookings are reported in the far west; 
| oan s-State | dhe et fair to middling business in the mid- 
(24 wk) and ‘Naughty but Nice’ | west, and not so good in the east. The 





(2d wk), both moved here! foreign market is negligible, there 

from the Michigan. Paced for fair-| being absolutely no market in Eng- 

| an a, ee _~ ee land, and minor interest only in 

| oa a ey All Come Latin America. One reason for the 

o (M-G), not too good $4,500. European trip by Herbert J. Yates 

and Gene Autry is an attempt to 

‘é h |stimulate business there in Repub- 
Daug ters’ $6, 000 In | lic’s westerns. 

Average number of accounts play- 

Sweltering Montreal ing westerns in the U. S. is said to 

run around 7,000 theatres and the 

een average price a flat rental of $25. 

Montreal, Aug. 22. Topnotch westerns are able to com- 

Palace and Capitol are sighting to | mand as high as $200-$300 per day in 

| share the top money with ‘Daughters | key city first-runs. A gross of $150.- 

| Courageous’ and ‘Hotel for Women,’ 000 for westerns released through 

| respectively, with around $6.000 | major distributors is considered very 


apiece. ‘Chips’ runs a fifth week and good, while a $30,000 gross is about 
‘Feathers’ at Orpheum will do wel] | toPs for indie state-right releases at 
enough on a second session, Balance | the present time. If westerns with 
middling. quality as good as those released by 
Estimates for This Week |the majors were available to indie 
Palace (CT) (2.750: 25-45-55)——| distributors, this market could reach 


‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB). Looks Srosses as high as $100,000. 
set for $6,000 despite great heat. | 
Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), 


J productions are Paramount’s Hop- 
$5,000, nice take though not up to ex- 





which have been 
approximately $175,000 per 
The Gene Autry’s are doing 


‘Capitol (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55)— oe O'Briens, 
‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and ‘Moto Va- | hitting 
cation’ (20th). Possibility here for , Picture. 
better than $5,500, which will be!|around $150,000; Universal’s Bob 
very good. Last week, ‘Miracles|Bakers around $130,000; Republic’s 
Sale’ (M-G) and ‘Love or Money’) Roy Rogers around $75,000 to $100,- 
(WB), fair at $4,000. | 000; Monogrant’s Tex Ritters and 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 30-40-60)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (Sth wk). May get Jack Randalls around $60,000 to 


very nice $4,500 after good $5,500 last $80,000. 
| week. | Independent supply of westerns 
Princess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50)— | this year has been running weak 
‘Dead End Kids’ 
Shooter’ (WB). 
dling $2,800. Last week, 
Marshal’ (20th) 
(20th), fair $3,000. “tania Phage 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— Scotis and 
| ‘Four Feathers’ (UA) ‘2d wk). Good: far. 


Pointing for mid-|Tom Keenes, 
‘Frontier 


and ‘News Night’ 


five Tim McCoys, one 
Ken Maynard, one Gene Austin, one 





others being released so 


Business in the downtown sector | 





Apollo (Katz- Dolle) (1,100; (25- 30- | 





‘Stole Million’ | 


ling gleeful trips to the bank with | 
Last week, ‘Living- 


| house added to the first run situa- 


Last week, | 


Best gross business on individual | 


pectations (alongs and Zane Greys, and RKO’s | 


(WB) and ‘Trouble| with only eight Tom Tylers, eight’ ¢ 


Bob Steele and a sprinkling of Fred! 


Wednesday, August | 23, 1939 


ss 
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Wong’ and Stage Show Satisfactory 
- $6,000 in Mpls.; Whiteman Hypes Orph 








+ ——- 
_ 
7 Minneapolis, Aug. 22 
Air Pix Talent Aside from Paul Whiteman, who 
Continued from page 5 came into the Orpheum yesterday 
| (21), current array of attractions 


is 
hardly calculated to cause any box- 


office rush. Incidentally, the effect 
of the Monday opening, instead of 
the customary Friday getaway, on 
the Whiteman takings will be 
watched with interest. Last time 
Whiteman played a theatre engage- 
ment here was back in 1928 at the 
Minnesota, where, the opening week, 
he copped a record $45,000 at 85c 
to the ether shops for the directors pal pe were the good old boom 
of tomorrow. First to land is Frank| YS, and the mark never was ap- 
: : proximated thereafter. Early indi- 
Woodruff, who has long piloted Lux] cations now point to a $16.009 take 
| for DeMille, and who a few days ago] at 55c top, but, of course, it's pretty 
was signed by RKO as megger. An-| early to tell. 
j}other is Clark Andrews, who has As far as the run-of-the-mill is 
been producing-directing the ‘Big| concerned, the Minnesota with its 
| Town’ airer. A week ago he too| big show for small admission prices 
| checked in at 20th-Fox under a term continues to set the pacemaking clip, 
pact as writer-director. He will be bong | not setting the world afire, 
; Hisssntty is 4,000-seat house continues at a 
held at the typewriter until he has] cteaqy, mildly profitable pace and 
an opportunity to study screen tech-| cuts plenty into the opposition, un- 
| nique, after which he is to draw di-|doubtedly drawing, for the most 
rectorial assignments, part, patronage that previously to its 
With ery for advancement in film| Teopening a month ago went else- 
formulaes increasing in volume, 
|men who reign over studios have ex- 


where. 
Minnesota State Fair 
'tended their vigilance over radio 
business. 


| ducers were borrowing from radio, 
When dialog and other noises be- 
came component part of pictures, 
studios raided radio stations for 
sound engineers. Outstanding film 
recording experts of today are men 
who got their training in the broad- 
cast shops. 

And now the studios are looking 





opens a 10- 
day run Saturday a week earlier 
than usual, but it’s doubtful if. it 
will be any help to the loop enter- 
tainment emporiums. During recent 
years it has hurt theat.e biz, rather 
than helped it. 


Estimates for This Week 


OZ SOLO 156, 





Aster (Par-Singer) (°00: 15-25)— 

‘Prison Gates’ (Col) and ‘Saint Lon- 

don), dual first-runs, split with 

| ‘Could Not Hane’ (Col) and ‘Forgot- 

eWe ten Woman’ (U), also dual first- 
runs. Looks like fair $1,400. Last 

week, ‘Island Lost Men’ (Par) and 

sit ereey Quarterback’ (WB), dual 

ala vo ‘ irst-runs, split with ‘Bad Lands’ 

Pictuee See a (RKO) and ‘Torchy Dynamite’ (WB), 


fair $1,600. 

Century (Par-Sinver) (1,600; 25- 
| 35-40) —‘Leading Citizen’ (Par). Well 
enough liked, but going is difficult in 


brightened outlook with Pe | 
tion, usual double billed Midland | 
going single, and a day and date 
holdover in two houses. ace of tough opvosition and bad 
Orpheum is reopened after a dark | times. Weak $3,500 in prospect. Last 
summer doubling ‘Bachelor Mother’ | Week, “Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
and ‘Saint in London’ for nice num- | pretty good $5,000 after nice $7,200 
bers; almost certain holdover. | first week. 
‘Wizard of Oz’ Gopher (Par-S 


foal 


QoR- 95). — 
running solo at Mid- Singer) (998: 25) 





land, where duals have been almost | ‘Indianapolis’ (WB). Getting some 
unbreakable rule; matinees going | attention from younger set, particu- 
_strong; has large order of supporting | arly because Pod Ann Sheridan's 
shorts and totaling up in the teens | Presence. Hea ed for good $3,000. 
for an outstanding figure Last week, ‘Blondie’ (Col), $3,400 in 
tstar g figure. - ‘ 

‘Hotel for Women’ at the Esquire — ni >. 900: 95-35) 

and Uptown, which began in a me- tert enned ts et tak 





‘Daughters Courageous’ 





. ey WB) split 
dium vein, has gained such momen- yp aa i F 
> (M-G) “S sigshbor- 
tum as to be held for another week. — i a A ae 
Newman is holding its own with | aa tak ‘enn ‘Man Aheut 
‘Leading Citizen’ having a bit of lo-| moun? (par) split with ‘Daughters 
cal appeal from the authorship of | Courageous’ (WB), good $2 200, 
John Moffit, ‘Star’ crick. Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4.000: 15- 
Weather hzs toned down from the | 39) *wone in Chinatown’ (Mono) 
heat of last month to aid the situa-| anq stage show. House apparently 
tion. —— are frequent, and wel- | has built steady clieniele which goes 
comec for this type of entertainment, Sat- 
Estimates fer This Week isfactory $6,000 in prospect. Last 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid-| week, ‘Exile Exoress’ (GN) and 


west) (820 and 1,200: 10-25-40) ‘Ho-| stage show, $6,800. 


tel Women’ (20th) (2d wk.). Film| Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 35- 
|opened favorably and _ accelerated | 40-55)—‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and 
enough to play second week, Cur- Paul Whiteman on stage. Previous 
rently hitting $6,000 after opening | DOOKIngs Dy Whiieman made Mon- 
week's $9,700. | day (21) opening necessary, in place 

Midland (Loew’s) (3.573: 10-25-40) | Of usual Friday. Will run seven 


‘Oz’ (M-G). Single billed and adding | days. through Sunday. If 
to the possibilities here by increasing days pace -holds, a verv nifty $16.- 
number of shows daily. At $15,000, | 900 will be hung up, but it's too 
one of the top notchers. Last week, | |early to make a fairly safe estimate. 


opening 





‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Miracles | Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), 
Sale’ (M-G), $9,500, one of the light- | 4iSappointing $7,000 for 12 days. 
est here in several weeks. State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 25-35- 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- | 49) .—, ‘Livingstone’ (20th). Much 
25-40) ‘Leading Citizen’ (Par). Get-| Praise for this one ed should build. 
| ting bit of extra attention locally via ee towé “" good hin age -_ 
name of John Moffit on script. Hold- | "’™ _ ” sy Cen we “y P. 
ine its own at $6.000. Last week, | Second round. wast week, ‘Lad: 
‘Kid Kokomo’ (WB) and 


‘Stolen | Tropics’ (M-G), disannointing $6.900. 


; i ri «< 2 3 25-: 35 . ta 4 
Life’ (Par), satisfactory $6,000. Time (Gilman) (290; 25-35)—‘Rat 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) | (RKO). Weak Engiish-made picture 
‘p. i ’ > ‘e.: not getting anywhere Dragging 
Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Saint | ace 

. (oy : lalong at $600 pace. L: week, 
London’ (RKO) plus March of Time. | ‘career’ (RKO) (2d run). $650 
Playing to good opening week. after | (Steffec) (2501): 25-35-40- 
shuttered summer, $8,500, dandy. Werte (Stette S008: Sons 


| 55 \—‘Mikado’ (U) (3d wk). Going 

along at highly profitable pace. Built 
|to order for the carriage trade which 
| this class spot attracts. Good $2.500 





Heavy Coin 


|indicated. Last week. fine $3,000 
* : 9 Src . ; 
Continued from page 3 after big $2,900 first week. 
ject to viewing of finished product pews 
before release. ito the period of frenzied finance 


| that crashed about two and a half 
Maxwell's Plea to Bankers | years back, when production was 
London, Aug. 11. | forced virtually to a standstill, and 
John Maxwell thinks it about| made the point that the slump 
time the City (London’s Wall Street) | through which the industry passed 
wised up to the thought that pic-| had not affected the fortunes of his 
| ture business today should not be. corporation. As gross earnings 
made the goat for poor conditions| again well surpassed $5,000,000 and 
of several years back. When he} | ordinary stockholders again drew a 
spoke at the annual stockholders’ | | payment equivalent to 20%, his 
meeting of Associated British, he | claim was seen well substantiated. 
pleaded for financial interests to re-| Optimism engendered by Max- 
| vise their opinions and not hold for- well was also siightly reflected at 
ever aloof, the annual meeting of Gaumont- 

‘It would be, in my view, regret-/| British, where, although pro pay- 
table that the financial world should | ment has been made to st ckholde’s 
take the view that an illness arising | in two years, Isidore Ostrer de- 
from the feverish and unhealthy |clared the board looked to possible 
conditions of three or four years ago resumption of payments next year, 
still exists,’ he said. provided the international situation 

Maxwell was naturally referring|did not develop. 
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OFFICE OF 


W. A. SCULLY 


UNIVERSAL FILM EXCHANGES._ING 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER 
NEW YORK 


August 16, 1939 


TO ALL BRANCHES: 





Note following letter to all of our customers. 


"We had expected to release during August 1939 a DEANNA DUPBIN 
picture in the course of production, under the-title of FIRST 
LOVS. 


We now find that due to unforseen circumstances it will be im- 
possible for us to have this picture available for release dur- 
ing the current releasing season. 


In view of the support and cooperation extended to us during 
the past year by our customers, we will deliver this DURBIN 
picture under our 1938-39 contract, even though under our con- 
tract we are not obligated to do so.” 


Please be governed accordingly. 


Sincerely, 


/ 
Fi 


Yo Rall 


GENERAL SALES MANAGER 
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Cobain and RKO 
Ambitious 





London, Aug. 1 

Impetus to local production is 
seen in announcements from Ameri- 
can majors of enhanced plans for | 
picture-making here in fulfilment of | 
their quota duties. Harry Cohn, | 
during a quick flip from Paris, made 
public plans by Columbia to do eight ! 
‘A’ films here next year as against 
four in the current session. Irving 
Asher, who made the grade with 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ and ‘Spy in 
Black,’ is Columbia’s whiteheaded 
boy these days, and gets support for 
a far more ambitious schedule, 
which will entail shipping of names 
like Cary Grant and Jean Arthur to 
Denham to give definite U. S. flavor 
to the forthcoming product. 

Simultaneously, Ralph Hanbury, 
local chief for RKO, told his sales 
force the company was going to 
town on a policy of three top grade 
British pix annually, which they 
will make themselves. William Sis- 
trom, who returned for conferences 
with George Schaefer following 
completion of ‘Saint in London’ and 
‘Meet Maxwell Archer’ in local stu- 
dios, is due back on this side and 
will top the production unit han- 
dling the program. 

Meantime, records of product reg- 
istered with the Board of Trade un- 
der the quota laws show 36 British 
features in the first four months of | 


the new act’s second stanza, com- 
paring with 33 last period. Con- 


sidering that distrib quota is upped | 
from 15 to 20%, that’s not such a 
terrific increase, though indications 
show the second part of the produc- 
tion year may see activity hypoed 
to greater effect. 

Ten of the pictures registered 
rate only as exhib quota, with no 
distrib ticket awarded, meaning 
they are low-budget efforts that 
don’t satisfy the minimurti-cost re- 
quirements of the act. Six produc- 
tions, at the same time, drew double 
credits and five triple certificates, 
meaning there’s plenty coin being 
put into some of the films. 


MEXICO-NAZI 
PiX SWAP DEAL 





Mexico City, Aug. 22. 

Deal with Germany for the swap- 
ping of oil and petrol by-products 
for picture apparatus, from labora- 
tory and sound equipment to cam- 
eras and negative color film, is being 
urged upon the Mexican govern- 
ment by the National Cinemato 
graphic Workers’ Federation. Gov- 
ernment is said to favor the propo- 
sition. 

Federation has aiso aided J. W. 
Dalhaus, local rep of German pic 
supply houses and producers, to take 
to Germany made-in-Mexico 
films, ‘Way Down on the Rancho 
Grande’ and ‘La Zandunga,’ the lat- 
ter Lupe Velez’s first locally pro- 
duced vehicle, to swan for German 
films. Reported that this is the start 
of a swapping of Mexican and Ger- 
man pix. 


two 


This is regarded as a strange para- 
dox in U. S. trade circles in view of 
Mexico's leftist regime. 


Vitis the lack of American films—caused Hungary, Roumania, Belgium, India, 
_ : by Government monopoly restric- Spain and Switzerland also have 
b) tions effective last Jan. 1, thus prac- entries. 
RKO’S FOREIGN SALES tically forcing Yankee major com- , 
‘ panies to move out—but another Distributors in N. Y. admit that 
DRIVE MEETINGS ON factor, besides the heat, has been they have grown weary of the ‘slip- 
the open air cafes. shod’ treatment handed American | 
it For popular-priced entertainment ;roduct at Venice in recent years, 
RKO Radio’s new 52-weck foreign under the stars there is, for exam- But if they had still been distribu- 
sales contest got under way last Fri- ple, the Casino Della Rosa with a ting in Italy, they would have had 
day (18), with the opening of the seating capacity of nearly 1,000, pictures entered again this year. 
first Latin-American sales conven- which offers a complete variety show . 
tion in Rio de Janeiro. Phil Reis- for a 15c. cover with drinks scaled 
man, foreign sales head, opened the accordingly. Then, too, there are | 


Brazil meeting. 


Second S. A. meeting takes place 
The Aus- 
in 


in Buenos Aires Aug, 31. 
tralasian convention will be held 
Sydney Aug. 22, under 
Doyle. 


Sherek’s ‘Petrified’ 


London, Aug. 11. 
In a list of plays recently 
nounced 


Ralph R 





, 


sent here is ‘The Petrified Forest. 


He denies ‘Behold the Brice’ is a 
flop, since it showed an appreciable 


profit. 


+ 
i 


an- 
for production by Henry 
Sherek, the manager-agent says the 
only one he has definitely set to pre- 


Plan More 
British Production 


Roman Stadium Opens 
As Entertainment Spot 


Rome, Aug. 14. 

Offering nearly everything, from 
a television theatre to basketball 
courts, the old Circus Maximus, after 
a lapse of several centuries, is again 
drawing entertainment seekers. ‘the 
stamping ground of Roman emper- 
ors, a former stadium, it has been 
reopened and remonickered Villag- 
gio Balneare (Bathing Village) under 
the auspices of Mussolini. 

Done up in ultra modern, rather 
wispy decor, it has several swim- 
ming pools, a sandy beach, tennis 
courts, basketball, rollerskating rink, 
a large cinema, a restaurant with a 
capacity of 1,000, and large outdoor 
platform for dancing. 
shows go on twice nightly. 





Indicative of the present Italian | 


vogue for German films, a Ufa pro- 
duction, ‘Quattro Ragazze Coragiose’ 
(“Four Courageous Girls’), opened 
the filmery. A variety show is of- 
fered along with the picture. 


See Italian Gov't 
In Official Move 
On US. Pic Pact 


From information reaching for- 
eign officials of major U. S. distribu- 
tors, it’s expected that Paolucci de 
Calboli, president of the Italian Gov- 
ernment’s film bureau, Ente Nazion- 
ale Industrie Cinematographiche 
(ENIC), may send an emissary to 
the U. S. shortly to start negotia- 
tions for a resumption of film rela- 
tions between Italy and U. S. major 
film companies. Of late, unofficial 
feelers have been sent out, osten- 





sibiy by the Italian Government, on | 


the reaction of Yank firm to resum- 
ing distribution in Italy. 

Of films being offered Italian ex- 
hibitors by ENIC, only about 20 
American pictures are still being 


distributed. None of the U. S. re- 
leases is from the 1938-39 lineups, 
while most are from independent 


distributors, handled through native 
exchanges, or those which had been 
contracted for prior to withdrawal 
of four of the eight major American 
distributors. 

Forty new Italian productions will 
be distributed this coming season in 
the U. S, by Esperia Film Distribu- 
ting Co. of New York through a 
deal concluded by Dr. Francesco 
Macaluso, its general manager, who 
arrived in New York from Rome 
last week, 


AL FRESCO CAFES HIT 





| ROME PICTURE B.0.’S 


Rome, Aug. 12. 


The wailing by cinema operators 
here is plentiful these days, but now 


e's not for the usual reason. 


most common excuse during the past 
few months for the decline has been 


the usual sidewalk cafes, sans show. | 





‘Counterfeit’ NG; ‘Sitting’ 


London, Aug. 22. 


Opening at the Duke of York’s last 
‘Counterfeit, 
comedy meller, was well received, | 
though it showed itself to be unlikely | 


Tuesday night (15), 


us a stayer. 
On Thursday night (17), 
Pretty’ opened at the Prince’s. 


ceived, and 


Television 


TL 
£110 


Clicks in London Bows 


‘Sitting 
It’s 
a brignt musical, was splendidly re- 
indicates staying power 





London Takes a Bow 





London, Aug. 14. 

According to ‘London Statis- 
tics, 1936-38,’ published by the 
London County Council, London, 
is the greatest city in the world. 
The 1937 figures give the Eng- 
lish metropolis’ population as 
8,655,000 and an acreage of 693 
| square miles. 
New York is the second great- 





est city, with 299 square miles 
and less than 7,000,000 people, 





} 
| 
j 
| 


N. Y. claims 7,500,000 pop., 
and a- suburban population 


nearer 12,000,000. 


WB, FN MERGE 








,] 

| The selling organizations of First 
| National Warner Bros, which 
formerly handled sales separately in 


and 


England, have been combined under 
the banner of Warner Bros., Ltd, 


according to word received in N. Y. 
from H. M. Warner, presently in 
London. Consolidation of First Nua- 
tional and WB into a single sales or- 
ganization in England, as prevails 
in most countries, had been under 
consideration for some time. 

Max Milder, formerly managing 
director of sales in England, will be 
in complete charge of Consolidated 
distribution, Status of Robert 
Schless, European managing director 
for all Europe, is unchanged. Al- 
though his headquarters are in Paris, 
Schless is spending a great deal of 
| time in London. 
| Consolidation primarily was a 
matter of economy for WB, it was 
reported in N. Y. Possibility of war 
in Europe, making conservation of 
man power a requisite in any sales 
Oo: ganization, also was mentioned as 
a factor in the combo. 





U. S$. Lone Major Nation 
Not Entered as Venice 
Fete Gets Under Way 


Rome, Aug. 12, 

With the U. S. the sole major film- 
producing country absent from come 
petition, the Seventh Film Biennial 
at Venice got off to a more auspici- 
than had been expected 
earlier. Opened Tuesday (8) and 
runs until Aug. 13. Even England 
and France have entries. At first it 
was thought latter pa:r would not 
enter. Alleged discrimination last 
year, which they think would have 
been aggravated this year because 
of their 
tion last Jan. 1, is believed to be the 
cause behind U. S. companies’ fail- 
ure to compete. 


ous start 


Alex Korda’s ‘Four Feathers’ is 
the only British production an- 
nounced on the program as yet, 


more are expected. France is show- 
ing ‘End of the Day,’ ‘Behind the 
Wall’ and ‘Dawn.’. Italy will have 
five major pictures while Germany, 
too, will have that many. Sweden 
has three entries while Japan has 
nine features, plus five documentary 
productions. 

South Africa will offer its first big 
film, ‘The Construction of a Nation.’ 








Glass Back to France 


Max Glass, head of Arcadia Films, 


film, ‘Entente Cordiale,’ sailed for 
home Saturday (19) without com- 
pleting a distribution deal for that 
picture in the U. S. Offers received 
for remake rights will be mulled 
, and decided in France. 

Glass made a study of production 
in Hollywood and discussed propo- 
sitions to refilm it with several pro- 
ducers. Another Arcadia production, 
‘The Imperial Tragedy,’ opens a run 
at the 55th St. Playhouse, N. Y., in 
.| the fall. 


’ 


ENGLISH SALES, 


| Capt. Harold 
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38-39 French Legit 





Capt. Auten and French 


Auten, on Aug. 29, 
will ask the N. Y. supreme court 
for permission to examine the Pathe 
Cinema before trial, through its 
president, Bernard Natan, its 
Emil Natan, Marcel Hellman, sales 


representative, and O. Jacquemin, 
chief of the Commerce service. 
Auten is being sued for approxi- 


mately $350,000 damages by Maurice 
Mauger and Marcel Coutant, receiv- 
ers and trustees of Pathe Cinema, of 
France, claiming breach of contract 
in which the defendant was the dis- 
tributor of Pathe’s films in the U.S. 





| 
| 
| 








| already 


exit from Italian distribu- | 


plying of topicals to the vision 
sender, and two former bodies are | 
striving to persuade the newsreel 
members to hold out on BBC, a 
difficult matter because Gaumont- 
British and Movietone are both 
coming across with regular issues 
and are obviously keen to be 
ifriends with BBC on account of 
G-B’s interest in television through 
its Baird associate. Gaumont par- 


Ltd., of France, and producer of the | 


The plaintiffs also seek an injunc- 
tion to prevent further distribution 
and an accounting. 

Auten has a counter-suit for $17,- 


500, claiming that amount is due 
him as a 10% commission for having 
secured all RKO's pictures in the 
1933-34 season for Pathe to distrib- | 


ute in France. Pathe paid $175,000 
for the pictures. 

Application will be made by 
Harold Sherman, of Fitelson & May- 
ers, attorneys for Pathe, within a 
week for an examination of Auten. 


Exhibs Mull Ban 
On Brit. Distribs 
In Televish Tiff 





London, Aug. 14. 


British exhibs are considering a 
boycott of any distrib who releases 
film for television. Films are still 
getting through to the’ British 


Broadcasting Corp. in spite of a ban 
against BBC by the Kinematograph 
Renters Society. That body includes 
ali major distribs, excepting Asso- 
ciated British, but BBC can still 


pick up cheap material from small | 


indies; in fact, it’s said to have taken 
several horse operas from one such 
concern. It also gets some of the 
foreign language epics that don't 
register any theatre sales outside 
the West End. 

Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. is 
in contact with KRS and 
the News Reel Assn. as regards sup- 


| ticularly needs all the co-operation 
and support the BBC can give in de- 
veloping its theatre television plans. 

Also, a great deal of shortpicture 
footage goes on the and 


air, 


releases the old black and white 
Disneys it handled in the early 
days. It’s not this end of the situa- 


tion that bothers the exhibs so 
greatly, except where the translux 


type of theatres are concerned, 
they are definitely going to ba 
get the features barred. 


DURANT CONTINUES BIG 
AT THE LONDON CASINO 


London, Aug. 22. 

Jack Durant’s success in the Eng- 
lish niteries and vaude house con- 
tinues here. The American dancer- 
comedian opened at the London Ca- 
sino last Tuesday night (15), and was 
again a smash. Felovis, too, went 
over excellently. 

The Casino is running two separate 


but 
t to 





shows nightly, at dinner and mid-| 


night, with both having magnificent 
productions. 





JAMAICA BANS ‘THIS MAN’ 

Latest screen banning by Jamaica, 
B. W. I., has hit Paramount's ‘This 
Man Is News.’ Per custom, no reason 
is given for the ban. 

Odd part is that ‘This Man’ is a 


British-made production, with virtu- | 


ally an all-English cast. 
| British possession. 


Jamaica is a 


Pathe Sue, Countersue high cost of living 


V.p.; | 


here | 
again much comes from G-B, which | 


Season Hit Har 


By Pictures, Radio and High Taxes 


+ 


Paris, Aug. 22. 
radio, taxation and 
joined forces dur- 
ing the past 12 months to furnish <« 
vere competition to the French thea- 
tre, being primarily responsible for 
one of the most mediocre legit sea. 
sons here in years. 


The season brought to light no new 
talent, produced no outstanding hits, 
only a few more-than-ordinary runs, 
and failed to set any box-office rec- 
| ords. 

Young talent, which formerly 
flocked to the footlights, was atiract- 
ed to the Kleigs instead because of 
larzer salaries, the promise of greater 
popularity and because the trail to 
Hollywood seemed eased through 
local pix. The success of Charles 
Boyer and Danielle Darrieux in the 
film capital created the latter prece- 
dent. Legit’s doldrums, too. 
;many performers to turn to 
work. 

The French cinema definitely 
eclipsed the local theatre during the 
year. The industry, now in one of its 
most productive periods, attracted 
jlarger audiences, the theatre conse- 
,quently being the greatest sufferer. 
New film showcases continued to 
open all over the capital, whereas 
many established theatres failed to 
reopen, Others remained closed dur- 
ing the major part of the season. 
Improved radio programs, too, was 
another consideration, serving te 
keep prospective theatre audiences at 
home. 


The cinema, 


forced 
radio 


Taxes Another Irritant 
Increased taxation was a constant 
point of irritation between theatrical 
producers and the government, and 
was responsible for staying the open- 
ing of many shows. With tops never 
going over $1.80, and with the 
ernment collecting about 27% 


¢ ove 
in 


taxes, producers were often hesitant 
in investing in a new play. The in- 
crease in the cost of living made 


itself felt and kept away many peo- 
ple from all forms of paid entertain- 
ment, with legit, charging bigger ad- 
missions, necessarily the worst suf- 
ferer. 

Less than half a 


dozen plays en- 


joyed more-than-average runs. Mar- 
cel Achard’s ‘Le Corsaire,’ at the 
Athenee, and Claude-Andre Puget’s 


‘Les Jours Heureux’ (Happy Days’), 
at the Michel, ran into their second 
season. The latter is a comedy on 
the Booth Tarkington order, with the 
entire cast composed of youths be- 
tween 16 and 21. 

Guitry Play Successful 

Sacha Guitry’s ‘Le Monde est Fou 
(The World Is Crazy’), at the Made- 
leine, starring himself, had a good 
for a Guitry play 
select class audience. It 
three months. Maurice Diamant 
Berger's ‘Baignoire B’ (‘Box B’), at 
the Marigny, was another commer- 
cial success, running an entire season 
Patterned along the lines of the ‘Trial 
of Mary Dugan,’ it offers the audi- 
ence some excitement, with the 
crime committed inside the theatre. 

The Palais Royal, which special- 
izes in risque farces, continued to do 
well. ‘La Poule et le Chasseur’ (‘The 
Chicken and the Hunter’) recently 
topped its 100th performance. 

The Chatelet continued to special- 
ize in musical extravaganzas undei 
Maurice Lehmann’s direction, and was 
the nearest approach to New York’s 


run has @ 


ran about 


which 


|old Hippodrome. 


Edward Stirling and his English 
jrepertory company appeared for 
their 10th consecutive season with 


continued success before small, select 
English-speaking audiences. The Co- 


|medie Francaise and Odeon did well 


playii\y the classics of Racine 
Shakespeare. 


and 





NIPPON’S NO DICE ON 


MEXICO PICTURE TRY 


Mexico City, Aug. 22. 

Japan is trying to edge in on the 
Mexican pix biz. This wedge has 
started with sample showings of 
Nippon pictures with foreign stories, 
but Japanese dialog, at the Japanese 
legation for Mexican’ exhibitors. 
Thus far no dice, exhibitors consid- 
ering Americans and other Occi- 
dentals the best bets. 

Of all pictures exhibited in Mexico 
96%. come from the U. S. French 
films are next, 
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IRENE DUNNE AND CHARLES BO 
IN WHEN TOMORROW COMES" G 


THE RIVOLI THEATRE, NEW YORK, 
THE BIGGEST OPENING IT HAS HAD 


IN THREE YEARS. THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY THE STORY (3 THE SAME. 
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Universal is Grateful to These 
Exhibitors for Participating 
in This Great Tribute 


Max and Joe Levenson; C. H. Buckley; 
Larry Herman and R. E. Snider; E. M. 
Fay; Harry Seitz; E. D. Heins; Fred 
Green; Nate Yamins; Robert Levine; 
Martin R. Toohey; Eddie Ansin and 
Harold Stoneman; John H. Harris; 
Morton G. Thalhimer and Sam 
Bendheim, Jr.; Joseph S. Pizzetto; 
John Nolan; L. J. Langlois; Bill 
Jenkins; R. E. Moon; Leo L. Ward; 
Alex Gounares; Albert Magnuson; 
R. G. Peltier; C. C. Perry; H. J. 
Longacre; Carl W. Buermele; Ted 
Gamble; Jules J. Rubens; M. D. 
Thomas; T. C. Baker; Morgan A. Walsh; 
Irving Carlin; E. C. Rhoden; John 
Hamrick; Ned Edris; William Rosenthal; 
Ralph D. Goldberg; E. C. Beatty; 
Tom Gorman; B. F. Shearer; Jack 
Rose; Ed Markell; J. L. Schonberger; 
William Brandt...and many 
hundreds more, too numerous to 
mention within this limited space. 


: the duties of 








id happy 6 ee Ras ae, ‘fith! 


Thank you, Mr. Se eas Skouras, for undertaking 


the National Chairmanship for the Drive. 


Thank you, Mr. M 





d-West Section! 


Thank you, / 
ian Chairman! | 





We know that words alone can never 
fully express our appreciation, but you 


are all showmen and understand the 


language of BIG PICTURES. 


On the following pages are listed 


BIG PICTURES and their approxi- 
mate release dates, that will be and 


are ready for you. 


Morton Singer, for volunteering : 
es Chairman of the 


L. Nothanson, for taking @ over , 


The “EXHIBITORS’ SPONSORED TESTIMONIAL to NEW 
UNIVERSAL“ for AUGUST + SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 
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SHE LIVED ON THE 
BACK STREETof LOVE 


(Here's a selling line that is Exciting every 
woman in the country!) 


Universal gives you the greatest box 
office team of the year 


IRENE ~ CHARLES 


DUNNE BOYER 
WHEN TOMORROW COMES 


with 
BARBARA O'NEIL - ONSLOW STEVENS 
NYDIA WESTMAN .-. FRITZ FELD 


Produced and Screenplay by Dwight 
Directed by Taylor based on a story. 
JOHN M. STAHL by James M. Cain 


a John M. Stahl 


production 











°\ 


MUTINY ON THE DESPERATE 
BLACKHAWK TRAILS 


Richard eng ti DEVINE 


in the first of the series of the grandes 
_ action Picturés Universal has ever produceé the Greatest Qut-Door Team 


Backed by a swell cast with CONSTANCE : with 


MOORE « NOAH BEERY + GUINN “BIG = JOHNNY MACK BROWN 


BOY" WILLIAMS and others 
Produced by. Ben Pivar 
Directed by Christy Cabanne Produced & Directed by Albert Ray 
RELEASED SEPTEMBER ist RELEASED SEPTEMBER 8th 














Rip-Roaring, Pulse-Stoppine Adventure ant 


DRAMA from the root of life... 
YOUTH, the call of adventure 
and the HEART-CALL of loyalty! 








BOYS” 


Starring 
JACKIE FREDDIE 


COOPER BARTHOLOMEW 


with ALAN DINEHART*MELVILLE COOPER 
DOROTHY PETERSON « J. MM. KERRIGAN 
Directed by Joseph Santley * Associate Prod., Burt Kelly 
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BOB BAKER and FUZZY KNIGHT 
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THE UNIVERSAL 
FINDERS DOITA 


An amazing new per- 
sonality presented to 
your box-office ...in- 
sured by a splendid 
human production... 
crowded with favor- 
ite screen names 
and it’s a 


JOE PASTERNAK 


production 





ROBERT 





Original story by I. A. R. Wylie 
Screenplay by Grover Jones 


HAWAIIAN 
NIGHTS 


1 Breathless. Romance of Swine-Mad Youth 
Set to the Allurine Tempo of the Hula ~ 
with 
JOHNNY DOWNS e MARY CARLISLE 
CONSTANCE MOQORE+MATTY MALNECK 
and his Orchestra « EDDIE QUILLAN 
FHURSTON HALL e SAMUEL S. HINDS 

ETIENNE GIRARDOT 


“ py etiaty us a ¥ 
Max Golden, Associate ‘Producer 


Directed oy Albert S. Rogell 
RELEASED SEPTEMBER 15th 


BASIL 


RATHBONE 


with 


SIGRID GURIE 
LEO CARRILLO 





CUMMINGS :- GREY 
and GLORIA JEAN 


‘The UNDER PUP” 


(there’s one in every family) 
ith 
BEULAH BOND! e VIRGINIA WEIDLER e MARGARET LINDSAY ¢ C.AUBREY SMITH 


BILLY GILBERT ¢ ANN GILLIS ¢ RAYMOND WALBURN e PAUL CAVANAUGH 
SAMUEL S. HINDS 


- ROBERT CUMMINGS =" 


STAR 
GAIN! 






DIRECTED BY 
RICHARD WALLACE 





Timely as the headlines on 
DAY tomorrow's sports page ! 
dction on the gridiron ' 
Love on the sidelines . 
4d Laugh Touchdown 
with 
ANITA LOUISE e DICK FORAN e CHARLEY 


GRAPEWIN«+ BERTON CHURCHILL 
EMMA DUNN 


Aen Goldsmith, Asso.’ Producer 
Direéted by Harold Young 
RELEASED OCTOBER 13th 


VICTOR 


McLAGLEN 





Love and the Glamour of Paris — Hatred 
and Death in a Tropic Penal Hell 
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: From Grim Pages | 
/ ALL AMERICA Is Waiting _ _ Long Hidden by 
for Deanna To Fall In Love! sll “, Time...Storms the 
Her glorious voice finds new inspiration in romance! Ay — Gripping Drama of 
- \ the Most Gruesome 
re DI IRBIN . » » Most Fascin- 
| ating ... Character 
CS a * in in History ! 
FIRST 
a } HELEN PARRISH : ROBERT — . 
me  STACK-EUGENE PALLETTE " oe 
LEWIS HOWARD-BEATRICE TOWER of LONDON | 
JOY: MARCIA MAY JONES 4 starring 
CHARLES COLEMAN _ 
and other favorites ee : R A S I L m A T HI B 0 N E 
with BORIS KARLOFF - IAN HUNTER - NAN GREY 
Produced by JOE : 
PASTERNAK ee BARBARA O'NEIL - JOHN SUTTON - VINCENT PRICE : 
Se A ROWLAND V. LEE Production 





4 Produced and Directed by Rowland V. Lee S - 





al ee 3 

4 thousand dollar bill—torn in . . E ee 
half—starts the strangest, most ; Pe : : 

exciting story ever lived or played Be | BE 

with ' " E : : 














Richard ARLEN: Andy DEVINE a | 

vase Approved by Exhibitors as. i& 

Produced by .Ben -Pivar en en 8 | 

vrwccrs com “The Exhibitor Company!” i 

- Sr —st—=*=*"# CS | , oe oe a, | 

‘ THE FIRST of the FAMOUS : 
PRODUCTIONS from HARRY Nicaea ' | 


EDINGTON for UNIVERSAL! 





Backep by tremendous 
star power, an important new 
producer brings you a picture 
aimed straight at your box- 
office... The cast—crowded 
with talent and popular ap- : oa : & 

peal...The story—a dynamic, a ini igh ee 

swiftly-paced romance set in THAT WILL IGNITE 
the strangest, most danger- T wo NA MES THE HEARTS OF 
ROMANTIC AMERICA! 


ous country on earth! 





DOUGLAS 


cevow FAIRBANKS DIETRICH ana STEWART 


BENNETT : 
GREEN HELL D BO TRY Hides AGAIN rt 








with Directed by George Marshall 
JOHN HOWARD « ALAN HALE »- GEORGE BANCROFT Hnother JOE 
ad VINCENT PRICE : : ry. é 
GEORGE SANDERS + VINC PASTERNAK 





A JAMES WHALE production = "Sisnes’wikté = SENSATION! 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


Judy Garland, Mickey Rooney, 
The Martins (8), George Stoll orch 
423); ‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G), 
viewed in VARIETY Aug. 16. 


Four years have elapsed since the | 
Capitol on Broadway dropped stage 


shows with a loud thud. Now it 
steps back into the picture, even if 
only temporarily, with the attention- 
getting combination of Judy Garland 
and Mickey Rooney behind the foots 


and “The Wizard of Oz,’ featuring the | 


femme juve, on the screen. It’s co- 
lessal b.o., attested to by the record- 
breaking attendance opening day 
(Thursday ), and an excellent enter- 
tainment buy for old and young 
alike. 

The Garland-Rooney personal is 
serving a three-fold purpose for 
Loew’s and Metro. First, it’s giving 
‘Oz’ a rousing b.o. sendoff in the 
metropolis; (2) it’s serving as a swell 
trailer for the forthcoming ‘Babes in 
Arms’ (M-G), which co-stars the 
kids, and 
potentialities of occasionally show- 
casing Metro players on the Capitol’s 
stage. 

There’s a vast difference between 
the current biz at the Capitol with 
that of its last stage show. Latter 
held Lou Holtz, Belle Baker, Block 
and Sully. Moore and Revel, and Tip, 
Tap and Toe, but the public was apa- 
thetic. It was stronger on paper 
than is the current layout, but the 
names of Rooney and Garland are 
evidently. magic, plus the benefits ac- 
cruing from the dandy exploitation 
campaign on ‘Oz.’ 

A crowd of around 10.000 waited 
in line for the Capitol’s doors to open 
Thursday (17) morning. This was 
before the appearance of reviews on 
the film, so it was either the lure of 
Garland-Rooney or another instance 


of the public ‘smelling’ a good film, | 


or both. In anv event, once inside, 
they’re getting their money's worth 
from both stage and screen. 

This is not merely a personal of 
two film plavers, but a solid act run- 
ning nearly 26 minutes. It’s grade-A 
showmanship by both kids. They 
sing, dance and Rooney drums. 
They’re young, fresh and on the up- 
beat in the public’s affection and 
imagination—a tousle-haired imp and 
a-cute, clean-cut girl with a smash 
singing voice and style. 

Miss Garland has had quite a bi 
of stage experience and her stage 
presence is to be expected, but 
Rooney surprises with his easy man- 
ner in front of a live audience. He 
sticks to his puckish character and 


only once does he come close to hav- | 


ing his smart-aleckness rebound 
against him. This is in his clinch 


duet with Garland on ‘Oceans Apart,’ 
introed as Rooney’s own oe ga | 


tion and coming as fheir finale. 


Tce i 


(3) it indicates the b.o. | 


appears as though he would become | 
too rough, but he manages to stay 
just within bounds. 

She carries the brunt of the vo- | 
cals, socking out ‘The Lamp Is Low’ | 
and then ‘Comes Love.’ from ‘Yokel 
Boy.’ at the outset. She leads into 
Rooney’s impersonation of a scene | 
between Clark Gable and Lionel} 
Barrymore in ‘Test Pilot.” with 





| 
| George Jessel, Josephine Huston, 
Paul Sydell & Spotty, Buster Shaver 
with Olive & George, Robbins Bros. 
,& Margie; ‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring 
Fever’ (M-G). 

Four good acts with George Jessel, 
Jatter filling a spot himself and 
|m.c.ing, provide sturdy support for 
| ‘Andy Haray Gets Spring Fever’ 
| (M-G), with the double pull of the 
picture and the vaude meaning 
much more than the average box- 
|office here. Business excellent 
| Thursday night (17) ‘opening) and 
nothing should happen to the 
|draught, in spite of current strong 
competition on Broadway, before 
the week is out. 


| Armed with good material, Jessel 
lis surefire all the way. He opens 
| with some gab anent the N. Y. 
| World’s Fair and Vitalis, having 
|} particular interests in both, and 
|then appears among the other four 
}turns. He has the Little Old New 
York concesh at the expo and is on 
the air for the hair tonic Wednes- 
day nights. First act is Robbims 
| Bros. and Margie (New Acts), with 
sock dancing and acros. A bit with 
|the girl member of the act is done 
| by Jessel, who tells a good story and 
|inferentially refers to Eddie Cantor, 
| here recently, as ‘that fellow.’ Jes- 
|sel himself played here last Febru- 
| ary, this being a rather early repeat. 
Paul Sydell’s standard dog act, 
with his running time less than 
usual, is No. 2, followed again by 
Jessel, with a yarn that’s very good. 
Josephine Huston did 10 minutes 
but could have gone longer, regis- 
tering heftily Thursday evening at 
the last shew. She's doing four 
numbers, an outstander being ‘Begin 
the Beguine,’ with which she really 
sopranos. A modernized ‘Bells of 
St. Mary’s’ is also effectively done. 
| Miss Huston also works with the 
'm.c., following her turn in a familiar 
| blackout. 

Buster Shaver his two 
| midgets, Olive and George, standard 
|for years and always clicks, work in 
| full stage. They’re doing their usual 
| patter and dancing, wherein the 
| midgets terp, with Shavers also danc- 

ing with Olive. 

| Winding up the proceedings in a 
| 20-minute stint, Jessel ties in a pop 
|number with a rather long, but 
} strong, story about the honeymoon- 
ers and the hat he left in Niagara 
Falls. He ‘phones’ Mom for the 
greater portion of his regular turn; 
selling very successfully. Material, 
| too, is surefire. A medley of songs 
|he’s written and gags over what 
happened to royalty carry him to 


the finish. Char. 


{ 








and 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 
Jack Malerich’s Orch (18), Joseph 
Griffin, Lew Brock, Patricia Wynn 
Dancers (12), Flagg & Arnold, Dawn 
Sisters (2), Hal Minkin, Marion 
Rudeen, Hank Brown & Marcella; 
‘Mr. Wong in Chinatown’ (Mono). 








and aerobatic dancing. Get across 
solidly by their grimaces, torso 
twisting and nonsensical gyrations in 
| @ rough ballet dance burlesque. Hal 
' Minkin is an expert tapster who per- 
lforms intricate steps in perfect 
rhythm. He dances up and down a 
set of steps, doing the Bill Robinson 
routine, but having an arrangement 
of bells and drums on which he taps 
tunes as he ascends and descends. 
It's a show-stopper. 

Headliners are Hank Brown, 
dancing comedian, and 1 is attractive 
feminine partner, Dolores, who 
sings. Brown is a soft-spoken young 
man with an ingratiating drawl and 
smile. He emulates Will Mahoney 
with his comedy falls and eccentric 
dancing. Many of his gags are 
bluishly tinged. 

Marion Rudeen, who was crowned 
‘Miss Minnesota of 1939’ in a recent 
competition, is not only a looker, 
but a skillful acrobatic dancer as 
well. Her flying somersaults, hand- 
springs, flip-flops and tumbling earn 
merited applause. 

Lower floor almost entirely filled 
at the final Friday night perform- 


ance. Rees. 
FOX, PHILLY 
Philadelphia, Aug. 18. 
John Boies, Five Elgins, Terry 


Howard & Jack Talley, Wynn, Brach 
& Ames, Ted Lester, Lou Schrader 
house bund (15); ‘Hotel for Womew 
(20th). 


Singing its swan song as a vaude- 
filmer, the Fox has a well-planned 
and entertaining fiesh show this 
week. Although names surrounding 
John Boles mean nothing on marquee, 
they represent diversified bill. Lack- 
ing, however, is an m.c. to give acts 
proper buildup. 

Leadoft is dance trio of Wynn, 
Brach and Ames, two guys and a gal, 
who hocf it in plenty of style. They 
are accompanied by Schrader’s crew, 
who play on stage throughout 50- 
minute show. Backdrop, built to re- 
semble page of music, is tastefully 
done. 

No. 2 is Ted Lester with a show- 
stopping instrumental turn. Lester, 
a newcomer in these parts, comes On 
stage with a flowing cape and pro- 
ceeds to pull out all kinds of instru- 
ments and noisemakers, playing each 
surprisingly well. Took two encores 
at show caught. 

The Elgins are a quintet—three 
men and two women—who are ex- 
cellent jugglers with a good sense 
of timing and a flair for comedy. 
They start out in a bewildering 
frenzy of putting on and taking 
off innumerable hats and wind 
up in a pin-tossing flurry in which 
the entire stage seems to teem with 
the flying hardwood. 

Jack Talley and Terry Howard 
have an amusing act with Miss How- 





Rooney then slipping behind the 
drums for a jam session. _ He's far | Like all except one of its prede- 
from being a topflicht skin-beater.| cessors, current show has no name, 
but it’s swell novelty coming from | but stacks up as considerable enter- 
him and aimed at the jive hounds. |tainment value for the 15-30¢ tariff. 
Considering his mixed sartorial get- | Proceedings run largely to dancing, 





up opening night, Rooney might also| but an abundance of comedy is in- 


have soloed 
Pents Too Long’ 

They insert a major plug for ‘Babes 
in Arms’ via two songs from that 
film. ‘Good Morning’ and 
Countrv,”’ Latter is a slan at the dic- 
tatorships, naming Stalin, Franco, 
Il Duce and Der Fuehrer, and indi- 
cates controversy if the picture is 
released with that song intact. 

Rooney clowns his singing. but in- 
dicates some vocal abilitv. He also 
shows promise as a hoofer in a shag 
routine with Garland. In ‘Country’ 
he works in a comic impersonation 
of F.D.R.. without. however. men- 
tioning names. and then both lead 
neatly into the ‘Oceans’ encore. The 
audience anvreciation is loud and 
lone throughout. 

Loew’s smartly hrought vperson- 
able George Stoll. Metro musical di- 
rector. on from the Coast to direct 
the nickun stage orch. Laiter holds 
21 musicians, plus a pianist for a 
singing octet. and thouvh rehcrrced 
for onlv three davs is tin-ton. 
five minutes of the 31-minute stage 
show is taken 1” bv the orchestra. 
The Martins (£) and their smooth 
orch-vncal hlend on ‘We're Off to See 
the Wizard,” fram ‘Oz’. The mixed 
octet. named after its pianist. Hush 
Martin. has practicelly nothines to do 


after the onening. the stace then he- | 


ing taken aver and held thereafter 
by the two film inves. 
Band is sootte4 on the stage in a 


very smart cetting. csoreed out to 
seem even larger thon it is and 
reminiscent of the Conitol’s once 


larse cvmnh. Musicians are tuxed 
bit Stoll sticks to -n ice-cream suit. 
it’s a touch of Hollywood rercha- 
Jance. Scho. 





BERKELEY SCRIPTS ‘SUSIE’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Paramount has assigned Martin 


Berkeley to screenplay chore on 
‘Miss Susie Slazel’s,’ based on Au- 
* gusta Tucker’s novel. 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., produces 


First | 


‘Sam, You Made de|terspersed and helps to take off the 
lack-of-diversity 


| whole, 


‘s curse. On the 
vaudeville layout is some- 
what below the established standard 


‘God's | here and the running isn’t as smooth 


jas usual. But all in all, customers 
| have little cause for complaint. 
Malerich conducts his 18 musicians 
on the elevated pit through a lively, 
| tuneful medley of such pop numbers 
jas ‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ and 
|‘Japanese Sandman’ with solo bits by 
|the brass section and first violinist 
jand with Joseph Griffin, robust 
|tenor, topping it all off with some 
| pleasing warbling. It’s the usual im- 
| pressive flash in consequence of the 
Malerich showmanship. 
| Omitting the usual audience sing, 
Malerich, instead, performs an organ 





solo, ‘Beautiful Blue Danube.’ It’s 
a svelte arrangement performed 
| with skill. Six of the Wynn dancers 


jin thin, flowing white gowns appear 
for a brief ballet number during the 
organlogue, enhancing its effective- 
ness. : 

The assignments of Lew Brock, 
the house m.c., include, besides in- 
troducing the acts, an appearance 
as a stooge with the Dawn Sisters in 
a knockabout comedy dance inter- 
lude and conducting the orchestra 
for a short laugh-provoking spell. 
With every unintentional wave of 
| the baton eliciting unexpected re- 
{ sponses from the musicians who also 
|contribute other confusion-making 
| business, the latter is familiar stuff, 
but gets across nicely. 

First of the two Patricia Wynn 
dance contributions, stariing the 
| show, finds the girls in abbreviated 
| skirts and panties for a ‘Boy Meeis 
Girl’ sextetie a la ‘Floradora.’ The 
12 feminine terpsers are on again 
'at the finish alone in vari-colored 
| dresses set off with Robin Hood hats 
for some fast prancing. The finale, 
, however, is abruptly lame. 

Flagg and Arnold perform difficult 

alancing feats calling for great 
strength and muscle control]. Strenu- 
ous routine is well received. 
| Dawn Sisters appear twice, offer- 
ing slapstick clowning and eccentris 








ard doing a bit, a la Baby Snooks, 
with songs, gags and music. She 
overdoes another item, however, in 
which she is trying to overcome an 
elemental urge. She has the audi- 
ence uncomfortable. 


Boles is a first-class magnet with 
the femmes, giving out songs from 
his late musicals and pictures. Pleas- 
ers are ‘See Your Face Before Me,’ 
‘Rio Rita’ and ‘One Alone.’ Finishes 
in a blaze of applause dolled up in a 
brown derby and coat with ‘Waiting 
at the Gate for Katy.” Despite ear- 
deafening hand from the femmes, he 
doesn’t encore. 

Biz when caught 
was pood. 


(Friday night) 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Joe Besser & Co. (2), Dolly Kay, 
Jans & Lynton with Joey Dean, 
Stauley Greene, Barry 
Wyler; ‘Masie’ (M-G) 
Finds a Sow (M-G). 


a 


and ‘Tarzan 


Show went over with a smash at 
the supper session here on Saturday 
(19), each turn clicking enormously. 
There are four acts and an amateur, 
Stanley Greene, who won last week’s 
tyro contest and is back this week 
for his award, which is to do an act 
of name impersonations. The im- 
pressions are recognizable and satis- 
fied the customers. 

Joe Besser, who practically grew 
up in this house in the Paul Ash 
days, is back with Lee Royce and 
scores resoundingly on his goofy 
comedy. Besser works hard and 
shrewdly for the variety audience, 
getting laughs out of mugging, ma- 
terial and delivery. Royce comes 
through on his own with the vocal 
exercise. 

Solid vocals also fram Dolly Kay. 
by now a standard Chicago fave 
whether in theatres or niteries. 
Plenty of power in those pipes and a 
routine of tunes which will satisfy 
anywhere. 

Dance revue dished up by Jans and 
Lynton plus Joey Dean. Ballroom 
tap, sofi-shoe work and _ specialties 
make a variety turn that is suitable 
for theatre or nite spot. Comedy 
dancing is the mainspring of the 
Barry, Breen and Wyler turn, which 
contains some excellent dance tricks 
entwined in the act. This act, like 
most turns these days, is so fash- 
ioned that it can fit in well with any 
‘nitery requirements Gold. ; 





Breen &| 





APOLLO, N. Y. 


Ernie Fields orch (14) with Mel- 
vin Moore, Leora Davis; Berry Bros. 
(3), Princess Orelia, Conway & 
Parks, Whirling Dervishes (6), John 
Mason, Jimmie Baskette, Johnny 
Vigal, Clarence Robinson Girls (16); 
‘Prison Born’ (Mono). 

Current show is spotty. Gets away 
in sock style which is maintained, 
with exceptions here and there, un- 
til Ernie Fields’ orchestra (Band Re- 
views) shifts from pit to stage. Then 
it Sags completely. Picks up again, 
however, with the Berry Bros., who 
break into the band’s turn. 

Production and work of the Clar- 
ence Robinson Girls are meatiest 
portions of the layout. Practically 
the entire show, excepting Conway 
and Parks and necessary comedy 
bits during scene changes, is worked 
into three settings in which are in- 
corporated specialties as well as 
house people. Makes for overlong 
sections which border on the monot- 
onous at times, but on the whole are 
worthwhile. 

Initial setting is laid out as the 
grounds around a desert fort, with 
the Robinson girls going through a 
military routine commanded in un- 
intelligible lingo, interspersed with 
Harlemese for laughs, by Jimmie 
Baskette. Musical background by 
Fields’ orchestra aids the illusion, 
which is further sustained by the 
Whirling Dervishes, tumbling act ia 
Arabian costumes. Dervishes are 
standard, offering the usSual lifts, 
spins and two and three-high stands. 
Highlight is five hanging on one 
understander, with exit including 
acceptable speedy flips, etc. Their 
execution could be smoother, how- 
ever. 


Second setting, in a jungle, is ex- 
cellently done. Uses the Robinson 
girls in appealing shifts from unison 
drumming to neatly staged terp rou- 
tines. Baskette vocals ‘Boom Tiddy 
Boom,’ which goes heavily dramatic 
at its finale and garners him con- 
siderable plaudits for a well-done 
piece. Princess Orelia bounds into 
this also for an interpretative bii 
with a painted male figure that’s 
supposed to represent a tribal chief- 
tain. Dance hasn't much meaning 
but fits into the jungle theme and 
is given good treatment by her from 
a rhythmic standpoint. 

Conway and Parks are on between 
the first two settings. They're in one 
to enable sceneshifting, with so-so 
vocalizing of ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ a 
terp series by them following. Their 
footwork is most impressive, with 
some panto work being included 
later. Act is loose and only passable. 

Berry Bros. run through their 
usually excellent canetossing and tap 
routines to a g sendoff, working 
in front of the Fields band, which 
shifts to the rear of the stage. 

Biz fair when caught last 
opening night (Friday). 


CHICAGO 


show 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
Owen McGiveney, Whitey Roberts, 
Hans Muenser, Three Oxford Boys, 
Stapletons (2), Fred Evans Ballet: 
‘Stanley and Livingstone’ (20th). 
Plenty of good old vaudeville on 
the stage here this week in addition 
io the standard Balaban & Katz ace 
production as exemplified by the 
work of Fred Evans and his excel- 
lent line of girls. 


They have brought back their ex- 


concert master, Hans Muenser, to 
take a spot on the stage with his 
violin. Muenser ducked show biz 


some time ago to hie himself to the 
University of Iowa as instrucior in 
music, but the footlights have him 
for this week, anyway. Muenser 
used to drive the femmes whacky 
with his soulful fiddling whether on 
the stage or in the pit. And he’s 
doing all right with the fiddle cur- 
rently, though his playing these days 





indicates that he has gone strictly 
pedagogue. His fiddling is tech- 
nically impeccable, but the _in- 
structor seems to have thrown a 


dark cloak over the troubadour. 
Whitey Roberts is forte with his 
|splendid touch of all-around show 
|biz. He juggles, tells jokes, skips 
| rope to waltz time and worms him- 
self snugly into the affections of the 
customers. A seasoned performer 
| with a surefire method of handling 
an audience, Roberts indicates ex- 
cellent possibilities for even brighter 
things in the business. His enter- 
| tainment material is solid at ail 
| times, 
| Tt must be a new generation be- 
cause the customers here were €n- 
| thralled by McGiveney’s protean 
| work, and they sat agape at the 
quick changes from Sykes to Nancy 
to Fagin and the other Dickens 
characters. McGiveney has all his 





| 
} 


entrances and exiis lighted in the 
present routine and it’s good nov- 


elty variety stuff. 

Oxford Boys have brought imper- 
sonations to a high point. They have 
appearance and smooth salesman- 
ship that put their impressions of 
| orchestras over to any audience 
| sharply. Had to encore and beg off. 
| Stapletons are a neat dancing couple, 
;}and scored particularly with their 
fine ballroom tan number. 

Biz good last show Friday (18) 
| Gold 
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Villaggio Balneare 
(Bathing Village) 
(ROME) 
Rome, Aug. 12. 
R. Di Marco house orch (12). Ghist 
Ballet (8), Four Guidos, Belle Iris 
Trio, Four American Stars, Heyri- 


ette, Concha & Concha; ‘Un Dramma 
nell Article’ (Ufa). 





Stressing flesh, the only thing that 
seems to cause Italo audiences to 
warm their mitts, the offering at the 
Villaggio Balneare’s new theatre is 
getting a good b.o. ride. Theatre is 
= of new amusement center's fea- 
ures. 


Show is paced too slowly and leans 
too heavily on acrobatics, with all 
five numbers stressing limbering ex- 
ercises_ im none too-different rou- 
tines. Bill has a colorful start, with 
the Ghisi Ballet (8) in green Tyro- 
lian garb, backed by a gingerbread 
house for a drop. However, they do 
little more than dance about a may- 
pole. The Four Guidos follow to 
peddle regulation acros featuring 
ladder tricks with two men and a 
pair of blondes. One man does all 
the ladder balancing on his knees, 
while others take turns at swinging 
and juggling on it, climaxing with 
all three hanging on. 

The Belle Iris Trio, next, gets 
plenty of applause before a muscle 
is moved because two femmes are 
clad only in sprayed gilt and spar- 
kles, The muscleman, who's attired 
more conventionally, twirls gals 
with agility. However, only run-of- 
mill acros are displayed. Climax of 
act sees one femme diving off a 
none-too-startlingly high platform 
into man’s arms to glean well. 

The Ghisi Ballet follows with arm 
calis ics, done in long purple 
chiffon gowns to the tune of ‘Where 
or When.’ Turn is a la Martha Gra- 
ham, but done with littie success, and 
gets its only peep when they wiggle 
hips instead of arms. The Four 
American Stars, billed as from the 
U. S., alone offer anything with pep 
and timing, doing some fast roller- 
skating. Although remarkabie in 
their feats, showmanship, personality 
and gals’ blonde tresses put them 
over. Henriette, billed as lately 
from the French Casino, New York 
(latter has been the Casa Manana for 
a couple of years), doesn't do any- 
thing more strenuous in acrobatics 
than most ponies learn in first week 
of kicking. But she doesn’t need to 
here. Her s.a., fiery red hair and 
skimpy, gold-brocaded shorts and 
bra catch the Italos in the uppers. 
Almost unheard of here, the localers 
demand encores. Act is much too 
long for what she contributes. 

The Ghisi gals again take over 
here in an indiscriminate number, 
with half of them in military garb 
and others in flowing robes. They 
combine tap, ballroom and ballet, 
but only succeed in being messy. 
Acrobats Concha and Concha close. 
They’re good physical culture types, 
clad appropriately and have plenty 
of grace. However. their feats are 
done too slowly. They garner big 
applause though. 

R. Di Marco directs the pit or- 
chestra (12), which comes as close to 
piaying American tunes in the man- 
ner in which they were intended as 
jany other orchestra hereabouts. 
Sixty-minute show, plus film. is 
offered at 10 to 35c scale, plus the 10c 
admission charge to the grounds. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 18 

Seventh annual local revue, ‘Going 
Native’; produced by Gene Ford; 
starring Paul Gerrits with local play- 
ers as follows: Banks Murray, Jr. 
Dorothy Walsh, Tom, Dick & Harry, 
Marjorie King, Evelyn Foster, Rob- 
ert Youmans, James Evans, Catholie 
University German Band, Faqgue 
Springman, Edward Dorgan & Eliza- 
beth Guthridge, Joe Johnson, Sylvia 
Kaplowitz & Accordion Ensemble; 
‘These Glamour Girls’ (M-G). 











Seventh annual all-local revue 
proves again that house has a swell 
{institution as good-will builder, 
space-grabber and, this year more 
than ever, good entertainment. With 
Paul Gerrits doing a stout emcee job, 
and a cast of 40 localites drawn from 
| colleges, high schools, and would-be 
pros, it’s authentic home talent and 
the best of the series. 

Opens with line warbling ‘Seitle 
Down,’ clever tune by two Univer- 
sity of Maryland students (Joe Peas- 
lee and Frank Stevenson) and break- 
ing into adequate tap-and-kick rou- 
|tine, Gerrits leading the hoofing on 
| his skates. Off with the skates for 
|patter with Banks Murray, Jr., 
| young student editer of high school 
column in Times-Herald, who aspires 
|to be an emcee and does amusing 
; job throughout, working both with 
Gerrits and alone. Dorothy Walsh, 
pretty brunet, comes on for cross 
gags with Murray and Gerrits and 
takes stage alone for standard tap 
routine. Tom, Dick and Harry, har- 
monica trio, take it next for n-s.¢. 
sweet pop medley, waste time with 
paniomime horseplay and then tear 
ofi ‘Casa. Loma Stomp’ for a strong 
finish. More incidental patter with 
| Gerrits, Murray and Dorothy Walsh, 
;jand they bring on Marjorie King 
| blond soprano who socks with oper- 
j;eita selections and takes side m)! 
(Continued on page 28) 
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ISLAND OF LOST MEN 


2h Cent -Fox release of Sol M. Wurte 
(Continued from page 14) : on; associate producer, Edward | 
tal mannerism and menacing every jo ".: Bagh ner ig «fl 2 yp Psenen sind 
foot of the way, Naish plays the role, Me. Join Larkin. beesd On churenter | 
io the hilt. He hates and despises y Earl Derr Biggers: eamera, V 
everyboay, inciudging himsell, < editor, Norman Colbert, Pree 
¥ : * repens : ia ¢ iewe Uptown, L. A., Aug. 19, “od. 
counts on his eternal cleverness to) |) na time 22 2aBhee 
ouiwit the law and remain king Of! Cherie Chan ....cccceeces ....Sidney Toler 
his jungle domain. Rhodir seseeest'eSar Romero | 
Into his clutches fall a variety of fs cette ct eee e reer enone Pauline Moore 
white and native lawbreakers, ail) {00°} CMeMerscsrsss eres Pe eas Bln 
seeking safety in the jungle. Naish | yivea kKnwdinic...ccsceccceeeeeees Fesnds theta 
sweats and labors them all to his, Th @ Gregory.....ee- Douglas Dumbrille 
personal enrichment. Anna May | Stella Essex........sseesseseeee Sally Blane 
Wong, daughter of a Chinese yen- cc ns i daha Yo bg eo 
eral. who had fled his country when! «hier J. J. Kivaine..... Donald MaeBride 
falsely accused of absconding w < a | Redley.......0ecece+eeeeeee-Charles Halton 
huge sum of money, plots to ci¢ DAUD, ec e ee eee eee eeees Trevor ag 
her father’s name. Pau) BeseX..ccccecsecses Louis Jean He 
She succeeds in this with the help | 
of a countryman and several of the! In this one, Charlie Chan bumps 
white men bold enough to dety;jnto a murder mystery involved 
Naish. Latter’s crueliy, exceeding, with the psychic and astrological 
all bounds, is g seteeg for his! rackets. and proceeds to unravel the 


ultimate downfall. Natives finish him | 
with spears and the jungle reclaims 
its own. 

Writers have attempted to put 
enough twists in the tale to differen- | 
tiate it from its predecessor, but 
their efforts leave the final result as 
improbable and moth-eaten as the 
original. 

Anna May 
Quinn turn in dignified. capable per- 
formances, and Eric Blore, Ernest 
Truex and Broderick Craw ford stand 
out with well-etched character de- 
lineations. Crawford is especially | 
dominating and surefire in his han- 
dling of lines. 

Setting and artistic dressing of | 
production and scenic high-lights 
achieve high excellence. Principal 
faults are the trite story and slow | 


pace of the first half in which omi- | bound 


leadi to th tch | himself in 
Sams Ovens, eames we > pie | Trail leads him to Zodiac, racketeer- 


of real excitement of the climax, do 
not provide enough action to sustain | 
audience interest up to that point. 


Behind Prison Gates 


production Feat- 
Directed by Charies | 
sereenplay, Arthur T 

White; camera, Allee 
Richard Fantl. At Glohe, 
tunning time, 





4 operating 


Columbia release and 
wres Brian Donlevy. 
Barton. Original 
Horman, Leslie T 
G. Siegler; editor, 


| With 


Wong and Anthony| holds up generally to pace set 


|; nent in support. 


N. ¥ week Aug. 19, ‘39. 

63 MINS, 

2. err Brian Donlevy | 
Sheila Murray......ccees Jacqueline Wells 
Warden O' Nell... ccccccves Joseph Crehan | 
ye 3) re oe. Paul Fix | 
Marty Conroy. re Liovd 
Capt. Simmons.... Curtis | 
eS a Fiske 





Prison drama fare not exhausted 
yet apparently. Usual threadbare 
convict stuff this time has enough 
twist to groove it for fair support 
rating on dual programmers. Brian 


Donlevy is the only one in cast 
strong enough to lure boxoffice 
tirade, 


Story is tightly directed with sus- 
pense and melodramatic snan to hold 
interest for the most part. Donlevy 


is the center of all the action and, 


with camera trained on him almost 
§0° of the picture, does more than 
his share of acting. On the whole, 


he turns in an expert job. 
Opus is grim and humorless. It’s 


a manhunt, and wastes little time 
vetting down to tacks in a prison 
yard where, posing as a yegg with a 


tough record. Donlevy, in reality a 
secret operative of the State attor- 
ney’s office, seeks to uncover where 
a pair of bank robbers and cop kill- 
ers have hidden stolen loot. 
Donlevy cleverly plants suspicion 


of each other in the minds of the 
two cons, with the object of getting 
a squeal from one or the other. Even 





the prison warden (Crehan) is un- 
aware of his identity until a prison 
break, engineered by Donlevv. enc 
in dis: ‘ous failure for the cons 
When the information he wants is 
about ready to break, Donlevy simu- 
lates two more escapes, breaking out 
the men he expects will lead him to 


the dough. This finally happens, but 


Donlevy is nearly bumned off whe 
hey discover his identity. An other 
operative, covering him u. arrives 


in the nick of time 
life, and 
money. 

Despite plausible attempt at plot 
treatment, the mechanics have been 
worked out too patly to be able to 
convince a bunch of wise cons or the 
fans who ordinarily would know 
beiter. Why the attorney general's 
office should constitute itself a col- 
lection agency for stolen money is 
also a mystery. 

Yarn has usual -amount of ma- 
chine gun _ rat-tat-tat, attempted 
knifings, a mysterious cell killing, 
dining-room ¢nd workshop incidents 
to keep the continuity movinr with 
steady pace and suspense right up 
to final scenes. 

Cereful mounting of sets and sub- 
etantial production values are evi- 
dent, despite moderate negative cost. 
Camera work and editing also good. 
Paul Fix and George Lloyd, as the 
two cons, and Crehan, the warden, 


to save Donlevv’ 
he gets the gal and the 


turn in straightforward perform- 
ances, Jacqueline Wells supplies 
mild romance in a few scenes to- 


wards the end of the film. 


Chan At Treasure Island 


Hollywood, Aug. 16, 





affair at a performance in a Treasure 
Island «San Francisco Fair) theatre. 
Chan's gumshoeing abilities 
now well known to film audiences 
after about 25 episodes, solution is 
secondary to the story unwinding 
through maze of weird and spooky 
episodes, 

Picture is rather slow in spots, 
y 
previous Chan adventures to satisfy 
the whodunit fans in the subsequent 
runs as supporting feature. Only 
reason for the Treasure Island tab 
in title is to tie into topical situa- 
tion. Aside from a few stock shots 
of the western fair, theatre sup- 
posedlvy on the grounds, could be 
any where. 

When fiction writer friend of 
han is suicide on Clipper plane 
for Frisco, Chan _ interests 
uncovering the reasons. 
who holds clients in his 


ing my stic, 


| power through threats of blackmail. 


assisted by Cesar Romero, 
illusionist theatre at the 
and Douglas Fowley, reporter 


Chan is 


| Fair. 


| exposing rackets of the mystics and 


astrologists. After usual confusing 
trails presented to the audience, 
with Douglas Dumbrille pointed as 
most likely suspect, Chan discloses 
the identity of Zodiac during per- 


iformance on the theatre stage. 


Romero, Dumbrille, Donald Mc- 


| Bride and Fowley are most promi- 


~ | himself 
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Bs . 
clicks off a few solid Jaughs in a 
deputy sheriff bit. 

| Narrative revolves around the 


| 
runaway escapes of a laboratory as- 
sistant who innocently gets entangled 
in the murder of her chemist-boss 
by a spy gang. Because she can fill 
in the acid-burned parts of a pur- 
| a la tho aana fram he 
loined formula, the gang frame her 
escape from the and attempt 


train 
to get her married off to an Ameri- 


can citizen. The plot becomes more 
complex and the romantic by-play 
more intense when Marshal slips 


into the bridegroom assign- 
'ment. After that it’s a lot of chase 
lin which the damsel in distress 
|rarely elicits any fear from the cus- 
|! tomers, and then comes the unmask- 
ing of the spies and a scene in which 
the heroine is admitted to US. citi- 
zenship. Odec. 





Riders of the Frontier 
{WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Edward Finney pro- 





duction. Stars Tex Ritter, Directed by 
Spencer Bennet, Story and screenplay, 
| Jesse Dutfy and Joseph Levering; camera, 
Marcel LePicard; editor, Fred Bain; songs, 
Frank Harford mausie eal director, Frank 
Sanueet. At Avena Y Aug. 18, ‘39, 
dual Running time, P+ MIXS. 
Tex.. ; heen aeheees wes Tex Ritter 
| ee CCEe ge ..Jack Rutherford 
Kuck .»»Hal Taliaferro 
Sam olen Francis 


| Gus ecco ° Serr. Willis 


.Roy Barcroft 


Carter.ceces 


EE rere ee yy ees "Bill MecCormick 
Cookie... .Mantan Moreland 
; Doctor ae weenie’ Edward Cecil 
| Marshall.... scoveeecceee@ee SENCEen 
a eee cetceseéees pee anpee 
PN o06660 500 c6n000s cedene ee Marion Sais 


Goldie... . Maxine LesHe 





latest starrer is a 
cheapie that'll have to depend on 
the kids for b.o. It fails to awaken 
any adult interest with its puerile 
story, inferior acting, direction and 
story. 

It deals with a crooked foreman 
who's fleecing Marion Sais out of 
her cattle. Posing as a western 
badman, Ritter is actually a law of- 
ficer who ultimately frustrates the 
plot and aids in the capture of the 
gang. 

Even the inferior productional ef- 
forts shroud the performance of the 
star. He croons a couple of songs, 
self-accompanied on the mandolin, 
but none is distinctive. For a ro- 
mantic touch there’s Jean Joyce, a 
newcomer and a pleasant looker, 
but she has little enough to do to 
indicate any acting ability. 


SMUGGLED CARGO 


Tex Ritter’s 





Chan’s No. 2 son, 
Sen Yung, does much te confuse 
things with amateurish display of 
detecting abilities. 


Production background is up to 


standard set by previous releases In | 


the series. 











Republic release of John H. Auer produc- 
tion. Features Barry Mackay, Rochelle 
Hudson, George Barbier, Ralph Morgan. 
Directed by John H. Auer. Screenplay, 
Michael Jacoby and Earl Felton; camera, 

|} Jack Mat editor, Ernest Nims; musical 
| director, Cy Feuer Previewed in Projection 


Room, N. Y., 
62 MINS. 


Aug. 18, ‘39. Running time, 














nside Stuff—Pictures 








Financial executives of Universal are studying the possibility of some 
sort of payment around the first of the year on dividend arrearages, en 
the preferred stock of the company. Arrears total around $50 a share at 
the present time. Reduction of $5 per share on the first preferred, of 
which there are 17,864 shares outstanding of an authorized 30,000 share s, 
8% cumulative, would not entail a payment of more than $100,000. There 
are also 20,000 shares of second preferred 7° cumulative stock outstand- 
ing, of an authorized 40,000 shares. 

Possibility of a refunding operation to effect a lower interest rate <se- 
curity, or an exchange for bonds is also being considered, according to Wall 
Street sources. 


Anxious to get into pictures. smart Broadway legit producer is said to 
have dropped $9,000, loaned to Hollywood cafe man. Latter a close associ- 
ate of a film studio exec, is said to have inferred in conversation with the 
guy from Broadway that he had terrific influence with the picture exec 
which he could use in bringing them together. Easterner fel] for the 
comeon, and when a little coin was needed by the cafe operator, the legit 
producer, who is noted in show biz for his shrewdness, proved easy vic- 
tim. Now he’s reported wanting his money back, 

Demands made by Philippine government for deletion of certain scenes 
from ‘The Real Glory’ have been met with refusal by Samuel Goldwyn to 
alter a sequence which the producer claims is a mattter of historical record. 
Scene objected to show's Moros running amuck with bolos and routing the 
Filipino constabulary. Philippine commissioner in Washington contends 
such action portrays his people as cowards. Goldwyn, however, says all 
accounts are squared in the final battle scene, in which the Filipinos 
emerge as heroes. 





Irving Trust Co., as RKO’s trustee, Monday (21) filed notice in the N. Y. 
federal court to the holders of unsecured allowed claims of RKO, that if 
they desire an increase in these claims under Article 6 of the plan of re- 
organization, they must file their notice of seeking such increase by Sept. 15. 

The plan allows creditors who have settled certain claims for part of 
what they eventually are to receive, interest on the full amount, dating 
from Jan. 27, 1933. . 


Merle Potter, Minneapolis Times-Tribune film critic, reveals that the 
salary of his protegee, Suzanne Larson—professionally Susannah Foster 
signed by Paramount for the film ‘Victor Herbert’ starts at $300 a week. 
She’s a 14-year-old singer taken to Hollywood more than a year ago by 
Metro which dropped her from its contract players before a single screen 
appearance. Her parents recently were on relief, 

. 





Neil S. McCarthy, the Coast attorney, is also a breeder and trader in 
thoroughbred horses. Many of filmdom’s horse enthusiasts enlist Mc- 
Carthy’s aid in purchasing likely looking nags, and he is reported to have 
bought 16 race horses for Louis B. Mayer in the past seven months. 

McCarthy often visits Kentucky to attend auctions of thoroughbreds, 


Is also said to have fostered and written California’s horse racing law, 
which awards winning horses, born and bred in that state, an extra 10‘¢ 


to the purse. 





Mexico is going Hollywood, under a new plan by President Lazaro Car- 
denas, who has asked Leo Carrillo’s technical advice in the establishment 
of a motion picture studio and training school near Tiajuana. Both studio 
and school will be financed by the government, with Hollywood directors, 
talent scouts, actors and technicians aiding in the education of young 
Mexican thesps, 


C. J. Oswald won $50 as first prize for best solution to an official Deiec- 


tive magazine article on a crime that occurred. Head of the Investigation 

















ov egg a eee ota Barry Mackay | Dept. of Paramount, he is also a member of the Chiefs of Police of 
Marian. .ccces tochelle Hudson | America. th , ‘ wa ce a" 
rn anklin <sepan Schnee s eke ome Geckeee rica, the FBI and other police organizations, 
EXILE EXPRESS | pistonsi2.0000000cccRuns, Menan 
: Professor. Leas ee : oo CHE Beware Edward Small is the third United Artists producer to sign with the 
Grand Nationg ] Eu 1e Fren | + eeee sreeeee JONN ra) . ‘ticj a Vv ; Yr o 
“ tion ss reg “~~ nd ft | Mastersor eee Arthur Loft Buchanan advertising agency. Others are Hal Roach and Walte r W: nger. 
farahat. Directed by Otie Garrett. Screen- | Pr. Hamilton .....Wallis Clark | Switches were engineered by John Hertz, Jr., executive \ p. of the 
play by Edwin Justus Mayer, Ethel La- | Kincaid -- Robert Homans | Buchanan outfit. 
Blanche: music, George Parrish; at Rialto, ioe . 
N. Y., commencing Aug, 16, '39. Running Discounting several implausibili- ; am, awe 
time, 70 MINS. hana geen | ties in what is a better-than-average Forthcoming publication of ‘The Pressure Boys,’ by Julius Messner, will 
cHeve Reynolds..... 11) 2 2 *Alan Mershal | Story, Republic’s ‘Smuggled Cargo’ hand the picture industry a jolt. Kenneth Crawford's expose of Washing- 
Pan) Brandt ...Jerome Cowan | has the added advantage of an ex-| ton political and industrial lobbies reveals that the Hays organization main- 
HAMley sss seseeeessertsereoes a J: d } " cellent cast that ll help it get by on| tains the biggest organization of lobbyists in the national capital 
nv | See St oe ee ceo Grovice Bieta, | the duals. Direction paces the film -_—— . 
shiitake : ’ |nicely, camera is standard though : —e — 
. , “T nid .~ “ef 4 at ed in ents Ragen ry Grand National studio is about to get a $75,000 overhauling with the 
neg e] | Glalog Spo. a : > ._ 4 “4 hel Ince ~ y « ‘ y r x 
I Beda) ol eae Har D ' lother drawback is the title, a mis- elp of Uncle Sam. Money is part of a $400.000 loan by the Reconstruc- 
Purne re eveeeal Addison ' tion Finance Corp. 
, . . | ’ ;nomer. 
< eodor CT | “ , ™ , ‘ aa aaa ——_- --- --- -—— ee 
e of Peact cos Spencer | Heading the cast are Barry ——_ eect me 
Serge , : .. Byro | Mackay ritish plaver in his eR as ’ | 
é Nps: oe | Mac! iet 4 R Fy tle H a get by, but won't arouse any en- scenery shots are good, Directed 
ici , ' -++-Don Brodie bee ending vos: “~y ig pi red for the ro thusiasm in or out of the boxoffices,} without imas gination and, aside from 
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paetable..-«: } Sosnsee: ry Ro maennes mantic interest; George Barbier,| gyeryone’s meat ) iellers are aon Withers, without any name 
pleat Vince Rarnett |Raloh Morgan and Cliff Edwards oat ah ei . _ |ataw, oat opera is destined as a 
“fates eaa..Charles Richman | ‘Y: n cama the fight forced on The trouble is not with Tex or his| filler-in with slim b.o. pickings. 
arn © 5 orced OM) strumming and humming of senti-| Color is of little assistance ta 4] 
a California orange growers associ- eiche age eee for ae Deis aie assistance to ihe 
Anna Si p 5-| tion b th unserunulous Arthur mental western ballads such as the] production as a whole. General ef- 
Anna Sten and a competent sup-| tion Dy the unscrupulous Ars, | four he sings in this one. What does! fect is muddy i not clearly d 
porting troupe are tosse d tos eiher Loft, wh« gets the growers, headed hold the opus back is the stock s fi , alt} 4 -_ not cleat aA ean 
for a gome of I-spy-you and the re- | by Morgan, into a situation that de-|+ign o f Bea te _ Es e ck ee | —, estes without any notice- 
te dan ahead Mlaaes ee rit’ i ag eae ‘ . “6 ving gang, corraling | able fringe of color registration. Ex- 
nr n pod “ oe oe Y ae. heh clngg him at a ridicu-| water supply, driving cattlemen out|teriors at times take on a completely 
nent. Ne iim as one as €t anc | LOL AO Jeu . i P through seizure of forces of law eddish } > + . . “ 
that’s the hoke comedy churned up| Mackay, whose Mayfair accent is and order: murdering off th wk ’ woe isn nue al nd other times a blue- 
bv such specialists < Jalier Cat- | somewhat ou lace in t] ical |. _: ig ahaa ings Ol 1ose Who} green, the streaks being plainly evi- 
Ay ) ts as Wal er Ca iewhat ou to f pl ace in this typical resist or forcing them to s« out. | dent in panoramic c : . > pee 
t ince Barnett and Jed Prouty.| American setting, plays Morgan’s ‘Rollin’ We: a’ <} P 4 Wit ; amie camera shots 
a . . k di 7 | W< is LO] nn Ie Li ul 2 ‘ -] 
he Bes ee nave 2 n, who ultimately nips the plot, | twist, PR sting O mass aon | to Peete af Phe co tee 
topical pull, this sample runs sucl hich is further complicated by a] ponte Scenically. also. ther 34. Tes ne ween OF 
loose and phlegmatic course, and | murde in hich Morgan innocently fights. Scenically, also, there is lit-|in stolen bonds, poses as a convict 
i edients are so apparent. that | | volvec wi eI t] e ruthless Mac. tle to recommend. Dorothy Fay gets| and he Ips leader of bad men to es- 
it won't satisfy even the most indul-|terson is sik in. "He holds hie take by ayia ta interest, but like- | cape from prison, hoping to close in 
e a e i . N > . h. | } . 
gent of meller fens. ait, aaee Katy vr eta Cg wise 1S handicanned by limited s« OpeE on the loot by aining e 
skin Wear aa P , well otherwise, with Edwards, as his|o¢ formula. Charles King, chief | Ler M ; Siren peal 
cile Express’ tries to follow the | sidekick upplying somewhat ques- | t Ins, Chi€el | Leroy Mason and his cohorts 
De tte n of its tvne prede cessors but tionable comeay. th oh vit ae ge od be a ed pier thereafte y . wenters mostly 
both the story and the direction take | Miss Hudson, as Barbier’s daugh- | threac pa in westerns and could! on cattle raids by Mason’s gang and 
it up all sorts of dull and impossible | ter; Barbier, as a millionaire backer gag ig cee ‘ee ag Withers’ outwitting the criminals 
alleys. There’s one sequence that’s|of the fruit growers, and Morgan itter does pleasing work as al-| when stolen securities are located in 
sure fire for snorts. Cornered by pur- round out the ce: nable cast beds. S. Hot ace Mur} hy, as his home  # | the safe of a cattle ranche r. hav ing 
suing cops, the escapee from a de- cca”. tobacco-squirting, side-kick, is good;| been placed there by Snub Pollard, 
portation train auick-wittedlv vroves soi Harvey, oe a agen lawyer, | reformed chuck wagon cook for the 
that she is anvthing but an alien by 9 also a stereoty ped role, only so-so | ranct ier and former t! 
vat § : 1 alien by W W . . member of the 
flinging herself into a torrid exhibi- ROLLIN EST ARD a eee | Sang. 
tion of rug-cutting. To add to the (WITH SONGS) L | Loot is regained by Withers after 
prieeongges ro the ee Monogrom release of Edward Finney pro- ure of the Wasteland several rough-and-tumble fights and 
amas one of the cops join her in the! duction. Stars Tex Ritter. Directed by Al , he _ | Sun battles, ending with the marshal 
ternsv jitters. pope Story and screenplay, Fred (WITH SONGS, IN COLOR) | taking his prisoner back to the peni- 
Linked with Miss Sten for the ro- | M¥ten:; camera, Marcel Picard; editor, | Monogram release of Al Lane production. | tentiary. Situat 
anti va lieati is Al n Fred Bail. At Times Square, N. Y., dual, | Features Grant Withers Directed by | eg ua ions at crucial mo- 
chal 1c Pyge ications 1S a.ian Mar- Aug. 17, °39. Running time, 55 MINS. , Harry Fraser, Original] and adaptation by ments are too pat and worked out 
shal. As. the devil-may-care reé-| Tex..............ccccccccccccse. Tex Ritter] Munro Talbot: camera, Francis Corby: edi- |! formula fashion, easily foretold 
porter assigned to cover the train Missour ......Horace Murphy |tor, Charles V. Henkel, Jr. At Central, | by the audience. . 
carrying a_groun of deportees east | ;,"\\° +¥ ys Fay i or wt week Aug. 18, '39. Running Mason tries hard to be a real bad- 
from Sen Frencisco, Marshal shows | paweon |” ‘ita Casale ~— em | man but toys with the part. Withers’ 
that he has at least what it takes to | Watkins Hoey’ Harces pe gina Gre thie ore role calls for him to remain in the 
nerk un fe rete zi 4 oo) beatae ai ’ é OP. seeeeees cece War ackett | ee .. 
rit t femme interest. Two othe = -+eee+eCharles King | Heroine............... "Marion Arnola | background of the action for the 
characters on the train who succeed Red. Rens win eevee e #eNis Hank Worden | Butch...........c0e: .LeRoy Mason | Most part and consequently is given 
/in carving out a bunch of interest | occ 7" riglallatatstgylcestels —. 7 Brien | Judge Carleton. lenry Roequemore | little chance to dominate the story 
for themselves are the sentimenial | Dancer.......0000 02002... sstrelita Novarre | tanch Forman badevee ....Tom London | de 
e Dances .......Estrelita Novarro | coo | Marion Arnold is dragged into the 
ex-mob-lead a laved bv Star und ‘White Flash’ CNIS 6.5.445''s Sees Snub Pollard | Pr ede i ade bey into t 
mo ader, as played by Stan- ‘ hite Flash ‘Varn without motivation She is 
ley Fields. and the anarchist, even ; —— ° | just a part of the scenery. ihten 
thoush unimaginatively overdressed| Western savebrush formula worn] Chief attempts at distinction of | Picture has been scored ckillfullv 
° rott«a ¢h + hi ; ’ 
hv the director, as done by Feodor | Pret.y thin. This concoction has been | this western are the ph: tography (in| with western romantic strains and 
Chaliavin. Prouty and Catlett do| brewed up in too manv Tex Ritter | Telco color) and the grandeur of the | cowhande sing ‘ ‘Home on the Range’ 
- ay 7 : rp oe "19 j raNneec ¢ , | = 
an pmusi Id ed tar and drink = re- roving Romec omi neces to carry any | rugged scenic bacl kgrounds. The! and another roundelz y of the plains 
porte outine, while Vince Barnett! Interest or novelty Will just about ‘color results are poor, but the th telling effect. 
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‘Warner Bros. are 
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happy fo announce that 
“THE OLD MAID’ 


has broken all first week records at the 











New York Strand; that in the first four 
days of the second week the record- 


breaking pace confinues, receipts com- 








ing within two thousand dollars of the 







first week’s mark; and that in its first 
out-of-town engagements —- Washington, 


Atlantic City and Bridgeport -—-it has 











beaten “Dodge City’ and “Dark Victory , 





the top grossers of last season ...... 





JACK L. WARNER 


In Charge of Production 


HAL B. WALLIS 


Executive Producer 


HENRY BLANKE 


Associate Producer 
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Footnote on Burroughs 

According to veteran wood-pulp 
fictioneers, Alva Johnson, in his Sat- 
evepost article on the creator of 
‘Tarzan, Edgar Rice Burroughs, is 
mistaken on pulp rates in the first 
decade of this century. He says 
that in less than a year, after au- 
thor’s first work was published, he 
was a 10c a word writer and made 
$20,000 a year before any book is- 
sue of his novels. The fact is that 
1912-1918 Munsey’s rates for All 
Story and Argosy, both pulps, was at 
an average of lc, sometimes climb- 
ing to 2c, no further. Bob Davis 
would have swooned at the thought 
of paying anyone 10c a word for ma- 
tericl, It never had been done, 
never was done until many years 
afterward, and then the pioneer was 
Adventure, in pulps, paying Talbot 
Mundy that for India soldier yarns. 

Johnson speaks of acceptance of 
Burroughs’ books by A. C. McClurg 
firm of Chicago. Oddly, Burroughs 
is known to have bought into this 
firm, a small one at the time, be- 
fore he could persuade it to put out 
‘Tarzan. He wrote all about self- 
publishing, cosis of printing, adver- 
tising and production for authors 
who might be interested, in a writ- 
ters’ trade journal, but doesn’t ap- 
pear to have told Johnson. Much 
of Burroughs’ bankroll, as from 
books, comes from drawing not only 
royalties, but profits from the book 
publishing firm itself. 

Of course since ‘Tarzan’ has been 
world-famed, first serial rights to 
Burroughs’ novels have sold at fab- 
ulous sums. But before he had his 
hero in book form he was receiving 
the usual rates, just as did the other 


ing. Judges were Hubert Kelley, 
editor of Country Home Magazine; 
Gertrude B. Lane, editor of Woman's 
Home Companion; Sumner Blossom, 
editor of American Magazine; Wil- 
liam L. Chenery, editor of Collier’s, 
and Edward Anthony, of the Crowell- 
Collier Publishins Co, Competition 
drew 4,600 entries. 

Fox began his newspaper career 
on the Austin (Tex.) Daily Dispatch. 
Bought the Meteor two years ago and 
is the paper’s publisher and editor. 





‘Mad Dog’ as Book 

Story, ‘Mad Dog of Europe,’ which 
has been on the verge of screen pro- 
duction a number of times, but 
nixed on each occasion by the Hays 
office, will make its first public ap- 
pearance in prose form. Rights to 
the Hitler story were acquired by a 
group newly-formed under the name 
of Epic Publishers. Book, of regu- 
lation size, goes on the presses 
shortly. 

Principals in Epic Publishers are 
withholding their identities for the 
time being, awaiting reaction to the 
book. 





More Inside on Europe 


Members of the Overseas Press 
Club of America, recently formed 
organization of present and former 
American foreign correspondents, 
contribbing pieces for a book to be 
published by Prentice-Hall under 
the title of ‘The Inside Story.’ Each 
of the contribs will give the inside 
of an important happening. 

Robert Spiers Benjamin will edit 
the volume, and among the contrib- 
bers will be Wythe Williams, Bob 





a 





Potter Joins Mpls. Times-Trib | 
Merle Potter, veteran film and | 
drama critic who was not taken over | 
by the Minneapolis Star when it ac- | 
quired the Journal a week ago, will | 
be amusement editor for the Mpls. | atl 
Times-Tribune, the new evening edi- | and those opposed to this Bill as an 
tion now being issued by the Morn- | argument against its passage. Our 
ing Tribune. Board of Directors has been on rec- 
Potter will also be in charge of | ord all along as opposed to this Bill 
| the film section for the Sunday | and so have I but I merely bring 
Tribune. | this out to show that the distributors 
| have used the Code for two things, 
NEW PERIODICAL | to soft pedal the Department of Jus- 
All Sports Magazine, 10c fiction | tice and to stop the Neely Bill's pas- 
bi-monthly, begins publication with Sase. 
an October issue under the aegis of| Check back to the date the big 
Winford Publications. Edited by the | suit was filed in New York against 
Winford general staff. To contain | the Distributors and affiliatec thea- 





Continued 








Exhibs’ Pros and Cons 


new fiction only. 





LITERARY OBITUARIES 


Chambersburg (Pa.) Daily Public 
Opinion for the past 27 years, died 
Aug. 17 of pneumonia. Began his 
newspaper career on the Public 
Opinion in 1905. 

Emil Baensch, 82, for many years 
editor and publisher of the Manito- 
woc (Wis.) Post, and a former prez 
of the Wisconsin Press Ass’n, died 
Aug. 17. Had many other interests, 


ine. Widow and doughter survive. 

Henry Roethe, 72, editor of the 
weekly Fennimore (Wis.) Times, 
drowned Aug. 16 in Lake Monona, 
near Madison, Wis. He is survived 
by wife and son. 

James Martin Miller, 80, news- 
paperman and historian, died Aug. 
18 in Los Angeles. He was a cor- 
respondent in the Spanish-American 
war and worked on papers in Chi- 
cago and Newark. Among his books 
were ‘China, Ancient and Modern,’ 
‘History of the Japanese-Rvussian 
War’ and ‘Triumphant Life of Theo- 


Ross K. Gilbert, 58, editor of the | 


including the law, politics and bank- | 


tres, and you will find the Code be- 
ing launched. Then check back to 
th. date the Neely Bill was to come 
up before the Senate Committee and 
you will find an announcement by 
the distributor’s committee that the 
Code was now ready for the exhibi- 
tors. 

At the same time an urgent appeal 
was sent to our Association to do all 
w: could to oppose the Neely Bill. 
I bring all this up to show that in 
my personal opinion the distributors 
n ver acted in good faith; first, be- 
cause they knew that the Depart- 
|ment of Justice would have nothing 
to do with the Code, secondly, that 


from page 4 

















= the 1939-40 season even more un- 
certain and difficult than ever, 
Morton G. Thalhimer, 
President, M.P.T.O., of 
Virginia, Ine, 
Still Rooting for a Code 
Kansas City, Mo., Aug. 20. 
Editor, Variety: 

Believe I express the opinion of all 
our members in saying that I am 
surprised and disappointed at the 
attitude of the Department of Justice 
as to prosecuting the distributors on 
the adoption of the final draft of the 
Fair Trades Practice code. I still 
believe there is nothing to prohibit 
the distributors putting into effect 
the Fair Trade Practice code. 

While in my opinion the code f-lls 
far short of being the answer to the 
industry’s ills, still it offers some re- 
lief to the independent exhibitor who 
if not given immediate relief from 
the oppression, restrictions, and dis- 
crimination exercised against him by 
the distributors and circuits with 
mass buying power, soon will dis- 
appear from the picture. 

Adoption of the code will not 








N. Y. Indies 


Favor Code 





offers. 


Independent Theatre Owners Ass’n of New York last Friday (18) 
advised the distributors to go ahead with the preparation of a code of 
fair trade practice and allow exhibitors to take advantage of what it 
In a statement issued by president Harry Brandt, ass't U. S. 
Attorney-General Thurman Arnold was charged with being ill-advised 


A ; ’ on the code and the needs of indie exhibitors. 

1s. pleased to get checks | Davis, Hendrik Willem van Loon,/dore Roosevelt.’ He also served as , ; Pye ran A LD IC 
ge 4 ber $700 an = publi- | Irene Kuhn, Cornelius Vanderbilt, | counsel general to New Zeeland and ' If 7 = is not Rta p4 = os theatre ow ners can 
cation of book-length yarns, Jr., and George Sylvester Viereck.| later France. Burial in Newport, place the blame on shoulders of Abram F. Myers of National Allied, 





Growth of Comic Strip Mags 

Comic strip mags are assuming 
such a rapidly increasing impor- 
tance in the publishing biz that 
hardly a mag publisher of any con- 
sequence is now without one or 
more of this type of periodical. 
Growth and popularity of the comic 
strip mags are forcing many other 
type mags to lesser positions on the 
newsstands. 

Latest of the publishers to go in 
for the comic strip mags are Blue 
Ribbon Magazines and Lex Publica- 
tions. Blue Ribbon, headed by Louis 
Silberkleit, which under’ various 
brand names issues perhaps the big- 
gest strings of pulps in the country, 





Overseas Press Club meets at a 
weekly luncheon in N. Y. 





Dallas News’ Shakeup 


| R. I. 


William Thomas Hildrun Howe, 65, 
prez of the American Book Co., 
publishers, died Aug. 19, in N. Y. 





Sweeping changes in high places of | 
the Dallas News, announced last} 
week, will result in John E. King, | 


Walter Taylor Field, 78, book edi- 
tor and author, died Aug. 18 in his 
home in Hinsdale, Ill. With the 


; : ublishing house of 
managing editor, being sent to Wash- | inate Page dso ak tea cine eam. 
ington as correspondent, succeeding | 7. & ae isha lag nk 


Mark. Goodwin, retired. King will be | tribbed articles and poetry to mags. 





who has campaigned most actively 

than logical exhibitor relief. 
‘Divorcement of theatres is not 

pendent theatre owners. What is 


for Government intervention rather 


important to the welfare of inde- 
more important is that the trouble 


that would be solved through arbitration provision of the code would 
mean a great deal to the success of indie theatre operation. 
‘The Government suit will take at least two years to prosecute and 


there is doubt as to whether it will be carried to a successful conclu- 


sion. 


The code, on the other hand, means immediate relief to indie 


exhibitors who need that relief urgently.’ 


succeeded by Harry Withers, asso- | 
ciate managing editor of the News| 
and formerly managing editor of the 
Dallas Journal before that paper was 


merged with the Dispatch. 


| 
Joe Murray, former assistant city | 
of | 


editor of the Journal and now 
Dispatch-Journal, is being brought to 





Was a former treasurer of the So-| 


ciety of Midland Authors. Widow 


| and a son survive. 





CHATTER 


Fourth printing for Vicki Baum’s | 


‘Shanghai, °37.’ 
Charles Hine sold four mag tales 


| in a single week. 








the Distributors used the Code to 
oppose the .Jeely bill. 

Any Exhibitor with a grain of 
common sense knows that the Code 
| was never intended to help him be- 
| cause the distributors wanted to help 
| him, but was only to help the dis- 


deter the government from prosecut- 
ing all violations of the anti-trust 
laws, and will offer some measure of 
relief to the independent who sorely 
needs relief mow. Many of the ex- 
hibitors in this territory have bought 
1939-40 product on the basis of 20% 


: News city desk to assist in handling + ops tts tributors, Naturally this leads to | cancellation privilege. If the dis- 
has organized a new affiliate, M.L.J. copy. imate mis Sine} complete loss of confidence between | tributors are sincere in their ap- 
Magazines, for its comic strip mag Theodore S Amussen of Farrar & | the exhibitors towards the distribu- | parent efforts to remove the evils 
project. Silberkleit and his associ- ee apy — 




















; Cerf Gets Camera Annual Rinehart. a benedict soon. |tors. It would have been far better | from the industry, they will make 
pool pg ng Pass So oaks wader As result of an agreement between| Helen Lincoln has joined the if the Code had never been started pin ee eioctive 
aoe, or ane ore = each y U. S. Camera and Random House, | Pocket Books editorial staff. than to have gone this far and then | na ee ~ Ai ry oe pert- 
least one will feature a dog, ‘Rang-| its Camera Annual is henceforth} Harold Fawn back from France. drop it. | CHE OF CUSICS TRIENE WO approve 


a-Tang,’ based on the exploits of the 
late Rin-Tin-Tin. 

Lex will call its comic strips Speed 
Comics and is readying three of the | 


to appear under the imprint of the | Goes to his Virginia place the end of | 
| the month. 


Bennett Cerf publishing company. 
Edition for 1940 to appear as a Ran- 
dom House publication on Nov. 15, 
with Edward 


Hugh Bradley, the former sports 
scrivener, collecting data for a book 


The rank and file of the exhibitors 
have held their many grievances in 
| check thinking that the Code would 
|be operative soon and that this 
| would settle most of their troubies, 


| the code; otherwise, the 
| block booking, blind selling bill 
| when next presented to Congress 
will find all independent exhibitors 
one hundred percent on the propo- 


Neely anti- 


wee ic ai >». | on Saratoga. 
eriodicals as a starter. Steichen again re-| : ‘ onestlv re ‘tw if j ants si inste< ike rite 
- elabnatee Pltton strip mags used | SPonsible for the choice of the entire| 0. D. Keep, publisher of Cue! and I honestly believe ‘t would, if it | nents ee ae. Lene Che Wile, 
Ay pete OAS : “ el eontent. As customary. there will| Magazine, has taken Nelle Rulon! had been given a fair chance and if | Who appeared before the Senate 
only reprints of the week-end news- j “U***s#i& «#85 SusvOrmary, tner , , tas Te had released it for | committee to oppose it at the last 
paper comics. But with so many of | be only one printing of 25,000 copies. | Hoagland as his bride. the disiributors haa reéieasea it for , . Weis: 
Oe “ c | 


the periodicals that source is now 


T. J. Maloney, editor of U. S. 





Paul Gallico completing a novel 


acceptance by the exhibitors and 


session owing to its unworkable pro- 


inadequate to supply the demand|Camera Annual, readying a number | about a newspaper’ copy-reader had lived up to it themselves. There “: 2 and gros ee 
and much original material is util- | Of books on photography, which also | turned Eurovean adventurer. were numerous complaints of ex- -_ ace of oe — heameea aie 
ron will appear under the Random House| G. E. R. Gedye begins his duties | hibitors in the Atlanta area that the | overhead and ae nors ” — 9 
Comic strip mags sell for 10c.| imprint. | as Soviet correspondent for the N. Y.| distributors were selling their 1939- rental . Gomants, unfair ei ie 
Some time ago Dell Magazines, Times the end of the month. 40 product without regard to the | 4nd price fixing 1, as an independent, 


which early entered the comic strip 
field, got out a couple of five-centers. 
Failed to cut into the 10-centers, 





Technical Advisor to the Press 


Newspaper men covering the act- 
ors vs. stagehands story in Atlantic 





Ben Huebsch, of Viking Press, 





they call it ‘Grapes of Wroth.’ 


writes from London that over there | 


Code’s provisions as to forcing short 
subjects, and they also raised the 
| price of the features to off-set the 


am fearful of our existence in this 
business. I am extremely hopeful 
that the Department of Justice will 


- : ‘ ‘ ; : . Webb Miller, general manager of| 20% cancellation privilege allowed | COMtinue their prosecutions of all ex- 
; with most of them still at a dime. nt Mtge Bas p Bo Reged — | United Press in Europe, back to his |by the Code. Thin condition itself | isting monopolies and violations of 
sapien 2 Mags’ Regular Sked group who understood all the — —— post on the Yankee Clipper.| can only lead one to believe that | the anti-trust laws and again make 
With both Sensation Magazine and | plexities of the show biz union set- | Members of the Thomas Mann | they never intended to live up to the | t Possible for the independent to 

Carnival Magazine clicking in their | up. One trade paper reporter offered family, widely-separated, plan aj|Code and the exhibitors in numer- | €*!st 


test periods, Hillman-Curl Periodi- 
cals is preparing the two for regular 
publication. Corporations have been 
formed for each of the mags, in line 
with the Hillman-Curl policy of in- 


| nical advisor to the men from the 
| dailies, who were frankly flounder- 
| ing way over their heads. 


ton, N. J. 

| Rex Ingram, old-time picture di- 
| rector, will have a novel, ‘Mars in 
| the House of Death,’ published by 


5 | family reuni i all in Pri ot 
to work on an hourly basis as tech- | &e on in the fall in Prince 


| Ous cases will be left with a big in- 
| crease in film rentals on new prod- 
uct and no cancellation. 


Summing this all up I can only 


itl Nobody accepted his offer, but | puget ; see trouble and numerous law suits 
dividual operation for each of its| they kept on making him explain| a eee? ahead and I don't believe that the 


publishing properties. 

Lionel White, who inaugurated the 
mag publishing division of Hillman- 
Curl, is supervisory editor for both 
Sensation and Carnival. Also edits 
a number of other periodicals for 
the firm. 





Best Country Editor Picked 
H. B. Fox, 28-year-old editor of the 
Madisonville (Tex.) Meteor, has 


been judged the best country news- | 


all the alphabetical connotations, 





Guild Cracks L. A. 

First American Newspaper Guild 
shop contract on a major Los An- 
geles paper was signed with the 
Evening News and Daily News, 
Manchester Boddy dailies.’ Pact, 
which covers nearly 300 employes, 
gives the Guild full industrial juris- 
| diction, including outside circula- 
tion men, 





| John Young Kohl, Sunday editor 


of the Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, | 


|and long identified with Little The- 
atre interests locally, is the author of 
| ‘It’s A Crime,’ which had its initial 
| presentation in Hollywood last week. 
| New three-way pact between 
Frances Parkinson Keyes and her 
| American publisher, Julian Messner. 
|and British publishers, Eyre & Spoit- 
_iswoode, calls for three novels and 
|one book of non-fiction in the next 


distributors will ever again get the 
exhibitors to set in on any other 
plan, and if the exhibitors have 
grievances then they will take them 
to the Courts. 
Milton C. Moore, 
President, Southeastern 
Theatre Owners Association. 





Need for a Code 
Richmond, Va., Aug. 19. 


Frank H. Cassil. Pres., 
Kan-Mo. Theatre Assn. 


Dizzy Dean hh and Out 
Of Suits in St. Lous 


St. Louis, Aug. 22. 

Dizzy Dean, twirler with theeChi- 
caso Cubs, last week settled a suit 
for $6,989 brought by William QO. 
DeWitt, v.p. and general manager of 
the Browns for commissions on 
earnings Dean made between May 
29, 1933, and Dec. 31, 1935, when De- 
Witt was his percenter. The suit 
was settled for $1,125 and imme- 





diately afterwards Dean was again 
made a defendant in a $6,000 action 


paper writer of 1939 in the Country | Contract also ups pay, with raises five years. 


Editor, VARIETY: 
Home Magazine annual competition |in all editorial departments, includ-| Mark Saxton, of the Farrar & Rine- 


th 

{ 
1 
7] 





to determine the leading rural jour- 
nalists. Contest is divided into 
three classes, editorial writers, news 
writing and country correspondence. 
Fox, who won the editorial award 
and grand prize, gets $500 and a free 
trip to N. Y. 

Winners in the other two fields. 


|ing department heads, 





Young Brisbane Turns Pub 
Seward Brisbane, son of the late 
Arthur Brisbane, is entering the 
| publishing biz with Jerry Finkelstein 


| in publication of a civil service | 


, eekly. Paper, tab size, called the 








I feel that regardless of any action 
or attitude of the Department of | 
| Justice, there is a need foi a Trade | 
| Practice Code. 

Saxton’s| It seems to me that although not 
parent, Eugene F. Saxton, is the| everything would be desired the 
Harper’s editor. _ |adoption of this code would have 
| Richard Duffy, former foreign ed- been a big step in the right direc- 
itor for Literary Digest, is translat- tion, and would have greatly im- 


hart editorial department, has written 
| his first novel, and his own firm will 
|publish, book to carry the title of 
‘Danger Road.’ Young 


who receive $250 each, are Carl | Civil Service Leader, will make its ing the latest book of the ex-French proved the existing conditions and 


Drumm, of the Kenton (Ohio) News. 


| first appearance Sept. 12, 


| premiere Edouard Herriot. Will be fostered better relations between 


filed by Harry I. Silverman, a dress 
shop proprietor of University City, 
a suburb, who charges that Dean 
wantonly assaulted him on June 29 
last. 

Dean, here with the Cubs, said he 
knew nothing of the latter charge. 
In the DeWitt suit the former star 
hurler for the Cardinals is said to 
have collected more than 50G’s from 


: : : we : stag p.a.’s in picture theatres, radio ap- 

for country correspondence, and | Young Brisbane to edit, with ‘Ai. published under title of ‘The Well- | exhibitors and distributors. bw tllionde 4 and for allowing use Of 

Harold Severson, of the Beeville ' Eliot Kaplan to serve as a contrib- springs of Liberty’ late in Septem-| Its abandonment will, I think, con- his name for various articles of 
bing editor. | ber by Funk & Wagnalls. ” 


(Tex.) Bee-Picayune, for news writ- | 


ifuse the situation and make selling 


merchandise. 
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“STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE’ 
_ HELD OVER IN EVERY PRE- 
RELEASE WEEK ENGAGE- 

_ MENT:..AND HITTING THE 

SAME ‘ALEXANDER’S’ AND 

“JESSE JAMES’ PACE IN NEW 

_ SHOWINGS EVERYWHERE! 


* 3rd week in 
Boston and New York 
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Crescent Suit Papers Show That 
US. Can Allege ‘Monopoly’ Even If 


There's But One House in a Town 


Further examination of the Gov- | 


ernment’s latest action against the 


majors and the Crescent chain of | 
Nashville, filed Aug. 1 in that city, | 


reveals that the U. S. charges mo- 
nopoly in a great many cities or 
towns containing only one theatre. 
Crescent, which includes nine de- 
fendants, is now engaged, according 
to the complaint, in operating thea- 
tres in Brownsville, Clarksville, 
Cleveland, Columbia, Dyersburg, 
Greenville, Lebanon, Maryville, 
Morristown, Murfreeboro, 
Springfield, Union 
ville, Nashville, all in Tennessee, for 
the Crescent Amus. Co., Inc., as well 
as Bowling Green, Earlington, Hop- 
kinsville, in Kentucky; and Ala- 
bama City, Decatur and Gadsden, in 
Alabama. 
Lyric Amus, Co., Inc., operates in 
one town, Huntsville, Ala., and the 
New Strand Co., also operates in one 
town, Kingsport, Tenn. 
Cumberland Amus. operates in 

Tallahoma, Dayton, Rogersville, | 
Crossville, Winchester, McMinnville, 


Parris, 


City, Madison- 


Sparta, South Pittsburg, Pulaski, | 
Fayettesville and Franklin, in 
Tennessee. 


Strand Enterprises Corp. operate 
in Ridgely, Ripley, Trenton, Tipton- 
ville, and Philadelphia, Tennessee; 
Parkins, Marked Tree, Earl, Le 
Panto in Arkansas: Kosunsko, Lex- 
ington, Louisville, Morehead, Itla 
Bema, and Durant in Mississippi and 
Clinton, in Kentucky. 

Rockwood Amusements, Inc., op- 
erate in Rockwood, Tracy City, Coal 
Creek, Manchester, Huntingdon, in 
Tennessee; and in Guthrie, Ken- 
tucky. 

Cherokee Amus. Co., Inc., operates | 
in Erwin, Sweetwater, wenoir City, 
La Folliette and Oneida, in Tennessee, | 

Muscle Shoals Theatres, Inc., op- 
erate in Athens, Florence, 1:iscum- 
bia, and Sheffield, in Alabama. 

Kentucky Amusements, Inc., op- 
e_ates only in Elizabethtown, Ky. 

Individual defendants include An- 
thony Sudekum, R. E. Baulch, Ker- 
mit C. Stengel, and Louis Rosen- 
baum. The major film defendants 
are Paramount, Loew’s, RKO, War- 
ner Bros., Vitagraph, Inc., 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, Universal, United Artists 
and Columbia. 

Other Charges 

The Government complaint asserts 
that the defendant exhibitors during 
the past five years have released 
90°% of the first-class features shown 


in these cities and .oOWns, and 1{95‘¢ 
of all features. 
In order to successfully operate 


either a first run, second or subse- 
quent run house in these cities suc- 
cessfully, it is necessary for an ex- 
hibitor to show a substantial num- 
ber of pictures released by at least 
three of the major distributors. 

The defendant exhibitors, it is 
charged, have been abie to take over 
the operation of all theatres, and 
keep other theatres which they do 
not desire to remain cpen closed, as 
result of their control over the 
licensing of th majors films. 

They have violated anti-trust laws, 
and refrained from compting with 
each other. In order to maintain 
their monopoly, they have purchased 
in advance of production and re- 
lease, all of the films, made by the 
major companies. As a result they 
have obtained exclusive distribution 
and clearance rights. All competi- 
tion has been eliminated with inde- 
pendent exhibitors forced to sell 
their theatre: through threats of 


b ilding in op dosition, or, refusal to | 


give product. 

In addition, the defendant exhibi- 
tors have lowered their prices, 
given away large cash prizes, and 
operated theatres at a loss to force 
out competition. 

The relief sought by the U. S. is 
that the acts described be declared 
illegal, that an injunction be issued 
preventing the acquisition by the 
defendants of any more pictures ex- 
cept on a competitive basis, that the 
defendant exhibitors be dissolved, 
and the properties be rearranged 
under separate independent corpo- 
rations, with officers and directors 
disposing of stock holdings, that the 
court appoint a receiver or a trustee 
for these properties, and that for the 
duration of the action, the defend- 
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N. Y. Allied 


Continued from page 4 


exist between the two bodies so long 


| operation and confidence cannot 
| as Messrs. Cohen and Kosch (Harry 


| Hwood Fetes Gus Edwards on 
O0th Birthday with Quip and Song 


SS 


His 





|G. Kosch, its legal counsel) control 
the policies of the New York group.’ 
Following notice of the expulsion, 


MG’s Opera Recruits 








Cohen called a conference of the 
oe trade press - New York yi ten Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
e e ° ¢ Tr ota ao é - 
ants be enjoined from adding any @fternoon (18), devoting an hour 


. E ‘ Herbert Stothart rounded up three 
and a-half in an effort to justify the Metropolitan Opera singers, Sigurd 
toritanae | position of N. Y. Allied and its of-| Nijccon Irra Petina and David 
Says Griffith | ficers. In rendering his version of z 4 


additional theatre holdings. 


the difficulties with the national or- 

x a | 

Oklshoma City, Aug. 22. ganization, he pointed out that the 
Y. body never was officially a 
member, 2s indicated by the parent 
association. 

Cohen denied existence of the 
grounds on which his group was 
expelled and took issue with na- 
tional Allied in connection with the 
action on the code at Minneapolis 
in June. The N. Y. president stated 
that the code was voted upon for re- 
jection on Wednesday morning (June 
13) before sessions had been held in 

‘When the very existence of these emg en in egret ne 
exhibitors is at stake,’ the Griffith, °P€® forum and distributors Aa 
memorandum stated, ‘they should been heard, together with others, 


: $ . Allied States has denied that the di- 
know with some reasonable certainty : 
on “| rectors rejected the code before the 


uae with which they | forum discussions had been held. 

Some 290 theatres are involved in | 
three States as Griffith circuit prop- 
erties. The government is seeking 
injunctions which would force each 
Griffith theatre to operate as a sepa- 
rate entity in buying pictures from 
the distributor-defendants named in 
the suit. 

‘These exhibitors are small corpo- 
rations,’ the memo further stated, 
‘owning and operating small theatres 
in small country towns. By efficiency 
and industry, three brothers (H. J. 
Griffith, L. C. Griffith and R. E. Grif- 
fith, also named defendants) and 
their associates have shown some de-! 
gree of success in these enterprises. 

‘Now along come those in high po; 
sitions in our government and charge, 
in the most general and obscure lan- 
guage possible, and ask the court to 
enjoin further business transactions,’ 
and to decree dissolution of the cor- 
porations., 


| ‘If the injunction sought by the’ 

Government is granted, it will wreck | 
our business,” a memorandum filed | 
by defendant Griffith circuits in the | 
Federal court anti-trust suit here last | 
week, declared. The memorandum is 
the last of those filed by defendants | 
as requested by Federal Judge Edgar 
Vaught, who ordered both sides to 
file notes on motions before his court 
to require the Government furnish 
further particulars as well as amyii- 
fy and detail charges. 
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fied in his own’ mind that his vehicle 
is up to standard. 

Huntington Park, Inglewood and 
| Long Beach are popular sneak cities 
with the manufacturers of B fea- 
tures. 

Located in the heart of a rich 
citrus-growing belt, Pomona also 
boasts of its industrial plants, which 
makes it stand out in contrast to 
neighboring Riverside and Redlands, 
strictly agricultural, and to nearby 
San Berdoo, entirely manufacturing. 
It is also the home of Pomona Col- 
lese as well as drawing on student 
body of fashionable Claremont col- 
lege a few miles away. 

The four Griffith companies are| , While majority of Pomona resi- 
Griffith Amusement Co., Consolidat- | 2¢nts are churchgoers, they are also 
ed Theatres, Inc., R. E. Griffith Thea- | liberal in their views. ; 
tres, Inc., and the Wextex Theatres, Average comment card following 
Ine. a Pomona sneak carries an intelli- 

Previously United Artists, Colum- | 8¢™t and constructive ‘review’ of the 
bia Pictures and Universal had filed | Picture, with writer expressing defi- 
\their memos, as had other defendants. | Mite opinion as to worth of offering, 


REPUBLIC-BUTTERFIELD; | pealed to him or her, as well as cit- 
OTHER PRODUCT DEALS 








ing sections considered below par. 


cast members. 





Far different, though, are cards 
‘ . , received following previews in 
ae . = ral r, fk 2public, se ; ss ‘ 
PP a! ee eee a Huntington Park, Inglewood and 
the : satres 
; . - ; Long Beach. These usually bear 


the Butterfield Circuit of Michigan. 


Sam Seplowin, Rep branch manager | °"* of two w ords— god’ or ‘lousy. 
in Detroit, sat in with Grainger on| Type of picture usually deter- 
this deal, and E. C. Beatty. president |Mines number of sneaks to be ac- 
of Butterfield, and J. O. Brooks, chief |corded it, with: comedies rating 


greatest number. It is not unusual 
prices. for a laugh film to get from four to 
Republic also negotiating with | Six out-of-town BS 
Schine Bros., Jack Bellman, eastern |is submitted to press critics 
district-manager from N. Y., accom- |C°St dramas are given one or 
|panying Grainger on this sales deal. | Preliminary screenings, 
Today (Wed.) latter is due in Chi- | 
cago to dicker with Balaban & Katz;| Metro producer 
in Los Angeles Aug. 28, and in San for example, 
Francisco Sept. 1. From the latter | fhe Women’ 
point. he makes stops in Omaha and | nights ago, 
Minneapolis, returning to the Rep | ment cards that came back, and or- 
h.o. Sept. 11. Grainger flies most of dered the negative to the lab with- 
_the time. out changes for processing of re- 


'film buyer, worked out details and 


Pomona’s Deciding Vote 


toted his expensive 
to Pomona 


Interstate-RKO 


lease prints. On other hand, the 

A deal of major importance, with same _ studio’s producer Mervyn 

the Interstate circuit of Texas, a|LeRoy gave ‘Wizard of Oz’ three 
Paramount partnership, is in work: sneak runs, using Santa Barbara 
with RKO Radio Pictures. R. J. first, Long Beach second and Po- 
O’Donnel is in New York represent- | mona last. When latter applauded, 


ing Interstate in the negotiations. 
Jules Levy, RKO general sales man- | approve his $3,000,000 effort. 

ager, and Sol M. Sachs, district man- When producers decide to get pub- 
ager for the southwest out of Dallas. lic reaction to films in rough-cut 
are handling the deal in behalf of form and often carrying background 
RKO. Sachs came up from Dallas| music from library instead of orig- 
| for that purpose. inal score that will be dubbed later, 
| Universal Pictures’ circuit deals on | they take their reels up the north- 
new season product have been 70% | coast to Santa Barbara, Oakland and 
'closed to date, according to William | Berkeley. This is usually because 
A. Scully, general sales manager.| they need audience guidance before 
Six booking contracts were signed they make final deletions or order 
| within the past two weeks, including | added scenes, and the further away | 


he was satisfied rest of world would 


| Warner Bros. Circuit, RKO Theatres,|from Los Angeles and Hollywood | Spooks,’ at Columbia. 


|Comerford, Maine & New Hamp- they can go, the less peril there is | 
ishire, Melco, Memphis, and Butter-|of unfavorable comment 
| field chains. | back into the section where features | 


|must later pile up sizeable grosses | 
‘ ito i ss ibs ov 
MG’s 3rd Cartoonery {0 'mPress exhibs over the rest of 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 





| the country. 
Sneak previews of pictures are | 


his destination next time he’s satis- | 


Comments also call attention to good | 
and bad individual performances by | 


showings before it! 
Heavy- | 
two | 


Hunt Stromberg, | 


a few! 
scanned the 566 com-| 


| Laughlin, for Metro's 
| which requires about three more 
| weeks of shooting. 

Picture co-stars Nelson Eddy and 
Ilona Massey. 


ASST. MANAGER, ONE 





St. Paul, Aug. 22. 
full confessions, 





Following 


23, were jailed here, awaiting 
charges of grand larceny. The pair 
admitted robbing the World safe of 
$300 on Aug. 1, according to Charles 
|J. Tierney, assistant chief of police, 


of the World, went to the safe while 


‘Balalaika,’ | 


OF CONFESSED THIEVES 





Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Hollywood gang, mostly trans. 
planted from Broadway, went sen- 
| timental Thursday night (17) ana 
helped Gus Edwards celebrate his 
60th year in this vale of tears. They 
| sang his songs, lauded his useful life, 
bandied quips and munched on his 
birthday cake, of such huge pronor- 
tions that it had to be wheeled in. 
That was the Hollywood touch. 

Edwards, not in the best of health, 
passed up the speechmaking but 
showed the gang he was still chip- 
per by dancing across the speaker's 
stand and wiggling his thumb in the 
approved alligator fashion. Raillery 
was the evening's keynote after due 
tribute had been paid to Edwards and 
his contribution to show business. 





Ran- | 
dall Lutes, 22, and Kenneth LaCroix, |! 


, of California. 


Eddie Cantor presided and in keep- 
ing with the Edwards slogan, ‘when 
you're on make it short,’ called on 
Gov. Culbert Olson for an expres- 
sion from the great commonwealth 
Cantor quipped that 
he liked the guv better as Olsen and 


| Lutes, who was assistant manager | Johnson. 
| 


| the last show was on, according to 
j}the confession, took the money, 


| passed it to LaCroix, who pocketed 


‘ithe swag and went inside to watch 


the show. 
The pair fled to South Dakota via 
| freight trains, bought a car for $30, 





| 


| with, 


Jack Benny was in high form and 
had the diners roaring. He led off 
‘’'m the only one here who 
wasn't discovered by Edwards. Not 
by Rudy Vallee, nor Major Bowes, 


| and that Soi Lesser was out of the 


| 
| 


| 


' wrecked it, then stole one at Sisse- | 


|ton, S. D., where they were appre- 
hended. La Croix was already on 
probation for a previous auto theft. 


Rout Safe-Crackers 
Dallas, Aug. 22. 
| Safe-crackers were routed from 
the Arcadia, nabe, here last week 
by special officer J. C. Bridges, who 
heard noises in the rear. Probing, 
he found knob knocked off safe, 
hole drilled in door and charge 
ready to be placed therein. Prowl- 
ers escaped but receipts were saved. 
14-Year-Old Suspect 
Atlanta, Aug. 22. 
Discovered in Alpha boxoffice at 
|4 a.m., a 14-year-old boy last week 
was lodged in Juvenile Detention 
Home pending police 
| Youth was discovered by Patrolman 
A. C. Potts, who reported he saw 
| boy tampering with combination 
| dial on theatre's strongbox. 


U. S. Pic on ‘Okies’ 


—_—_——— 





Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
San Joaquin valley ‘Okies,’” 
around whom John Steinbeck 
penned ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ are to be 


subject of one of Uncle 

productions. 
Pare Lorenz, 

ducer-writer, 


Sam's film 
Governmental pro- 
and Lowell Mellet, 
National Emergency Council direc- 
tor, have been gabbing with Stein- 
beck for a week, collecting and in- 
dexing information on subject. 
Oklahoma’s Peeve 
Oklahoma City, Aug. 22. 


| 


question.’ He flipped that inasmuch 
as Edwards started Cantor he should 
find him a job now as the comic 
hadn’t worked for three weeks, 
When Cantor brought on Benny— 


| ‘through the courtesy of Rochester’— 


| from archeology to RKO. 
| he played his violin for 


the Jello-again’er cracked, ‘And 
Deanna Durbin didn’t hurt ‘you any, 
either.’ Benny said that inasmuch 
as this was a night of who found 
who, he might as well admit that he 
was dug up in Waukegan and went 

He said 
weeks in 


front of the Astor, but Edwards 
never came out. ‘Those were the 
days,’ he said, ‘when I was making 


80c., which is equivalent to $40,000 


| now.’ 


A Tout With An Annuity 


Benny ribbed the absent Bing 


Crosby by saying, ‘He’s the only race 


investigation. | 
| was that the 


lof 500 to 


| Cafe 


Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox ex- | 
|ecutive, says he’s going to send a 


company to Oklahoma’s ‘dust bowl’ 
to produce scenes for ‘Grapes of 
| Wrath’ and Oklahoma's’ various 
chamber of commerce organizations 
insist there ‘ain’t no such animal no 
more.’ Zanuck’s announcement was 
greeted with loud boos by chamber 
executives as well as 


newspapers 
throughout the = state 


who have 


| 


‘poured it on’ John Steinbeck’s book | 


from the start. 
Some tall protests are due to reach 
Zanuck’s office in short order. 
TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
‘The Bigger They Are’ is new tag 
;on ‘Front Page’ at Columbia. 
‘Espionage Agent’ is latest handle 
/on Warners ‘Career Man.’ 
| Paramount switched 


from ‘Are 


| 
| 


tout I know of with an annuity.’ 
He added the only safe bet on Crosby 
stork would visit his 
home again. When Cantor kidded 
him about the sparseness of the fo- 
liage on his turret, he shot back, 
‘I've got as much hair as Cantor only 
my head is bigger.’ 

Weber and Fields sat at the speak- 
ers’ table and took a bow after be- 
ing introduced as discoverers of Ed- 
wards. Mervyn LeRoy, an Edwards 
discovery, was among the _ well- 
wishers. Speechmaking was trimmed 
to a minimum. 

Testimonial drew a black tie crowd 
the Ambassador. Victor 
Young led the orchestra in a com- 
munity sing of the more popular old 
Edwards songs, and everyone in the 
room lent voice when the downbeat 
for ‘School Days.’ It brought 
tears to the starmaker’s eyes and he 
choked with emotion. It was a fit- 
ting tribute to a grand oldtimer 
whom forgetful Hollywood hadn't 
forgotten. It was an evening he'll 
long remember. 

P. S. That ‘star-maker’ line is by 
courtesy of Paramount. 


‘GULLIVER’ TRAVELING 
TO A $1,500,600 COST 


The cost already having gone over 
$900,000, Max Fleischer’s cartoon 
feature, ‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ being 
produced in Miami, is expected to 
reach $1,500,000 or thereabouts on 
completion. This is a higher budget 
than originally figured. 

Fleischer expects to have ‘Gul- 
liver’ completed for Xmas release. 
It’s his first full-length. 

Richard Murray, costs executive 


, Husbands Necessary’ to ‘My Love for! in Paramount, left Friday night (18) 


Yours.’ 


‘Spook House’ became ‘Beware, | 


‘Law of the Pampas’ release tag 


seeping 0M ‘Argentine’ at Paramount. | 


‘Oklahoma Frontier’ latest tag for 
Universal’s ‘Oklahoma Kid.’ 
Monogram switched from ‘Murder 


|in the Big House’ to ‘Mutiny in the 
| Big House.’ 


gi | 
Republic’s Roy Rogers. starrer, | 


New cartoon unit is being built up far from hit-or-miss affairs, but are ‘Missouri Raiders,’ becomes ‘Arizona 


at Metro around William Hanna, di- | looked upon by studio toppers as a_ Kid.’ 
_rector, and Joe Barbera, cartoonist. | vital component in the final result. | , 


New animated briefie setup makes | Situations in which they are to be| 


three on the Culver City lot. Others! staged are given careful considera- | 
are headed by Rudolf Ising and Hugh 'tion by plant biggies, who are al-| 
Harman, formerly partnered. 


| ners’ 
;ways on hand for the screenings.! Kids in Military School.’ 


Warners” retagged remake of 
0,000 Years in Sing Sing’ as ‘City | 
of Lost Men.’ 

‘Dress Parade’ new title on War- | 
feature filmed as ‘Dead End 


|for Miami 


to confer with Fleischer 
on ‘Gulliver,’ which Par releases as 
it does all of Fleischer’s product. 


Setting ‘Pinocchio’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 21. 

Walt Disney has cleared the way 
for forthcoming releases of Lis sec- 
ond feature cartoon, ‘Pinocchio.’ 
Producer has -dered withdrawal of 
‘Snow White’ from release in Eng- 
land and two months later on the 
continent. 

‘Pinocchio’ is scheduled for special 
showings in the U. S, next Decem- 
er, 
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aA Brooklyn, N. ¥.—“‘BEAU GESTE” scores 
be \ ' gmash at Fox Brooklyn establishing record gross for 
opening day, exceeded only by New Year's and Christ- 


mas opening and a Mae West personal appearance. 


Newark, N. J.— Despite rain and heat wave 
“BEAU GESTE” turns in biggest opening day 


business since January 1937. 











C’EST BEAU! C'EST BEAU! Gand: 
(French for IT’S PARAMOUNT’S YEAR!) en eyes. 
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| of Justice Department's anti-trust 

division, on ground that it would not 
| remedy film biz conditions alleged to 
| be in violation of the Sherman anti- 


that he was not interested in fights 
between writers, but was anxious to 
get some work done. The studio, he 















































































































































said, was six months behind sched- : : : 
ule and had to have product. ‘All I Rev. te Carn-Revlewes te Venn Key te Type Abbreviations RK. T.—Running Time | trust law. 
wandad® he declared. ‘was $0 eet the M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Westera; D—Drama; Mu—Musical In rejecting the code, su bmitted 
seribes to turn out screen plays.’ WEEK Re . ——— oa eo Sr — | by majors who are defendants in the 
e » > 
ie @ Makkt b alees ae po | . ‘ini = asiiiiols pa tae i suit, Arnold bore down 
production at RKO during 1936, said | RELEASE | war. | _ TYPE ae, es R. T. l as vy poe contention that produc. 
he told a meeting of writers that he —-— he | : : ; = ee a: ell 085 istributors must not own 
haa no objections to any Guild as § 9 39 ARIZONA COWBOY wi! Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith ee fewer: hg Pom og that any code 
long as the members didn’t try to | 5/31 | 6,000 ENEMIES D | M-G | W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson aa se ; ne _jtlegal which failed to 
run the studio. | | 719 | SHOULD A GIRL MARRY? M | Mono A. Nagle-W. Hull é1 | Split exhibitors from producers and 
James Kevin McGuinness, who | | 67. | UNDERCOVER DOCTOR M | Rep | L, Nolan-J, C, Naish-J, Logan 3g «| Cistedbutors. 
a ek n . rt : nd ee | | 7 12 | MOUNTAIN RHYTHM Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 5; | ‘Code assumes that the present 
calle imself a ‘doctor of sick plays | | 6/7 | YOUNG MR. LINCOLN D 20th H. Fonda-A,. Brady-M. Weaver 101 ganization of motior 1 athe whe 
and scripts,’ told of withdrawing | 67 | SUN NEVER SETS D U | D.Fairbanks, Jr.-B. Rathbone lt os tk? A » picture indus. 
from SWG and lining up member- | 4 26 | JUAREZ D WB P. Muni-B. Davis-B. Ahern 125 ter = recalls ene said in his let- 
ship in Screen Playwrights. Asked 6716 39_ | 531 | TARZAN FINDS A SON “wr | “pacq~ | J. Welssmulier-M. O'Sullivan | —g,— | ture of ease ete Phase Meet ange 
if his organizing activities took | 5 10 | INVITATION TO HAPPINESS D | Par | I, Dunne-F, MacMurray tee ee and distribution is 
place during working hours, he re- | 712 | IN OLD CALIENTE W | Rep | R. Pogers-M. Hart-G. Hayes | | ees. & mers sempenty | 
plied, ‘I don’t have any working | 67 | GIRL AND GAMBLER D | RKO | F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames | 62 | Goninon position taken by the Gov- 
hours.’ | 67 | CHARLIE CHAN IN RENO M 20th | S. Toler-R. Cortez-P. Brooks 65 ernment in pending litigation against 
Attorneys for both sides had ea _| NANCY DREW. TR'BLE SHOOTER D | WB_ | _B. Granville-F, Thomas, Jr. major companies. It also ignores re- 
# epeeye bene a Pi sal had 7 6 23 39 | 6 21 | CL LOUDS OVER EUROPE D | col L. Olivier-V. Hobson. ——S*(|Xs—v 9 peated statements of pyosecution 
ergumen' over the whereabouts © er MAISIE cD M-G | R. Young-Ann Sothern ~> | policy with respect to industry made 
Darryl Zanuck, called as a witness 75 | GRAND JURY SECRETS M Par | J. Howard-G., Patrick 63 | bY Department. Department 
but not present. Gordon Hall, repre- 3 + a HERITAGE OF DESERT w Par | D. Woods-E. Venable 33 | therefore reaffirms position that di 
senting the producers, explained | | 621 | FIVE CAME BACK M RKO | C. Morris-W. Barrie 33 | vestiture of distributors and “ tu : 
that Zanuck was out of town. Alex- | " | GIRL FROM BROOKLYN cD 20th A, Faye-W. Baxter-Treacher ers from exhibitio ots produc- 
ander E. Wilson, Jr., sent from | | OL | Se ee wd we W. Seervie-’. Brondet.-f. U'Brtien | 90 | obtaine i! ee ee eee 
, son, i A peetecmei ~ etka ei hac : ained. 
Washington io represent NLRB, |6/30/39 | H | PARENTS ON TRIAL D Col | J. Parker-J, Downs “56 | 
aa a ; ag ‘ “es = 6 28 | GOOD GIRLS GO TO PARIS cD Col. J. Blondell-M. Douglas ‘ Adoption of code as submitted, he 
said, ‘I have definite information he | pen | empant : B 90 | , ‘ 
was in his office all yesterday and | S 28 | STRONGER THAN DESIRE cD M-G W. Pidgeon-V. Bruce-I. Chase V7 declared, could ‘only lead to con- 
se § au ye: a) | 75 | BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S BRIDE M Par J. Howard-H. Angel-H.B.Warner me tinued and perhaps additional prose- 
has a 2 o'clock appointment today. 7/13 | WYOMING OUTLAW Ww Rep Three Mesquiteers 58 | cutions’ by Government. 
It wound up with a promise to have 712 | SAINT IN LONDON M RKO G. Sanders-S, Gray 7 | 
the 20th-Fox productio head on the | 726 | STUNT PILOT D | Mono| J. Trent-M. Reynolds 70 Slaps the Majors Badly 
stand later. ats TIMBER STAMPEDE 7 W. Gargan-I. Hervey 65 CS Arnold took back-hand slap at 
= : RKO | G. O’Brien-M. Reynolds | Majors by saying th: thi . 
Publicists Crack Down 4 ee 6 14 | IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU CD | 20th | G. Stuart-S. Erwin-J. Gale 72 | ‘appears’ to be — Por laggy A 
Screen Publicists Guild, by unani- (7/7/39 boas A WOMAN IS THE JUDGE M Coi R. Hudson-O. Kruger-Inescort __ ~g9 | effects of adoption might be to force 
mous vote, gave the producers until | 75 ON BORROWED TIME D | M-G | /L.Barrymore-6.Bondi-U. Merkel 95 | independents to comply or fold 
Thursday (24) to approve a contract 6/14 | MAN ABOUT TOWN C Par J. Benny-D. Lamour-E, Arnold 82 | He refreshed m: oar hein ee 
calling for 100% Guild shop and 7/12 CAREER cD RKO A. Shirley-E. Ellis-J. Archer - too jupragred lajors’ memories on ( 
eee : ee . 6/28 MICKEY, THE KID CD Re B. Cabot-R. Byrd- : | seven points brought out by Depart- 
suitable severance pay. Ultimatum : ; p - Byrd-T. Ryan 68 wit lost wear : ‘ 
i oe | 11/16 MOTO TAKES VACATION M 20th P. Lorre-V. Field-L. Atwill * | ment last year to show how ‘present 
brought to a head the negotiations | FORG : ' . - ew! 65 | illeeal c ee cet a 
that h lect sulin a aawets | 8/9 ORGOTTEN WOMAN M U S. Gurie-D. Briggs-E. Arden 68 illegal combinations’ are alleged to 
g ahaa — on egg — — sw _HELL’S KITCHEN D | WB_| Dead End Kids-R. Reagan g2 | be driving indies out of business: 
i. ina resolu ‘ion Ww as ac opte 714 39 8/16 THE MAN FROM SUNDOWN Ww Col 7 Starrett- I. Meredith Se ~~ (1) by ‘onerous and discriminatory’ 
after a full meeting in which the 1/5 THEY ALL COME OUT cD M-G R. Johnson-T. Neal $s | conditions imposed on independents 
members were addressed by Bill | 7/12 MILLION DOLLAR LEGS Cc Par B.Grable-J.Hartley-D.O’Connor 64 | on film rentals and other trade prac- 
Edwards, Guild prez, and George | | 75 SHE MARRIED A COP cD Rep P. Regan-J. Parker | 66 | tices: (2) new competitors can’t vail 
Bodle, attorney. Committee was in- 7 at SEC OND FIDDLE MU 20th T. Power-Henie-Vallee | 87 | cure film on ‘reasonable’ b ? is; (3) 
structed to reject all offers from the 1/19 | TRESS eClEo FATRER Cc U Baby Sandy-Auer D. O'Keefe 72 | indies have ‘very little freedom’ i 
producers unless they included a lh fitted = anid me D. Morgan-G. Dickson _ 60 sel a es cased oie 
ers s: ay le a | - — Ts _ _60 | selecting fi anaging ow 
closed shop and satisfactory sever- 7/21/39 | 7/19 | ‘BLONDIE TAKES VACATION Cc | Col P, Singleton-A. Lake | 68 b si io are ties ce aaa fake 
a a | 7/12 A. HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER CD M-G .. Stenett. Mecner-f. Parker | gs | JUSINESS, ink les cant secure ‘sat- 
— | | 8/23 | WAY DOWN SOUTH cD | RKO | B. Breen-A. Mowbray | go | isfactory market’ for films because 
Possibility that the Guild, hitherto | | 7/19 | THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD D Par A, Tamiroff-L, Nelan-M. Boland a5 | of ‘domination’ by majors over ex- 
independent, might align itself with |} 7/19 NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT D 20th P. Foster-L. Bari-R. Gleason 72 hibition houses; (5) new capital in- 
one of the national labor organiza- | 7/19 eee A MILLION M U G. Raft-C. Trevor 8 vestment in film business is discour- 
tiene wae evidensed br & sesdiution " 19 ER CARNIVAL Cc UA A, Sheridan-R. Carlson 91 aged because of ‘great difficulty’ of 
calling for an investigation into the | ——_— mi 8 a eeeees OD | We | See ee eee o Page 107 | competing with major; (6) com- 
feasibility of hooking up with ‘an 7/28, 39 8/23 BEHIND PRISON GATES M Col B. Donlevy-J. Wells-P. Fix ~~ | 63 | munities are ‘regimented’ so theatre 
: noagnhy ; 5/17 GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS cD | M-G R. Donat-G. Sarson ia “gl Pe 
International body.’ Steps were 3/23 | ISLAND OF LOST MEN p | Par | A.M. Wong-J. C. Naish-E pee ees oe oe we 
taken to map out proper procedure 7 36 THE SPELLBINDER op ao anak oe > make most national profit; and, (7) 
in case the producers refuse to ac- 8/2 COLORADO SUNSET Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette ° 58 no opportunity exists for ‘new forms 
cept the Guild’s ultimatum by 6/21 SUS: ANNAH OF MOUNTIES cD 20th S. Temple-R. Scott-M. Lockwood 77 of artistic expression’ which are not 
Thursday. re 8/9 THE COWBOY QUARTERBACK C_ _ WB_ | B. Wheeler- -M. Wilson — 54 apprsved ‘by majors. 
<r a orem | 7 ¥, | COAST GUARD IN SERVICE D | Col | R. Scott-R. Bellamy-F. Dee ——— | Letter went to Austin Keough, 
. : | 9/ S, 8/16 | MIRACLES FOR SALE CD | M-G | R. Young-F. Rice-F. C 7 general counsel, Par: ; Rober 
1e contempt of court case based on | 8/9 NIGHT WORK : Y - yung-F. Rice-F. Craven 7 18 al counsel, Paramount; Robert 
alleged interference by IATSE rep- 7/5 BACHELOR MOTHER s cao Bees news 61 W. Perkins, general counsel, Warner 
resentatives in the affairs of Techni- 7/26 SHOULD HUSBANDS WORK? CD | Rep J.Gleas’n_L.Gleas'n-H Davenport | 7 | res. ¢. meners Rubin, general coun- 
cians Local 37, were found guilty in | 42 | E.MAXWELL’S HOTEL, WOMEN CD | 20th | L.Darnell-J. Ellison-A. Sothern | 81 | ee | 
superior court. Trio consisted of 4/26 FOUR FEATHERS D/! UA J. Clements-J. Duprez 130 | N.Y. attorney for 20th Century-Fox 
Zeal Fairbanks, Boyd S. Young and 7/19 rg tk at SPEEDWAY Mi} WB P. O’Brien-A. Sheridan 32 | and John Howley, ditto. Q 
aioe leamen. Cilatiies atatnet |... _|_ 8/2 |_MR. NG IN CHINATOWN M | Mono _B. Karloff-G. Withers _ 70 | 
J. W. Buzzell, John Gatelee, Harold , 8/11/39 89 | cake —Maa 4 “M-G | ~ Taylor-H. Lamarr ™ “91 
i re ix were | senses - | WV | Movita-W. Hull-*. Ba ’ 
V. Smith and Lew C. G, Blix were | 3/23 | RIDERS OF FRONTIER S| Meee) ta-W. Hull- *. Baldwin Leading Men 
dismissed on grounds of insufficient | 9/9 | OUR LEADING CITIZEN Cc | - |e “s 7 o 
pene 8/2 | NEW FRONTIER t Par | 8. Burns-S. Hayward-J. Allen 87 Conti ; 1 
: — 8/16 » ) Ww | Rep | Three Mesquiteers-P. Isley 56 _.Continued from page 1. 
Ruling by Judge Henry M. Willis 816 | BAD LANDS W | RKO R. Barrat-N. Beery, Jr.-_ $5 : 
automatically restores Local 37’s | | CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY C | 20th 3 Withers-L. Carrillo-M ikea | 2 | ously wounded and is now a re- 
charter and sets aside the charters | | MODERN CINDERELLA cD | U_ | C.Boyer-I. Dunne ; | hoe eoe 
granted to five new locals into which | 6/28 vLAwine Were ASK D/| UA | L.Hayw’rd-J.Bennett-W.William 110 Among the other English actors, 
37 was split, in violation of the re- | a aureen aeons __M| WB _| J.Wyman-A. Jenkins ni 60 jeither already in the U. S. or in- 
straining order, Maximum penalty | 8/18/39 waka F OF Sus MOUNTIES Wi col | C. Starrett-I. Meredith ——— | tending to come here soon, who 
is five days in jail and a $500 fine on THE OKLAHOMA TERROR cD | M-G | L. Ayres-A. Louise-T. Brown | might be affected in the case of a 
each count. 8/2 MAN FROM TEXAS bad — | = roma Carroll Huropean war are Maurice Evans, 
Fines aggregating $300 were levied 7 6 | THIS MAN IS NEWS CD | ‘mer Vv. Hobbs-B —— Wood 60 | Robert Morley, Laurence Olivier 
against the trio, assessing Fairbanks 7/26 | RENEGADE TRAIL Ww Par | W. Bovd-R. Hayden-G Saves 57 |and Henry Edwards. There are fig- 
$150, Newman $100, and Young $50. g9 | IN OLD MONTEREY W | Rep | G. Autry-S, Burnette-G. Hayes 79 | ured to be numerous others. 
In passing judgment, the court | THE KIND MEN MARRY cD RKO | C. Lombard-G Withers-K Fran | If the last war is any criteri an 
. ‘ cael Rigg een Toa 8/2 STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE D 9 | & Geen. . ‘ : . as _wa Is any eri erion a 
said, ‘I purposely stair-stepped the | ~ 19 | THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC 20th | 8. Tracy N. Kelly-R. Greene ; 100 | outbreak of hostilities in Europe 
amount of these fines to conform | 4/08 | oOeeemnceren MUSIC D UA | J. Heifetz-J. McCrea-A. Leeds | 120 | w > > tte . 
it} Piges hs. 7. INTERMEZZO D UA | L.Howard-I. Bergman-E , | would help rather than hurt busi- 
— my view of we vane of | 7/19 | EACH DAWN I DIE D | WB | y. Carnev-G. —— - Best 99 !ness on Broadway. From 1914 to 
he conduct of each respondent. You 8/2539 - -| FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS cp |~ col | E. Fell ———____— _. | ——~— | 1917, before the U. S. entered the 
gentlemen were misdirected by loy- } | WIZ: ; - .. Kellows-D. Peterson ig > satre f “ts 
: 8/16 LARD OF OZ Cc M-G J. Garland-F fight, the theatre felt the effects ol 
alty to your union. Too often labor | IRISH LUCK M | a F. aon ; hee Lahr 100 ithe general business boom resulting 
unions rank loyalty to their organi- 8/23 | THE STARMAKER MU | “Par i BS rosby- I Duaahalt poe 90 from war orders. 7 It continued to 
gation above loyalty to courts and | = 8/23 | anak tanaeeue D | Rep | B. Mackay-R. elecn-0 ‘Barbies 62 | prosper after the U. S. declared wal! 
tl eir > } 8 16 | H i T aa NS , | : 3. Be , ; é : S. ‘ al 
ake ued labor meeting today | | | ANGELS WASH THEIR FACES M4 | WE eng 2 — pesieieen ™ | ra oe ee 
« + g ay | . . Y | Ps ad s | “OC Ss ing Pw New a “ix > 
(Tues.) passed on a tentative agree- | — |__| THE HOBBY FAMILY _ cp | WB | J. Rich-H. O'Neill Pricmyyathe som. a 
ment for a consent election by 12,- 9, 1/39 i beta HORSE w ~ Col Fred Stone-Konga io In ge aaa aed arias > of 
000 film workers. reached at a Na- one on ae hb ea a. Cc M-G N.Shearer-J.Crawford-R.Russell . re bp eg , wal org the type : 
tional Labor Relations Board confab. CONSPIRACY CHAMPION D Par L. Overman-R. Paige-V. Dale ie ay crt ga euc — { 
The election is to designate bargain- WALL STRE D | RKO | A. Lane-L. Hayes-R. Barratt y shun serious offerings, apparently 
; .L STREET COWBOY Ww R it. Sinivee , “efe -ivolous 
ing representatives for employees, to FLIGHT. AT MIDNIGHT > Rep ¥ Rogers-G. Hayes-A. Baldwin preferring frivolous comedies and 
be held within 30 days after the deat ADV’T’RES SHERLOCK HOLMES M Rep . ae: ae aces -R.Turner light musicals. Grim drama about 
is approved. THE UNDERPUP M U G. Jest-®, Comminge-A. Gray” li Cage fg niga 
Balloting would be computed on a MUTINY ON BLACKHAWK M U = Atten-k. at reais Gray _— after the end of hostilities. ; 
multiple basis by the workers, in- | —~>~— = 2 THE OLD MAID D- WB _B. Davis-M. Hopkins-G. Brent 95 ne po aie a ; — " vel 
stead of the crafts. Studio utility i9 8 39 8/16 GOLDEN BOY cD Col RB. Stanwyck-A Menjou.W. Hold _95_ | atre grosses it would probably have 
: " Pati ; : HENRY GOES ARIZGNA ~ jou- olden 98 a similar effect on film attendance, 
employees would participate in the RANGE W . cD M-G F. Morgan-A. Morriss-H. Hull t least in the U > tt 
election, if jurisdiction differences 19 ody AR . w Par W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Moran eller cite  e tte S. However, a 
' =e 8/23 | CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND M | 2 S Toler-C : 65 | foreign market, which is a vital por- 
with the IATSE are ironed out im- ‘HE FIG : - ' 20th S. Toler-C. Romero-P. Moore tei , . 
mediately 8/23 ous. pote bl dnl Ww RKO . O’Brien-L. Tovar 72 tion of Hollywood’s source of in- 
The peace offering came as a sur- BAD COMPANY ; be “—" v ‘MoLagien- ye a te Wiager’é 72 — ites ose aged rarvenee. 
prise as hearings resumed Monday 8/16 | DESPERATE TRAILS w| vu. | 3M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight io “Weed eae ar cee eas 
(21) before the NLRB on petition i NANCY DREW & STAIRCASE M WB B. Granville-J. Litel _ _ 56 a TWIN, SRY ae Weeen were 
for certification bargainer. It was | 9/15 39 DANCING CO-ED cD M-G L. Turner-R. Carlson-L. B ROE es oe Et OE See aoe em pes 
generally agreed the IATSE holds | | SKY PATROL Mt Mono J. Trent-M. ‘Stone-M. haeiott - ogy enough to be called for service if 
within 30 days, as substantial wage DAY THE BOOKIES WEPT C | RKO | J. Penner-B. Grabie : the prominent actors who might g0 
fncreases for IA members are nov 8/23 bp Reet anaes cD 20th M. Loy-T. Power-G. Brent 114 | include Charles Laughton, Basil 
being negotiated, and will very likely 8/16 | DUST BE A. MU U J. Downs-M. Carlisle-C. Moore gs | Rathbone, David Niven, Errol Flynn. 
be rushed through before ballotin; | s i 7 r D WB J. Garfield-P. Lane RR Boris Karloff, Ronald Colman, Leslie y 
takes place. | Howard, Brian Aherne and Victor 
} McLaglen. 
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fm, ANOTHER BIG ONE FROM 
(@& *¥ RKO RADIO OPENS AT 
‘Bes ei RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
THIS WEEK. = and smack on 


the heels of that current RKO RADIO big 
one—“IN NAME ONLY”’—which has been 


drawing sensational summer business to 
the Music Hall for the past THREE WEEKS! 


Here’s Glorious Ginger in a show alive with 
great selling angles! ...Titie, theme, direc- 
tor, cast--and story treatment as modern 
as next Spring’s Paris fashions!...Ginger 
as a park-bench Cinderella who moves in 
on a millionaire as professional family 
trouble-shooter .... Laughs and romance 
keyed to entertainment’s perfect pitch by 
GREGORY LA CAVA, who gave you 
“Stage Door.’’ 



































































































| ie — “je -" 
| WALTER CONNOLLY 
VERREE TEASDALE 
— JAMES ELLISON 
x <« O Be Ros ee TIM HOLT 
RADIO ig KATHRYN ADAMS 
PICTURES iia “ee FRANKLIN PANGBORN 
PANDRO S. BERMAN in Charge ot Produced and Directed 


by GREGORY LA CAVA. 


Production. Screen play by. Allan Scott 
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Manager to Essay Writing Career; 
Theatre-Exchange Personnel Moves 


’™ 





= al 


Omaha, Aug. 22. 

Fdward Forester, theatre man- 
aser and exhibitor in Nebraska for 
11 years, has quit as manager of Tri- 
States’ Omaha to enter the writing 
field He has had several 
printed in national magazines the 
past vear. Forester and his family 
will move to California Sept. 1. 

John V. Maddox, owner of the 
Loop, Scotia, Neb., sold the house to 
R. W. Dailey of Scotia. 


Art Olsen new treasurer at States’ | 


Omaha, replacing Arthur Ofe, re- 
signed. Chester Washburn moved to 
chief of service. 

Joe Rosenberg, RKO salesman, re- 
signed to join Monogram sales. 
Stengel moved here from RKO ex- 
change, Minneapolis, to replace 
Rosenberg. 

Four local 
face-lifting in 
season's biz. 


exchanges 
preparation for new 
Monogram is moving 
t>» larger quarters while Republic, 
Columbia and Universal being en- 
larzed and redecorated, 


Sork-Block Swap Houses 
Philadelphia, Aug. 22. 


Exchange of houses by the Sork- 
Block interests occurred last week. 
The Sorks take over the Rio, Read- 
ing, while the Blocks get the Rio, 
Schuylkill Haven, Pa. Other houses 
in the string not affected. 

Deal whereby William Greenfield 
takes over the Baltimore and Sher- 
wood from Joseph Forte is said to 
be a leasing arrangement for 
years. 

Harry Chertcoff has acquired two 
houses in Middletown, Pa., owned by 
Aaron Palmer. They are the Elks 
and the Majestic. 

New Jewel closed by Iz 
for alterations. 


~ 


Bor 
or 


yyure Md 
owsky 


Warners open two new houses to- | 
They are the | 
State, Chester, Pa., and the Levoy, 


morrow (Wednesday). 


Millville, N. J. 
The Holme, Philadelphia, as well 


as store space and the ground, has | 


been sold to Melvin J. Fox, Marion 
Sablosky Fox, Lewis Sablosky and 
Sadie Sablosky. House, seating 1,800, 
is under lease to Stanley Co. of 
America (Warners). Property, as- 
sessed at $147,000, was held for sale 
at $225,000 and was disposed of, sub- 
ject to a mortgage, for $125,000. 


stories | 


Ed | 


getting a 


10 | 


| : ; 
| Lionel Friedman & Co. representing 
Lee & Co., handled the sale. 


Yancey’s Theatre Plans 


| St. Louis, Aug. 22. 


| has taken bids for new 700-seater to 
be erected in Brookfield. 

The 400-seater operated by C. W. 
|Gordon of Bloomfield, Mo., at Dexter, 
Mo., destroyed by fire of unknown 
origin. House opened in April. 

The Lory, 500-seater, operated by 
| Herbert Lory at Highland, IIl., taken 
|over by Louis and Gus Keresotas, 
| Springfield, IIL. 
| Egyptian Amus. Co., Harrisburg, 
Ill.. which operates houses in south- 
ern Illinois, acquired the Capitol, 
200-seater, Rosiclare, Ill., from Mrs. 
| W. E. Dimick. 
| CC. TT. Dusinberre, 
sound engineer, 





former RCA 
is building new 300- 


|seater in Red Bud, IIL, opening 
planned for Sept. 1. 
Jack Harris has added the State 


Alton, Ill., and a new theatre in Hull, 
iTll., to string for which he books 
| films. 
| The new Clark. Barry. Ill. skedded 
| for late August opening. 
| Sol Goldbarb having his Ritz, East 

Alton, IIl.. face lifted. 

Buck Lewis who quit the exhibi- 
| tion field to become the head of au- 
!tomobile agency for Rolla and Le- 
| banon, Mo., has sold sie in Rola to 
{the Gasconada Amus Co.,. which 
| plans to erect a 500-sezter. Company 
| also operates the Rolla, same town. 


Rosen Heads GN in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 22. 
| Eph Rosen, formerly with RKO, 
|appointed Grand National branch 


| manager here, succeeding William 

Crystal, resigned to 
| Dakota salesman with RKO. 

Midwesco Moves 

Kansas City, Aug 

Change of managers in several Fox 

Midwest K. C. houses. Jerry Baker 

and Lewis-Sponsler. managers of 

local suburbans, left their assign- 

jments to carry on a special promo- 

ition campaign throughout the mid- 


99 


| west territory. 
| Charles Barnes moved from Lin- 
wood, here, to the Granada, Kansas 


|City, Kan. Harry Bederman, former- 
ly assistant at the first run Uptown, 
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Air-Conditi 


Thursday 
| “THE MAN 
r on Screen IN THE 
Hardy Gets TRON MASK” 
Spring Fever” - 
On Stage 
On Stage 
George Jessel 
Josephine Huston 
and others 


Bunbpy 
Berigen & His 
Orch - Others 


‘onditioned 


M-G-M's Techni- 


color Triumph Brosdway Slet Street 





KADIO 
ciry 


“FIFTH AVENUE 
GIRL" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





MUSIC HALL | 


In Person 
Mickey ROONE\ 
GAKLANI 


5 Shows Daily 


“WIZARD 
OF OZ” 


Cast of 9200 | 


Judy 


Air-Conditioned 








IN. PERSON 


BOB BURNS 


rx Jimmie 
n Paramount's 
' | Lunceford 
Our Leading | AND HIS 
Citizen ORCH 





TIMES 
SQUAR 


PARAMOUNT 





Continuous frem 10 a.m 
Pop. ?rices, 25c to | p.m. 


B' way snd 43tm St | ate Show 11:30 pm Nightly 


Robert Donat in M-G-M’'s 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @e@ 4th MONTH 


become North | 








|manager at Uptown, 


William L. Yancey, Brooktield, Mo., | 


° | 
has taken over at Linwood. Jack 


to assistant 
Jimmy Chap- 
man is new manager at Waldo. 


Winningham | returns 


Ed Ross, an Apt Pupil 
Wilmington, Del., Aug. 22. 
Edwin Ross, manager-director at 

Robin Hood theatre, Arden, Del. 
started one Sunday morning to learn 
how to fly an airplane. 
afternoon, under direction 
Benedict, he had received his solo 
papers. Flew solo from Bellanca 
Field to Carrcroft eight hours after 
starting to learn. Ross previously 
had been in a plane only twice, as a 
passenger, 


Hanson’s Injunction 


Lincoln, Aug. 22. 
District Judge Falloon granted a 


temporary injunction to Oscar W. 
Hanson to restrain Dorwin L. Frank 
iand Lewis M. Billings from inter- 


| lated. 





} tors. 





ONE ON THE FIRE LADDIES 


EK 
— 





“WHEN TOMORROW 
COMES” 


with 
CHARLES BOYER—IRENE DUNNE 
UNITED Broadway 
RIVOLI at 49th St. 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 





Omaha. Aug. 22. 


volunteer firemen. 








anything about it. Loss only partly 
covered by insurance, 


The theatre at Dodge, Neb., is 
owned and operated by the town’s 


The house was recently struck by | 
lightning and almost completely de-| 
stroyed before the fireladdies knew 


fering with him in operation of the 
Plaza, Humboldt, Neb. Hanson said 
he bought the house from the de- 
fendants last June. Contract gave 
them the right to repurchase 


before Jan. 2, 1940, his petition re- 
He alleges the defendants 
have taken possession of the thea- 
tre without complying with the 
terms of the contract. 


Bailey's 8th and 9th 
Atlanta, Aug. 22. 
G. Tom Bailey, operator of colored 
theatre chain, boosted his local 
string to nine last week when 
bought Harlem and Lincoln 
Mike Schaine. 


from 


Schine Shifts 
Syracuse, Aug. 22. 
Wholesale changes in the Syra- 
cuse RKO-Schine setup announced 
by Gus Lampe, managing director. 
Erle Wright, manager of Paramount, 
goes to Strand, reopening after sum- 


By that mid- | 
of John} 


the | 
property by paying him $4,500 on or | 


Wednesday, August 23, 1939 


= 








House Reviews 





CAPITOL, WASH. 


(Continued from page 18) 
ion encore to warble ‘Dreams Come 
| True’ as line goes through semi- 
| tango ballet, highlighted by appear- 
ance of Evelyn Foster, ‘Miss Wash- 
ington, 1939," in searlet spangled 
bathing suit, skull can and slippers 
for effective toe workout. S%errits 
introduces her as beauty winner, 
jand, after four-way patter with Mur- 
ray and Walsh, brings on Robert 
Youmans, whose vibraphone thump- 
ing obtains good hand and encore. 
Fague Springman, who looks like 
authentic ‘Virginia farm boy,’ fol- 
lows to put hands in his pockets and 
tear off ‘Water Boy’ and ‘Annie 
Laurie’ in a bariton that is solid in 
results. Catholic University German 
' Band, séven tras. tooters who really 
give, troupe on next with line of 
four boys in ‘Dead End Kids’ cos- 
‘tumes. ‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ with 
band blasting and kids hoofinge with 
brooms and long loaves of Vienna 
bread, leads into appearance of 
Guthridge and Dorgan, two young- 
sters who roll out two small barrels 
for character tap with jitterbug 
finale that scores solidly. 


| Gerrits and Murray each introduce 


| somebody 
he | 


| strong-man 


| quate, 


mer shutdown. Pat McGee, man- 
ager at Eckel, succeeds Wright at 
Par. irving Cantor, chief of service | 


at Keith, to Strand as ass’t manager, 
and Gregory Peggs, chief of service 
at Paramount, becomes assistant at 
that house. Joe Goldstein, assistant 
manager at Paramount, gets same 
post at Eckel, and Richard Whitaker 
becomes chief of service at Keith’s. 
Patterson Takes Over 
Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

R. G. Patterson took over Sunset 
from Carroll Blake, who continues 
operation of his Clinton theatre. 

Rube Kulla’s Star, closed a month 
ago, reopens Sept. 1. 

Burke & Bayless remodeling their 





they ‘found out in the 
alley,” Gerrits’ being Joe Johnson, 
midget Willard hotel bell-hop for 
gag, and Banks’ being 
James Evans, who gets out of a 
strait-jacket in 20 seconds, each ade- 
but nothing more. Sylvia 
Kaplowitz and Accordion Ensemble, 
seven gals in evening gowns, pump 
out ‘Play, Fiddle, Play,’ ‘La Cumpra- 
sita,” ‘Chopsticks’ and ‘Dinah,’ fea- 
turing swell vocals by Bernadette 
Crouch, attractive blond. 

Gerrits finally takes it alone for 
some story-telling, and everybody on 
for the finale. 

Biz oke. Craig. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 19. 
Rochester (Eddie Anderson), Betty 
Grable, Frankie Master’s Orch, Bobby 
Lane & Edna Ward, Marian Francis, 


| Jay Matthews, Buddy Hughes; ‘Blind 
| Alley’ (RKO). 


| moons 


Nuart, Sawtelle. Work also starts 
within three weeks on their new | 


Bee-Bell theatre in L. A. 

Bill Braman, in association with 
Cabart Theatres, reopened Temple, 
San Bernardino. 

Now the 20th Century 
Buffalo, Aug. 22. 

The Century, formerly operated by 
Shea (Par), renamed the 20th Cen- 
tury by Dipson-Basil, present opera- 


Dipson, is manager of the theatre 
with Don Harpole, formerly of the 
Capitol, Wheeling, W. Va., assistant 
manager, and Jerry Westergren han- 
dling publicity. 

Jack Berkowitz, former Buffalo 
Republic franchise holder, will be 
given a testimonial dinner at Hotel 
Statler Sept. 25. 

Anthony 


Celeste erecting a new 

theatre at Johnson City, N. Y 
Buffalo Variety clubrooms being 
refurnished and redecorated unde: 


contract with Gus Machares. 
$25,000 Theatre Fire 
Wichita, Kan., Aug. 22. 

Fire completely destroyed the 
Kansas theatre, owned and operated 
by Charles Barron, who had only re- 
cently. redecorated and remodeled it, 
at Pratt, Kan., Thursday night (10). 
The 600-seater was the smaller of 
two houses owned by Barron in 
Pratt, who also has two in Anthony, 


Kan. Loss, including building. which 
was leased, estimated at $25,000. 

A fireman, fighting the blaze. 
which was thought to have been 
caused by lightning, fell from the 


building and was seriously injured 


Hart, Boucher Upped 
Gloversville, N. Y., Aug. 22. 
Lou S. Hart, manager of Hippo- 
yme for last 11 months, appointed 
vanager of the Glove, succeeding 
‘rank M. Boucher, district manage! 
or Schine Enterprises, Inc. Latter 
assigned executive position, and will 
act temporarily as manager of the 
Hipp until new manager is named. 


Spokane’s Price Cuts 
Spokane, Aug. 22. 
First admission price cuts in three 
vears took effect last week when 
Evergreen lopped a nickel off after- 
noon prices at the State and Fox. 
New price for both theatres is 25c; 

evening continues at 40c. 
Patterson’s Acquisition 
Marion, O., Aug. 22 
H. C. Patterson, Blanchester. O.. 
acquired the Oakland, subsequent 
run here, from L. J. Flautt, Colum- 
bus. Scheduled to reopen Sept. 1, 
as unit of Bowman Theatres, Inc. 





Vinson Promoted 

Opelika, Ala., Aug. 22. 
A. T. Vinson, Jr., with the Martin 
| here as assistant manager, promoted 
to manager the Strand, another 
Martin theatre, at. Florala,. Ala. 


of 


Strongest layout presented here in 
reflecting itself in biz with 
s.r.0o. from opening to close. Marquee 
strength of names holds up in play- 


jing with fast entertaining doings all 


William Dipson, son of N. K.| 


the way through. Fronting his 
smooth combo in pleasing fashion 
| handling the emcee stint as well as 
intermittent vocals, Frankie Masters 
presides in showmanly fashion, main- 
taining a smart pace throughout. 

| Opening number, a fast working 
;}out of “Take Me Out to the Ball 
| Game,’ starts matters; ‘South Ameri- 
can Way’ follows for quick change of 


pace. Sends Masters in with his 
audience and_ strikes the proper 
mood. Over-emphasized lighting ef- 


fects could be dispensed with inas- 
much as they detract from the real 
business at hand. 


Fast hoofery in jitterbug fashion 
by Bobby Lane and Edna Ward, 
vouthful boy-and-girl duo, follows 


briefly but effectively: tumbling and 
acro stuff of male building to a sock 
finish of head spins. A decided sock 


, resulting in a beg-off. 


Marian Francis, band’s femme vo- 
calist, essays ‘Comes Love,’ nicely re- 


ceived, and just right for Buddy 
| Hughes. next QOnening with some 
tricks with handkerchiefs, Hughes 


brings on his pooches for clever bal- 
ancing and a novel interlude that fits 
in here at just the right time. 

Nifty introduction by Masters and 
his crew brings on Betty Grable for 
satisfactory vocals of ‘It’s All Yours,’ 
‘Don’t Worry ’Bout Me’ and ‘Lady’s 
in Love.” Closes latter with some 
| hoofery which earns a return sans 
the evening gown which completely 
covered up the publicized underpin- 


ning Makes for. strong. encore | 
builder and a speech to get off. 
Nice novelty by Masters and his 


aggregation, “Ten Little Bottles,” em- 
ploving chromatically scaled bottles 
puffed at by bandsmen for caliope 
effect. makes good flash and sets spot 


for Jay Matthews. Latter steps down 
from trumpet chair for some spot- 
lighted triple tonvuing, all in the 
correct groove and timed right for 


introduction of Rochester next. 
Stooge of the Benny air show pro- 

duces a howl on his entrance which 

has him wearing a mangy white fur 


coat. He gives out some effective 
talk and crossfire with an off-stage 
voice in imitation of his mentor. 


Two routines of hoofery. the second 
as presented in ‘Man About Town,’ 
score heavily and tie matters up 
| tichtly. Does just enough and leaves 
his auditors in the right frame for a 
final curtain announced by Masters 
with a reintroduction of the princi- 
pals and a closing musical sig. 
Burm. 
Bogart Out of ‘Trouble’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Wayne Morris replaces Humphrey 
Bogart in top spot in Warners ‘Float- 
ing Trouble.’ 
recting. Bogart is needed for ‘Invis- 
ible Strives.’ 
Jane Wyman is 





ypposite Morris. 








| f 








with George Amy di- | 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

This bill offers a generally strono 
average of newsworthy clips con 
there isn’t a single smash item in the 
assortment. That's somewhat sure 
prising, because the week's news in- 
cluded a number of standout | 
penings—and usually the re 
ror the news. 

Not precisely new and given only 
partial coverage for obvious censor. 
ship reasons, the Fox clips of the 
Reich’s Siegfried Line, counterpart 
of France’s Maginot Line. are never. 
theless fairly instructive and ab. 
sorbing. Same company’s shots of 
Japanese airbombing Chunking lacks 
the graphic impact of the Shanghai 
pictures of two vears ago, but they're 
grimly arresting. 

Metro offers a clip of the New 
York luncheon for the studio's juve 
stars, Mickey Rooney and Judy Gar- 
land, that demonstrates the difficuity 
of youngsters to retain their balance 
and character in face of the public 
acclaim and phony display they're 
forced to undergo. ; 

Paramount's treatment of the 
Squalus raising is ingeniously pre- 
pared, carrying out the standard set 
by the same company in handling 
the same subject before. Paramount 
also clicks with shots of Ralph Gul- 
dahl winning a recent pro golf tour- 
nament in Pittsburgh. Pictures are 
notable for the number of missed 
putts the cameramen managed to 
catch. It’s a shrewd switch from the 
perfection theme such views nor- 
mally carry. . 

Pathe flubs the possibilities on the 
subject of crop rotation develop- 
ments in Tennessee, offering shots of 
farmers at work and collecting the 
prize awards for their efforts. But 
the diagramic representation of the 
actual monetary gain and other tang- 
ible benefits from crop rotation is 
neglected. Clip might have been a 
genuine standout, but it’s little more 
than routine. Paramount's coverage 
of the Nevada trainwreck is also an 
example of missed opportunities, 
While Pathe’s shots of the wheat 
harvest in the northwest offers only 
a suggestion of the mighty scope of 
the subject. There are fewer posed 
publicity and stock shots, beauty pa- 
rades, etc., than usual in the balance 
of the bill. 

‘Birth of Movies,’ 
ance, a British 
rounds out the bill. It is the Engtish 
conception of how motion pictures 
developed from before Thomias Edi- 
son’s invention until the present-day 
super-productions. Two-reel short 
doesn’t extend itself giving Ameri- 
can inventors a break and is a bit 
tedious in explaining pioneer film 





hap- 
els mir- 


made bv Alli- 


technique. Earlier shots include an- 
tique scenes of Mary Pickford, the 
initial plane flight over the English 
channel, Sarah Bernhardt and Tom 
Mix. ; 
Included are some official motion 
pictures taken of the World War 
with the explanation that this con- 
flict forced all British studios to 
close down. These serve as a 
medium for introducing ‘the clever 


English comedian,’ Charles Chaplin 


in well chosen clips from ‘The 
Champion.’ Rudolph V-lentino ts 
shown merely by means of a still 


photo, with vocal tribute to his ef- 
Work of Marlene Dietrich and 


orts. 

Emil Jannings in the film that 
brought them success in filmdom 
brought out considerable footage. 


Sound is only sketchily treated, with 
a lame effort made to explain scien 
tifically. Hobe. 


Projectionist’s Suicide 
In Booth Stalls Show 


Flint, Mich., Aug. 22. 
While a audience 
whistled and shouted for the sh 
begin, -Dorus Forshee, projectionist 
in the Dixie theatre here, committed 
suicide last week by hanging himself 
from a water pipe in the projection 


near-capacity 


to 


room. Start of show was held up for 
30 minutes while sub could be ob- 
tained and police completed their In- 


vestigation. 

Mrs. Alice Ingram. owner of thea- 
tre, said she gave Forshee the usual 
signal, ring of bell, to start screening. 
When nothing happened for some 
time, she went to the booth to find 
Forshee dead. Forshee, 34, left sev- 
eral notes in the booth one addressed 
to fellow union members asking that 
he be buried with ‘a union button in 
my lapel and a paid-up card in my 
pocket.’ 

Coroner L. H. Lambert attributed 
the suicide to drink and despond- 
ency. 











Now playing Ringling-B. B. Cirens 
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Mutual's World Series Coup May 
Have Repercussions Within FCC: 
NBC, CBS Holding Out Affiliates 


—_—__—__- + 





Mutual’s coup in obtaining the ex- 
clusive broadcast right to the forth- 
coming World Series games, with 
Gillette Razor as the sponsor, may lir 


lead to serious repercussions within Ww 


Series’ Candidates 





Announcer and commentator 
ieup for the forthcoming 
orld Series games over Mutual 


ihe Federal Communications Com- will be announced by J. P. 
mission. Although he is confident of Spang, president of the Gillette 
lining up stations in the 154 towns Razor Co., just before he sails 


stipulated in the Gillette contract, fo 
Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, scored Monday (21) the refusal in 
«ot NBC and Columbia to permit their 


the series. 

NBC and CBS have taken the po- 
sition that they have made certain 
commitments to sponsors and that an 
integral part of these commitments 
are their affiliated stations. Since 
they, the networks, propose to live 
up to their commitments, 
pect their affiliates to live up to 
their commitments with them. The 
World Series, say NBC and Colum- 
bia, is just another commercial to th 
them, even though the event itself 
is of importance to listeners, and 
that it would be impossible for them ah 
to justify to their sponsors any per- 
mission to sidetrack the latter’s pro- 





Lows was 40.4% 
Benny 


r Europe at the end of this 


week. Reported to be included 


the list of mike candidates 


submitted by Mutual to Judge 
affiliated stations to clear time for K. 
who has been calling ’em this 
season 
Johnny O’Hara, sportscaster for 
KWK, St. Louis, and Bob Elson, 
of WGN, Chicago. 


M. Landis are Red Barber, 


over WOR, Newark; 


Survey by the Co-operative 


Analysis of Broadcasting on the 
they ex- Ww 


orld Series of 1938 showed a 


listening average of 33.2%, which 
constitutes a third of the sets of 
the country. 


The average for 
e 1937 series was 25.3%. The 


1938 average for the Chase & 
Sanborn -Charley McCarthy 


, while for Jack 
(Jell-O) it was 35.5°%. 








¢rams for the four to seven broad- | 
casts of another advertiser 
by still another network 


determination to stick ‘by its guns’ 
on the issue. It did admit that the 
only thing it fears is that the com- 
plications ensuing from _ pressure 
from listeners may do considerable 
injury to radio’s good-will. After 
Mutual announced its coup Thurs- 
day (17), CBS and NBC were be- 
sieged with calls from affiliated sta- 
lions, stating they had received bids 
from Mutual and wanting to know 





ail wei oe noe ae| WOKL RELEASE 
AVOIDS SUIT; 


WKRC SOLD 


ey 





| 
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; ent 


| 





SAME OLD NAMES THIS FALL 


WN: ARIETY 29 














CPANSORS RETAIN ‘Joint NAB Committee Getting Kaye's 


AMILIAR STARS 


Commercial Shows Also In- 


dicate the Same Number 
of Comedy Stanzas as Last 
Year — Walter O’Keefe 
and Milton Berle Offset 
Jolson and Cantor, Absent 
Thus Far 


DAYTIME SERIALS UP 


| 


Of wii ihe commercial network 
shows scheduled for opening in the 
fall, not @ single one represents a 
namé new to radio listeners or a new 
programing idea. Changes may come 
after the first 13-week cycle, but for 
the start there will be as many com- 
edy stanzas as there were last season, 


and, despite the forecast of some ad 
agency impresarios as of last spring, 
the audience participation or quiz 
type of program will have as many 
sponsored celegates on the networks 
as prevailed Curing the 1938-39 span. 


One Drama Addition 
Only one new evening dramatic 
show is listed among the fall com- 


mercial debuis. It’s the ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ series that Basil Rathbone 
will do for Grove’s Quinine on the 
NBC-blue and recorded for later use 
n WOR, New York. Only comics of 
last season’s coterie who, from pres- 
indications, will be missing are 
Eddie Cantor and Al Jolson. After 
a two-vear absence, Milton Berle re- 


turns with an assignment from 
| Quaker Oats. With Walter O’Keefe 


| 


in Jolson’s spot for Lifebuoy, these 


| entries check off the absence of Can- 


; representation 


what they were to do about it. Co- Explanation of NBC officials last 
lumbia’s thumbs-down policy was| W eek for issuing a release to WCKY, 
decided ata meeting Monday (21), | Cincinnati, so that the latter could 
Shepard Gets Nix join 4 ay 4 24, we — paid re- 

CBS cleo oct 6 call trem Jobe alized that they would have become 


Shepard, 3rd, head of the Yankee 
Colonial networks, who ex-| 
plained that, as an agent for Mutual | 
in New England, it was his intention 


whi 
Ana 


and 


involved in a long drawn out suit, 
ch in the meantime would cause 
much confusion 
salesmen, 


among NBC clients 


Nc 2 ) ab 4 | 1€- 
nl : btain CBS stations for Mutual's pone A cog 3 i ho ‘Chacin, 
World Series hookup. : Shepard nati would be on the hookup after 
who is affiliated with NBC, was to d | Sept. 24. 
that there would not be any Colum- Under the new arrangement, WSAI 
bia releases. Shepard is credited becomes the exclusive Cincy outlet 
with having brought Gillette, a Bos- | ¢,. pjue (WIZ) network programs. 


into the deal 
declared that he felt cer 


ion concern, 
Weber 


WLW will fill a similar function for 


the red (WEAF) link, Mutual pro- 
iain that he would be able to button | 5... it is figured, will turn to 
up all his station requirements for) wKRC, which CBS last week sold to 
the Series by today (Wednesday). ' the Cincinnati Times-Star for $275,- 
but intimated that there were certain 000 after first asking $325,000. Co- 
questions of principle that he might se bought WKRC six years ago 
find necessary to have answered for $300,000 and is reported to have 
through the proper authorities pent over $150,000 since in new 
Weber said that he understood that - oe 
NBC and Columbia’s stations were ere ae Pane, eS 
Independent and not owned by the If the FCC i Athaligp alae Times 
ees , : dale Star gets the station Sept. 24 

etworks, These broadcasts, ne€ : 
added, would be carried under ; 

ense hich requires the tation tl Ah ee 
ores ee ee a er ail 

d necessity. Weber said that 

vas, as he saw it, up to the stations.| Mutual Net Sept. 30; 
and not the opposition networks, % 
decide whether they could carry Si t N M 
public interest feature ewal Ow anager 

CBS Scores ‘Package’ Deal 

Columbia also pointed out that f ‘ City, & 22 
had taken its position on other eco- KCMO ecomes affiliated 

omie grounds. It stated that Mu-! 4), Sept. 30. It’s first MBS re- 
tual was offering the stations a pack- lease will be the Ed Thorgerson- 
ave arrangement ‘whereby they are , ‘*°~® 
to be paid for an hour each day on La ¥F% a series which starts on 


The salesmen wouldn't | 


ihe first four Series broadcasts. with | tha: date WHB has been the lone |! 
all the other time going to the Seri€s | yyytuai affiliate here, but this station 


being on a gratis basis. The net- 


work held that such a deal would | 0S not operate on hiding time. 
be upseiting to its and NBC’s com- Jack Siewart, — formerly with 
petitive position. When, said CBS, WFIL. Philadeiphia, recently be- | 
it carried the Series for Ford Mo-;came KCMO'’s manager, reptacing | 
tors in 1935 and 1936, the affiliated | Larry Sherward, who now is servic- 
stations were paid for every hour | ing te accounts backed by Crow n 
they devoted to these broadcasts. | Drug Stor ‘es on KCMO. Clarence 


if Mutual had 
same thing, 


seen fit to do the 
it (CBS) might not have 


Brea z€ai nas 
of bus.ness 


the newly created post 
manager with the Sta- 


mvd 


been so firm in its present taboo. | Uon, 

Weber declared that the stations! QO. S. McPherson, editor and pub- 
on the Gillette list would be paid lisher vf the Kansas City Journal, 
ard rate and not 30% of it, as was | has applied to the FCC for permis- 

1€ practice of the other netwo: ‘ks. | sion to buy a part interest in KCMO 

€ scouted ‘as absurd’ the opposit ion a] c peen co-operat ng wit 
(Continued on page 36) € pe ( ews and publicity 


far as numerical 
is concerned. (Jolson, 
as detailed elsewhere, is currently 
in N. Y. talking a deal with Pepsi- 
Cola.) 


Departure «¢ 


tor and Jolson se 


f Rudy Vallee Sept. 28 


fron he Standerd Brands payroll 
will reduce the number of hour va- 
riety shows not dominated by a 
comic, or comedy act, to one, namely, 
Grapenuts Kate Smith session. For 


Alec Tempieton’s half-hour musica 


ithe agencies to us¢ 


show it will be erely a change in 
check signs res he new one being | 
that of l.jes Laboratories ‘(Alka 
Seltzer), but rating as a newcomer is 


tudio show which 


the Warner Bros 


| 
! 
that walkout of performers be out- | 
ilawed in the event of a strike and | 
specifies that there | be no stop- 
page of work while differences | 


| which may arise < 





a co-operative group unfolds on Mu- 
tual Sept. 29. Jt will be tagged ‘Let's | 
G 1 Hie Vwoodt and have Leo | 
Forbste r ( 
More News Sponsors 

Where the fz sponsored list shows 

marke epping up is in the news} 
ait oO Bre & W ijamson W il] 
have ( “cou? y | kup of over 
bat | ( ‘ CBS with Paul Sulli- 
Vi e +t €% -Cast while Pal- 
er | attresses) has already 
«\ € € f the 

é Bt € 
fie 

¢ t e¢ ¢ we 
4 € € ( «< a vic S¢ 
ev ¢E f ine newt 

¢ e ‘] é D.” «Whe - 
é ( r e F ( ‘Gort 
I _ : General 
Fou a é ( Ce Prod- 
ucts) and ‘I Love a Mystery’ (Stand- 
ard Brands) Last had previously 
been c é a vest Coast release. 


NEW NBC RATE CARD 
MAY BOOST RED 1 


Music Reservoir Plan Today (Wed.): 
ASCAP Group Studies License Plan 





Who's Who? 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Presence here of Larry Hol- 
comb, of the Sherman K. Ellis 
agency, and Harry Holcombe, of 
the William Esty outfit, i> caus- 
ing considerable confusion. 
Caught in the similarity of 
names was Bob Loewit, of the 
William Morris office, who 
sought to sell Larry Holcomb a 
singer for the Joe Penner pro- 
gram. 

He had Harry Holcombe to 
lunch for the sales buildup, but 
s00n discovered his mistake. It 
still goes on the expense 
voucher, 





WESTERN 
NETS REACH 
EEMENT 





Hollywood 

Radio networks of 
due to adopt a 
talent agreement for 
programs, covering 11 wes 
states, this week. The 
minimum fees and basic tions, 
which was negotiated by I. B. Korn- 
blum on behalf of the 
Federation of Radio Actors, 


Aug aa. 
west are 
network 


ine 


new regional 


schedule of 


condi 


American 


and 





tee of advertising 
needs okay of the net 
signaturing. 


agencies, only 
orks for final 


bership all eligible artists, thereby 
keeping it an open union, and for 
only those per- 
formers who are in good standing | 
with the Fede 
The only touchy cl 


ration. 


use provides 


re aroitratec 


‘Hilda Hope, M. D.’ Gets 
NBC Buildup Prior to 


Commercial Takeover 


NB¢ S € é ( € 
( of e ‘H I € I ( 
I l etwee c ( wd | 
VNnNen tine é ae 
6) 7 ne V € f ‘ f 
onse as % of 
f I ip € 1 


will have a esis e< 


the commercial takeove 

The serial is owned by a freelance 
producer, Himan Brown, and the] 
show is set on package cost basi | 
both as a sustainer and commere al. | 


| It w 
| urdays from 11:30 


will be around buyer for Morse 


the | ‘Kastor & Sons ar 


NBC expects % ake its new rate 
ard aeveilable to the trade next] 
eek. Slated for an overall increase 
is the ret (WES 1F) network. Indi- 

cations are at th . 
10 

As for the biue «WJZ) link, 
rates for several spots are due for al 
- o 

! g. 

CBS’ rate ci ‘ cued a week 
ave té é n abdout the 

Ps ‘ z* ‘ Bf Red 


weekly stanza, Sat- | 
> 12 ne on tne 
Selena Royle 


ill be a once- 


red (WEAF) link. 
be starred. 


George Durham, fi nerly time 
Internationa], has 
| joined the radio department cf H. W., 


-hicago. 


Durham's la assignment for 
Morse was the a irchasing of some 
of the local ti me wnic Vick Chemi- 
cal will use in its bis pot cempaig: 
this fal) 


Association of 


|mitting will be 


commercial | 
tern | 


Naylor Rogers, heading the commit- | 


| Sydney Kaye, who is serving se 


|Special counsel for the Nat onal 
| Broadcasiers in jis 
| current controversy with the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, will submit his mu- 
sic reservoir plan to a joint meet- 
ing of the NAB’s executive board 
iand copyright committee in New 
York today (Wednesday). The sub- 
done through Ne- 
ville Miller, NAB prez, who went 
over the plan at a meeting with 
| Kaye yesterday (Tuesday). 

Kaye, Monday (21), denied the re- 
port that he was negotiating with 
the Society of European Stage Au- 
| thors and Composers, with the view 
of making the latter the. key part 
of his reservoir plan. He axplained 
that his meetings last week with 
Paul Heinecke, head of SESAC, had 
to do strictly with a CBS proposi- 
tion, namely a renewal of the net- 
work’s contract. NBC has just re- 
newed with SESAC for five years 


| Buck Back 


Gene Buck returned from the 
west Coast last Thursday (17), but 
| deferred appointing ASCAP’s radio 
survey committee until the latter 
|}part of this week. This commit- 
tee will not negotiate a contract 


with the broadcasiers, but will study 
the broadcasting situation for the 
purpose of preparing a plan of li- 
censing which it will submit to the 
Society’s board of directors at iis 
next meeting, Sept. 28. 

Meanwhile, the barrage of public 
statements has stopped on both the 
NAB and ASCAP fronts. The NAB 
membership meets in Chicago Sept. 


15 to discuss the setting up of a 
fund to develop its own music 
catalog, while ASCAP holds to iis 


position that the broadcasting in- 
dustry must pay a sufficient amount 
of money to keep the music indus- 
try going, regardless of the percent- 
age of ASCAP music it uses, if it 
wants to go on using such mus.c, 





Proposed contract carries two 
cluuses which have caused pro- | 
longed dispute. They are the pro- 
posal for AFRA to admit to mem- 


VALLEE’S FILM 


DIRECTING 
AMBITION 


Harrison, Me., Aug. 22 
R idy Vallee, appearing in Var n 
Possession’ at the Deertree sirawe- 
hat, says he is not insisting on 
$20,000 per session after his contract 
Standard P-ands expire: 


» 
<0 


llee stated that } future am- 
ne lude d da ve mn t« a € 

nd that he meant to ake a te 
tudy of proa iction I Hs - 

fall. Cx 


ood mcluded | QV- 


Alka-Seltzer Takes Barn 
Dance for 7th Year 


Chicago, Aug. 22 

National Barn Dance has been 
signatured for still another year by 
Alka-Seltzer, starting Sept. 30. Will 
add 18 stations to the previous hook- 
up and will gallop over 83 stati 
on the NBC blue. 

Alka-Seltzer has sponsored the 
WLS National Barn Dance she 
since July, 1933. Set 
Wade agency here. 





ons 


v 


through the 








SS 


John Facenda has been ass’gned 
io handle ‘Musical Night Cap,’ new 
mmercial for Cam len Beer on 
WIP, Philly, from m ght i 
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FCC Again Rebuked by Court: 
Yankee Web's Protest on WMEX 


Washington, Aug. 22. 

U. S. Court of Appeals again) 
slapped the FCC last week in a new 
decision. Rebuke came in decision 
which dismissed appeal by Yankee 
Network from Commish decision 
granting power boost to Station 
WMExX, Boston. Northern Corpora- 
tion, operating WMEX, had been 
granted permission to increase juice 
to 5 kw, and protests from Yankee 
stations had been dismissed by Com- 
mish. Yankee then took case to 
Court of Appeals. 

FCC lawyers challenged right of 
court to hear the appeal, and argued 
that Congress in the Communications 
Act contemplated no right of appeal 
from Commish decisions granting 
new or increased facilities when such 
appeals were based on claims of 
existing licensees that they were eco- 
nomically affected. 

‘One of the chief concerns of Con- 
gress was to guard against monop- 
olies and to preserve competition,’ 
Commish said. 

‘It is difficult to understand,’ Court 
decision replied, ‘how this result 
could be achieved by deliberately or 
carelessly licensing sO many new 
competing stations as to destroy al- 
ready existing ones, and possibly the 
newly created ones as well.’ 

Decision was looked upon here as 
spanking FCC legal division for oft- 
repeated statements that existing li- 
censees have no legal right to appeal 
on economic grounds when new li- 
censes or boosted facilities are grant- 
ed for competitors. It is believed 
that economic factor in such cases, 
long belittled by Commish, will take 
on new and vital stature in hearings 
to come. 

‘While the Commission was large- 
ly occupied, in its earlier years, with 
finding qualified licensees and con- 
trolling electrical interference,’ de- 
cision states, ‘now a new problem 
has developed, which is just as im- 
portant as electrical interference and 
which the Commission must meet 
and solve. The rapidly increasing 
number of stations and the resulting 
competition for advertising as well 
as program ‘talent’ has just as dan- 
gerous possibilities as electrical in- 
terference. The public interest re- 
quires not merely that a maximum 
quantity of minimum quality service 


shall be given. If competition 
is permitted to develop to that 
extent, then the larger and more 


effective use of radio in the public 
interest cannot be achieved. 
Non-Reviewable 

‘The method of uncontrolled com- 
petition argued for by the Commis- 
Sion in the present case is in fact 
one way of creating monopolies. If 
it were allowed to go on unre- 
strained, according to its theory of 
non-reviewable arbitrary power, 
nbne but 2 monopoly could 


safely exist and operate in the si 





SS an ninl 


broadcasting field. The Commission 
justified its action in this case, and 
justifies its contention in theory, by | 
assuming that if a chain, operating | 
several broadcasting stations, or a| 


company which owns both news-| 


papers and broadcasting stations, 

able to carry one of them finane ially, 
even though the latter station is not 
able to support itself, then the lat- 
ter connot protest 
tive competition. 

policy 
frighten 
ing 


The result of this 


radio broadcast- 
independent sta- 


from the 
industry any 


resources; and to leave in the field 
only monopolies which were suffici- 


ently supported financially to wi th- | 
stand the destructive competition | 
which might result from arbitrary, 


careless action upon the part of the 
Commission in the granting of new 
station licenses.’ 

Decision dismissed the Yankee ap- 
peal on ground that protesting sta- | 
tions had failed to show that more 


power for WMEX would hurt them | 


financially. 
One lawyer who appeared before | 
Court in the case surnmed it up this | 
way: 
‘Everybody lost. 


work lost on the facts.’ 





Sweeney’s Chief 
Washington, Aug. 22. 


i. 
Warren Sweeney, dean of CBS an- 


nouncers here, was named chief an- 
nouncer of WJSV Thursday (17). 


Sweeney has been with CBS here | 


since 1932. 


. 
| 


S| for the ‘Battle of the Ages,’ 


against destruc- | 


might well be to destroy or | 


The Commission | 
Jost on the law and thé Yankee net- 


STUHLDREHER FOR SALE 








Kaltenborn Shows ’Em 





London, Aug. 22. 

When British Broadcasting 
Corp. invited H. V. Kaltenborn 
to give a powwow in a news 
program (12), it little knew it 
had a hornet in its nest. CBS 
ace commentator spoke for 12 
minutes on 1ews presentation as 
conceived by the U. S. webs, 
and his description of detailed 
on-the-spot coverage of major 
events at home and throughout 
the world made BBC methods 
sound, by comparison, like a dull 
recital of official handouts. 

Broadcast brought many com- 
ments from listeners, who won- 
dered why local news dissemina- 
tion could not be on similar 
vigorous lines. 


ship. 
Prospective setup calls for a three- 


PICKUPS SOME 
PRODUCTION 


to its late hour 
of dance bands. 








Chi Police Set 
Back On Dr. LQ. 


Lottery Charge 





Chicago, Aug. 22. 
Grant advertising agency has prac- 
tically won its fight against the Chi- 
cago police department, which at- 


tempted to stop the Dr. I. Q. quiz | 


show for Mars on the contention that 
it was a lottery and a game of 
chance. 


Master of chancery here last week | 


handed down a decision that in his 
opinion the quiz show was a test of 
skill and not a game of chance. In 
making this decision he upheld the 
injunction obtained by the Grant 
agency restraining the police from 
interfering with the performance of 
the program over the air from lo- 
cal origination in the Chicago thea- 
tre. While the decision may tech- 
nically be changed by the eye 
when it gets the master’s report, 

is considered extremely amas 
that the court will reverse this| 
ruling, 


Also, the Dr. I. Q. show is leaving 


Chicago this week to shift origina-| 


tion point to Pittsburgh. 
the master’s 
portant as setting a precedent should 
a similar question of legality arise 
elsewhere. 


Sloan's 99- Station 
Hookup Is Record 


High for NBC-Blue 





Largest network that has ever pre- 
vailed on the NBC blue is the one of | 
99 stations which 
(W. R. Warner & Co.) has bought 
starting | 
Sept. 30. It will fill the Saturday 8- 
| 8:30 p.m. slot. Quizzer has been do- 


|}ing duty for Vince, another Warner 
|product, during the past several 
months. 


Another big hookup for the 


| (9:30-10). 


Monday night spot on the NBC red 





Small Musical Units 


| 


| Replace WNEW’s Band| 

First unit of musicians which will 
| replace the studio band at WNEW, 
Merle Pitt, 
WNEW 


££. = = 
station 


has been set by 


musical director. 


has had its house crew on an eight-|in one of the serials, ‘Stars Over 
week notice in preparation of break- | Hollywood.’ 
| ing it up and substituting small units ———_-—_—— 
{easier to sell for sponsored shows. ’ 
Large band had never been sold. B Mi 0 

Pitt’s initial group, which will be ergen S ISS- uls 
| used as a quartet or quintet, consists 
of Frankie Froeber, piano; Phil Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Krause, vibraphone; Sammy Frey, Edgar Bergen takes a three-week 
accordion; Michael (Mac) Ceppos,! holiday in Honolulu. but will miss 


fiddle; Dick Kissinger, bass. Other 
; are currently being auditioned. 





| Virgil V. Evans, owner-operator o 
WSPA, Spartanburg, S. C., 
1939 


close of general assembly. 


However, | 
decision is figured im-| 


Slean’s Liniment | 


com- 
ing season is the 106 stations which 


e A ° il > “ 
tion attempting to operate on its own | Tums will use for its ‘Pot of Gold 
stunt on the red link Friday nights 
This account is now in a 


has re- 
turned from state capitol following 


motes, thereby tending 


length. 


All announcers on 


the band has done, personnel, etc. 
In addition, the network is 


not have bands of the 
following one another. 
tate swing, sweet, 
| outfits in successive half-hours. Net 
picks up bands two hours nightly, 
| 11 p.m. to 1 a.m. 


LITIGATION DELAYING 


same 
It will 











Troy, N. Y., Aug. 22 
Coloney Harry C. Wilder’s Troy 
Broadcasting Co. has obtained from 
FCC an extension of its construction 
permit for WTRY until Feb. 27, 1940. 
Postponement of starting date for 
work on transmitter was found nec- 





| essary until the appeals of WOKO- 
JABY, Albany, and Tri-City Broad- 
| easting Company, of Schenectady, 


|are decided. Both seek to block erec- 
tion of a commercial station here. 

| Decision on their appeals to upset 
FCC’s okay of the transmitter 
'been awaited for sometime from 
Court of Appeals of District of Co- 
|lumbia. Harold E. Smith’s Albany 
outlets contend that the new 
station would take advertising rev- 
enue, actual and potential, from 
them. Tri-City, long and unsuccess- 
ful applicant for authorization to 
build in Schenectady, argues that a 
Troy station would interfere with its 


a 


chances. Joseph P. Tumulty is at- 
forccromag for the Schenectady com- 
| pany. 

- —— plans were to open 


| WTRY by Feb. 1, 1938, but litigation 
repeatedly forced postponement of 
construction. FCC gave Wilder and 
local associates a final green light 
last year, 


WFIL, Philly, Contracts 


Philadelphia, 


platters a week for 13 


nia. Six different shows 
in the group, some of them, 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ being 
week serials, while others can 


discontinued at any time. 





show from the island Sept. 3. 
f} shoves off Aug. 23. 
Regulars and guesters will 





the ventriloquist. 


WTMJ here has signatured Harry 
Stuhldreher, U. of Wisconsin athletic 


director and head football coach, to 

Ma Usher i il New ue a G2 gridiron commentary deal and is | 
= offering the former member of Notre | 
Dame's ‘Four Horsemen’ for sponsor- 


a-week schedule continuing through | 
the nine-week Big 10 football season. 


CBS GIVING BAND ..202"s.c8wsses 


Columbia Broadeasting is currently 
adding a few productional touches | 
sustaining pickups 
Idea is to attempt 
to relieve the sameness of such re- 
toward a 


surer hold on listeners and more or 
less training ’em to dial to its wave- 


the WABC, 
N. Y., staff have been given biogra- 
phies of the various crews and have 
been directed to familiarize them- 
selves with the background of each. 
Allows for short comments on what 


ar- 
ranging a pickup routine that will 
style 
ro- 
and sweet-swing 


has | 


Troy 


Flock of Coast Discs, 


Aug. 22. 
Going in heavily for script show S, 
WFIL has inked a termer for 40! 


weeks from 
McGregor Transcriptions of Califor- 
are included 
like 
13- 
be 


Screen player Lila Lee is featured 


s| only two Chase & Sanborn programs. 
Agency will pipe him in on the java 
He 


fill out 
the program, with no substitution for 


“Inside Stuff—Radio 





WTMJ, Chicago, peddling Notre 
Dame Star on Footbath fs a 
Milwaukee, Aug. 22. 


Lewis Allen Weiss, general manager of the Don Lee Network, states that 
regardless of efforts made by NBC to wean away some of Don Lee’s com- 
mercial kid shows for its Pacific links, the former has non-cancellable 
contracts covering the following schedule of juve programs for this fal!- 
‘Orphan Annie’-Ovaltine, ‘Jack Armstrong’-General Mills, ‘Phantom Pilot’- 
Landendorf, ‘Stamp Club’-Ruskets, ‘Lone Ranger’-Weber Bread and ‘David 
Adams'-Lava Soap. 

NBC has tried for the past two years to crack Don Lee’s monopoly of 
sponsored children’s programs. Latest NBC move in that direction was 
to agree to let Ovaltine and General Mills service a westcoast hookup out 
| of San Francisco, from instantaneous platters taken off the NBC 
while the serials were being fed to NBC midwest stations. 
| 
| 








wires 


Douglas Coulter. of CBS _ New York, is editor of a volume of mane 
just published by Whittlesey House ($2.75 
The number of radio a. reaching book form is increasing and | no 
doubt are useful to craftsmen and production people. It does not seem 
likely that ordinary readers will get much kick out of scripts in which 
invariably sound effects are an all-important factor in making them come 
to life. 

In listing om its latest rate card, effective Sept. 15, the various services 
CBS makes available to advertisers, the network failed to include the news 
and public affairs department is headed by Paul White. CBS rates this 
department as supplying sponsors with more service than any of those 
listed. Like NBC's similar department, White's setup supervises all com- 
mercial news and commentator programs. , 


| One half of the 30-minute period seainee ised on Columbia web by General 
Mills will be used by the Knox-Reeves agency and the other 15 minutes 
by Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency. 

BSH will put ‘Carolyn’s Golden Store’ into its 15-minute slot. Knox- 
rg still undecided as to its program which will be for either Bisquick 

r Wheaties. 

Stanley Tlubbard, general manager of KSTP, St. Paul-Minneapolis, has 
advised the agency time buyers through a circular letter that the station, 
which is slated to go 50,000 watts will not raise its rates until it has been 
able to measure its increased audience. The 50,000 kilowatt plant is now 
being installed and Hubbard expects it to be in operation shortly after 
Sept. 1. 

At a WSYR, Syracuse, staff conference with boss Harry Wilder present 
a sample news transcription was played to illustrate a point. One of the 
news items which caused traffic manager Florence Cummings to blush 
was the planted announcement of her engagement to Fred Jeske, anothe: 
staff employe. 

Kansas City’s oldest locally-sponsored program which is conducted by 
Charles Lee Adams, formerly of show biz, ticks YX its seventh milestone 
over WHB this week. Broadcasts before 500 persons every week in audi- 
torium of the sponsor, Jenkins Music Co. Uses kid amateurs. 


Orrin Dunlap, radio editor of the N. Y. Times, has recovered from a 
growth on his windpipe which required an operation. It prevented him 
from fulfilling his date to speak about television at the N. A. B. convention 


NEW TROY STATION) @ Atzatic City tast month. 


NBC has issued a snappy brochure about ‘Information, Please’ and its 
8,000,000 audience of ‘middle brows.’ It spoofs the wisenheimers who 
doped the Canada Dry stanza as too mete in content for popular appeal 

WSPD is still in and definitely be eos ss to Toledo, Ohio, Mis-typograph- 
ically assigned to Florida in a Varirty 


KNX IN TENTATIVE 
DEAL WITH AFRA 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 
Columbia’s KNX and American} 
| Federation of Radio Artists got to- | 
igether on an agreement governing 

| wage scales and working cate 4 

for writers, directors, announcers and | 
|sound effects men, subject to ap- | 


item last issue. 


‘Hornet Staying 


As Is; ‘Not Aimed 
At Younger Kids’ 





| proval by CBS home office anid | 

| AFRA national board. I. B. Korn- Detroit, Aug. 22 

| z1um, AFRA counsel, is taking the Although recent VARIETY survey 

contract east for submission to Fed-} among parents showed a majority 

eration board. | opposing the ‘Green Hornet’ serial, 
Donald Thornburgh, Coast CBS| WXYZ here contemplates no 


head, handied 
network station. 


| Sheehan Again Drafted 
For Minn. State Fair 


St. Paul, 
Drafted for the second 
| year, Al Sheehan 
| Bureau manager, 
reins as Director 


negotiations for the|changes in presentation or script of 
ithe thrice-weekly show, which re- 
| volves around a newspaperman’s wat 
|on ‘criminals within the law’. 
| According to H. Allen Campbell, 
| general manager of WXYZ, which 
| ships the ‘Hornet’ to an indie hookup 
Aug. 22 lalmost rivaling station’s ‘Lone 
successive | Ranger’ serial, ‘Hornet’ was designed 
WCCO Artists’ | primarily for men listeners and old- 
will take over the|er kids. As such, WXYZ officials 
of Entertainment | feel that show's more intricate plots 
for the Minnesota State Fair, Aug.| and presentation should not be al- 
26-Sept. 5. | tered because a minority of young- 
Sheehan first took over the job just} er kids listen in. Serial hasn’t been 








before the 1938 Fair, when the then| directed at latter element, according 

|director died suddenly. This year|to Campbell, and station believes 

ithe State Fair Board petitioned|few are affected one way or an- 
WCCO to loan ’em Sheehan again othe 

—_—_——____ | Meanwhile, WXYZ is all set to 

R di y | r 0 | break ground for its new five-kilo- 

a 10 € tel ts wn | watt transmitter, which will be 


}erected on a 17-acre plot near De- 
| troit. Plans are all drawn, await- 
jing only okay of FCC on boost to 
5,000 wattage. Will take about six 
weeks for completion of transmitter. 


Dallas, Aug. 22. 
KRLD, Times-Herald station, dra- 
matically came to the aid of one of | 
its artists last week. 





Marian Snyder, Stamps Quartet 
pianist, needed unusual type three Blossom Leaves Radio 
blood for transfusion after he had 


his tonsils out. KRLD broadcast ap- Indianapolis, Aug. 22. 


peal, and within 30 minutes 50 resi-| Roy E. Blossom, manager of ra- 
dents responded. j} dio station WFBM, Indianapolis, 





since 1931, leaves the broadcasting 
industry to return to the electric 
utility business. This follows take- 
over of station by Jesse L. Kauf- 


Finally Got ’Er 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 





Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. Charles | man. 
Laughton) has finally yielded to Blossom gets position as secretary 
radio, and treasurer of the Indiana Electric 


She faces dat ol’ 
the first time on 
Sept. 21 


debbil mike 
Kraft Music 


for | association, which is composed of all 
Hall | electric utility companies in the 
state. 
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CBS RECORD NIGHT OF GAB 


a + 





What, No Stars? 


It was during a meeting of the executive committee of a major 
manufacturing combine that the chairman asked the v.p. in charge of 
advertising how he was coming along with his radio campaign for 
the coming season. ‘Well,’ began the ad man, ‘you know we're going 
in for spot broadcasting exclusively this time. We've bought news 
periods, chainbreaks, participation programs .. .’ 

‘Yes, yes,’ broke in the chairman, ‘but who are the stars?’ 

‘We've also,’ continued the v.p., ‘bought time signals, 
yeports.. 

Again the chairman interrupted. ‘But who are our stars?’ 

The advertising v.p. was abashed for the moment and kept staring 
at the campaign report that his ad agency had just turned in, and 
which had appeared to him as representing one of the most sound and 
effective buys for the money fhat he had ever heard of. 

‘Well?’ asked the chairman. 

‘I’m sorry,’ remarked the ad man, 

‘What, no stars?’ echoed the chairman. Mumbling to himself, ‘no 
stars,’ the chairman picked up his papers and left the conference room. 
He had been deprived of a staple topic of conversation which had been 
his consistently for years at social gatherings and on the commuters’ 
special, namely, the stars that his company had on the air. 

Editors Fill In for Flannery, but on 


NBC SELLING TTS ore 
CHAINBREAK __,....... sis. 
TIME 


cation of Harry Flannery, who con- 


weather 


‘there are no stars.’ 








CUFFO SUBS 


ducts a six-day-a-week ‘Views on 
the News’ for Marvel ciggies over 
KMOX, editors of the Globe-Demo- 
crat, an a.m, rag, and the only paper 
in town not owning a radio station, 


NBC, with a minimum of fanfare, | ee [a aa peeidd 
has gone in for selling chainbreak | 7 2 ¢rose and Bancroft Wells were 
announcements on its managed and | the sasine 
owned stations. It represents a radi- | — ine the firet week of Pian- 
cal shift in policy. The American anew'a absence. George Grissey, of 
Association of Advertising Agencies | ,) P. Richard Evert. per Trans-Radio, 
has consistently condemned the in- and Robert Hereford, of INS, each 
sertion of spot announcements by| made iwo appearances. All of the 


local stations between network com- 
mercials, but the association's cam- 
paign has had little effect. Stations 
have contended that the 20 or 30- 
second span between network pro- 
xzrams is theirs to do as they please. 


subs worked cuffo. 


N. Y. Hotels Reflect 
Fair’s B.0. Flop; Feel 
Out Radio on Duebills 


In the case of NBC's new policy, 
care will be exercised in the length 
of the announcement so as not to 
cause any confusion in the listener's 
mind as to the identity of the suc- 





. f Ty . P a Se 
ceeding, or preceding, network pro- Lid on duebills for New York 
gcam’s sponsor. New policy also calls hotels has started to come off as far 
foc a higher rate for chainbreak an-' ss broadcasters are concerned. For 


nouncemenits on red (WEAF) link 
m. & o.’s than for those running on 
blue (WJZ) network on m. & 0.’'s. 


the first time since the local hostel- 


ries, in anticipation of big business 


NBC is not referring to these be-| during the N. Y. World's Fair, last 
iween-program blurbs as chainbreak | spring sidetracked the exchange 
announcements. It calls them ‘ser- | paper device, station reps are being 


vice announcements.’ requested by one New York hotel to 
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6FAL COMME 
SHOWS 899 


| 





Only Two Programs in 7-11 
P.M. Stretch Will Have 
Music—To Set Record as 
Talkiest Night on Any 
Network’s Commercial 


Schedule 


KATE SMITH INTERLUDE 


What gives promise of taking No. 
1 rating as the talkiest night on the 
alr for any network is the commer- 
cial program schedule which CBS 
has linked up for Fridays this fall. 
This same schedule, or at least one 
program in it, may result in chang- 
ing the status of Friday night as a 
sort of stagewait in network enter- 
tainment. The Kate Smith show, 
one of the CAB high-raters, is slated 
to take over the 8 to 9 spot. 

As for the palaver dominance of 
Columbia's Friday night bill, there 
are interludes of music only in two 
of the eight programs that extend 
from 7 to 11 p.m., while one of the 
shows, Philip Morris, which features 
a band, devotes almost half of its 
30 minutes to a dramatice sketch and 


shows. 
Following is an analysis of the talk 
ratio of the evening’s programs, with 





the latter listed in schedule order 

and the figures representing minutes: 
Program Time Talk 
Amos ‘n’ Andy..... 15 15 
uum & Abne) 15 15 
PROT. Giizikicccccce: ae 30 
Kate Smith 60 40 
Phil. Morris se ae 15 
First Nighte) a: 30 
Dr. Christian . ao 30 
Bob Ripley......... 30 25 
Totals ». 240 200 

Perce@ntage 6.sssisd vee 83% 


Lohr Taking Big 





- -- SS a 








+ 


ALK 





other talk The two with musical 
interludes are the Kate Smith and | i 
the Robert Ripley ‘(Crown Cola) 








of Texaco show, 


Shell Oil's Libel Suit Threat Again 
Brings Up Station Liability Question 


+ 








Fooling the Public Montreal, Aug. 22. 
Threat of libel action by the Shell 

| Oil Co. against station CKAC, on ac- 
York last night (Tuesday) hov- | count of an attack specifically nam- 
ering around 85 degrees, George 


| 
! 
“at “ali |}ing the company in a talk sponsored 
Putnam, on CBS’ ‘So This Is_ | —s ~ 
| 
| 


| 
With the temperature in New | 


Radio’ program, gave weather by the Retail Merchants Assn., has 
reports over CBS net that de- again brought question of liability of 
scribed the city’s temp as 10 de- | broadcasters into the open. 


grees above zero. : , 

Putnam wrapped himself up | Shell Oil last week agreed te 
in mittens, mackinaw, etc., and |withdraw charges against station 
did his stint from the refrigera- |CKAC after being given free time in 
Hi _— of the Waldorf-Astoria |which to correct the impression 
stats given by the Retail Merchants, who 

| periodically attack various large 

’ corporation policies as inimical to 
e€Xacd . 3 the interests of French-Canadians. 

e 

ne | For Quebec, has ruled that radio sta- 

tions are not responsible for opin- 

ions expressed by time-buyers and 

(5 Half 4 jhas stated that sponsors only are 

ast I. 

| But broadcasters have for some 

itime been eager to have the ques- 

ition of liability definitely settled 
through some test case via courts. 











Premier Duplessis, who is also at- 
torney general for the Province of 
|liable in any damage action arising 
'from a broadcast. 


Hollywood, Aug. 22 
Texaco is running up a staggering 
music bill for the Hollywood half of 
its Star Theatre this fall 





: is . Kenny | 
Baker draws $2,000 a program on an | 
| exclusiv e contract; Frances Langford ‘ 


is down for $1,500, and David Broek- 
calls 


man’s musical 
$2,500. 

Buchanan agency has not yet de- | 
cided whether to engage a band to | 
background the dramatics in the New 


setup for anothe: 


FOR PEPSI-COLA 


York section, or keep the line open | a 
for the Broekman theme and woe Pepsi-Cola was reported yester- 
ludes. Figured that the line would 


day (Tuesday) as interested in en- 
gaging Al Jolson for a half-hour va- 
riety show on one of the networks 
; this fall. Jolson is currently in New 
maké @| York, The account recently went to 
Baker | Newell-Emmett, Inc. 
for the Other applicants for the business 
Jell-O program, same arrangement| were Lord & Thomas McCann- 
as last season. Rub then was that Erickson, Geyer Cornell & Newell 
Benny wouldn't allow his tenor to do | ang Benton & Bowles 
his dumb stooging routine on ‘ 


the | 
Texaco show. Benny has auditioned | 


etplacement but ene up with noth: | BIOCK S Swing Session 
ing desirable. ° 
Back on Air Sept. 12 
With Ballroom Adjunct 


Tony Stanford is still juggling an 


cost around $1,000, which may be a 
saving Over engaging a crew just for 
the dramatics. 

Jack Benny is trying to 
deal with Buchanan whereby 
would be made available 





offer from Buchanan to produce the | 
N. Y. dramatics. Il]ness in his family 
may force him to forego earlier 
deal with J. Walter Thompson agency 
to head the London radio office. Ed 
bet etagee has arrived from the east to 

vhip into shape the Hollywood half 


an 


| Swing iad hich were aired 
every Sunday morning from the Cri- 
terion theatre, New York, by Martin 


, which he produces. | Biock’s Make-Believe-Ballroom over 

| Jack Runyon, Coast radio head fo) WNEW,N. Y., will be renewed start 

ana will ‘ > > business | : > ' ee 

| Bachess . ill * perry the usine ing Sept. 12, but will be shifted to 

de ai sO 1é pl an . _| tuesday evenings at the Manhattan 

With Ken Murray and another | Cenier, N.Y. Criterion shows were 
comic, now being sought, drawing 


| western 
| $10,000 a week over 


- . . . P i » | — 
Manager for one of NBC’s m. & o.| find out w hether their clients would 
cutlets reported over the past week- | like to swap food and hoard for | fu 10 Or 
end that, within 48 hours after send-| time. The Belmont Plaza, one of the 
ing out notice to ad agencies that his Hitz chain, is the hotel making the | 
slation would accept chainbreak an- offer, : 
nouncements, every one available The hotel is interested _ io | ilia es ee 
was gobbled up. located around the Great Lakes, the | 
Another NBC m. & o. policy change | Middle Atlantic states as fa south | 
is that which makes WJZ and WEAF, | 88 Baltimore, and all of New Eng- | 
the New York key outlets, available ; land. The reps have been asked to | Lenox Lohr has designated Studio | 
for commercial transcriptions at any | advise their stations that they can | H, the largest in NBC’s Radio City | 
hour of the day or night. Use of | make their own propositions, how | plant, for his meeting with blue | 
these had previously been confined to much time they want to make avail- | (WJZ) network affiliates Aug. 29. 
early a.m. periods. able and how they want to handle | All the supplementaries taking blue 
the hotel's plugs. | programs have been included in the | 
: : — a — invitation. It is understood that the 
First Time in Frisce network will offer to switch around 
San Francisco, Aug. 22 RADIO MISSED OUT ON the local option periods, providing 
For first time in their history t} echedule not made avail- | 
KPO and KGO aré accepting statio: le to Mutual commercials. 


both 


are 


COAST TRAIN CRASH) “ 


break announcements. Outlets, 
managed and operated by NBC, 


now available for 20-word plugs at : ; 99 
, 00 San Francisco, Aug. 22 
regular gross rate charged for 100- 

. . 4 eae » Ofte ¢ Gay 
word announcements in special Cri of streamliner ‘City of Sa: 
periods. Frane sco’ in Nevada de sert, m le 

Four sponsors have iened KPO 


. . : from telephone wires, 
contracts immediately after the news 


for radio's special event boys. Sal 


was released (Aug. 17). They in- 

clude Van Camp Sea Food (through | Lake and Reno stations passed it up. 
Emil Brisacher), Fuller Paints KSFO, San Francisco, sent promotion 
(through McCann-Erickson), Fla-| manager Bob Drumm, announcer Tro 
mingo Nail Polish (through ares ‘and engineer Doc Howard on 
Buchanan & Co.) and Procter & | all-night ride to scene of wreck. 


Gamble. Advertisers may buy no| Trio’s 
more than four breaks a day and 
must place them at least an hour 
away from competing programs 


plan to broadcast from 
spot via private Southern Pacific 
wire was nixed when telephone com- 
pany cited FCC rules. 
tricity prevented making transc! P 


“ tions, so group took their notes a 
Ona Munson Succeeds equipment to Carlin, picked up town 
coroner for an interview and cut ¢ 


Claire Trevor for Rinso 
Aug. 22. 


me airmailas! 
record there. Record was alrmatics 


Hollywood, to San Francisco and aired by KSFO 


After weeks of auditioning, role Tuesday morning (15). 
of Lorelei, yommane lead in Edward Prospecting later in bushes neai 
G. Robinson's ‘Big Town’ for Rinso, | crash, Drumm found blackjack €vi- 
was finally won by Ona Munson. dently tossed away by saboteurs, and 
Claire Trevor had the part fi ed up special Postal Telegré line 
€ral sé isons © ive KSFO coop on the 


wasn't so good | 


Lack of elec- | 


eeting is slated to 10 a.m. 


open at 


| sestusdied among the events is a 
iluncheon and aé_ television tour 

Gathering was arranged after blue 

affiliates voiced a protest against the 
i current setup of local option period 


convention of the National 


ters in At- 


during the 
| Association of Bi 
\lantic City last 
| Lohr 
| call attention to the 
up of business on 
coming fall 


o2acas 
montn. 

the ion to 
substantial pick- 
the blue for the 


will also use occas 


the | 


Unknown Gets Top 
Spot in Oboler Play 


Lew Denis, an unknown to Eng- 


lish speaking radio, will have the 
lead in ‘Love Siory e Arch 
Oboler play in that series on the 
NBC-Red Sept. 2 
Danis i rrently orkir in a 
i ly I occ & G € ] l- 
é t } ] Ml } 
V¢ 


discontinued a year ago last spring 

Block will combine his broadcasts, 
| which WNEW will carry 8-9 p.m., 
with dances for which a 55c gate will 


pay on the Coast end, estimated that 

half will cost oiler around 
1 

al 


. y be charged. Hoofing will continue 
| ¢ M S each week till 1 a.m. Broadcast it- 
ewis ULOps utua elf will be free to M-M-B-Swing 


"lsahy 2 
Club wishing 


to arm 


Consressonal Poll On =| (282, membership, but those 
‘Best News’ Purveyor sczrezatea. pe tan 


with tickets 
Count Basie 
and a number of smaller gro ips will 


wachinet . ov tee it off. 
Vi ‘ ; ry). A e 
for Fulton Lewis, Jr th 20 More Stations 
In a poll of members of Con: i; 
ind Clon camuscahiber thes For Eliot Roosevelt 
lieve gives best national news, 39% ——— 
of solons picked Le wis on top. Rat Effective Sept. 2, the news com- 
ings, a & mpiled DV Mutual, sh wed mentary program ‘of Elliot Roose- 
| Le vs 9 70 oe re " ew ” C velt, sponsored by Emerson Radio 
Hin 1%: ‘Ba xu, € : 5°; 7 a A] —  monogiant: = WOR-Mutual 
“5 iF ie se, : 4 will pick up 20 more stations which 
arner, 8%. .. .., | Will carry it to the west and mid- 
E Hiott Roosevelt ran seventh, but! weg Heretofore the program has 
didn’t get enough votes to figure 17! been confined to the eas t and Tex : 
percenta ge raline W Chicago: CKLW. Detroit- 
sane Win 4 or ; WFIL, Philadelphia; 
Schillin Held W DGY, Minneapolis; WWSW, Pitts- 
burgh, and 15 stations of the Cali- 
. fornia Don Lee net will be added, 
A. B. Schillin. v.o. in charge of| Series is currently carried by WOR, 
sales for WAAT. Jersey City, has| New York; WAAB, Boston: WOL, 
been given a new five-year contract,| Washington, and the Texas State net, 
which takes the place of the one-year | 7:15-7:30 p.m. That time stays except 
pact | t last Januar: WGN, WFIL, CKLW, and the 
Schillin was part owner of the for- | Don Lee net, which will get a repeat 
mer Bess & Schiilin aven t 16-10:15 p.m. eastern time 
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THE FOUR STAR NEWS 
With Graham MacNamee, H. R. 

Baukhage, Bill Stern, Nola Lux- 

ford 
15 Mins. 

Palmer Bros. Matresses 

Sun.,, 5:15 p.m. 

WIZ, NBC-Blue, N. Y. 
(Tucker Wayne & Co.) 

Idea behind this newly sponsored 
newscast evidently is to present the 
four most popular features of a daily 
newspaper within 15 minutes. That's 
‘rowding a lot into small space, with 


the result that the tee-off broadcast | 


(20) was dull and uninspired for the 
major part of its air period. 


Graham MacNamee m.c.s and pre- | 


sents general news; Baukhage ema- 
nates from Washington with news of 
the Capitol and international affairs; 
Nola Luxford presents the women's 
angle in the headlines, while Bill 
Stern is on sports, 

Program got a rather dull start 
from MacNamee; he told about Sat- 
urday’s (19) rainstorm, 
and the milk strike in sing-song 
fashion. There was absolutely no 
spark in his chatter, though it may 


be the sponsor’s (mattresses) idea 
not to awaken anybody. Baukhage 


detailing Washington's reaction to the 


mounting crisis in Europe, picked up | 


the pace considerably. An experi- 
enced Capitol journalist (he was for- 
merly one of the editors of the 
United States News), Baukhage has 
also had considerable experience on 


local radio as a news commentator. | 
He's something on the order of H. V.| 
Kaltenborn, though side-stepping any | 


over-dramatics. 


; ; : a 'so this emphasis on the ‘foist’ could Seymour (announcer) 
race 4 Stopped again with Nola have been overlooked ‘8 stasicat 
about Mary Pickford and Buddy | li = ~ 4 S56 ye oS Seatk o sie nai 
aes ‘* : : ‘ } Liattis, eter: ‘ e g ties, , » GAS p 4 
Rogers; the marriage of Brian Aherne| Wichi Start thinking up a, litte | Monday, 8 p.m 


of ‘Tarzan’ Weismuller. It sounded 
like so much balderdash coming 
after Baukhage’s dissertation on the 
seriousness of Europe's affairs. She 
was on a Gereral Motors radio fash- 
ion show a few years ago. 

Bill Stern’s staccato sports talk, 


taken up chiefly with baseball scores, | 


gave the program a comparatively 
fast windup. It sounded like ma- 
chine-gun fire in a still night. 

With three commercials spotted, 
program is too heavy on sponsor- 
plugging. All the comforts and 
prices of the mattresses are extolled. | 


f it continues as is, the program | 


will undoubtedly be well-slept. Scho. 


— | 


|his N. Y. World’s Fair sideshow has 


JESSICA DRAGONETTE 

Songs 

30 Mins. 

Thursday 8 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
Away from radio for some time} 


ette returned on a ‘Welcome Jessica’ 
aiving which included short congrat- 
ulatory talks by Lenox Lohr, prez 
of NBC, and Orrin Dunlap, 


editor of the New York Times. Gra-| Walt 


ham 
Sanford, NBC conductor, directed a 
house band. It was a one-time pro- 
motional shot. 

Program proved a listenable half- 
hour, teed off by a classical 
tion directed by Sanford. Miss 
Dragonette covered a nice range in 
good voice, using ‘I Poured My Heart 
Into a Song,’ ‘I Dream Too Much’ 
and ‘Can’t You Hear Me Calling, 
Caroline,’ latter augmented by a 
choral background: 

Lohr and Dunlap didn’t take too 


much time, the former expressing his | 


pleasure at Miss Dragonette’s return 


and Dunlap telling of her early radio | 
Javs and the reason for her layoff. | 


MacNamee’s comment was adequate. 


‘THE BORDEN MURDERS’ 


With Beatrix Lehmann, Finlay Cur- | 


rie, Thelma Paige, Esmee Gullan, 


sryan Herbert, Jack Lester, Helen 


Henschel and Sydney Keith 


forest fires | 


| 

: | 

on a concert tour, Jessica Dragon- | 
| 


MacNamee m. c.’d and Harold | after the son of Harold Bel! Wright 


selec- | 


| *ASK-IT-BASKET’ 

With Jim McWilliams 

30 Mins.. Thurs.. 8 p.m. EDST 
| COLGATE DENTAL 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Benton & Bowles) 

This is a returner for Jim McWil- 
liams with his academic style of Pigg: 
| quiz show, offering the same $25, $10 (Marscha & Pra 

and $5 prizes to three of the four Enna Jettick teste vu his IM 

contestants, and the (studio | bination, plus Bud Hulick as m.c., as 


D’ARTEGA MUSIC 

With Jimmy Shields, the 
Rosamond Ames 

Band, Songs 

15 Mins, 

ENNA JETTICK SHOES 

Sun., 5 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


Noc semen, 





‘class’ 


audience)? chiming in with the cor- | aq half hour program on WABC, CBS 
rect answers when one of the com-!/N, yY. key, last season for 13 weeks 
petitors falls down The setup as it now stands is much 

Now of familiar pattern, the re- | more compact and makes a pleasant 
turn of the Colgate Dental show to quarter-hour of entertainment of a 
|the air for another semester is sus- | late Sunday afternoon It’s packed 


tained only by the m.c.’s profession- 
ally good-humored spieling, plus, of 
course, just how the sales graphs 
interpret the show's popularity. Ap- 


with a well-chosen assor 
current melodies and sells itself ef- 
fectively all along the line. This in- 
cludes the brief sales palaver of the 


ment of 


parently the results in the past have | stanza’s shoe stylist, Rosamond | Strike Hit Parade Saturday night! 
been good, because the entire CBS | Ames. 1419), neatly handling her two as-| 
web of 61 stations, including eight D'Artega’s outstanding arrange- | signments. She’s a happy addition 
from the Rockies to the Pacific, are | ment for the oceasion was framed | to’ the program, contrasting nicely 
linked up for the McWilliams show. | around ‘Sunrise Serenade,” while | with the voices of Lanny Ross and 
| Considering the $50 cash outlay | Jimmy Shields, one of the better | the Merry Macs (4). However. she 
and the free toothpaste to those |romantic tenors on the networks, /eould conceivably be used more 
whose questions are used, it’s aj|lent much femme appeal! to the show loften than the two numbers she 
|cheanie for the sponsor that un- | by way of ‘I Poured My Heart Into | rated on this airing. Did the open- 
|doubtedly gets extra-value results | a Song’ and ‘Only a Rose.’ es : : : 


for such modest investment. 
McWilliams’ returner was marked 


for other current pop tunes and 
by (1) an unusually colorless quar- 


helped fade out the program with a 


tet of contestants, two femme and | hymn, ‘Abide with Me.’ | 
two male. and (2) by what is a de- Enna Jettick has a hookup of 80- | 
parture for this type of m.c.ing— | odd stations for this one Odec. 
lthe mild ribbing of the machinist- —————— 

contestant’s pronunciation of ‘foist.’ 

| There have been oceasions on audi- | ‘TUNE-UP TIME’ 

}ence shows when moronic mikesters | With Tony Martin, Kay Thompson | 


| were even wider open for a nifty 


Rhythm Singers, David CLaughtiin, 
from m.c.s who refrained, however, 


Andre Kostelanets Orchestra, Dan 


| switcheroo on the formula. It’s now | WABC-CBS, New York 


|pretty stylized. The idea of the (B. B. D. & QO.) 

| ask-it-basket is no longer new, and} Returning after a short summer | 
|hi professionally warm manner Of | layoff (21), this stanza has made | 
|shepherding the show isn’t quite | mc. room for Tony Martin and also | 


enough. allots him some singing chores. Mar- 


The commercial plugs are held in| tin’s singing is on the right side of 


The Norsemen (4) joined the band | 





Follow-Up 


Weduesday, August 23, 


1939 





Judy Talbot, now regularly on 
| WGN-Mutual wires, and particularly 
jon the ‘Your Sunday Date’ show, is 
|showing remarkable improvement 


—2 
C 
omment 
; Thanksgiving Day leftovers 
turkey jobber was against the idea 


| beeause turkey growers required 4 
/much cool weather as possible fi; 


Formerly a_ rather’ thin-tonstlled | the gobblers to fatten up; they don't 
canary, she now evidences newly | eat so heartily or take on weight jy 
tuned pipes that are several tones | warm weather. A calendar manufac. 


'lo ver than her previous pitch 
| stead of sticking to strictly rhythm 
|and boop-a-doop songs, Miss Talbot 
i has switched to the bett musical 
|comedy numbcxrs and i performing 
them with a sureness of tone and a 
firm quality, 





Bea Wain slipped into the Lucky 


er ‘Over the Rainbow’ and ‘Stairway 
ito the Stars’ near the finale, both 
adaptable to her style. 

Lanny Ross and the Macs, backed 
by the exceptional arrangements of 


the Mark Warnow-directed studio 
orchestra, got over in their usual 
swell style. Ross did the No. 1 tune 
for the week, ‘Moon Love.” Macs 
socked home ‘Beer’ Barrel’ and 


latter weaved in as relief from 
popular stuff. Announcer on 
show had a particularly bad 
tripping himself often. It was 
of those nights for him. 


the 
the 
time, 
one 


Europe is hovering on the brink 
of war and America still has 10.000,- 


000 people unemployed, but these 
two stark circumstances have ap- | 
parently not lessened in the least 


the predilection of many U. S. citi- 
zens to work themselves into a 





| reasonable restraint. Abel. the ledger, but his verbal stint is 
| scoarieamianin strictly wasted time. Hooola about | 
e . 4 — , always wanting to sing with Kostela- | 
ae edie SEEMS netz, and the coy references to the | 

wy Severe, . sponsor, are the kind of thing that 
30 Mins.. Thurs.. 8:50 p.m. EDST > gals whe dish up Soaking racines 
| PALMOLIVE SHAVE ; : 








during the daytime specialize in. For 

WABC-CBS, New York a show of this calibre, the jabber is 
(Benton & Bowles) a drawback 

John Hix's ‘Strange as It Seems’ Martin’s position as .1.c. is none 


has a better chance on the air than | too enviable at that 


silent throughout 


Pee 
NRostelanetz is 


(when he does ge 
| been doing. It may even par Hix’s|in a rare word here and there the 
vogue in his syndicated cartoon strip | accent is a iittle cumSersomes. David 
and via his shorts. The potentiali- | Laughlin, a new tenor sings one 
ties are there. Fertility of material |number quickly and ts off. That 


alone will restrict it. 

Sample of this was evidenced at 
its Thursday night (17) premiere, a 
t 


leaves Martin talking to Kav Thomp- 
son, or to Dan Seymour vho imme- 
diately lets go a blast). or to 


’ 
saies 


spotty proceeding. The Paul Revere | himself. Maybe the m.c. part of it 

; dramalet was a shade too static: Mr. | had best be forgotten i | 

. | and Mrs. Gilbert Wright's talking As a singer, however, Martin has | 
radio | sound effects from Hollywood (which poise and fine delivery. He fits into | 


Disney recently took over, this end best The m.c. business is 


makeshift and, therefore, largely | 


| first debuted it on an pointless. | 


NBC sus- 
| tainer) 


was betier; the dead man Kostelanetz’s musie is pretty much 

| who piloted his plane back behind under wraps, if the onrening stanza 
the French lines was also somewhat | js to be a fair sample of what’s to | 

yf a letdown: and the linking of follow. That’s somewhat unfortu- 

Haley’s comet with the birth and| nate, too. There’s altogether too 

death of Samuel L. Clemens (Mark | much singing, with he Thompson 
|} Twain) picked it un again. aggregation, or Martin, or L 


wughlin 


’ 
As the title implies, its gamut is | chiming in continually Kostelanetz | 


| elastic The ghost story formula|really had _ only ye chanee—on | 
seems to be most dominant, how- | Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ — and when the 
}ever, for no other reason, perhaps. | studio audience spotted it they broke 
than that the mike technique best | into cheers. That should be a cue 
encourages such melodramatic dis- | While Kostelanetz’s style no longer 
coursing is the novelty it once was, it never- 
Th it sh rnuild be switched. Fithie theless is grade A Ww lemanship ind 
and saltier sidelights should punc-|as such deserves elbow room. Any 
tuate it. There are plenty of Hixims | house band can rip out simple back- 


that could lend themselves to proper 


ground music. 
interruption of 


| 
| 
| 
| 





the tempo. The As a whole the program has fine 
nlanting of the oddity about the ex- | ingredients, but poor yroduction 
tent of gold-per-person is an illus- | evaluations are maki s tt a hybrid 


tration, with the answer coming as 


Let Martin sing, not resd 
a finale tonner 


Oilerplate, 














and let Kostelanetz play, and not 
. . »¥ . Tat r? . 2 i 
Dramatic Reconstruction Show pattern replete with pos- | simply hammer out chords for back- 
4. Mins | sibilities, combining the educational, | sround. That’s standard, but at least 
Thursday, 9:30 p.m. melodramatic and novel with the | not hodge-podge Edga. | 
BBC. London |eerie and the metaphysical. Those | eaindinitanans | 
N ~ver-solved mwvstery of the brutal | 2°° * nough elements to insure audi- 
killing of Mr ‘and Mrs. Andrew Bo __| ence appeal for enough listeners, BREEZING ALONG | 
den at Fall River Mass. i 1892 -_ Worst shortcoming were those | With Vicky Colamario, Melody Men, 
a md " fy rt we aa Z ‘di ks 45\ commercial plugs for Palmolive Vic Campbell, Gordie Randall's 
serve “oO n * ¢ ide 2g eve ‘ . : 
ace ’ l . . ~ 0 ~! sae — € ‘he brushless and shay ing cream. Alois Band | 
ee th: BUY Bee ne yy — . ‘ ‘| Havrilla spiels the proceedings and | 30 Mins.; Local 
nd + os Be ee i t} “7 Pa sy ive for live-talent interrupters. like | Sustaining 
Al in Whatsl tn yon . 3 OMONWES- | the Gilbert Whites from the Coast, | WGY, Schenectady 
Aiwyn Whatsiey s script was neither! the ras rT stack daramatic > > : 
play nor plain narrative, but intro- 08 rhe satte ae eee ‘Breezing Along’ does rahe 
duced the matin characters of the af- ra Wh ta ‘ oa + fr es their ceca, in well f eS sUMmmC! er , th a 
fair. though mixine th See TE Pies Raney. Sern itiee ; limited budget and warmup. Occa- 
: 6n mixin le CrOSS-e€xaMl- | basic novelty, was tne brief but wel- | .; lly lutte: f ' nal 
nations to give continuity and un-| eome ‘nse of pace with some pene = i] “th ee ae ee ee 
; i « vi e arfarnr v ut 1 the ) la i ry rY 
fold the sequence of events. This} music Otherwise the half-hour ee nh AP ie aes ti ‘ M be = 
way it made grivving dramatic en-| show is solid gab Abel 7 ye i's can opi “i hiss Go. 
tertainment. and allowed the listen- suse . ere © 2G bce me phe 
. *aihead nies be: dividual innings. Randall even joins 
*c to do what the jurv was unable in punchline warbling. a la Lou 
. te Fs . ~ , . he a ’ ro 1 € VW ) i Vi 
to—pin the guilt with reasonable} THYRA SAMTER WINSLOW Holtz’s ‘C . a tae , 
: ; ne Ree oltz’s ‘O Sole Mio’ on Vallee Hour. 
certainty. | Commentator C: hel hes ; 
a Dh . ‘ ae ne 115 Mins vampbell writes, produces and em- 
Conviction and sincerity of the; 19 Mins. cees the show. althouzh on one shot 
roerai 98 pr : , | Sustaining eels net ft Mead ae ce ae Te 
prosram was greatly aided by the ; . heard Announcer Al Gill (Zink) 
studied acting of Beatrix Lehmann | Tues.-Wed.-Fri., 11:15 a.m, paced it zippily = | 
as Lizzie Borden. centrepiece of the | WOR, New York One quirk for which listeners may | 
notorious. tragedy. The circum-| Thyra Samter Winslow's cosm0-| not particularly care is the ‘comedy’ 
stance of her long interrogations) politan background as a writer is a|by an Irish ‘philosopher.’ He’s the | 
was given almost rhythmic intensity | promising buildup to this thrice-| ysual brogue-affecting stage 


by a simple vhrase of ‘No, sir,’ re-| weekly sustainer, Ostensibly a pro- 
peated azain and again in a delib-| 
per- 
Esmee Gullan, in 


erate tone in answer to her 
sistent examiner. 
character as. the _ Irish 


diction of Jack Lester as the quiz 


zer well conveved the untiring de- | : 
termination of the law to vrobe the} the kitchen to discussion of ‘Wizard 


serving | ing 
woman, scored many points. and the| 


i man with a bunch of old, elemental 
gram for comments of notable inter-| jokes and stories. No one has clicked | 


est to ‘women, Miss _Winslow’s|as an Irish comic in American radio: 
initialer yesterday (Tuesday) morn-|this one probably will not break the 
i was a rambling, meaningless | rule. 4 | 
| talk that only sketched her major Miss Colamario, a WGY standard 
-| premise. ; pops nicely with the band. Melody 

She ran the gamut of topics, from] Men harmonize smoothly. Could fill 





| 





j th a bigger spot. Instrumental ‘com- | 
affair to its depth. An introduction | of Oz’ (M-G), which opened at the| ment,’ to recitation of strange facts | 
and summing un, together with con-| Capitol. ’. Y., Thursday (17). In line|by Campbell, is a mild n velty. | 
nectin® remarks, were handled with| with the carelessly prepared pro-|Campbell ‘translates’ the rausical | 
~“oneomv of words by Rupert T.} gram, Miss Winslow mentioned the] talk, sometimes necessarily. Randall's 
Gould. but the nattern of anestinn! picture as opening at the Cap on|smaller unit gets in hot licks. His is 
na ancwer itself develoned its own | ‘Monday.’ a capable outfit, considering many 
>» of the eccurrence for the She invites listeners to write her;types of music it plays. Campbell 
listener. |suggesting t yDics for discussion. emcees conipe ! Jaco 


| but it 


Irish- | giraffes made any noise at all. 


tradition. Deferring to the wishes 
of department store operators, 
President Roosevelt has announced 
that he is thinking of proclaiming 
Nov. 23 as Thanksgiving Day in- 


| stead of Nov. 30, and WOR, Newark, 


last Friday night (18) invited 


per- 


| sons with conflicting points of view 
;} on the proposal to speak up 


They 
did, for 15 minutes. The arguments 
stressed the economic angle, rather 
than the traditional 

A housewife said the change was 
okay with her because it would give 


the family more time to e@a » the 
DINAH SHORE 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thurs., 6:15 p.m, 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
Dinah Shore ranks with the bes 
vocalists broadcasting has to oifei 


imbued with warmih and 
which is coupled to an 


Voice is 
flexibility 


appealing, distinctive sty!e and good 
arrangements. Enunciation also rates, 


it being clear the 
tempos. 

She covers a wide range, too 
When caught she handled ‘Apple fv: 
the Teacher,’ ‘Middle of a Drean,,’ 
‘Melancholy Mood’ and ‘E 1 
for You,’ all well done. Orchestral 
background contributes much to the 
solid impression House band and 
singer work together smoothly and 
the stood aut sola on “Alone 
this ai ing 


even in 


peedie + 


spec! Lil 


> 


Together’ 
‘NOAH’S ARK’ 
Parlor Game 

30 Mins. 


| Sunday, 7:20 p.m. 


BBC, London 

Popular feature in English Sunday 
programs is the type of parlor game 
in which listeners can take part 
It began with the Spelling Bee, of 
which there have been many vari- 
ants, passed on to general knowledge 
tests, and has now fetched uo with 


an idea of strong novelty value that 
| made 


nice 
that 


entertainment It’s a 
can’t be repeated afte 
might be developed in othe: 
directions ad infinitum 

BBC got into the 


gag 


studio eight volun 
teers, none of whom knew what he 
or she was to face. Men lined up 
against women, and object of the 
contest was first to make the noise 


of any animal named by the 
then to give the collective noun fot 
“groups of fauna, thirdly to recite a 
stanza dealing with a selected 
and last to sing a snatch of 
the same lines, Efforts of competi- 
tors to simulate noises of lions, 
elephants, gibbons and such species 
provoked many laughs, but plavers 
were not without their buttons, as 
instance the one who, when asked to 
make the noise of a giraffe, coun- 
tered by declaring he didn’t kaow 
They 


=Ncee 


peast, 
song on 


don’t. 

Collective nouns also yielded some 
wild imaginative guessing. and fun 
really warmed up when _ victims 
struggled to think up animal poems, 
or, more of an ordeal still, to chant 
snatches of appropriate songs. Some 
attempts were very gallantly made, 
notwithstanding, and some very re- 
mote classical allusions surprisingly 
pulled out by contestants. 


Pace of the show was well held 
,up by emcee Freddie Grisewood, 
| who jockeyed his players along 


nicely as well as introducing asides 
for audience benefit Neit Munro 
also rates for balanced presentation 


In- | 


‘Hand Me Down My Walking Cane,’ | 


lather over an issue which involves | 


turer decried the possible reject 
of 250,000,000 calendar pads for 194) 
because of the shift in dates. A de. 
partment store executive stated th it 
it was the greatest thing ever for h 

field, because it would allow for on 
extra week of Christmas shopping 
A cranberry grower said that ; 
| date would be all right with him 


On 


aly 


long as people ate lots of cranber. 
ries. Stan Lomax, WOR sports com. 
/mentator, wound up the chinfest by 
| relating what effect the change in 
date might have on ‘he boxoffice of 
college football. pa. 





Erin O’Brien Moore, newcomer jo 

| the cast of ‘John’s Other Wife.’ Bis». 
| Dol’s standby serial on NBC, has 
been shouldered with one of thiosa 
sustained emotional roles and her 
initial appearances have disclosed 4 
| close adeptness for the assignment 
| Miss Moore, receiving feature bill. 
ing, plays the wife of John’s brother 
Rodger. In this serial something 
| disturbing to the characters js con. 
stantly happening; somebody is al- 
| ways beset by complications. If the 
; cause isn't a woman, it’s somethings 
; not far removed. The serial keeps 
j itself wrapped with vicarious ex- 
; citement for the housewife, 


Clarence Buddington Kelland, 0 
‘Information Please’ due to illness of 
|Clifton Fadiman, did fair to middling 
|after a slow, awkward start. Kel. 
| land, who previously guested as an 
| expert, has an older, more querulous 

voice than Fadiman; also lacks the 
latter’s glib, quick smoothness. If 
| Was obvious that matter of time and 
signals had the novelist a little flus- 
| tered, 

| Kelland threw in several odd- 
|sounding noises that seemed to be 
a combination of a sigh and a grunt 
| He was not without wit, although if 
tended to be.caustic. As when he 
retorted to Christopher Morley, ‘I 
would hate to hear her second besi 
foke.’ Morley, incidentally, deliv- 
ered well during half hou Ha 
possesses the combination of know!]- 
edge, flippancy and brashness thoi 
enable the ‘regulars’ to register. Ap- 
parently he was the one who termed 
a question ‘lousy.’ 

Losses amounted to $50—high fo: 
; the program. Fadiman was due to 
| return last night (Tuesday). George 
|S. Kaufman substituted § for 

once before. 


him 


‘Adventure of the 13th Club’ was 
presented Sunday night (20) as the 
10th of a series of weekly mystery 
dramas, pivoted around = Ellery 
Queen, ‘gentleman detective,” a type 
{similar to that of the ‘Thin Man.” 
Guest-participation is included in the 

program, with each Sunday finding 

1 quartet of persons who, according 

9 the program, are notably repre- 

sentative of their fields. Sunday 
night the quartet consisted of pho- 
| tography experts: Margaret Bourke- 

White, of Life mag, and wife of Era- 
kine Caldwell, the novelist; Harry 
Casler, picture editor of the N. Y 
Herald Tribune: James W. Crayhon 

1ews editor, Associated Press Photo 
| S ana Doherty, Fa 
| Movietone news editor. They were 
| supposed to solve the mystery, fol 
| lowing the dramatization, from the 
clues given them, but ail failed 

Yarn had for its setting a Broad- 


erviee, and Dan 


| way honky tonk, and a gruesome 
murder of a tiny freak woman. Pro- 
gram was so fantastic that it ap- 
proached downright silliness. Queen 
did as well as may be expected witli 
the trite theme, ably assisted by 


Marian Shockley and the rest of tlie 
east. Production far exceeded tte 
story. 





H. V. Kaltenborn’s broadcast fron 
Paris Sunday night (20) over CBs 
nay have had a disappointing edge 
for many listeners, even though | 

is highly enlightening and rated a 


yne of his most significant prograr 
since the Munich pact. Kaltenbo 
had for more than two weeks pee) 


floating around England and Fran 
interviewing the two country’s po 
litical bigwigs and publicists and 
was natural to assume that |! 
broadcast of last Sunday would c»! 
tain some thread of personal opinio) 
on the outlook of war or pesce 
What the program amounted ) 
aside from the hearty blackslappins 
it gave the French, was a case 0 
nimbly sidestepning what his listen- 
ers wanted to know, to wit, did i! 
look like war? Kaltenborn stressed 
the circumstance that, in contras! 
with his last year’s visit, the French 
‘were letting him speak without 
benefit of censorship or supervisio! 
He described the feeling of cor- 
fidence that prevailed among Frerc!) 
statesmen; auoted them as declaring 
that there would be no new Munic! 
pact or Nazi appeasement, and said 
that he was assured by these cabine! 
ministers that France will fight ©! 
Poland becomes involved in a wi! 
| with Germany. He added that 
French have an advantage over fle 
British in that th: former have 3 
ready fully digested the idea of w> 
ind were not in a mood of great 3) 
yrehension as was -the situation 
England. 


the 
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READY FOR DISTRIBUTION 
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Again presenting a wealth of indispensable research, the new DIRECTORY this time is highlighted by a 120- 
page section specially written and prepared by the Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting. Ten years of 
program analysis, and the results of 2,500,000 calls are concisely and clearly incorporated in 80 pages of text 


and 40 pages of charts, most of them in color. 








Needless to say, this information has never before 


been published. 


Needless to say, also, this section is but one of many 
included in this new 1,352 page volume. Typical of 


the care with which this immense amount of data has 





assembled is the fact that even station news periods 


are completely listed, as well as regularly-broadeast 
P y : 





sports (together with announcers’ names). 





ORDER YOUR 
COPY NOW FOR 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
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Radio Follows US. Army 
NBC, CBS, WMCA Have Staffs on Scene 





NBC, Columbia and various local 
stations in the east have been de- 
voting considerable time the past 
week to picturing for listeners the 
army manouvers cente:ing around 
Plattsburgh, N. Y. With special 
transportation facilities made avail- 
able to them by the army, 14 men 
from NBC, 10 from CBS and five 
from WMCA, N. Y., are stalking the 
manouver area during the current 
week to transmit the climatic phases 
of the field activities. 

WMCA placed recording equip- 
ment in the field to make a series 
of transcriptions of the war games. 
These are being flown to New York 
for broadcasts over the Inter-City 
Network. The airings start tonight 
(Wednesday) and _ will continue 
through Friday (25). 

Program of talent culled from the 
army was also broadcast by NBC 
Saturday night (19), while CBS put 
on a religious fellowship service 
from the camp the following aft- 
ernoon (20). Motion picture taken 
of the war games will be telecast 








SALT LAKE CITY 





Representative Joleen Blain &Co 


by NBC this afternoon (Wed.). 
|WMFF, Plattsburg, N. Y., has been 


putting on daily broadcasts from 
First Army headquarters as well 
as from the field. 

| Entire radio personnel Monday 


(21) covered 220 miles of manouver 
/ area, going along with the infantry, 
|cavalry and field artillery in their 
| combat problems. Another angle of 
| the manouvers coverage by local 
‘outlets has been from news _ bui- 
letins issued by news services and 
'the camp’s press division. Latter is 
|under the direction of Lt. Col. Moe 
Dalton, with the Plattsburgh section 
coming under the authority of Capt. 
G. E. Glavin, assisted by Capt. Dor- 
'sey Owings and Capt. John A. Hol- 


| man. 





NBC WINS FULL 


COAST GRID 
COVERAGE 


Hollywood, Aug. 22. 








NBC and will broadcast 
|sored football games this fall on 


‘ed on continuing practice of hand- 
| picking 
| games. 
| none. 

| NBC contention was that such an 
| arrangement left several sites with- 
out coverage and necessitated build- 
ing programs for adequate servicing 
of its affiliates. Associated promised 
to keep its transmitters football- 
happy. 


CBS vs. ‘Hellz’ 


Columbia Broadcasting’s softball 
team, champs of radio, will play a 
team from the cast of ‘Hellzapopin’ 
in Madison Square Garden, 
| York, Aug. 27. It will follow a regu- 
|lar league game by the Roverettes, 
| femme team. 
| CBS will broadcast the setto from 
| 10:45 to 11 p.m. It’s for the benefit 


of the Stagecrafters organization. 


its stations for certain 
Net came back with all or 




















A New, Authoritative Voice 
to reach the Women of Northern Ohio 


RUTH MERRIAM 





WE 


LLS 


NOTED HOME ECONOMIST 


Nationally - known Ruth 
Merriam Wells joins Cleve- 
land's Friendly Station to 
present a daily participation 
program of all around inter- 
est to women — from foods to 
fashions, from cosmetics to 
conduct. 

Begins Sept. 25th, Mondays 
thru Fridays, 9:15 to 9:30 A.M. 
Participation open to limited 
number of sponsors. Cost is 
card rate for 1 minute ($17.50 
per day) subject to quan- 
tity discounts and agency 


commission. No talent 
surcharge. 
x * *k * 


Ruth Merriam Wells—Grad- 
uate in Dietetics, Battle Creek 
College; Bachelor of Science 
with a major in Foods and 
minor in Textiles, Columbia 
University; graduate work, 
University of Wisconsin ; mem- 
ber American Home Econom- 
ics Association. 

Seven years practicing die- 
titian in leading U. S. hospi- 
tals; first Ann Page for A & P 
in Chicago division; writer and 
lecturer on Home Economics 
for Chicago Evening American; 
Director of Home Institute 
and Editor of Food Pages of 
The Cleveland News. 


Wire today for time reservation 


WGAR 





Cleveland’s Friendly Station 
or Edward Petry & Company, Inc., Nat’l. Sales Repr.: 





Associated Oil has capitulated to} 


New | 
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Hollywood, Aug. 22. 

Ethyl’s ‘Tune Up Time’ moves its 
Origination to the Coast Oct. 2 for 
five weeks 

Tony Martin makes his debut as 
| Singing emcee on the gas musical, 
' kicking off on the new season Aug. 
21. Andre Kostelanetz is head man 
On the show. 


FRISCO POINTS 
TO GOOD YR. 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

It looks like a fine Fall for San 
Francisco radio, judging by new ac- 
counts already signed. NBC's Coast 
Red has two new shows sold in San 
Francisco, but originating in Holly- 
wood: Rush Hughes’ Pictorial every 
weekday afternoon for Langendorf 
United Bakeries, handled through 
Leon Livingston agency, and Sam 
Hayes’ early morning newscast, daily 
except Sunday, for Sperry Flour 
through Westco agency. 

KPO's morning Musical Clock has 
a pair of backers, each taking 15 
minutes a day six days a week: 
Clara-Cal Creamery, through Fletch- 
er Uhall & Associates, and Peter 
Paul, Inc., through Emil Brisacher & 
Staff. New announcement contracts 
in the KPO coffers are Weinstein De- 
partment Store, through Long 
agency; MacFarlan’s Candy, through 
Botsford-Constantine & Gardner; Dr. 














its spon-; P. Phillips Co., through Long agency; 
| Northwestern Yeast, through Hays- 
| both the red and blue webs. Chain| MacFarland, and California State 
| broke with oiler when latter insist- | 


Fair, direct. 
| KSFO reports a half-dozen new 
announcement customers in H. C. 
Capwell Dept. Store, through Tom- 
| aschke-Elliott; Kilpatrick Bakery, 
through Emil Reinhardt; Oxo Ltd., 
|throuch Platt-Forbes; Peter Paul, 
| Inc., through Emil Brisacher & Staff; 
Flamingo Sales Co., through Bu- 
chanan & Co., and California State 
Fair, direct. 

| The KGO participating show, ‘Our 
| House,’ has three new_ sponsors: 
Newman Furniture Co., Briscom & 
|Co., and Bohannon Realty Co. Ger- 
ard’s Salad Dressing is a new KGO 
| announcement client through Rufus 
| Rhoades & Co, 

A quarter-hour musical 





program 


| has been placed on KYA by Turko- 


| Persian Rug direct, weekly through 
| Nov. 13. Crab Fisherman’s Protec- 
| tive Ass'n has taken over a five- 
minute KYA newscast daily, while 
Begun Fur Salon has contracted for 
110 weekly announcements through 
Nov. 3 on the same station. 


| KJBS new accounts include South- 


fern Pacific, daily time _ signals, 
through Lord & Thomas: S. F. Safe 
Deposit Ass’n, through Carl Wake- 
field, and Western School of Beauty 
Culture, direct. 


Wheaties to Air Home 
And Road Grid Games 


Play-by-play descriptions of the 
New York Giants’ pro _ football 
games, bought by General Mills in 
behalf of Wheaties and to be aired 
on WOR, New York, will probably 
be eyewitness accounts on the road 
as well as at home. Station is cur- 
| rently arranging for wires to the 














RADIO HELPS B.B. 
Atianta Attendance Up 
Broadcasts of Games 





Despite 





Atlanta, Aug. 22. 

Airing of baseball games helps in- 
stead of hurts game attendance in 
| these parts, unless figures lie. Crack- 
Atlanta Southern Ass'‘n entry, 
is having tough struggle to stay in 
first division, yet 1939 attendance 
figures (this spot is conceded to be 
best franchise in minors) are ahead 
of last year’s patronage. 

Broadcasts of games are alter- 
nately sponsored by General Mills 
(Wheaties) and Goodyear (Silver- 
town tires) Service Stores. They're 
aired over WAGA, with Joe Hill 
doing spieling. All except Sunday 
encounters are aired. 


WLS’ New Shows 
Getting Hypo Via 
New Kelley Berth 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

WLS is establishing a merchandis- 
ing and sales promotion department 
under the leadership of Don Kelley, 
former press chief. In the new setup 
WLS will give new shows promotion 
on the station through pre-announce- 
ment and spots on the station’s pro- 
gram review. 

Promotion to the trade will include 
promotion letters, monthly bulletins 





ers, 











| Block’s 


| various cities to which the Giants | 


| travel. Announcer who will travel 
| with the team has not yet been se- 
| lected 
Coverage will consist of five games 
| at home and five on the road, open- 
ing Sept. 24 at Philadelphia and clos- 
ing Dec. 3 with Washington at the 
Polo Grounds, N. Y. Oct. 8 game 
| will not be aired due to confliction 
| with the World Series. It’s first time 
| Wheaties has aired football. 
| Reeves agented. 





|Food-Beverage Ass’n 


Buys ‘Divorce’ Series: 


Food and Beverage Broadcasters 
Association, Inc. representing a 
group of regional packers, yesterday 


link covering the ‘I Want a Divorce 
Program, which starts Sunday, Oct. 8. 
It will be the 3 to 3:30 p.m. period. 
Time commitment calls for a mini- 
mum of 39 weeks. 

Underwriters include Seamon 
Bros., New York; Lee & Caney, De- 
troit; Sprague-Warner, Chicago; Gen- 
eral Grocer Co, (eight local major 
wholesalers), St. Louis; Morey Mer- 
|cantile Co., Denver; S & W Food 
Products, San Francisco, and Morton 
| & Hall, Boston. 





Knox- | 


(Tuesday) turned in to NBC an order | 
for 65 stations on the Red (WEAF) | 


| panied 


and space in Stand-By, the WLS 
| house organ. WLS has also compiled 
a mailing list available to all adver- 
tisers. 

| Naturally, WLS, through its Prairie 
| Farmer publication, will give the sta- 
|tion’s advertisers a considerable 
|break in the paper’s radio pages. 
Prairie Farmer is a fortnightly that’s 
| estimated to reach some 340,000 rural 
families. 





‘Empire Waxing Block’s 
| Ballroom for Sponsors 


Empire Broadcasting Corp., New 
| York, currently readying tran- 
; scribed versions of Martin Block’s 
Make - Believe - Ballroom recorded 
program, now on WNEW, N. Y., and 
| offering it for national sale to adver- 
tising agencies. Shows will be cut 
in New York at Empire and con- 
sist of a 16-inch disc on which 
spiel will be cut, accom- 
by a list of records which 
his comments call for. Latter will 
be supplied by the _ station 


is 





tahles 


Recording of Block’s comments 
will cover four quarter-hour shows, 
each devoted to a different sponsor 
on a participating basis. Not 
than three and not more than 
quarter hours per week will be sold 
to a sponsor. Latter means per prod- 
uct, one sponsor being able to con- 
tract for more for another item. Gene 
Bresson of Empire will supervise 
cutting. 


less 





Otterson’s H. Q. 


Radio Wire Television Corp. of 
America, wired radio, recently or- 
ganized by John E. Otterson, has 


taken over engineering laboratories, 
studios and sound theatre in the 
| Fiske building, N. Y., formerly oc- 
cupied by Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts, Ine. Executive headquarters 
and offices will also be included in 
the two floors leased last week. 
Otterson plans to 
| ties of the newly merged company 
|and open branches in key cities. 
| Columbus, Aug. 22. 
John E. Otterson’s Radio Wire & 
| Television Corp. has incorporated in 
| Ohio as Wire Broadcasting, Inc. Pa- 
; pers filed with secretary of state in- 
| dicate company plans to provide mu- 
sic and other entertainment to hotels, 
restaurants, apartment houses, etc., 
by leased wire. 


CLARENCE STROUD SUED 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 

Clarence Stroud, stage and radio 
comic, has been named in a breach 
of promise suit in which Meredith 
Davis, actress, asks $50,000. 

Court was petitioned by Miss Davis 
to declare Stroud, who performs 
with his twin brother, Claude, fa- 
ther of her child, expected in De- 
| cember. 





using. | 
Setup will require two or more turn- | 


six | 


expand activi- | 


=) 


Insurance Cos, 
Nix Spot Spiel 
As ‘Undisnified’ 

Ad agencies have so far proved un. 
successful in trying to sell their in- 
surance company clients on the spot 
announcement device in combatting 
the propaganda of local insurance 
counsellors. The insurance com- 
panies have retorted that this method 
does not strike them as dignified and 
that, if they are to go on using local 
programs, it will be the dramatie 
sort which tells the company’s side 
of the story. 

Case in point developed in St. 
Louis. Agency suggested that the 
client flood the local air with an- 
nouncements urging that policyhold- 
ers see their own agents, or execu- 
tives of the insurance companies, if 
they want to know the true money 
value of their contracts. 

Clients said it didn’t like the idea 


because, first, it wasn’t dignified, and 
second, it wasn’t educational. 








Halpern to Souvaine 
New Haven, Aug. 22. 

David H. Halpern, manager of 
New Haven substation of WBRY, 
Waterbury-keyed CBS vent, has re- 
signed to join Henry Souvaine, Inc., 
in New York. 

Halpern came from Springfield to 
manage Waterbury WBRY studio 
when station was established sev- 
eral years ago and was moved to 
New Haven last year following af- 
filiation with Columbia. 
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Montreal, the fifth largest city ino 
|f North America, votes CFCF the most 
listened-to radio station in this rich 
CECE's of Na- 

Local are the 


testimonials that really count. 


market, renewals 


tional and accounts 


CFCF can build sales for you. 
CFCF and Short Wave CFCX 
by 
CANADIAN MARCONI 
COMPANY 


| Representatives 

| CANADA U.S.A. 

All Canada Radio Facilities Weed & Company 
NBC Affiliate 
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(we mean U.S. Radio Families) 


.-ethe largest radio 
network audience 
in the world* 


oe it’s 2%...10%... maybe 
20% larger than any other 
network’s. We don’t quite 
know—because it was meas- 
ured before a striking and 
decisive shift in the balance 
of network power. 


In 1937 and 1938, CBS put through a research 
sieve 72.7% of all urban U. S. radio families — 
and 100% of all rural U.S. radio families. 


It took six times as many nationwide per- 
sonal interviews as Fortune or Dr. Gallup ordi- 
narily use — with calls carefully distributed by 
incomes, in every geographic area. 

The research workers proved what adver- 


tisers already knew. No great “promotional” 
margin of leadership for any network, but a 








# listen regularly to CBS 


neat and steady 2c lead for CBS over the second 


best network —in 1938! Here are the figures: 





REGULAR EVENING NETWORK AUDIENCES 


Radio Families CBS Network 2nd Network 3rd Network 








U.S. Urban 15,117,500 14,865,600 10,464,000 
U.S. Rural 8,660,100 8,361,700 6,961,100 
Total 23,777,600 23,227,300 17,425, 168 











But that was yesterday! People in radio know 
what’s happened in the last 12 months —and 
what's happening still—to change the balance 
of “network” coverage, for anybody’s money! 
In other words, these studies were made before 
the FCC re-established a maximum of 50,000 
watts (instead of 500,000) for any station in 
the U. S. And—they were made before CBS 
added SIX new 50.000 watt stations to the 
Columbia Network for Fall °39 advertisers. 


This striking shift in the balance of power 
makes yesterday's lead of 2% for CBS just a 
flurry of snow before a snow slide! Because an 
avalanche of change in network power, net- 
work listening and network prestige has fol- 
lowed on its heels! No wonder we're a little 


Vague, ioday, on exactly how much larger 
Columbia’s audience is than any other net- 
work’s. Maybe it's 10% ...even 20%! We don't 


know. But this you can be sure of : 


ae CBS delivers more actual listeners for the 
advertisers dollar than any other net- 
work, It did so last year. It does so this 


year. It will do so by still bigger odds 
through 1939 and 1940! 


Proof of this comes from the people most con- 
cerned with complete network coverage—Amer- 
ica s largest advertisers—whose own exhaustive 
research checks and double checks every radio 


dollar they spend: 


ee Each year, for SIX years without a break, 
more of the country’s largest advertisers 


have used CBS than any other network! 


It’s safe to put your money, with theirs, on the 
fact the world’s largest network regularly deliv- 
ers more families than any other! 





Vost of vou who read this advertisement will know 

why it was written. To those who do not, may we 
apologize for the “fainily competitive” note it strikes — 
just to keep the record straight. 


THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 




















VA RIE TY 


—_ 





RADIO 

















Sandlot Kids Provide Impromptu 


High-Jinks for WSAI Cincy, Program 


— 


Cincinnati, Aug. 22. 

A campaign to focus attention of 
all age groups on facilities and recre- 
ational advantages of municipal | 
parks and playgrounds is being con- | 
ducted by WSAI this summer. 
arate programs are aired in close as- 
sociation with the Public Recreation 
Commission, the Board of Park Com- 
missioners, and the Zoo. 

Two of the series, designed pri- 
marily for and about juves, have 
gained attention in the upper-age | 
listening brackets. They are the 
playground broadcasts, originating | 
from three different sites on as many 
mornings each week, and the play- 
by-play description of Knot Hole 


League games on Saturday Morn- | 


ings. 
The 
m.c 


playground broadcasts 
ad by Mike Coorey, 


are 


on Peter Grant’s WLW newscasts for 
a year and is a personality fave with 
kid athletes. They are picked up by 
mobile unit short-wave relay. Sun 
addicts are interviewed to a back- 
ground of yells, pool splashing and 
horseshoe clinks. 

In blasting Knot Hole games, an- 
nouncers are not serious about call- 
ing strikes and balls and thus make 
the clashes sound like fun instead of 
business. They get cooperation in 
comedy effects from boy-and-girl by- 
standers and letters of appreciation 
from adult listeners. Contact on the 
Knot Hole series is Fred McMasters, 
supervisor of the league. Arrange- 
ments on playground broadcasts are 


made with Earl Herbstreit, rerecrea- | 


tion supervisor, 
Zoo broadcasts have been coming 
over WSATI for several seasons. In- 











WATTS DAY N 


1000 
itch hay 








Sep- | 


} 
20-year-old | 
crippled newsie, who cried headlines | 











, stallation of grottoes and a late flair 
of showmanship by officials give Ned 
|'Hastings, Zoo publicity manager, 
| plenty to chirp about twice weekly. 
Hastings was manager of the local 
Keith’s theatre during its last decade 
of two-a-day vaude. These stints are 
| addressed to children and grown-ups. 
Park broadcasts, arranged through 
| John K. Rose, board secretary, have 
| been scheduled on Friday and Satur- 
| day with the idea of encouraging lis- 
teners to use the spots over the week- 
| end. Subjects talked about by board 
members range from ‘How to Enjoy 
|a Pienic’ to ‘Hamilton County Glacial 
Formations,’ and are primarily edu- 
cational with appeal to older listen- 
ers. They originate by mobile unit 
from the parks being discussed. 

The four series are the product of 
joint planning by Dewey Long, WSAI 
general manager, and Clair Shad- 
| well, program director, who also acts 

as m.c. On many of the broadcasts. 


Radio Digging 


In on La. Graft 
Scandal Probe 


| New Orieans, Aug. 22. 
Spot news coverage by local radio 
| Stations of the Louisiana Graft scan- 
| dal investigation reached a new high 
last Tuesday (15), when WWL placed 
a microphone in Assistant U. S. At- 
}torney General O. John Rogge’s of- 
| fice, where he personally answered 
| anonymous death-threat letter writ- 
| ters. 

Station put an extension on mike 
regularly kept in the weather bureau 
office of federal building above 
Rogge’s office. Transcription of the 
| broadcast, in which Rogge declared 
| he would not leave town under 
threats to ‘get out of town or die,’ 

several times during 











- 
replayed 
| the day. 

| Stunt was climax to attempts by 
| stations to employ ‘exclusive’ meth- 
itt of presenting news of the probe. 


was 


It was started by WDSU at start of 


office 
WDSU then hired Gene Thatcher, 


who writes veral different news 


back with the direct federal building | 
pickup. It marked the first time the 
U. S. Attorney General’s assistant, 
or any other federal official, has 
spoken the air since the seven- 
i week-old investigation began. 


arises lila 


NEW CAL. STATION 


San Francisco, Aug. 


on 





22. 








STUMP and STUMPY 


THIS WEEK 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


Via NAT NAZARRO NEW YORK 





articles of incorporation 
mento by Marysville - Yuba 
Broadcasters, Inc. Outfit 
enter publishing business. 
Directors listed are 
Thomas, Marysville publisher, 
Peter and Hugh McCl 








New $25,000 station looms for up- 
per Sacramento Valley with filing of | 
at Sacra- 
City 
also will 


investigations. Latter put Bill Gau- 
det, Inte rnational News Service bu- 
reau manager, on the air via a tele- | 
phone from his office with news 
flashes. WWL topped this with in- |} 
stalling a mike in the United Press 


Horace N. 
and | 
ung, of Merced. | 


~ Woodbury Shuffle 


on the NBC Blue, Sundays 9 to 9:30 
p.m., moves to the Red, Wednesdays, 
8 to 8:30 p.m., on Oct. 4. This evac- 
uation will cause the Winchell 
9:30 p.m., Sundays, to 9 p.m. on the 
Blue. Simultaneously the ‘Parker 
Family’ will be yanked from CBS 
and put into the 15-minute slot im- 
mediately following 
chatter. 


DISC LOGGING 
RULE STALLED 


99 


aes 


Washington, 
like 


Aug. 


Looks several weeks. will 


quiring logging of individual discs 
on programs of ‘musical clock’ type. 

Lengthy exchange of correspond- | 
ence between John B. Reynolds, | 
drew W. Bennett, NAB 
leaves situation pretty much as 
was last week. Latest communica- 
tion made public is letter from T. 
J. Slowie, FCC secretary, in which 
Slowie points out that under rules as 
now worded, it would be impossible 
to give interpretation allowing log- 
ging of records in same manner as 
live talent, and that matter nrust | 
await presentation to full Commish. 

With most of commissioners duck. | 
ing Washington heat, it probably | 
will be late September before mat- 
ter can be straightened out. 





Adventurers Incorporate 
Albany, 

International Order of re walle al 
ers, Ltd., has been chartered by the 
casting business, with Felix Riesen- 
NBC-blue network 
named as director. 


Monday nights, 
Title of the NBC 











secretary of state to conduct a broad- | 


HEAVY INSTITUTIONAL 


berg, who conducts a program on the | 


l quar- | 
ter-hour to be moved forward from | 


the Winchell | 


elapse before FCC can get around to | 


considering modification of rule re- | 
| town. 


| 


Commish acting secretary, and An- | ° 


counsel, | 
it | 





| William Cook, formerly of WHBL, 


series is ‘Order of Adventurers.’ 
Riesenberg, Leslie Bain and At- 
|torney David S. Bain are given as} 


Capital stock 
no par value, 


World Series 


| holding a share each. 
is 200 shares, 





Continued from page 29 





contention that his pack- 
was Striking at the 
competi- 


| 
| 
| networks’ 
| age arrangement 
of 


| fundamentals network 


ition, and denied their statements 
stories before they happen, then only | that affiliated stations would collect 
has to teil the amnouncer on duty | half of what th would have got 
to ‘use story No. 3,’ ete. WLW came | from NBC and CBS under similar 


circumstances. 
NBC and Columbia officials made 


| little attempt to minimize the ex- 
| tent of the Mutual coup. The trade 
rates the tieup of ihe Series as the 


slickest thing that Mutual has pulled | 


Would Examine Carlin 


since its inception. The consensus 
of opinion is that if Mutual gets the 
stipulated coverage it will achieve 


| through the Series an inestimably | 


| 
} 


valuable piece of national prestige 
and exploitation, which should re- 
| flect itself in no small way in rec- 
ognition among sponsors and ad 


|} agencies. The 
| an option for the 
| Mutual its one exclusive on a big 
event. NBC has the ex- 
| clusive rights to the important prize- 


which include: 
1940 Series, 


tieup 
gives 


| athletic 








By JANE WEST 


NOW: RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU: MORE 


[|AUGHTER TEARS 


Presented by Ivory 


LISTEN 
| IN ee 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO 


Soap: 99 **/t00 ° 





ano -{EART-THROBS 


/o pure 


TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EDST 
NBC Red Network, 5:00 to 5:15 P.M, EDST 


COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING 


AGENCY 
BLOG., NEW YORK CITY 


fights and Columbia holds exclusive 
| rights to practically all the other 
big sports events. 


Weber claimed late Monday that 
he was assured of outlets for the 
Series in practically 90% of the 
stipulated spots. The only towns 
which are in doubt as to obtaining 


major stations are Pittsburgh, 
more, Miami, Jacksonville 
Tampa. Weber said that he was con- 
fident that he would also get cover- 
age for the event in Canada and 





Hawaii. Mutual's original lineup is 
reported to have included 20 NBC 
stations and three Columbia out- 
| lets. 


| Mutual g.m. stated that Gillette is 
| paying $100,000 for the Series rights. 
| Ford paid the same sum for three 
years, 1935, 1936 and 1937 
| the third year the manufacturer 
elected not to go through with 
sponsored hookup. Baseball Czar 
K. M. Landis in that season collected 


Balti- | 
and | 





W ecnenaey, August 23, 1939 





Scripting staff for the Coast edition of the 


Tom Langan, Frank Galen, 
is producer-director, 


From the Production Centers 
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| + 
| + 
— + 
; ’ \+ 
Pere een has slated al ¢ 
complete time shuffle for three of| ¢ 
its stanzas, beginning in early Oc- 
tober. 
‘Woodbury Playhouse’ currently IN NEW YORK CITY ei cil 


Abe Burrows and Keith Fowler. 


Texaco program will include 


Ed Gardner 


Calkins & Holden negotiating for eastern and midwest rights to ‘Haw- 


thorn House,’ 
red Pacific link. Show rates 


sisted the gen. mgr. 
bureau of copyrights. . 


dramatic show which Wessen Oil underwrites over NBC's 
with ‘One Man’s Family’ 
| Edward J. Fitzgerald is Edwin-Wasey’s new radio director. 
at WLW-WSAT, 

.Ivan Black, who did the national radio publicity 
for the Federal Theatre, has opened his office for freelancing purposes. 


IN HOLLYWOOD 


in that area 
Formerly as- 


Cincinnati, and headed the NAB’s 


Clare Olmstead pulling out of Young & Rubicam, where he’s chief talent 


| buyer, to hang out his own shingle. 


He'll agent performers for radio... . 


Charles Bulotti, Jr., back from Frisco where he produced several programs 


from the fair site... 
trade news stories. 


first taste of type sizes for 
Most of 


the Carmel woods... 


headed by Mario Chamlee. Oiler 


duction for Young & Rubicam... 


wood this Fall. Claim 
on the gag staff... 
music assignment....Lud Gluskin, 
time to score one film after anothe 


‘em didn’t 


it hasn't got over the 
auditioning band and singer for his Ward baking series. 


Every agent in town peddling serials. 


IN CHICAGO 


Harold Kent, director of the Chicago Public 
cationing in Wisconsin and then direct to 


.Guest stars on radio getting touchy about billing in 
One filmer squawked because her name was preceded 
by a secondary performer in the guest listing. 
names... 
Buddy Twiss, tackled six passersby for 
| change for Thanksgiving. 
Carroll Carroll latest Thompson vacationists. 


Agency boys getting their 
.NBC’s man-in-the-street mikeman, 
an expression of presidential date- 
give a rap....Cal Kuhl and 
Double C hiding away in 


.Union Oil auditioned a dramatized operatic program 
has tested about all the loose talent in 
Carl Stanton presided for Lord 
| resting in Bermuda before heading for 
.Fox 
| KNX for Americans at Work brodcast 
ought to know are saying that Kellogg 


& Thomas....Jack Van Nostrand 
the Coast to supervise radio pro- 
Case took a crew of seven from 
from Gallup, N. M....Those who 
will not have a show from Holly- 
Circle yet....Joe Penner 
Max Hayes back 


-Bill Hatch has the inside track for the ‘Big Town’ 
CBS Coast musical director, 
oe 
mand for fall, what with Jimmie Fidler 


finding 
.Hollywood gossipers in little de- 
cut to one program a week.. 


Schools Radio Council. va- 
Ames (la.) to attend meeting of 


the National Association of Educational Broadcasters....AFRA local toss- 


ing dance and show for 
Higgins, WOR rep chieftain, 


script show, ‘Custer Junction,’ a 
as regular on the WGN-Mutual 
radio, 
Television Corp. 


the national convention on Friday 


rural comedy 
‘Your 
Sheboyg 
have joined the Chicago staff 


(25)....Harold 


purchased home in Lake Forest in prepara- 
tion for some cradle-rocking in Nov... 


Len Bridges auditioning his new 
serial....Judy Talbot 
Sunday Date’ musical parade. 
an, and Charles Coffin, new 
Transamerican Broadcasting 


set 


to 


of & 








PLUGGING FOR WCCO, 


—___— 


St. Paul, Aug. 22. 
WCCO, Twin Cities’ CBS 50,000- 
watter, is putting out plenty of insti- 
tutional leaflets these days. 
All slick paper jobs, and nicely got- 
ten up, one tells of the station’s su- 
preme popularity with the sod-| 


busters. Another reveals the selling 
job done by a five-minute period five 


days a week, and quotes the client, 
Loose-Wiles Biscuit Co., on pertinent 
merchandising information. 


entitled 
1038- 


Latest effort is a booklet, 
‘WCCO Educational Broadca 
i939,’ copies of which have been sent 
to all members of the Minnesota Leg 
islature, State execs, all ospentpichcr ri 


te 
3LS, 


and St. Paul officials and civic heads 
and groups, 





In $25,000 NBC Suit 


be made in the 
court Monday (28) 
for permission to ex- 
amine Phillips Carlin, director of 
sustaining programs of the National 
Broadcasting Co., before trial, in 
connection with a breach of contract 
suit by Linder against NBC. 





Application will 
N. Y. supreme 
by Leo Linder 


Linder seeks $25,000, claiming 
preach of an agreement whereby 
NBC agreed to pay him for an idea 


submitted in wanuary, 19°8, and later 
useu, according to the complaint, in 
the ‘Hall of Faiae Presentations’ or 
‘American Portraits.’ 





Reluctant Targets 


Aug. 22, 
news an- 


Lincoln, 


Foster May, WOW’s 


| nouncer, won’t go canoeing down the 


but on 


a | 


Missouri river 
friends had a 


again, 
narrow 


May 
escape when 


and two | 


their tiny craft came in range of Na- | 
tional Guard target practice near 
| Plattsmouth last week. | 

The canoe was sighted by a look- 
,out posted on the river bank, who} 
\flashed a signal to cease firing. Be- | 


| the $100,000 from Ford and the Series | 


| went sustaining over the three net- 
works. Mutual's makes the first 
exclusive tieup on the Series. 


fore the order was given, however, 


several slugs had whizzed close over 
the heads of May and his com- 
panions, 
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AMERICANS CUFFO ABROAD 


BBG GETS T 
NAMES 





IAT 


Tyrone Power, Bob Hope, 
Gene Autry All Deliver 
for British Network With- 
out Pay—Only Squawk 


+ 





Registered Was by Cary) 


Grant—Home Talent Gets 
Similar Treatment 


$15 ‘EXPENSES’ 


London, Aug. 22. 

When British Broadcasting Corp. 
invites Hollywood names and U. S. 
entertainment personalities to go on 
the air, it considers it is doing them 
a favor. BBC angle is that they get 
the publicity they want while it 
a program, 


gets 
so everything is jake all 
or should be. Almost with- 
out exception, the stars fall for it, 
too. Result is persons who can name 
their own price on the American 
webs tiptoe humbly into BBC and 
give their act on the cuff, except that 
ther 
lect at the 
‘expenses.’ 

This way, U, K. listeners have just 
had three in a row, Gene Autry, Bob 
Hope and most recently Tyrone 
Power. The sagebrush crooner they 
got for three shows in all, two radio 
turnouts and a television 
the day he arrived. It tickled Re- 
public and British Lion, as well, be- 
cause it was all part of the terrific 
buildup they are giving the cowboy 
this side. 

Treatment awarded to Hope when 
he unshipped was of another nature. 
He discovered, after agreeing 
quick appearance, that he had been 
dumped in a pre-lunch spot when 
only a few housewives would be lis- 
tening. But he’s going to do another 
act before checking out for home 
will go into one of the key 
programs. Power got a 
(16). 

There’s no call, though, 
cans to burn up, because 
the same by local talent. 
stage and screen topliners to partici- 
pate in ‘birthday’ or ‘magazine’ pro- 

. for interviews, acts. excerpts 
current plays and _ pictures, 
BEC gets plenty big names sprinkled 
all over its regular air 
without denting the payroll any. 

Only time on record when a sta! 
kicked was when Cary Grant almost 
missed a boat connection to suit the 
network’s program timing. On dash- 
ing out he was handed the meager 
routine check for expenses, but there 
was only brief time for him to sug- 


round— 


desk on the way out 


evening 
night spot 


for 


BBC does 


grams 


from 


it. 
Sharp contrast to the Amé ricans’ 
cuffo work is the high coin usually 


re is a small item of $15 to col- | 





CBC SHORT-WAVER 


TO LINK WITH BBC F: 





Toronto, Aug. 22. 
Construction here of a new high- 


powered short wave station is first | 
‘co- | 
operation policy’ formulated by the | 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. and the | 


step in the newly-established 


British Broadcasting Corp. Decision 
is a result of the favorable United 
Kingdom reception of the recent 
Royal visit broadcasts from Canada, 
for which CBC was responsible. 
Back from London is Major Glad- 


stone Murray, CBC g.m., with plans | 
| whereby CBC 


| change programs of national char- 


acter aimed at audiences of either 


| country. 





e | 
LO! 


personal | 


for a} 


and | 


Ameri- 


By kidding | 


schedules | 


gest what the cashier might do with | 


| 


demanded by English players when | 
in America. Noel Coward's ti ke on 
Kellogg’s Circle a few months x0 


Ss one example. 











NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 




















ON THE NBC RED NETWORK | 











Now Playing Europe— 
Coming to U. S. A. 


4 POLIS 
7 VARADYS 
NEW CHINA TROUPE 
YUK CHUNG CO 


Via NAT NAZARRO NEW YORK 



























station only! 


CITIES 


and BBC will inter- | 


Anderson, Indiana 
Huntington, West Virginia......... 
Ironton, Ohio and Ashland, Kentucky............... 
Marion, Indiana 
Marion, Ohio 

Portsmouth, Ohio 
, SII so 5 dive ke ee teens 


| SHEFF FFFEt SEG esssseesses | | 


| London Caliing 


$444446466664660444444460 


| London, Aug. 10. 

| Ernest Dudley, who authored 
BBC’s ‘Mr. Walker Wants to Know’ 
series, has written a 60-minute 
straight comedy for Syd Walker, 


Oooo" 





who starred in ‘Know,’ and it will 





be aired in mid-September with 
| Gordon Crier producing, 
Stanford Robinson, BBC music | 


{productions director, has pencilled 
an adaptation of Kunneke’s musical 
comedy, ‘Gluckliche Reise,’ for Sept. 
sending, and it will be retitled ‘Bon 
| Voyage’ because the natives under- 
| stand their French better than their 
| German. 


US, Denmark, Sweden, N.Z., England 


Lead World in Density of Radio Sets 


London, Aug. 10. 

Now that registered total of radio! 
owners in the U. K. has passed 
9,000,600 for the first time, BBC has 


| made an analysis of total audience. 


Conclusion it has reached is that 
the possible top for any key broad- 
cast is 32,000,000 persons, including | 
kids. If latter are excluded, it! 
knocks 3,000,000 off the aggregate. 

Number of actual households in 
the U. K., based on the last census 
is 12,500,606, so clear effect of pres- 


ent license records is to show 3,500,- 
000 homes still not equipped with 
radio. Manufacturers are to make 
an even more determined drive at 
the big radio exposition opening the 
end of this month to narrow the gap 
between present figures and near 
100%. 

One strong argument being pressed 
by radio salesmen to justify a drive 
is that U. K. occupies only fifth po- 
sition in a world check-up of radio 
densities. 











“_2eeeeeeeeeeee eee 





See the Crosley Building at 


Due, probably, to the wide distribution of the facts revealed in this Survey, and the resultant p 
there developed a tendency on the part of advertisers and agencies to ‘peg’ WLW as a 


WLW % OF 
LISTENING 
AUDIENCE 


70.8 
50.2 
54.1 
55.0 
48.8 
47.6 
45.2 


ce ke eh SONOS S Oe te SD 


*soeev eee eee 


in these 7 markets, and when completed it will be mailed to our regular list. 


american Broadcasting and Television Corporation, or 


WLW 


THE NATION'S STATION 


the New York World’s Fair 


HERE ARE THE RESULTS OF 
Our 7 Additional Market Survey: 


During the week of March 22, 1939, A Coincidental Survey was conducted by Ross Federal Research 
Corporation, and the Alberta Burke Research Company, for WLW in 13 markets. 


‘ 


ublicity, 
13-market 


We, therefore, contracted with the Ross Federal Research Corporation to conduct an identical type 
Survey, for one week (7 days), from 8:30 A. M. to 10:30 P. M., in the following 7 additional markets. 
At the time we announced the new survey we also promised to ‘make available all of the facts about all 


of the markets, regardless of what those facts may be'’. Brief summary is as follows: 


LEADING LOCAL 
STATION % OF 
LISTENING 
AUDIENCE 


7.0 
26.1 
32.6 
10.9 
21.3 
44.2 
28.5 


Unfortunately space does not permit us to show the breakdown on each individual station. However, a 
breakdown is being prepared, showing the Analysis of individual station popularity by hourly periods 


In addition, combined Analyses of the entire 159,299 Call Coincidental Survey in all 20 markets will 
be ready to release shortly. If you have not received the original “13 Market Study”, 


and would like a 


copy complete with a study of the 7 recently surveyed markets, please direct your request to Trans- 
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On the 


_ MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 





Upbeat 





Jay Mills orchestra is down for this 


Sunday's (27) Fitch Bandwagon radio | 


program. 

Alec Templeton’s initial recordings 
on Victor cut last week. Will be re- 
leased in about two weeks. 

Benny Geodman’s first records for 
American Record Co. will be released | 
starting Sept. 2. Band cut 12 sides. 


William Scotti 


five Juilliard School of Music stu- 
dents and five former members of 
Ina Ray Hutton’s band. Miss Hut- 
ton’s now leading an all-male crew. 





, | 
Bob Zurke currently nursing a bad | 


on his right hand. Doesn't 


his playing, though. 

Clyde McCoy cut a new tune for| 
Decca written by Hal Davis, of CBS | 
press dept., and Walter Bishop. It’s 
tagged ‘Shades of Grey.’ 


finger 
bother 





Glenn Miller has added Jerry Yel- 


verson to bring his sax section up to| 


six men, 

Buddy 
international 
lantic City, Sept. 


Rogers band plays for the 
beauty contest 


9-10. 





Benny Goodman played Los An- 
geles Saturday, Wichita, Kans., 
day and Atlantic City Monday. 
Flew across country. 

Henry Patrick (Romantic Trou- 
bador) has given up his batoning job 
at the Open Door, Philly, to do vo- 
calizing at the President hotel, At- 
lantic City. 








Pinky Tomlin’s band touring one- 
nighters before opening at San Fran- 
cisco Fair for two weeks. 


Morrison Code orchestra opens at 





Old Mill Tavern, Salt Lake City, 
Aug. 28. 
Carl Ravazza’s orchestra moves 


into Sir Francis 
Francisco, Sept. 7. 





Bobby Sherwood’s band 
for two weeks at Palace hotel, 
Francisco. 


San 





Bernie Whitman’s ‘Hold Tight’ mu- 
sic set until late fall at Johnny De 
Santo’s Pocono Summit Inn., Pocono 
Summit, Pa. 

Jack Sontag’s band remains until | 
October at Billy Loughran’s Club, | 
Lackawgpyna trail, near Tobyhanna, 
Pa. Then to Hotel Casey, Scranton, 
for winter. 





Henry King moved into the Victor | 
Hugo, Beverly Hills, following Benny | 
Goodman, who shifted to Atlantic 
City via Wichita and way stops. 

Carlos Cobian’s rhumba 
now the second orchestra at Arrow- 
head Inn, Saratoga, Ernie Holst’s be- 
ing the straight dance band. Nielle 
Goodelle, singer, and Dario and Di- 
ane, dancers, complete the show. 
Dolores .Brown has 
May 
Hawkins’ 


replaced Ida 


orchestra. 

Jimmy Dorsey follows 
date for Decca Sept. 5 
week vacation. 


a record 
with a two- 





at Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N 


last night (Tuesday), replacing 


Hallet, who had succeeded Charlie 
Barnet. Teagarden played trombone 
for Hackett years ago. 


Skeets ae 
Tommy Dorsey, 
tra and retires 


sax-comedian with 
leaves that orches 
from the band 


currently rehears- | 
ing an all-girl orchestra composed of 


at At-| 


Sun- | 


renewed | 


unit is 


James as vocalist with Erskine | 


Jackson Teagarden orchestra —_ | 
J., | 


biz 


soon. He'll return to Denver to en- 
ter his father’s business, Dean Kin- 
caid, who recently stopped playing 
sax to do full time arranging, 
turns to the band. 

| Andrew Sisters will be the only 
| talent on tap at the New York Daily 
News Harvest Moon Ball at Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., Sept. 30. 
| Jimmy Dorsey's band also there. 





re- 





Woody Herman brings out a new 
|‘Chopper’ number soon to follow his 
| ‘Woode hopper’s’ Ball.’ It’s called 
‘Chippewa Chopper. 

Tony Martin, maestro-singer, try- 
|ing to induce Glenn Miller to come 
to the Coast in October for a pic- 
ture he’s making. 
Count Basie goes into the Brooklyn 
| Roseland Ballroom Sept. 7. He'll be 
|replaced at the Famous Door by | 
| Teddy Powell, Sept. 5 


Buddy Morris Seeks 


Catalogs to Pave Way 
Back Into Music Biz 


Edwin H. (Buddy) 
mer head of the Warner 
lishing group, is still dickering for 
a catalog or catalogs which he 
}could make the basis for his return 
ito the business. His latest talks 
have concerned the Melrose and 
|}Lincoln Music Cos., which 
jointly owned by the same 
| ests. 
| Morris has also held similar 
versation with Max Dreyfus 
Crawford Music Corp. 





| 


Morris, for- 
Bros. pub- 


inter- 


over 


the catalog. 


: ‘BOHEMIAN N. Y. NITERY 
Dawe wore" MULLING NAME BANDS 


Cafe Society, Greenwich Village, 
New York, nitery, is mulling a name 
band policy. Swing spot, like Nick’s, 


also in the Village and now using the 


Summa Cum Laude’s eight-piece | 
band, led by Bud Freeman, is a} 
| gathering place for musicians. 


Boogie Woogie pianists, who go to 
| Chivage next month, and Billie Hol- 
| liday, sepia songstress, were recently | 
| there. Miss Holliday is reported out. 

Overtures have been made 
| start the policy off in the fall 
| the Duke Ellington orchestra. 


to 


College Inn Sets Bands 


| Chicago, Aug, 22. 

' . 
Harry James orchestra comes into 

the College Inn (Panther Room) of | 


' the Sherman hotel here Sept. 9. Also 


in with the 


some. 
Entire line-up will stick until Nov. 


4, when Gene Krupa’s orch is slated | 


All 
of 


to return to the basement spot. 
|set through Music Corporation 
| America. 


are | 


con. | 


group on the same book- | 
ing will be the Boogie-Woogie four- | 


Dancehall Giveaways 


Lincoln, Aug. 22. 


Matt Kobalter and wife, 
of the Pla-Mor, 
| city limits, are pione ering with 
|idea of double features in bailrooms. 
They're uagmenting the usual 

| Wednesdz ry night billing of 

| dances by adding merchandise night 
| The cats call it hash nite. 
| Biz remains 
| better. 
a 


CANADA EXPO 
BAND-MINDED 


99 





average, or slightly 








Buffalo, Aug. 

Canada is taking a leaf from the 

book of the U. 

| has gone band-conscious 
i 
| 





S. fair operators and 


with em- 
phasis, Underlined in the advertis- 
ing of the Canadian National Ex- 
hibition at Toronto Aug. 25-Sept. 9 
are Artie Shaw, Benny Goodman, 
Glen Gray, Guy Lombardo, Tommy 


Dorsey. 
In addition, the Exhibition will 
|import England’s Royal Marines 


| band and also the Dagenham Girls’ 
| Bagpipe Band. 





COURT KAYOES ROBBINS’ 


SUIT OVER WB SHORT 


Federal Judge John C. Knox Fri- 


Warner 
Vita- 


serve a 


bins 
Bros. 
phone Corp. for 
bill of complaint, and failure to 
prosecute. The music company had 
claimed that Warners hai made a 
short entitled ‘Vincent Lopez and 
| His Orchestra’ in 1936, containing a 
isong, ‘Stairways,’ which Robbins 
claimed to own. It was asserted that 


Music Corp. 
Inc., 


against 


Pictures, and the 


failure to 


the song was written in 1933 by 
Adolph Deutsch, who assigned his 
rights to Robbins. 

When, in early 1936, Vincent 


Lopez claimed tc be co-author, the 
musie company declares it paid him 
| to relinquish his rights. 


| a 
'Pluggers Get AFL 
| Charter on Thursday 


Formal 





with | 


presentation of a charter 
|from the American Federation of 
| Labor to the Music Publishers Con- 
i|tact Employees of New York, newly 

yrganized professional men’s union, 


row (Thursday) at 8 p. m. at the 
Edison hotel. Event was to have 
taken place last Wed. (16), but be- 


| cause of the inability of William Col- 


managers 
dancery outside the 
the 


mixed 


day (18) dismissed the suit of Rob- 


will take place at a meeting tomor-| 





| Network Pluss, § AM. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (Aug. 14-20). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. tol a.m. Symbol * 
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denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 
GRAN 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOT aL 
Over the Rainbow...*Wizard of Oz ey: || en eee caxcu Te 
Runnin’ Through My Mind....... ..ABC 1) SAE ae ee 46 
Be ee eee ends 5b Ses 5s ko . 89 
COMNOE BOVE... FROME, TOG 66s cckss cone dsaseoess Chappell ....... 38 
| 1 Poured Heart Into Song ‘Second Fiddle. Se - 37 
eT a eee ee ema ee 5 
i Cs ci ruisbaacesretinessthews 6 WPIRURORE. .0cc os 2 
| Stairway to the Stars............ .. Robbins 30 
| Go Fly a Kite...*Star Maker. Santly 28 
a ae gn ea DAMTES 265s. 26 
Man with the Mandolin........... Ro 5 
Moonlight Serenade...... oMONN 6 kk occ cc 26 
(;, — < ———ee Se ee peer ee at) ree Paramount 5 
| An Apple for the Teacher “Star Maker........ a re 3 
| A Man and His Dream. ..*Star Maker...........5 LS re 2 
Cw Berne ee 2 
POP TOMINNt. cis cscvess (NINE és 6.6 oc ? 
| My Heart Has Wings.. RE IIE 66-555 8%.8s6 ens 2 
Back to Back. .*Second Fick ile. . Berlin 


Cinderella Stay in My Arms.... .. Shapiro i part aaiit 


= 


ll aie eel eel oll eel Sk Sn Sn on SO So 


Wishing...*Love Affair... ..Crawtord ... ( 
SOE NBS ooo oa ok G dees nd dienes es duibaeed Shapiro .... ) 
I ie ay aldatlese eae ede satin dV eRe Words i) 
ED le PRN sy vis adc eas da wanbes ees ..Leeds ... 9 
Melancholy Mood........ . Harms 7 
| South American Way...#Stree ts of Paris........ le) re 7 
NN I hae a ea kloy Geese eee aoe eeeeae Ee eee 7 
C oncert in the Park..... ‘ weeere 16 
Tll Remember...*She M: ar ried a Cc op. cantor a ee 16 
Lamp Is ee ee ie ie la ed MOWOING sass dissec 16 
DRURPIBE BOTEREGE. .400cccccecccces (bea eas eee 0 eer 16 
Pe RN Sap dis'g dh xe ope OWA RAIN ¢osleared eGR EEE Kechibbes Cane ead 15 
h $s OS Se ere es eee eee eee PE fib ab id os 05K 15 
Ding Dong Witch ‘Is Dead...*Wizard of Oz | Se 15 
| Rendezvous Time in Paree. .yevreets OF Paris... MAPIONS o66icccsccvese 15 
You Taught Me to Love Again................ A Salk cases semen i5 
POGGPGHS UGENOWR. . 04s isiccciceves A err : 
Let’s Make Memories Tonight... Yokel Boy. ere ee ia. oe 
oe Oe OE SS ere o5e NE iksé Oovew wwe 14 
Dee te MTSE PUIG bac de beads acti ae cecaeeben CRADNE! .ccccees . 2 
eee Be era pw ln dk Wis o'e eRe eee bee eaeura ves ~ 

| This Is No Dream. Sah eANe a kis lets a 4b weavers gers eee - 
ge ee ee rr ree .Chappell . eo 12 
Vo. Vise Gaily Star... ccc ° re eee 0 re ee 
All I Remember Is You aa ee ere OTRICH. .6.600seeas - il 
Still the Bluebird Sings *Star Maker....... ee. 11 
pg a ae er 0. ee 11 
Yours for a Song i Billy Rose’s Aquac: MAG. cecicc ODOINS os. II 
Baby Me...... aie bes Se elemaed ae : sex 8 
If I Had My Way iid Se tisieioe Seah. 065 aa RE Pee awardees . 10 
I'm Sorry for Myself *Second Fiddle oT ceesaens 10 
18th Century Drawing Room. ..66....0.cccceses 3 10 
In the Middle of a Dream........... ; EE Spree eecieens TS 10 
It’s Funny to Everyone But Me........ o Witmark .ecvscocees - (10 
Pee MEE MPIUROL, <(cscadbe dosasasenaenaresucee SpE 5 5+ cecnsew aeons . 
Shabby Old Cab! Vv ne eee eeereeeereceeeeeeeeees ss Shapiro sas ade esata ie Be 10 


MAYBELLE WEIL GOES 


SCOTT QUINTET 
WITH DORSEY TAKEOVER "TO 14-PC ORC 


In making a deal with Tommy 

| Dorsey for the Miltom Weil music | 
| firm, Maybelle Weil will remain as | Raymond Scott will augment his 
an acne member of the organiza- Quintet to a full 14 piece orchestra 
tion .nd goes to New York as v.p. of | for dance work in the fall or early 
th> new outfit. | winter, and is currently auditioning 
Dorsey will be listed as prexy of | men for it on the air, unbilled, in 
the company, while John Gluskin is | several broadcasts per week on 
secretary-treasurer, WABC, N. Y. He's behind Judith 
Mrs. Weil will take over in N.Y. | Arlen, sustaining singer, on Thurs- 
Sept. 1, with offices likely to be set | day nights and also does the Blue 


up in Radio City. Rhythm session 

Quintet is the nucleus of the new 
yutfit and will be used as a hot unit 
somewhat like Bob Crosby’s Bob- 
cats. 


| Band Boskioss 


Miller, Sept. 8, New 


i Glenn York | 





'lins, AFL organizer, to attend it was State Fair. Svracuse: 9. Hershey e 

postponed. ; ; Artie Shaw, Sept. 15, Trianon | Stasny Refutes Marks’ 
| Jack Rosenberg, president of the Toledo: 18. Wheeling. W. Va. 

New York musicians’ union, will| jimmy Dorsey. Sept. 3, Hunt’s| 


|} speak at tomorrow’s meeting. 








Mal 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 











NOW PLAYING 


PICCHIANI TROUPE 


ATAYDE CIRCUS, LIMA, PERU 


SIX WHIRLWINDS 


PLAYLAND, RYE, N. Y. 
Via NAT NAZAKRO NEW YORK 





*Filmusical. +Production. 








(Week ending Aug. 19, 1939) 
» | 
SNnatanSer TR ORSNINID) a ined cag iaralaie ewe amb ae bs adie wae bales Jewel 
Beer Barrel Polka » 6 Sble Oob'e Wlbbik:b oib bib ee.06 ac eee 
Moon Love a Laaeh Wee eae aaa .Famous 
: “Over the Rainbow ("Wizard of O2’)....060cccccccscccess Feist 
ol eee aN UNO oo oc cae AS o5eh a Kh woke ekekies tobbins 
2 *I Poured My Heart Into a . Song (‘Second Fiddle’)..... Berlin 
= | Man With the Mandolin .........cccceccces errr eevee s wantLy 
' WRG PERILS isc sche widecssnesd OUKRSSSERGKS GAR LENSER ... Feist 
Cinderella Stay in My “Arms eer ee (Sieeeses esas ate 
IONE OE COW 54654 6 00 bss 60 0854 1S odw dees wks Shapiro 
fC eee ee ree a pebsaees et eater ee .. Paramount 
Wien? CLOVE ALOil ): 6ieven 0000060 4606004640%6505 .. Crawford 
BU EO AIO 25 6650 04 4b se6w se edesnes seuss seus -+«+ Robbing 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawi iS FOOT: 0. 00606e% .-Circle 
tComes Love (‘Yokel Boy’) ...cccccccccccccccccocscees Chappell 


Ocean Pier, Wildwood, N. J 


_ Suit Over ‘Rancho’ Song 


Freddie Fisher, Sept. 12, Eagle B., 
| eens, Wis. Stasny Music filed a general de- 
Gene Krupa, week Oct. 22, Palace| nial in N. Y. Federal court Mon- 
theatre, Dayton; week Sept. 1 ,Earle | day (21) to the suit of E. B. Marks 
| theatre, Phila.; week Sept. 8, State| Music Corp. although admitting 
| theatre, Hartford publication in various arrangements 
Henry Busse, Aug. 24, Russell! of ‘Alla En El Rancho Grande,’ but 
| Point, Ohio; Aug. 25-31, Cedar Point,| claims that the song was written 
| Ohio; Sept. 1-14, Beverly Country | in 1915 in Mexico by Silvao Ramos 
| Club, Cincinnati and that under Mexican law the 
Carl Moore, Sept. 1-3, Meadow-! copyright has expired. 


brook Park. Bascom, Ohio; 
Merry-Go-Round, Dayton 
| Andy Kirk, Dykes Stockade, Wash- 


Sept. asks for a dismissal of the 
which seeks an injunction, 


ting of profits and damages 


3-7, Stasny 
action, 


; accoun 











ington; Sept. 2, Potomac River Lic —— — —— 
Wash. 
Louis Armstrong, Sept. 3, City ENTIRE SUMMER 
Aud, Atlanta, Ga.; Sept. 4, Aud, Ma- | MABEL SCOTT 
con. : : 
‘ t 
Blue Barron, Sept. 21, Alhambra, Vee Se eee See 
Twin Lakes, lowa; Sept. 22, Turn- | BILL BAILEY 
og eng Ama A sary 0 | Paradise Club, Atlantic City 
mm a , ; . ’ , . , NEW YORI 
! return to Edison hotel, N. Y. ee eee a . 

















OUR FIRST BIG NOVELTY HIT SINCE “A -TISKET A-TASKETI” — 


THE LITTLE MAN WHO WASN’T THERE 


Lyric by HAROLD ADAMSON 


Recorded by GLENN MILLER, BOB CROSBY, LARRY CLINTON, JACK TEAGARDEN, MILDRED BAILEY and RAY HERBECK 


ROBBINS MUSIC C 


ORPORATION 


799 Seventh Avenué, New York * MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


Music by BERNARD HANIGHEN 





LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr. 
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Morris Agcy. Holds Aloof From 
Band Bookers’ Ass'n in Line With 


Its ‘Non-Entanglements’ Policy 


William Morris Agency is holding 
to its refusal to become a member 
of the band bookers association, 
which is now in process of organiza- 
tion. Morris office takes the posi- 
tion that it is acting in line with its 
policy of non-entanglements with 
managerial associations. Also that 
since the three major organizations 
which have already joined the band 
bookers association are thoroughly 
established in that field, and Morris 
is practically a newcomer in the 
band business, it stood a chance of 
having its development stymied. 

Bernard L. Miller, lawyer, who has 
been picked as head man or czar of 
the trade association, is still work- 
ing on the organization § papers. 
Committed as members of the asso- 
ciation are the Music Corp. of 
America, General Amusement Corp. 
and Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc. 

Rockwell's New Tag 
Albany, Aug. 22. 

Rockwell-O’'Keefe General Amus- 
ment Corp. has changed its name to 
the General Amusement Corp. For- 
mal notification of the move was 
given the secretary of state Mon- 
day (22). 

Though the corporate change elim- 
inates all personalities from the 
title, Thomas J. Rockwell is still 
president of the organization, with 
Mike Nidorf and Thomas Martin as 
v.p.’s and partners. 


Another Band BO. 
Battle Impends, This 
Time Shaw vs. Miller 


If the dates on both bands hold 
true, Artie Shaw will be in a situa- 
tion comparable to his battle with 
Benny Goodman in Newark last Feb- 


ruary. At that time Shaw was the 
hottest band on the list and was 
challenging Goodman, the leader, 


who was playing an opposition house 
nearby. 

Booked into the Strand theatre, 
New York, week of Sept. 22, Shaw 
will have as opposition at the Para- 
mount, Glenn Miller, currently rated 


as the ‘hottest’ on the way up. Mil- 
ler is scheduled for the Par either 
the week of Sept. 13 or 20. If he 


opens the 13th he'll be opposing 
Shaw at least one stanza and maybe 


two, if each booking runs three 
weeks as expected. Another angle 
is that Tommy Rockwell's General 


Amusement, the same agency, books 
= 


ath a1:46s 
MULTI UULTILS. 


FROHLICH, PAINE TO ALA. 
ON ANTL-ASCAP BILL 


Louis Frohlich, of general counsel! | 


for the American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers, and 
John G. Paine, its general manager, 
left Monday (21) for Montgomery, 
Ala., for a hearing today (Wednes- 
day) before the State Senate’s ju- 
diciary committee on an anti-ASCAP 
bill. The measure is similar to those 
introduced in Kansas and North Da- 
kota, requiring representatives of 
two or more copyright owners to file 


lists of their works with the secre- | 


tary of state. 


Alabama makes the 17th State in 
which legislation of this sort has 
been introduced during the past 


three years. 


SD 


Profit Joms Goodman 


Benny Goodman adds pianist Clar- 
ence Profit to his orchestra when 
the band goes into the New York 
World’s Fair next month, probably 
Sept. 7. Profit is currently leading 
a colored trio at George's Tavern in 
Greenwich Village, New York, Pat 
Flowers replaces Profit with the trio. 

Added pianist will not replace 
Fletcher Henderson, who recently 
gave up his own band to join Good- 
man, but will work in the trio and 
quartet, etc. With Edgar Sampson, 
now arranger-player with Ella Fitz- 
Serald’s orchestra, Profit wrote ‘Lul- 
laby in Rhythm,’ one of Goodman’s 
Standard tunes, 





7 





THE HEAT’S OFF 


Radio Columnist’s Poll Indicates Hot 
Bands Are Slipping on Air 





Des Moines, Aug, 22. 

A poll of readers of the radio col- 
umns, currently being conducted by 
Mary Little in the Register and 
Tribune, indicates that symphony, 
educational programs and hour-long 
dramas are in demand. 

It locks like hot bands are on the 
way out. 





N. ¥. FAIR'S 
IST HO. 


Ben Bernie will probably be the 
first band holdover at the N. Y. Fair, 
according to the socko biz he’s been 
drawing into the midway under the 
expo’s new jitterbug policy. The 
| holdover decision isn’t due until to- 
day (Wed.). 

Opening Sunday (20), and doubl- 





ing into the Hotel Astor roof at 
night, the afternoon sessions have 


been pulling unusually strong. 

Incidentally, with an NBC hookup 
from the Fair in the afternoon, and 
CBS and Mutual wires at the Astor 
all through the week, evenings, Ber- 
inie is the only name band on all 
|three major webs. He resumes Oct. 
|8 for Haif ’n’ Half. 


| id. ki 
‘MILLS PEPS UP STAFF; 


POLLACK, 


Professional managerial staff of 
Mills Music, Inc., was considerably 
| overhauled during the past weekend, 
with the moves affecting the New 
| York, Chicago and Hollywood offices. 

Bernie Pollack, who has been N.Y. 
professional manager, becomes head 
of the Coast office, while Sam Myro 
leaves the latter post to take over the 
Chicago branch, and Billy Chandler 
| moves into Pellack's former spot. 








‘Skidmore Catalog Active; 


| Campbell, Stein Placed 


Skidmore Music Co., a subsidiary 
of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., has put 
its catalog into active operation with 
the engagement of professional man- 
jagers for New York and Chicago. 
|'Nicky Campbell is filling the 
lassignment, while Milton Stein has 
| the post in Chicago. 
| Skidmore’s current plug tune is 
|‘My Prayer,’ on which American 
|rights were obtained from the World 
|Wide Music Co., a Peter Maurice 
|subsid, in London. Skidmore hasn't 
been active for three years. 





local 


| 


'BVC-DDG Merge Formally 





| Albany, Aug. 22 
| Publishing firm of Donaldson, 

Douglas & Gumble, Inc., has formal- 
\ly merged with its purchaser, Breg- 
man, Voeco & Conn., Inc., last week 
as the result of papers filed with the 
secretary of state. BVC took over the 
DD&G catalog, assets and liabilities 
last year. 

Gilbert & Gilbert handled the legal 

details for DD&G on the merger of 
| corporations. 





Alice Kavan Set 
Chicago, Aug. 22. 

Alice Kavan, solo semi-ballet dan- 
'cer, set through the Music Corp. of 
| America for four weeks of hotel 
nitery dates in Ohio, with further 
| time understood to follow in the 
; east. 

| Goes into the Mayflower, Akron, 
lfor two weeks starting Saturday 
(26), followed by a fortnight in the 
! Hollenden, Cleveland. 





the Music Publishers Protective As- 
| BERNIE MAY BE sociation attributes most of its recent 


MYRO SWITCH, 


Jay Gorney Turns Pub 


Sacramento, Aug. 22 

Jay Gorney, songwriter, filed in- 
corporation papers for a music pub- 
lishing company, Jay Gorney Music 
Corp., with Gertrude Purcell, Lucy | 
Lauren and himself listed as direc- | 
| tors. 
| Capital stock is 5,000 share of no 
par value. 


FBI Aids MPPA 


In Prosecuting 
Music Pirates 

















| Piracy investigation division of 


success in nabbing and successfully 


| prosecuting songsheet bootleggers to 
|the unlimited co-operation it has 
| been receiving from the Federal 
|Bureau of Investigation. This co- 
operation has been extended to the 
MPPA by FBI offices in various sec- 
| tions of the country. 

| Several months ago there was an 
| exchange of letters between Walter 
| G. Douglas, MPPA chairman, and 
J. Edgar Hooger, head G-man, In his 
letter, Douglas described the spread 
of songsheet bootlegging and ex- 
| pressed a request that the FBI lend 
its assistance in stamping out the 
evil. Many of the recent arrests 
j}have involved the wholesale dis- | 
tributors of the sheets. 








U. §. RECORD COMPANY 
ELECTS OFFICERS, B’D 


Officers and board of directors of 
Eli Oberstein’s United States Record 
Corp. were elected last week. Charles | 
M. Hemenway, of Paine, Webber & 
Co., Boston stock brokers, was voted 
president; Oberstein, v.p.; Lowell A. | 
Mayberry, treasurer, and Mortime: 
S. Gordon, secretay. | 

Board of directors named include 
Hemenway, Raymond S. Pruitt, at- 
torney; Sydney Newman, Wesley 
Simpson, Oberstein, Mayberry and S. 
Quackenbush, president of the Cham- 
|ber of Commerce of Scranton, Pa., 
where Oberstein’s factory is located. 
Also listed, as those in back of the 
company, are: Allan H. Sturges, pres. | 
of Pilgrim Trust of Boston; William 
H. Hutcheson, pres. of Carpenters’ 
Union of American Federation of 
Labor; Dr, Noble, pres. of First Na- 
tional Bank of Scranton; Weston 
Scranton, pres. of Scranton iron, coal 
and steel mills, and Louis Oppen- 
heim, pres. of the Scranton Dry 
Goods Co, 

Oberstein has only a 50% interest 
in the New York end of the com- 
pany and a 30% equity in the Scran- 
ton end. His latter piece consists of 
none of the physical assets of the 
outfit excepting the masters, which 
he alone owns. 





| court Monday (21). 


| may 


May Touch Of 





NAPA Letter to Broadcasters 


More Litigation 


With Victor; Speiser Challenged 


Records’ Air Time 


Figures compiled by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commis- 
sion show that broadcasting sta- 
tions as a whole devote 11.6% 
of all their time to the broad- 
casting of phonograph records. 
The percentage was derived 
from reports turned into the 
commission by licensees for a 
typical week in March, 1938. 

The data also disclosed that 
almost 25% of all the popular 
music broadcast came from pho- 
nograph records. The percent- 
age of transcription music for 
the same week was 21%. 


RCA ANSWERS 
HARMS’ SUIT 
ON DISCS 


—___— 








RCA Victor has set up the prin- 
ciple of common custom as one of 
its defenses in the test suit brought 
by Harms, Inc., for the ultimate pur- 


| pose of collecting a special royalty 
| fee on phonograph records used in 


coin-operated machines. Victor filed 
its answer with the N. Y. federal 
Issue on which 
the action is based involves the pro- 


vision in the copyright law which 
gives the copyright owner the ex- 


clusive right to the arrangements of 
his work. 

Harms seeks to have the court af- 
firm its contention that a recorder 
not deviate from a stock ar- 
rangement of a work without the 
consent of the copyright owner. For 
the purposes of the test case, Harms 
recorded a piano and vocal version 


of its tune, ‘Rendezvous Time in 
Paree.’ Without even obtaining a 
license, Victor recorded an orches- 


tral arrangement of this number. 

Victor in its answer set up three 
defenses. They are: 

1. Under the copyright law if a 
recording is made of a number 
others are automatically entitled to 
make a similar use. An orchestral 
arrangement is similar to a piano- 
vocal copy. 

2. There was a fair use. 

3. Even though Victor made an 
orchestral arrangement, it has been 
the custom for years for orchestras 
to make special arrangements and 
record them without obtaining the 
expressed permission of the copy- 
right owner, This constitutes ac- 


| quiescence, 


Rule ‘Says My Heart’ a Plagiarism 


Serving as arbiters in an infringe- 
ment dispute over the tune ‘Says 
My Heart,’ Frank Black and Andre 
Kostelanetz, composers in their own 
right as well as conductors, yester- 
day (Tuesday) handed down a ver- 
dict which held for the late George 
Gershwin and against Burton Lane, 
melodist of ‘Heart.’ Arbitration of 
a controversy such as this one is 
unusual for the music publishing 
industry. Harms, Inc., one of the 
Warner Bros. music group, Origi- 
|nally brought suit on the issue 
| against Paramount Pictures Corp. 
‘and its subsid, Famous Music Corp., 
but it was later agreed to resort 
to arbitration. 

Another unusual feature about 
the case was Warners declaration 
that if the matter went to arbitra- 
tion it would waive any participa- 
tion in the damages obtained from 
|Paramount. Such damages were 
agreed to in a supplemental agree- 
ment before Black and Kostelaneiz 
heard the case. Suggestion that it 
be left to arbiters came from A. M. 


Wattenberg and Austin Keough, 
counsel, respectively, for Harms and 
Paramount. They pointed out that 
court trial of the issues would be 


a highly expensive matter and that 
since the claimant writers, who in- | 
clude Ira Gershwin and Buddy De- 
Sylva, would be the only partici- 
pants in the damage award, it 
would be best to leave the contro- 


versy to the judgment of two out- 
siders. 

The Gershwin estate 
that ‘Says My Heart,’ which was 
part of the score of ‘Cocoanut 
Grove,’ was an infringement of a 
tune, ‘Tell Me More,’ which Gersh- 
win wrote for a Broadway musical 
in 1925. Paramount retorted that 
even if ‘Heart’ were a lift, ‘Teil 
Me More’ was anything but an origi- 
nal melody and in 
mitted a list of 29 compositions 
which it alleged might have been 
the source of Gershwin’s melody. 

Black and Kostelaneiz declared in 
their verdict that ‘Says My Heart’ 


contended 


} 


tional] one, 


| Recording Corp. 
, ent and material. 
vas a plagiarism, but not an jnten- | 


More litigation looms between the 
National Association of Performing 
Artists and RCA Victor as the re- 
sult of a circular letter which the 
NAPA sent out over the past week- 
end to broadcasters. Also a letter 
addressed by the NAPA to the re- 
cording company itself. David Mac- 
kay, of Victor counsel, scored the 
NAPA letters as ‘flag-waving’ and 
challenged Maurice Speiser. NAPA 
general counsel, to test by litigation 
the statements contained in his two 
letters. 

Mackay charged that Speiser’s let- 


ter to broadcasters sought by its 
statements to mislead and confuse 


the station men. Mackay stated the 
license which Victor has offered to 
broadcasters clearly provides for the 
restriction of discs whose radio per- 
forming rights have been retained 
by the artists. These restricted rec- 
ords, he said, constitute but a small 
fraction of Victor’s repertoire. In 
the Victor license they are not to 
exceed a third of the entire catalog, 
If they do, the broadcaster is privi- 
leged to cancel his license. 

In his letter, Speiser declares that 
the NAPA has never authorized RCA 
Victor, or any other record manu- 
facturer, to license records made by 
NAPA artists for broadcasting, or 
any other commercial use. Nor has 
;}it authorized any record manufac- 
turers to collect royalties or fees in 
behalf of NAPA members. 

NAPA Members’ Rights 

Speiser’s letter to the broadcasters 
restates the NAPA’s position on the 
subject of record broadcasting, 
namely (1) the performing artist has 
a right of commen law property in 
his renditions and _ interpretations 
which cannot be invaded or violated 
without his consent; (2) the perform- 
| ing artist has a legal right free from 
any unfair competition, and (3) the 
unauthorized use of phonograph rec- 
ords in radio broadcasting is a viola- 
| tion of the artist’s common law right 
of property, and also of his right to 
| be free from unfair competition. 

The decision in the Paul Whiteman 
case, states the letter, held thet the 
records he made under his 1934 con- 
| tract with Victor were subject to the 
| control of both Whiteman and RCA, 
| but not by one without the other. 
| The letter added that the Whiteman 

case, ‘which has not been finally 
| adjudicated,’ had ‘no effect whatever’ 
on the rights of other NAPA mem- 
bers. ‘Except as indicated with re- 
| spect to Whiteman records,’ Speiscr 
| wrote, ‘the rights of this association 
and its members are still intact.’ 

Mackay said that the broadcasters 
who took out Victor licenses had 
nothing to fear from Speiser’s claims 
as long as they didn't play the ree- 
ords restricted by the company. He 
said that he has assured the stations 
if, after abiding by these restrictions 
| they get into any difficulties with ar- 
| tists or their representatives, Victor 
| will assume all litigatory costs and 
liabilities. 














Canadians Nix Licensing 
Montreal, Aug. 22. 

Canadian Assn. of Broadcasters, 
meeting here last Thursday (17), 
discussed plans for offsetting any 
proposed licensing charges on radio 
stations from American or Canadian 
recorders. Canadian tions have 
not been using any Decca records 
since 1938. No notice has yet been 
received by local broadcasters from 
Victor, but understanding is that 
use of Victor records or others 
would be discontinued if any licens- 
in: fee is asked. 

French-language stations in this 
province plan to use French record- 
ings and figure on .naking records 
with leading French artists in Paris. 
Stations using dance records on a 
for free basis, thereby publicizing 


‘platters, have agreed to ban all ether 


p-ugging for those recorders intend- 
ing to impose a licensing fee. 
Transcription manufacturers will 
likely benefit from the proposed 
changes, with bulk of biz probably 
going to U. S. platter libraries. 





| Sesith Joins Col. Record 


defense sub-| 


Moses Smith, ex-music critic of the 
Boston Post, American and Tran- 
script, has been appointed director 
of the classical division of Columbia 
He'll oversee tale 


Smith will headquarter in 
company’s New York offices, 


the 
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Probe Fair Restaurants 


Continued from page | 





30 bold as to inquire about a table, | 


he was curtly told by some mad 


moujik at the tape, ‘You vant to eat, | 


z Vell, 


direct 


no 


(These 
actual 


you vait!’ are 


quotes from experl- 


ences). 

Like grandstand-quarterbacking at 
a football game, perhaps this second- 
guessing seems simple now, but the 
restaurateurs hope to salvage some- 
thing worthwhile out of these and 
other experiences. 


For instance—to desert the class 
eatery zone a while—the Fair did 
better in the first month from the 


native New York crowd than it has 
since. Reasons are simple—there 
was always something new yet to be 
seen after dinner, so far as the native 


New York spenders were concerned. | 


Now if one decides to dine on the 
Fairgrounds, what to do thereafter? 
After you’ve seen the Aquacade or 
Jessel’'s Little Old New 


yourself with Heineken’s 
beer at the Zuider Zee, 
through. The probe shows that the 
sales resistance to ‘showing the Fair’ 
to visitors has mounted, chiefly be- 


Holland 


| reconstruction suggestion. 


York, or | 
taken the Parachute Jump, or filled | 


you're | 











LORD & 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 








cause the natives are fed up with the 
general sameness. 
Midway Blank 

The midway, all concede, holds 
nothing for the sophisticates or oth- 
ers. That will come in for a major 
The side- 
shows, nudity and stuff are fa- 
miliar; most of it has been done 
time and again at spots ranging 
from Coney Island to 42d street, and 
back. 

So itself down to 


it has resolved 


ithe fact that going to the Fair, of 


an evening, really means a_ 75c 


couvert charge (gate admission fee) ! 
{emphasized as a signal example of 


per person on top of a rather fancy 
dinner check. None seemed to mind 
this so much at first, but the way 
biz has dropped off in the fancy 
restaurants. started this unofficial 
probe. On weekends, particularly, 
there’s plenty of room in the 
restaurants. 

The pavilions themselves, 
main, lacked ingenuity to properly 
put their best perspectives to the 
fore. Too conscious of the fact that 
their embassies or commercial at- 
taches are bankrolling them, some of 
the exhibits put too much emphasis 


class 


in the 


on merchandise, according to one 
criticism. This runs to two ex- 
tremes—either there’s too much 


space for the nationalistic souvenir 
shops, or there isn’t enough. In 
the latter instance. displays are 


made, but—as at the Argentine Pa- | 
’ vilion, 


has one of the best 
restaurants incidentally—if you're 
interested in an Argentine cowhide 
style of shoe, you can only buy it in 
Buenos Aires. 


which 


| ing 
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Wednesday, August 








the restaurant in that building, but 


despite the average American’s at- 
titude towards anything fascistic the 
Italian Line’s ultra service success- 
fully merchandises its restaurant 
through a number of things. 


for a gill of native vermouths, mar- 
salas and the like, but it does move 
a lot of vino out of the casks. 

The French Grab Policy 

The French really libel them- 
selves, according to the pretty 
rough take-’em routine in that pa- 
vilion, where even the chasseurs 
shill you for ‘a nice table, mon- 
sieur,’ and then you have to start 
giving up all over again. This is 
a friendly foreign government hurt- 
itself, rather than favorably 
propagandizing itself. 

Belgium More Genteel 

The equally advantageously situ- 
ated Belgian pavilion, with its ter- 
race also commanding a superb view 
of the illuminated fireworks, is a 
shade more genteel, but a $2 stake 
to the headwaiter will get you a 
rail-side table ‘reservation.’ All 
choice locations are thus too braz- 
enly bartered on a pseudo-‘reserva- 
tion’ premise. 

Then there are the pavilions 
which parade miniature cavalcades 
showing the liberation of their na- 
tive women, such as at the Turkish, 
which otherwise is a very charming 
forecourt restaurant. But, with the 


‘not too steep dinner, comes a Meyer | 


Davis band that plays a gamut of 
music that ranges from Dixie to 
Viennese, while in between parade 
models showing yesteryear’s veiled 


One of | 
them, for instance, is an exaggerated | 
cordiality; another is an Italian ‘na. | 
tive wine sampling room,’ which is | 
actually no giveaway, at 25c a copy | 


| ing. 
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TED LEWIS REVUE 


(ORPHEUM, L, A.) 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
Sylvia Manon & Co., Radio Aces, 
Shelton Brooks, Charles ‘Snowball’ 
Whittier, Lurline, Loretta Lane, Ted 





Lewis orch; ‘The Flying Irishman’ 
(RKO). 
Ted Lewis is back in town, this 


time with his ‘1940 Happiness Re- 
vue,’ and, as usual, packing ’em in. 
Lewis stage offerings can be labelled 
anything, but it’s the Lewis brand 
of stage fare that counts, and this 
is always surefire. 

Present offering has number of 
new personalities and some new 
routines, together with quite a little 
that’s strictly Lewis, but without 
which a Léwis show would be lack- 
Charles ‘Snowball’ Whittier, 
the maestro’s shadow, is one of the 


familiar faces. New to these parts 
as units of the Lewis show are 
|Svlvia Manon & Co., four-people | 
adagio act; Shelton Brooks, song | 
composer and pianist, working in 
blackface; the Radio Aces, comedy 


and harmony trio: Loretta Lane, fast 
tapper and swell looker, and Lurline, 
jive hoofer. 

Show runs nearly 
Lewis, as usual, 
the time. Many of his quips and 
quite a few of his tunes are old 
standbys, including ‘When My Baby 
Smiles,” which is worked several 


with 
most of 


an hour, 
working 


{times during the act, and ‘Me and 


My Shadow,’ with Whittier playing 
the shadow in a perfect imitation. 
Radio Aces are reminiscent of the 
Radio Rogues and the Ritz Bros., but 
with a different style all their own. 
They click like nobody’s business, 
as does also the Manon adagio act, 


'N. Y. FAIR PAVILION. 


CAFE OP BANKRUPT 


Bernardo Vizcaza, operator of Fl 
Cafe restaurant and bar at the Vene.- 
zuelean Pavilion at the N. Y. World's 
Fair, filed a voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy the N. Y. federal 
court Monday (21) listing assets of 
$1,515 and liabilities of $8,685. Among 
his creditors are 19 employes and 
N. Y. city and state for wages and 
taxes, $729. Musicians are also owed 
$386 and the Venezuelean 
ment $887 for rent. 

The assets include 
linens and glassware. 


in 


govern- 


liquor, food, 
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Outstanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World’s Fair 





te ee PT 


i ee 


Turkish women and today’s enlight- 
ened types, in Parisian attire. 

In analyzing each and every type 
of cafe, the restaurant men are 
basically concerned with this branch 


three males and femme. Edwa, 


New Aet 


Where New Yorkers Helped 
Speaking of Argentine, that res- 
taurant is unique because a prac- 
tical New York cafe man was called 


And Tomorrow 


WALTER 
DARE 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 

















in Ditto at the Chilean pavilion. of the Fair. They likewise don’t 
. _ y \¢ o ° ; 
NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE J) Fojjx (Fefe) Ferry from the Monte , blind themselves to the fact that the ' ROBBINS BROS. and MARGIE (3) WW A H L 
| Carlo (N. Y.) was just called into | Whalen spec is a whale of a show; | Dancing, Acrobatics 
= —-|the Romanian restaurant (Ferry is’ that there is plenty to be seen in 5 Mins. o ~ERece 
| of a Bucharest family), The Brazil- | the free industrial exhibit area; and | State. Late ' and ncvebatio act BILLY ROSE'S 
ian pavilion flew a crack Rio de that a Swift hot-dog and a Coca- | A crack dancing and acrobatic ac 


Four Step Brothers 


THIS WEEK 


offshoot of the Robbins Family, in 
which speed as well as clever angles 


AQUACADE 


Janeiro samba band north and then 
Jerome Zerbe from El Morocco 


Cola for 15c are much more within 


got 











B f t it the means of the average fairgoer. in their line of work figure. Turn } 

. TAY "f to run it ut for the rest, it has But that doesn’t attract the so- | consists of two men and a woman, | —————————e 

CADILLAC TAVERN been catch-as-catch-can, with rare ¢;lled class trade. They realize that | all of whom probably s:arted out as | R teed ty afl as the Leading 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. exceptions, they’re very essential for several | @¢crobats and added dancing after- ecognized by 

















Via NAT NAZARRO NEW YORK Parring the French pavilion for | obvious reasons. The idea is to woo | “4"4: - . ; : e) Tailors to Americans 
'expensiveness, the Italian Line runs, th i ei ‘ : Men open in a soft shoe acrobatic | 
; ms ; em back, figuring that the added | number, followed by Margie in a | 
tone will intérpret itself right down (tap novelty, both routines setting 
the line. them quickly and strongly. Num- 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 


bers are briefer than usually found. 
All three close in tumbling routines, 

Act has been around as part of the 
| Robbins Family when it numbered 
five: also as a trio, per the current 











| 015 YEARS AGO6 





























































































te TET Y setup. Char. ’ . ’ 
| (From Variety) sales ethene Best Coffee in England 
| The Palace, New York, undergoing LOOKING AHEAD QUALITY INN 
| new policy whereby no act would be es ‘ 
held over, unless previously con-, Ky. Nitery Buying Talent With Leicester Square f 
'tracted. There were a few excep- View to Cincy World Series LONDON, WEST-END 
tions, however. narmecnay 
Sriampaiienia 3everly Hills Country Club, New- | ——_ : 
Arthur Hopkins’ first play of the ir Ky., is erosive alli hae ' k ) ( kl] 
| Broadway season, ‘None But the WA a view toward the — CK ¢ *KICS 
Brave,’ was to have virtually an all- Series, which appears likely to be C iit ali( AUC c 
| male cast. 19 men and one woman. played in Cincinnati this year. Cin- NOW PLAYING 
| Louis Wolheim and William Boyd cinnati’s across the Ohio River from se 
had the leads. the Beverly. Tivoli Theatre, Melbourne, 
rene Club has set the Clyde McCoy Australia 
| Billy King, the colored composer | 2@%4 ag just that event, opening |] yy. Nar NAZARRO =©NEW YORK 
and actor, hit Broadway again, after | Sept. 28. 
a long stay in Chicago, with a new | — ee eee 3 sie 
| act. King was one of the oldest f th >, 
Negro actors in the game, having ra T bY F AT R FE t S TA "4 S 
been on the stage continuously for ‘The, Oo € 
35 years. zn 
—— a 
Home of James C. Petrillo, presi- 
dent of the musicians’ local, was 
a bombed Petrillo and his family 
, were asleep at the time, but none 
Was injured | 
Adelaide and Hughes clicked at the 
| Palace, New York; Paul Remos and 
| his midgets wowed ’em at the River- 
side, N. Y., and Frank Crumit was 
the draw at the Keith’s, Boston, j 
AND | along with Jans and Whalen. ( 
Irving Berlin sued Waterson, Ber- | GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
DANCING STARS lin & Snyder Co., music publishers, | 
| with which he had been formerly as- 
; " ' sociated, for contract violation. @ 
George Ross, World-Telegram: oom 
i Can compete with any other dancing couple we know. Betty Bronson, practically un 160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 
j | known to films, was selected by Sir 
\ Gene Knight, Journal: | James M. Barrie to play Peter Pan Bryant 9-7800 
Light, gay and informal is the entertainment in Rain- “* o film ay of the same name 
: : hart ° ° . ° ° ° | for Famous ayers, 
bow Grill, chiefly responsible for this happy situation | ’ te 
are Marlynn and Michael. | Block bookings received its first 
; | 
ih ~~ ’ attack at the Atlantic City conven- | 
i Dorothy Kilgallen: : P . | tion of Tri-State Regional Organiza- | . 2 
} Cold Star to Marlynn and Michael and their mighty | tion of the Motion Picture Theatre | GENERAL MANAGER 
' Polka sessions. | Owners of America. 
' Malcolm Johnson, Sun: Liquor in John Gilbert's life made | SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 
Marlynn and Michael do an exceptionally graceful ex- her sad, said Leatrice Joy, in filing BOOKING MANAGER 
ke a 6 oe . suit for divorce against John Gilbert. 
hibition of dane ing. Mrs. Gilbert was expecting birth of | 
pe _______ a child, ‘ 
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4 A’s Will Investigate TA Chiseling’; 
Claimed to Be Abetting Benefits 


-— + 


Another growing sere spot among 
performers is expected to come in 
for scrutiny by the Associated Ac- 
tovs and Artistes of America. Phase 
due for a searching probe is the 
Jheatre Authority. 

The TA was originally formed to 
eliminate, or greatly reduce, bene- 
fits, thereby affording more paid 
work for actors, It is charged now 
that certain TA officials nationally 
nre abetting benefits in order to 
draw down the 15% of the gross 
charge to the TA. This is split 
among all actor organizations to 
bolster their relief funds. The 
salaried TA representatives also get 
bonuses based on the amount of col- 
lections in their key city locations. 

One allegation is that some of the 
reps are calling strictly organiza- 
{ional and club shows, which ordi- 
narily would pay for talent, as bene- 
fits. Acts play these non-charity 
shows gratis, thereby afferding the 
TA its 15% cut. 

Theatre Authority grew out of the 
Actors Betterment Assn., formed by 
a group of performers to battle the 
benefit racket. ABA eventually be- 
came the American Federation of 
Actors and got a charter from the 
Four A’s, with the TA substituting 





es the crusader against phoney 

charity shows employing actors 

gratis | 
Ano.vher chisel charged by per-| 


formers is the failure of some TA 


reps to pay full expenses incurred |]; continued operation with vaude/|a unit. 


by acts in playing benefits. One in- 
stance is known of acts being prom- | 
ised $5 taxi fares, but receiving 
only $2. The matter was squared 
only after a vigorous squawk from 
the acts’ agents. 

Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- | | 
tary of the AFA, last April started | 
to probe the activities of the The- | 
aire Authority reps following re- 
ports of chiseling. His inv estigation, 
however, didn’t get very far because | 
of the then-impending investigation | 
of bis own regime by the Four A's. 


Can't bed Sing With 
Your Beer in Windsor; 
Hotels Appeal Blue Law 


Windsor, Ont., Aug. 22. 
In this 100,000-population burg 
ncross from Detroit in Canada, 
where all music had been barred in 
drinking spots, sippers hereafter will 
¢ven have to stop singing over .neir 
liquor. 

Ontario liquor board has warned 
hotel men that licenses will be re- 
voked if proprietors of tap rooms 
permit singing. In hotels, in which 
dining rooms are used for overflow 
from beverage rooms, all musical in- 
must be locked up, it’s 





slruments 
been ruled, 


Hotel owners, especially those 
Naving bands under — ‘t .or din- 
ng rooms, are pre yerens an appeal 

r clarification of the orde1 


2 Mills Bres. Injured 
In Car Crash i in England 


‘eaendon, Aug. 12. 

Herbert and Donald Mills ‘(Mill 
Bros.) and Norman Brown, guitar- | 
ist in the aggregation, were injured | 
last week in car smash while travel- | 
ing from Leeds to Liverpool on way 
to Douglas, Isle of Man, to do a Sun- 
day concert. Herbert Mills required 
seven stitches in his neck, while 
Donald suffered a wrenched back. 
Brown was least injured, suffering 
only from shock. Harry Mills and 
Arthur Lake, their manazer, were in 


| the Tower Friday (25). 
seat at anytime for 25c’ is same pol- | 


; under 

| closing. 
iof Frank 
|} acted in 


ham Minor, 
Adorables, 
} 


}on Monday. 








Louis Prima to Play 
N. Y. Strand as Single 


Orchestra leader Louis Prima and 
his trumpet goes into the Strand 
theatre, New York, as a single Sept. 
1 with the Ozzie Nelson band. Prima 
will work with the Nelson crew, of 
course, as the band backs all acts, 
but will primarily be a solo act. 
Combination is in for three weeks 
with ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ (WB). 

Prima’s orchestra is currently at 
the Hickory House, N. Y., from 
which he'll double, 


K.C. Tower Back 
To Vaudfilms At 
2c Top Anytime 


Kansas City, Aug. 22. 
Vaudefilms return to K. C. at a 





| 25c admission with the recpening of 


The ‘any- 
icy originated at the house in 1934. 


until last June. 
Operation of the theatre will be 
direction 


lease holders at present and opera- 
tors of the house until its recent 
Joffee was in charge of the 


house in 1934 when the two-bit 
| combo started. 
Stage presentations wiil feature 


three vaude acts along with a house 
band and the Glamour Girls, terp 
line, an m. c., and Novaline Payne 


/}and Milton Frank as specialty sing- 


ers. Production will be in hands 
Tracy, who previously 
same capacity. Mary Gra- 
former 
will direct the line. 
Joffee will draw 
from 20th-Fox, Universal and Re- 
public first-run contracts held dy 
Fox Midwest. Bill Simpson, now as- 
sistant manager at the Fox Midwest 
Esquire next door, will be house 
manager 

Joffee retains his position as di- 
rector of entertainment and adver- 
tising. for the Hotel Muehlebach. Ad- 
mish at the Tower last season listed 
a 25c mat and 40¢ evening top, al- 
though 25¢ straight was tried for a 
short time. 


HEAT CAUSES JESSEL 
TO KEEL OVER ON STAGE 


Exce Ve eat in New York 


For film fare, 


Mon- 
Gav and vesterds (Tuesday) caught 
up with George Jessel, currently at 
Loe State Comic toppled over 
Tuesday just as he finished the first 
morning show, after first telling th 
dience he felt ‘faint.’ 
Rut Zwerling leader of the 
State’s pit band, jumped up on the 
'cstage and helped carry Jessel off 


Latter resumed at the second per- 
formance. 

State itself is 
has been exces 
rooms. Jessel wa 
he complained, 
be getting old.’ 


Fay’s, Prov., to Reopen 


Seoul denne. Aug. 22. 
Fav's. Providence’s only vaudfilm- 


but the heat 
sive in the dressing 
s feeling it so badly 
‘I must 


cooled, 





another car, ahead of the others. 


_ Concert had to be canceled, but | 
boys were patched up well enough | 


Dy local doctors to open next day (7) 
at the Empire, Liverpool. 





Robert and Norma Tayntor re- | 


ewed for four weeks at Florentine 
rardens, Hollywood. 


er, reopens Sept. 1, bringing city’s 
theatres back to full 
Interior has been redeco- 


j}downtown 


strength. 


rated. and other improvements have 
been made to the stage during the 
}summer. 


Spot opens V¥ ith 
Their Faces’ and five 


lle 


‘Angels Wash! 
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PROD. ACTIVE AGAIN 


—— nd 


REVIVAL LOOMS 
FOR NEW StASON 


_———— 


Midwest Appears Focal 
Point for Production 
Shows — Trend Toward 
Flash and Femmes Evi- 
dent in Units Being 
Framed for All Budget 
Brackets 


BETTER B.O. 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

A hetiy unit revival looms for 
the coming vaude season, with pro- 
ducers shaping shows for all types 
of time and houses, 

A. B. Marcus is back in this coun- 
try afier almost three years in the 
Far East and Africa and is set for 
a string of vaude time with his units. 
He is also associating with N. S. 
Barger and Ned Alvord for a string 
of one-nighters from Iowa to the 
Coast and back. 

Ez Keough, loca] producer, has at 
least one unit going out, headed by 
Johnny Perkins. Jack Fine is plan- 
ning another all-girl show. Nick 
Boila is readying a show, as is Joe 
Clymas, of the Clymas troupe. 

‘Folies Bergere’ is on the road as 
Al Borde is booking one of 


| the Bon Air nitery fioor shows as a 


of Barney Joffee,} sidering puiting 2 
| who holds a management contract | talent unit togeiher, 
|from Fox Midwest Theatres Corp., 


member of the | 


| 


| ical builduy 


vaude layout Will Harris is con- 


special ail-colored 


After a few years of straight 
vaude shows, preduction and flash, 
plus the femme —y is coming 
back to theatres. The initial experi- 
ments with the fiash units indicate 
that they are once more of con- 
Siderable boxoffice value. 

Major Bowes a: 
picking up pleniy of time around 


the midwest Mikado in Swing,’ 
colored show, has a number of vaud- 
film weeks offered, but Harry Rog-| 
ers is undersiocod soid on conti nuing | 
the produciion o is present legiti- 
mate ioi 


Det. Nitery, Ist Seating 
100, Now Enlarging 


To Capacity of 1,000' 


Detroit, Aug. 22. 
Bowerv y €rv nere has purch: ased 
adjacent property and will start 
work immediately io enlarge spot by 


400 seats, { hing t seating Ca- 
pacity oO 1.00 Will boost ~ gta Ca- 
pacity to lf nes tne 100-seating 
cape é ( ne Fr: os “tn 
Dara openec 1 nve vears ago 

( ¢ E are Benny 
Re d St. Jo} 
I I € Vielbz B - 
dre ¢ Wi m 
Ch; ¢ ¢ File ette 
line (&) 


Al Rosen, B’way Sate 
Manager, Seriously Il!” 


Al Rose anager of Loew’s 
State, New York, is reported seri- 
ously 11] in an uptown hospital. 


He's curre UIA 


undergoing a phys- 
prior tO.a@ major opera- 


ition. Condition is the result of an 


acts of vaude- | 


ailment that first evidenced itself a 


couple sal it © ago. 


REOPENING FT. WORTH SPOT 
Fort Worth, Aug. 22. 
Ernie Palmquist, band leader who 


made long stav at Chez Maurice, 
Dallas. before it was closed, will re- 
open the Ringside Ciub, near here, 


| Aug. 31. 
Alta Piedmor blue nger, and 
Lester Om; ne t, will also 

be oO rt 


jateur groups are | tive reopening of the 
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Kay, Katya and Kay, AGVA Members, 
Start Ist Suit to Curb AFA Picketing 


+ 


Barnyard Oaklies N. Y. supreme court justice Ferdi- 
nand Pecora Monday (21) reserved 
decision on an application for an in- 
junction by Edwin W. Kay, Katya 
Komer and Bryan Kay, dancers, who 
instituted an action for $5,000 dam- 
ages and an injunction at the same 
time against the American Federa- 
tion of Actors, La Cabana, Inc., do- 
ing business as La Conga restaurant, 
and ‘Charles’ Diggs, delegate of the 
AFA, given name being false. It’s 
the first suit arising from the 4 A’s- 
IATSE embroglio. 

The plaintiffs assert that they ere 
members of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and were never mem- 
bers of the AFA. It is claimed that 
on Aug. 17 Diggs, as a representative 
of the AFA, ordered them to cease 
an engagement at the restaurant and 
started picketing the nitery because 
they were not members of the union. 
The three plaintiffs quit voluntarily 
to save the restaurant the embar- 
rassment of the picketing, but claim 
in their suit that, as members of a 
known union, the court should en- 
join further picketing of the res- 
taurant and allow them to work 
there unharassed. They also seek 
$5,000 damages from the AFA which 
is asserted to be a discredited union, 
whose charter has been revoked. 


Influx of Strollers 
Keynotes Depresh 
In Milw. Nite Clubs 


Milwaukee, Aug. 22. 


ae ae 











Dallas, Aug. 22. 

A chicken in every nitery’s 
pot is better than no cash in the 
till, according to a scheme 
worked out by Jack Lee, of the 
Eighth Avenue Club here. 

Price of admission each Mon- 
day night now is a chicken per 
couple. Fowls are popped into 
the chicken fry guests are 
served. Drinks are extra. 


Hirst in St. Loo 
Takeover; Sets 
Pickens as Aide 








St. Louis, Aug. 22. 

Hirst Circuit has obtained posses- 
sion of the Garrick, burg’s sole bur- 
lesk house, and Jack Beck is slated to 
manage it during next season. W. M. 
(Bill) Pickens, who has been pre- 
jsenting burlesk in the Garrick for the 
|} past 15 years and who is reported to 
|have grossed $100,000 in one season, | 
| before the depression, is skedded to 
| join Hirst as traveling representative | 
over the entire circuit. 

Pickens will endeavor to tighten up 
the wheel by filling in towns on the 
long jumps and thus reduce the rail- 
road nut. That has been one of the The yearly night club depression 
big problems that Pickens faced dur- has always come during July and 
ing the past few vears, as he had to August when most of the local 
pay fares for the road companies | night-outers spend their amusement 
| #rom Toronto to St Louis and from cash at summer resorts and camps. 
| St. Louis to Pittsburgh. Phe tenta- | This year the depression has been at 
ie o csarEseS 4S! an all-time low, with the result that 
after Labor Da: most of the large spots have cut the 
—— entertainment nut and gone in for 

either fewer acts, or cheaper ones 
One thing noticed the past few 


[DETROIT CAFE OPS. WIN “'Ss: ‘vise sitet’ 
POINT IN CURFEW FIGHT (ui ser eee a cree 














skedded shortly 


enter- 


tainers, Single girl accordianists 

and vocalists with a fair amount of 

Detroit, Aug. 22 looks are finding it easy to keep 

A show-cause order returnable Working for weeks at a time, where 

Sept. 9, was signed week by ©rdinarily floor show bookings were 
Caice, 


Circuit Judge Joseph A. Moynihan 


in the suit of Wayne 





Some of the best nite 
town, including the 


spots in 


county (De- Plankinton 


|troit) nitery operators to restrain House’s Red Rood, the Spa, Tic Top 
| the state liquor board from continu- | 74P and Miami Club, now employ 
; ; ’ strollers, satter are ypetting ny- 
ing its ban on sale of beer and wine . = po © 
é vhere from $25 to $75 a week. 
on Sunday mornin; WSS 
The Class ‘C’ Operators Assn 
troit, charge the board, under Gov 
irbitrarily, cap ) y A iy 
ih } ) ] ; ) r a 
titutionally n enfor gy the re- Opening of vaudfilm in four 
-ently-promulgated ri rhc Brandt circuit houses this fal] i be- 
) e¢ é r en 2 9 Staggered. The Flatbuch 
Cc Bro } will ope f t « Sept. 
Name ( D € ure Windsor B = zi: 
endar ere k Re ini Manhattan Sept 2! ane 
ing f De } a i a ton, Jamaica ‘ 
Heir I P | D y I e band, ¢ Dale ane 
M ¢ « % ri i [ Dupont will t mM the ( ‘ re 
, Gen I RP, t the Flatbush ne ( te cr 
af the Tic at the other three theatrs 
=e ee Jin ny Dorsey’s orch opens the 
Au on Sept. 21, and then goes te 
H ll : the Carlton Sept. 28 ° 
9 o~ * ul a } Sept, n 
ollywood, Des Moines page he 


vie Three other shows are set to play 
Nitery, Drops Shows the four theatres, all opening first at 
k : the Flatbush, in this order: Andrews 

Des Moines. Aug. 22 Ss NT : 
. Sisters, Milt Britton Band and the 


Hollywood Club. located out ide Honey Family, Sent 21: Cz b Cale 
the city limits, discontinued it. show /‘oway’s Cotton Club show, Sept. 28, 


and Larry Clinton's band, Oct. 5. 


booked from Chicago. Dave Fidler. 


{operator of the club, complained ‘ —_— 

lthat lack of biz forced the curtail- Folies’ to Canada 
ment. Irving H. Grossman booked Winnipeg, Aug. 22 
the spot. Winnipeg is to see its first stove 


The club will continue on a dine. 
and-dance basis, with a five-piece 
‘band. Fidler said he would restore 
| the floor show as soon as the cus- 
tomers started flocking in 
| Fidler also 


evue in 
Fi ischer’s 


years when Clifford C. 
‘Folies Bergere’ onens Aug. 
26 for a three-day run at the Walker. 

Advance men are in town plugging 
a , the Gate. Walker also ‘eports it is 

tated ne nat pur- oldcing dates open for several New 


chased the downtown nitery r r Yorl 

peg tn vd fi ” P aay nm york and English stage plays for this 

as Finkies, trom Fonnie George j cli and winter, though nothing is 
ill be known as Dave Fidle definitely set ac vet 
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BEST B’WAY SUMMER IN YRS. 


LEGITIMATE 








K. C. Arranges for 





4 LTC Plays: 


Memphis Has 6 Dates for 1939-40 





Kansas City, Aug. 22. 
Arrangements have been 
pleted for showing of four plays by 
the Legitimate Theatre Corp. in the 
Music Hall of the city auditorium, 
according to Jimmy Nixon, man- 
ager. Arthur Oberfelder, president 
of the LTC, conferred with Eugene 
Zachman, new city manager, last 
week. The four plays are to be in 
addition to the regular legit season 
in the Music Hall. 

Foursome includes ‘What a Life,’ 
starring Jackie Cooper and Mary 
Brian, as the opener Oct. 19-21; ‘On 
Borrowed Time,’ featuring 
Holmes, Nov. 9-11; ‘Golden Boy,’ 
starring Eric Linden, Jan. 11-13, and 
Eva Le Gallienne in ‘Hedda Gabler’ 
and ‘The Master Builder,’ Feb. 8-10. 


Book for the four plays will go for | 


a $6 top, against a single gate of 
$2.50 top for each production, 

Nixon announces that the legit 
season in the Music Hall will open 
late next month with a return of 
‘Tobacco Road.’ 


It was reported last week that | 
‘Little Foxes’ had replaced ‘Bor- | 
rowed Time’ on the LTC touring 


schedule, but 
LTC exec, 
Gallo says, 
still 


this ‘Fortune Gallo 
Says is erroneous. ‘Foxes,’ 
is not listed, with ‘Time’ 
skedded. 


Memphis’ Six Bookings 
Memphis, Aug. 22 
Prospects for the roadshow 
son in Memphis are none too bright, 
although local city fathers can point 
to six definite and fairly early book- 
ings as an indication that some- 
thing may be doing this year. 
touring 
year, 


s@a- 


shows were the total last 


Local Newspaper Guild is teaming | 


with Mrs. Martha W. Angier, con- 
cert promoter, to present the four 


Gallo-Legitimate Theatre Corp. pro- 


ductions. 
Auditorium 
Boy,’ Oct. 


Dates are for the Ellis 
and comprise ‘Golden 
24-25; Eva LeGallienne in 
Gabler’ and ‘The Master 
Builder,’ Nov. 15-16; ‘What a Life,’ 
Jan, 16-17, and ‘On Borrowed Time,’ 
the middle of February. In addition 
the municipally-owned auditorium 
has booked the southern company 


of ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ with 
Richard Gaines, for mid-November, 
and ‘Il Married An Angel’ for Feb. 


99 9 
4074, 


Hayes Opens Philly Season 
Philadelphia, Aug. 22. 
Helen Hayes’ ‘Ladies and Gentle- 
men,’ with Philip Merivale replac- 
(Continued on page 45) 


DOWN PAYMENT KEY TO 
H’WOOD COIN SOLUTION 


Another meetmg to consider the 
possible return of picture money to 
Broadway production may be held 
late this week between representa- 
tives of the Dramatists Guild and 
the studios. Sidney Fleischer, Guild 
attorney, has redrafted several con- 
troversial clauses in the proposed 


plan and will forward them to the 
film company offcials today 
(Wednesday) or tomorrow. Spokes- 
men for the two groups may get to- 


gether after that 

Points still in disagreement have 
apparently been somewhat clarified 
and now narrow down principally 
to the matter of the proposed $15,000 
down payment. Exact amount of the 
Payment and whether it should be 
an advance or a bonus is still unset- 
tled. However, representatives of 
both sides express confidence in an 
early agreement on the point. 

Luise Sillcox, Guild executive- 
secretary, is in Hanover, N. H., con- 
ferring with Dartmouth College of- 
ficials regarding plans for the drama 
festival to be held there beginning 
next or the following summer. In 
ner absence, Fleischer will repre- 
sent the dramatists in the confer- 
ences with film execs. It is expected 
that the revised draft worked out by 
the conferees may be submitted to 
he Guild council within t 

uple of week: 


the nex 


com- | 


Taylor | 


Five | 





| Shooting Accident Fatal 
| To Braggiotti’s Son, 14. 


| Sebastian Braggiotti, 14, son of 
Stiano Braggiotti, legit actor, was 
| sceidentally shot and killed by a 
| companion with whom he was shoot- 
| ing bullfrogs near Ogunquit, Me., last 
| Wednesday (16). Police said Charles 
| Winer, 14, of Lawrence, Mass., dis- 
| charged a small automatic pistol un- 


| der the impression its chambers had | 


been emptied. 
Notified of his son’s death in Chi- 


cago, where he’s appearing in ‘My 
Dear Children’ with John Barry- 


| more, Braggiotti left immediately for 
| Ogunquit, returning to Chicago Mon- 
'day (21). Fred Sears, stage manager, 
substituted during his absence. 

Also surviving are his mother ,an 
aunt, Gloria, and an uncle, Mario, 
the pianist (rey and Braggiotti). 


CENTRAL TICKET 
RUREAU QUT 
FOR °39-40 
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B.0., OPENINGS, 
HITS IN THE VAN 


This Despite Wailing of Poor | 
Biz— First 11 Weeks of 
Season Grossed $1,692,- 
100, Great Improvement 
Over 2 Preceding Years 
for Comparable Period 


EXPO INDIRECT AID 


Current summer season on Broad- 
way has been the most successful in 
years. That applies not only to the 
number of shows current, but also 
to the total gross business, number 
of hits running and the number of 
openings. This despite the crying 
towel on Broadway the past couple 
of months. 

New York World’s Fair, which 
was expecied to bring a boom in 
out-of-town trade, failed to have 
much direct effect on business, but 
| it is figured to have indirectly 
| boosted Broadway by luring an un- 
usual number of high-grossing mu- 
and new productions. That 
made the legit area more active, 
more people working 


| brought more total grosses. 


} 
| 


Total grosses for all shows for the 


| first 11 weeks of the current season, 
| with the figures fox 


similar 1l-week 


Possibility of a central ser ape {ate 88 the two preceding seasons, 
ticket office on Broadway now ap- — follows: 

UE REL PC Lu eemee ewes ON aes $1,692,100 

pears remote, at least for the coming | 1938 ....... FS OPH 1.114.400 

season. Idea, which was pushed by | 1937 .............0eeeeee . 1,277,100 | 

certain members of the League of | 

é | Current summer has also been un- 

New York Theatres, is opposed by | \.u9) in regards the number of open- 

other manager-members. of the ! ings. Three shows have preemed 

| League, as well as by the Asso- | since the start of the new season, 

ciated Theatre Ticket Agencies and | June 1 last. They were ‘Streets of 


the Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union, 


Those fighting the proposal see it | 


as a chance for monopoly by a small 
group, possibly tying in with a book- 
| ing outfit and producing firm. Some 
managers have indicated that if a 
central office is opened they will re- 
fuse to permit it to handle their tick- 


ets. but will distribute entirely on 
their own. There is also a possi- 
bility of concerted action by the As- 
sociated Theatre Ticket Agencies 


and the TMAT. 

With so much opposition to the 
plan and the difficulty that would be 
involved in setting up such a com- 
plicated structure, it’s figured nothing 
can be done to put the proposal into 
effect in the short time remaining 
before the start of t1e new 
Therefore, it will probably’ be 
dropped for the present, to be re- 
vived again neat spring. 

Agency association last week 
named two committees. One will 
open negotiations with the League 
regarding provisions for the new 


season 


ticke’ code. The other will draw up 
a code of fair practices for the < 
so yn’s membership 


Bayard Veilier Generally 
Denies Selwyn’s $7,500 


Claim on ‘Within Law’ | 


Bavard Veiller yesterday (Tues:) 
entered a general denial in WN. Y. 
federal court to the $7,500 action of 
Selwyn Co., Inc., against him. Plain- | 
tiff asserts that it is the owner of the 
film rights to the play, ‘Within the 
Law.’ assigned it by Veiller in 1911. 
It is asserted that he sold the rights 


in January, 1939, to Loew’s, Inc., for 
$7.500. and Selwyn seeks _ that 
amount 

Veiller certs that in 1936 the 


plaintiff was dissolved as a going 
concern, and as such has no legal 


rights. 

As the first copyrights were due to 
expire in May, 1939, 
claims Loew’s asked him, as 
ign them the rights 


A 


io renew and ass 
for which he was paid the $7,506 


14 
( 


| Paris,’ 


Boy,’ al! musicals. 
| 2 


itry estate of 54 spacious acres right | 
on the bay If an M-G-M location 


‘From Vienna’ and ‘Yokel 


‘Streets’ is a hit, 
‘Continued on page 45) 


| Lambs Gambo! on Green 


By BILL 











HALLIGAN 


Some 30060 hungry Lambs took to 
the woods Sunday (20) and, to coin a 
‘a good time was had by all.’ 
wolf in sight; they 
were all down in Ailantic City. 

Each year the Lambs Club holds 
its outing at the Percy Williams 
home at Islip, L. I. A rolling coun- 


cliche, 
There wasnt a 


|director can find ea sweeter spot I will 


throw away my well-worn cheaters. 
Saturday it looked like a dramatiza- 
tion of Bromfield’s ‘The Rains Came,’ 
but the luck of the Lambs prevailed 


and the day was ideal. There were | 
swimming contests hoop-rolling 
events, golf tournaments and 50-yard 


and } 


+ 

















Realism 


Nashville, Aug. 22. 

Ii's been a long time since it 
has actually happened, but a 
community playhouse Caesar, 
Thomas Donner, went down 
bleeding and muttering ‘et tu, 
Brute,” when an  oxerzealous 
fellow-am punctured him in the 
chest. 

It took several 
mend the wound. 


stitches io 








BOSTON CENSOR 
IN “SCANDALS 
WORKOUT 








Beston, Aug. 22. 
Censor John J. Spencer 
lslashed aw ay at George White's 
| ‘Scandals’ and ordered a number of 
| line and costume changes during the 
|first tryout week here. Spencer 
|ruled out bumps by Ann Miller, fea- 
| tured dancer; skimpy brassieres on 
line and showsgirls; all mention of 
the Deity in the script, and instruct- 
|ed local Shubert 
clean up a DuBarry skit and anothey 
one in which U. S. Navy sailors are 
represented as being drunk. He also 
found the ‘singing dogs’ skit partly 
offensive to official Boston's taste— 
j}and a further revision was ordered 
|in the brogue of a character repre- 
sented to be a woman of ill-repute. 
Latter had an Irish twang to her 
| speech until Spencer ‘recommended’ 
'a change. Spencer is from South 
| Boston, stronghold of the Irish in 
|this city. The singing dogs, featur- 
jing the Three Stooges and Willie 
| Howard, air their troubles in song, 
‘and cne of these verses describes 
the experiences of one dog asleep at 
the foot of a bed occupied by newly- 
; weds. This was clipped by the 
sor, but the 

| touched: 
{ The four 


| City 





cen- 
blackout was left un- 


dogs salute a dachshund 
by lifting their hind legs i: 


unison 

and yelling, ‘Heil, Hitler.’ 
‘Scandals’ reaped big coin in its 
first tryout week here ‘second week 


'on the road), 
| reviews. 


despite bad-to-medium 
Not in good running order 


when it came in, revue perked be- 
ginning with Thursday (17) when it 
was re-routined. 

Censorship stimulated word-of- 
mouth and the ensuing business 


wiped out all qualms occasioned by 


the light advance sale 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘George White's Scandals, Shu- 
bert (1 week) (1,590: $3.50) Big 


$22,500 for opening 


SianZa 


Wheeler Back to B’way 


For Schwab’s Musical 


dashes to the bar I won most of the 
atter, with Gus Weinberg and Joe 
Laurie in a photo finish for place 
After dinner a great sh as pre- 
ented on the terrace of the home 
Bill] Gaxton spoke briefly and intro- 
duced Nelson Rockefeller, who took | 
ja bow I was very much surprised, 
ndeed, as I had been calling him 
‘Butch’ all day I thought he was the 
trap drummer from Waring’s band. 
Gene Buck Victor Moore, Bobby | 
Clark and Charlie Winninger were 
presented to the old folks, and a 


'dav, occupied the 
|Gunness, the 


the defendant | Cows came 
author, | 


voung man did a travesty on Hitler 
that had them in the aisles. I advise 
ithe talent scouts to find out who he 


cs. He has plenty on the ball. Carl- 
ton Macy, Josephine Sable, James T. 
Powers, Jim Bradbury, Eddie Gerard 


and Sam Curtis. al] satellites in their 
portrait 
ceived an ovation. Vic has just pre- 
sented the life-sized 
painting of the revered Bob Hague. 
Then Fred Waring brought on hi: 
great glee club. They sang till the 


Lambs with a 


home, and the cows came 
home too early. 
As a touching finale the Dboys sang 
“ , 
I r Z ( de 


The Lord’ 


front pews. Vic} 
painter, re-| 


Hollywood, Aug. 22 
Bert Wheeler, returning to Broad- 
way musicals after 12-year absence 
is now at the Bon-Air country club 
Chicago, but reports to 
Schwab Sept. 15 for ‘Sailor 
Most of his time away 
stage has been spent in pictures. 


Lawrence 
Beware.’ 
from the 


Tone Back to B’way 


Franchot Tone legit again 
and heads for Broadway to start re- 
hearsals in Ernest Hemming 
play, ‘The Fifth Column, a 


goes 


way’s 
Spanish 


management to | 


Like Bway, Road's First 11 Weeks 
This Summer Reflect Generally 
Improved Legit Boxoffice Status 


Figures for the first 11 weeks of 
the current season, inclusive of last 
week, show that the road is having 
a better summer than usual. Grosses 
are running far ahead of any com- 
parable period in recent years, while 
total number of playing weeks are 
likewise way up. Prospects for the 
fall season are also promising. 

As a general rule, business on the 
road echoes conditions on Broadway, 
with a time difference of a season. 
That is because road legit depends 
primarily on the qualities of Broad- 
way shows, rather than upon gen- 
eral business conditions. Therefore, 
if Broadway has a good season, the 
successful shows usually tour the 
following season. Thus, the road is 
figured to be already benefiting from 
the improved tone on Broadway last 
season, 
| The Main Stem itself is having e 
| better summer than in several years. 
However, the upturn out-of-town is 
much sharper than in New York. 
That runs counter to expectations, 
because the New York World's Fair 
was expected to help Broadway, but 
the road had no such hypo on which 
to count. Answer to the better con- 
ditions appears to be simply the 
same old question of more enter- 
taining shows. 

According to available portents, 
the fall and winter season on the 
| road should be highly successful. 
| Among the promising touring pro- 
ductions are ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (two com- 
panies), ‘The American Way,’ ‘The 
Little Foxes,’ the Maurice Evans 
repertory of ‘Hamlet’? and ‘Henry 
IV,’ “The White Steed,’ ‘Hot Mikado’ 
{and possibly ‘The Philadelphia 
| Story,’ ‘Outward Bound’ and 
| ‘Mamba’s Daughters.’ ‘Oscar Wilde,’ 
' which had been slated to tour, now 
| appears off, 

Cemparative 11 Weeks 
Total grosses for the first 11 weeks 
of the current summer on the road, 
with the figures for the comparative 
| periods the preceding three years, 





| are as follows: 

/ aa $777,300 
A ee 385,700 
ee 547,500 
| 582,700 


Total number of playing weeks on 
the road for the 1l-week period of 
the last four summers have been as 
follows: 


BO ak eidiwiy mathiats ae 
reer es Terr Te 
SEE fets8s0s00+e0000 Oe 
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Odets Sisters’ Version 
To Open Group Season 





First to get the gun on the 
Theatre’s fall schedule will be Clif- 
ford Odets’ version of Chekhov's 
Three Sisters.’ Regular Group 
pany, led by Frances 
Luther Adler, 


Group 


com - 
Farmer and 
will compose the cast 


Harold Clurman and Stella Adler 
ll direct. 
The Surry Plavers and Carly 


Wharton-Martin Gabel also contem- 
plate pfoductions of the same play. 

Unon winding up final treatment 
on ‘Sisters,’ Ode+s starts work on an 
original, ‘Night Music.’ It’s planned 
for December rehearszis. His partly- 
completed ‘The Silent Partner,’ on 
which he’s been working for about 
a year, appears to be set aside for 
the present. 





Monty Wooley to Stage 
Porter-Fields Musical 


Monty Wooley will direct the new 


Cole Porter-Herb Fields musica! 
which Buddy DeSylva will produce 
on Broadway in the fall. Bert Lah: 
is set to top the cast. 


Wooley, currently making a film 
for Metro on the Coast, teamed with 
Porter and Fields in “The New 
Yorkers’ and ‘Fifty Million French- 


ner me years ago 
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Wednesday, August 23, 








Malvern Festival Plays 


In Good King Charles’|'s °° 


Golden Days 


Jdiveriing With careful re- 
writing of the last scenes, ‘What Say 
They?’ would possess enough for the 
West End 

As to U. S. presentation, the an- 
swer is in another English school 
play of last season. There is a defi- 
j nite similarity between ‘Housemas- 


| ter’ 


Malvern, England, Aug. 12. 

Hoato il come iy drama in three a 
Seorge Bernard Shaw; presented by Roy 
limbert; staged by H. K. Ayliff, at Mal- 
vern Festival, Aug. 12, °39. 
oy eS err Isabel Thorr r 
a Cre ere eseseeeseeeee eee Phyllis Sha i 
Ta49 Newtom.. ceeseoese Och Trouncel 
fseorwe Fox...... ecccceece Merbert Lomas 
King Charles IT......eceee-Ernest Thesiger 
Nell Gwynn bob Se sbeeeeea eee Benne 
Duchess of Cleveland -Daphne Heat i | 
Duchess of Portsimouth..... Yvonne Arnaud 
WONG OC WOME: << késcdeseuace Alexander Knox 
SSOGTIOP. TOUR. os ckaanccon Anthony Bushel 
Queen Catherine of Br aganza,. 


Irene V: an} brugh 





Play is billed as ‘a history lesson in 


three scenes, by George Bernard 
Shaw, who, through the person of 


Charles, the merry monarch, adroitly 
presents a discussion by the monarch 
of the heavens, on philosophy, human 
nature, religion, and the English as a 
people.’ 

Close your eyes and it’s grand en- 
tertainment, since the characteriza- 
iton is perfectly drawn. But not 
onee during the piece is there the 
least hint of theatre; nor, for that 
matter, is it ever intended there 
should be. Shaw knows well enough 
that his audience is more than will- 
ing to let him talk. It is a privilege 
never accorded to, and immediately 
damned, in anyone else who would 
assume such a prerogative while 
writing for the stage. When comes 
the curtain there's a sense of disap- 
pointment, but due factually to the 
author’s neglect to provide consum- 
mation to his conversation piece, a 
necessity in any stage vehicle, no 
matter how beautifully prosed. 

Its interest for U. S. audiences is 
mitigated by the historical agenda, of 
battles, political figures and intrigue 
of that English period. The charac- 
ter of George Fox, founder of the 
Society of Friends (Quakers), seems 
likely to feed American thought, but 
it’s a fading character. 

The last scene, in the Queen’s bou- 


doir, is a touching and fine piece of 
writing. Had Shaw bowed to thea- 
tre and introduced then the oft-re- 


(‘Bachelor Born’ on Broadway) 
and James Bridie’s play, even down 


to the cold, emotionless clergyman, 
i who seeks to stifle the emergence of 
youth from an attempt at bigoted 
suppression, and the daring female 
visitor. Dialog is Smart, with one 
|or two bits very close to the blue. 
This to a point where it might be 





ferred to villain in the piece, Titus | 


Oates, 
erine away from both her monarchs, 


in an attempt to seduce Cath- | 


there would be many to say this is a| 


great play. It stands now as a plat- 
form for admirable speeching. Prob- 
ably many will grant its greatness, 
but that will be over teacups and not 
in the market place of plays. 


WHAT SAY THEY? 


Malvern, England, Aug. 7. 





conjectured—just what part of staid 
Scotland is this university? A 
Broadway showing would require 
considerable pruning 

Story is of a Scotch university, to 
which comes a pert. French demoi- 
selle, Ada Shore (Yvonne Arnaud), 
who knows all the ropes. In the 
melee of the students’ time-honored 
celebration of their election of a 
rector. she’s mistaken by the uni- 
versity president (Anthony Bushell) 
for an expected secretary. Being 
financially depressed, she does not 
correct his impression. Then there's 
one Connell O'Grady, a talented Irish 
poet and literary man, a_ lovable 
character, who's hiding out on the 
place as the porter, McEntee (Cecil 
Trouncer). He had soured some 
politicos during the ‘trouble’ in: Ire- 
land, making him take to flight. The 
girl is his niece and he had sent for 
her to bolster the student attraction 
at a dancehall near the university, 
which he runs undercover. 

Alistair Sims plays the cleric for 
everything; Trouncer is picturesque 
as the rioting Irisher, Miss Arnaud 
makes her role ripple while Bushell 
has to play against his youthful ap- 
pearance and good looks, both diffi- 
cult to align with a staid university 


prez. 
Malvern, England, Aug. 9. 

Comets n threa acts by Robert Vansit- 
tart presented by Roy Timbert; staged by 
iH. K. Ayliff at Malvern Festival, Aug. 8, 
1959 
Davis Maitland Moss 
ford F zt R. Stuart Lindsell 

r Victor Blayd eee Ronald Ward 
Lady Farnileigh......cscces irene Vanbrugh 
Sheila Farnleigh ..Rosemary Scott 
Christopher Carruthers....Anthony Bushell 
Col, Carr-Hampton Julian D'Albie 
Bleanor .Farnleieh Margaret Withers 
Mrs. Carr-Hampton ...Kileen Beldon 
Lady Carruthers Isabel Thornton 


fomedy in seven scenes by James Bridie: 
presented by Roy Limbert; staged by H. k 

Avliff; dt Malvern Festival, Aug. 7, '3%. 
Sie Archibald Asher........Anthony Bushe!l! 
Jord Carshennie...... eoceccods. R. Hignett 
Mr. She teeseceeeess Norman Wooland 
Joan MeEnt »e cr eccecsees oe eo 7 
Mr. Milliken secveees COOffrey Lumsden 
M Mather RP Athi dy, immaerts | 
Misa Mere cccccceess- Lucille Steven 
Adolphus Hayman. ceecceoes . Alex MeCrindl 
7 sh Hayman..... eccocees Dorothy Smith 
Ada Shore ce eecccece -Yvonne Arnaud 
Professor HayMam..cecccceccese Alastair Sir 


Nellie Kell Se ee ree Phyllis Shand 
#vdellus Birkenshaw --E. Rayson-Cousens 

If ever a cast had reason to be 
sorry for themselves it is in feeling 


this play drift from them. 
final 


Fifth and 
scene carves up what to then 
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HILDEGARDE 


Currently Appearing 
SAVOY PLAZA HOTEL 
NEW YORK 
Held Over Until October 19 
OPENING LAMAZE 


HOLLYWOOD NOVEMBER »% 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 














The Berry Brothers 
THIS WEEK 
APOLLO, NEW YORK 


Via NAT NAZARRO NEW YORK 











Here is a play containing most of 
the ingredients for a London run. If 
it fails to get there it may mean that 
West End managers have decided 
that their audiences are tired of so- 
phisticated comedies dealing with 
the peerage, ex-chorus girls with 
lurid pasts, hunting to jolly old 
hounds and sex, a mixture of which 
the English theatregoer has hitherto 
taken in big hunks, It’s smart, occa- 
sionally too smart, with dialog that 
whizzes into obscurity. 

‘Dead Heat’ deals with people who 
are a delight to playgoers here, but 
U. S. audiences would perhaps find 
atmosphere a little forced in that 
represented through characters 
with superficial cleverness. 

Play presents the theme that love 
and business should be balanced. 
This is the idea of Pleasant (Irene 
Vanbrugh), grandmother to Sheila 
Farnleigh (Rosemary Scott). Girl is 
going headfirst into an affair with 
Carruthers ‘Anthony Bushell), who’s 
obsessed with the idea of entering 


, Parliament and prepares to let noth- 


ing stand in his way. The constitu- 
ency chosen happens to be that un- 
der the particular eve of the girl's 
father. Lord Farnleigh (R. Stuart 
Lindsell). From then on its a bit 
involved, with the couple going off 


first to try out their love in a coast 
hotel, staging th, affair at the hos- 
telrv where Sir Victor Blayde (Ron- 
ald Ward) is keeping under cover a 
barmaid and a girl from an inn ad- 
jacent to th e Farnleigh country 
mano} Li have been cited as 
witnesses in a divorce suit threat- 
ened by Mrs. Carr-Hampton, wife of 
the Master of the Hunt and the M.P. 

danger of losing his seat to Car- 
ruthers. 

There | is a mass of smart lines and 


considerable freedom in dealing with 


the seduction. Performers are first- 
rate, but outstanding is Ward, as the 
ne’er-do-well Blayde. He strolls 
through the play perhaps without 
reason but certainly with rhyme. 


Professor From Peking 
Malvern, England, Aug. 8. 





Drama 


in three acts by S. I. Hsiung: pre- 
sented by Roy Limbert; staged by H. K. 
Avliff; at Malvern Festival, Aug. 8, °39. 
Profe wv Chang .Alexander Sarner 
Mrs. Chang -Helena Pickard 
Lu Yine Alex McCrindle 
Miss Rainbow Wang - .Fileen Beidon 
Detective : E. Rayson-Cousens 
Det > -Pieter Cammaerts 
Pro ~ Pine Norman Wooland 
Mas ( S188 GB CRUG a stdc03seer nue 


Ld) 
Edward Hardwicke 


Miss C So ne (az a child) .Judy Wooland 
Mai ' Lucille Steven 
Migs Ww Wi xtisceees Morgery Pickard 
Master Chang. cocsess Ceoffrey Lumsden 
Servant eooese.- FP rvederick Bradshaw 
Mr. Hu = ath inlets a Fred A. Essex 
M I sahenn f Ravson-Cousens 
Miss Chang ‘ ...Daphne Heard 

A ra hovel attempt to com- 


‘) nNurpose 








Chinese! 


Sse SASS 


Drama at Malvern 


+ 


Malvern, England, Aug. IL, 
The first four of the six plays 
Scheduled for production at the 
Malvern Festival this summer 
have definitely failed to set the 
Thames on fire. Indeed, there’s 
small likeliiivucvcd of any, in their 
present shape, attaining West 
End presentation. 


Report is freely circulated 
here that Roy Limbert, who pre- 
sents the plays in association 
with Sir Cedric Hardwicke, re- 
fused to open until he received a 
guarantee of $5,000 toward the 
expenses of production. It was 
a matter of contention for some 
time, with rehearsals delayed 
and announcements published in 
the local sheet, that the Festival 
would not be held. Eventually, 
Malvern businessmen subscribed 
the amount required, and activi- 
ties were resumed. 








politics and female devotion. Some 


of the costumes and sets are pretty 
—they were so in the playwright’s 
successful ‘Lady Precious Stream’— 
but the present play has no other 
merits of that fantasy. Play covers 


political intrigue and gangster stuff 
in Chinese garb. While looking tor 
a proverb, you’re met with a gun 
and talk about communism, Japan, 
armaments and the generalissimo’s 
wife. Playwright Hsiung has at 
least succeeded in presenting an un- 
expected side of his country. 

Story covers the purpose of Pro- 
fessor Chang (Alexander Sarner), a 
presumably mild educationalist, to 
achieve a united China, this over a 
period of 20 years. He walks out on 
many wives during the process and 


manages always to tie up with a 
comely maiden. This last seems a 
weakness, but he really trusts no 
one in his schemes. A close asso- 
ciate, Professor Ping (Norman 
Wooland), is anxious to see him 
dead, but never quite manages it. 
With Chang prepared to bestow 
unity on his country, he sacrifices 


his son to a shooting squad because 
latter has cheated about his poor 


N. 





sight while joining the Air Service; 
then refuses to listen to a plea of a 
long-lost daughter. He is betrayed 
by his latest pretty and ready to be| 
assasinated, but is saved from the} 
bullet by one of his es (Helena 
Pickard), who has sneated back 
into his household as a servant and 
shielded him from the bullet. She 
dies in his arms while praising the 
professor for the secret plan he has 
for combatting Japan and which he 


} 


‘ ‘ 
Wi 





will reveal ‘tomorrow’ to the wait- 
ing generalissimo 
Weak writing does not help this 





story jell in the Chinese background. | 
It may be that Hsiung’s intention | 
was not to have the play done quite! 
so boisterously as here, and the droll | 
professor characterized so fantastic- 
ally. But, in toto, productional and 
casting defects certainly are not! 
alone responsible for the poor re- 
sponse nere, 
Malvern, England, Aug. 10. | 

In thresa acis ’ hiexsander VOR) ree | 
sented by Roy Lirnbe staged H. K 
Ayliff; at Malvern I ’ Aug. 10, °39. 
pa er ae ff y umMseden 
WORN tesebeecnds eoccees Ra (‘ousens 
EPG BEISSING, céccocscs A! inder Knox 
Te Ce. v66e6ebe | sradshaw | 
POM BATFE. os. cccdte Marsd n | 
Dudley Romney........ a ’ rh zer | 
WOO WOMB 6 60ccsccccscvese Alastair Sim 
DP cele ct ceakeénsaecaeae Phyllis Shand 
Maude Garden. .ccccccccses Milbourne 
Joe Pomeroy....cees.-s. ! im a thie | 
Mr. Botts... eereen Norman Wooland 
mr, Citterbat..ccases \ na Sarner 
Lady Pounce.......e.e.- Marga Withers 
Miss Pilking . Jes Marg Pickard | 
Pageboy ...... ‘ Veter Johnson | 

Some clever writing floats this 
play, and with the injection of sure 
bits of theatre, holds its punch quite 
consistently. Idea is not new. but the 
author has drawn on his acting ex- 
perience to set it in lively stagecraft, | 
aided by an entertaining story 

_It’s about Vane Barra, an estab- 
lished artist (Alastair Sim}, with a 
grouch against the racketing lealers | 
who sign youngsters to exclusive 
contracts at percentage rates. who 
tries to break his agreement, made 
years before. But the dealer (Ern- 


est Thesiger) refuses to let him out 


explaining that he has invested in 
building up the artist to where his 


paintings are now 
at a rising price. 
Lord Higgins (Alexander Knox), 
an American student and an admirer 
of Barra’s work, falls in love with his | 
daughter. Youngster has no money | 
but plenty of talent, and is prepared | 
to sign a contract with Romantyon, | 
the dealer, to get the marriage stake. 
Seizing this as an excuse, Barra suc- 
ceeds in enrolling them in a scheme | 
to stage his fake death in a fire: it | 
will show the youth the grasping side | 
of the business. The scheme works: 
Barra is immediately hailed as a de- 
parted genius, and Romantyon stages 
an exhibition at fabulous prices for | 


valued and ‘kept 





‘Spring Meeting’ 
toga Springs, N. Y. 
‘Springtime for Heary’ 


‘Autumn Crocus’ 
ter playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

‘Pygmalion’ (Lenore 

‘School for Husbands’ 
festival, Union college, Schenectady, 

‘Easy Virtue’ 

‘No More Ladies’ 
Conn. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (Slim Timblin)—Ivoryton (Conn.) playhouse. 

‘Private Lives’ (Eva Le Gallienne, Rex O’Malley)—Country playhouse 
Westport, Conn. 

‘The Constant Wife’ (Ethel Barrymore)—Maplewood (N. J.) playhouse 

‘Men in White’ (Alexander Kirkland)—Paper Mill playhouse, Millburn 


195 





Leading Strawhat Bills 


‘Victoria and Her Hussar’ (new, 
Beda, Harry Graham)—St. Louis Muny, 
‘Love and All That’ (new 
hegan, 
‘We Three’ (new, by Reginald Lawrence) (Norma Terris)—Bass Roc 
theatre, Gloucester, 
‘She Didn't Know It Was Loaded’ (new, by Hildegarde Dolson, 
Harris) (Louise Platt, 
‘Grass 
theatre. 
‘Gas Light’ (new, by Patrick Hamilton) (Claudia Morgan, John Emery) 
—Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
‘Marriage Royal’ 
port (R. I.) Casino theatre 
‘Fancy That’ (new, by F. C. Furcolowe)—Litchfield (Conn.) theatre 
‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)—Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 
(Douglass Montgomery, 


Me. 


Mass. 


(new, 


Pa. 


(Open Aug 


(opens 


theatre. 


‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye 


Is Always Greener’ 


by 


(Charles 


(new revue, by 


(Gladys Cooper 
Aug. 
(Edward Everett Horton)—Maplewood (N 


(Saily 


THIS WEEK 


by Owen Davis)—Lakewood theatr 


(new, 


by Alfred Grunwald, Dr. 


Fritz Lohner. 
@, Skow. 
ks 


Sylvia 


Virginia Valli)—Chapel playhouse, Guilford, Mass 
by Robert Pirosh)—Surry 


(Me ) 


Robert Wallsten) (Lucille Watson)—New. 


Mildred Natwick)—Westches- 


Ulvric)—Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. Y. 

(Charles Coburn, June Walker)—Mohawk Drama 
m. ¥. 

(Jane Cowl)—Ridgeway theatre, White Plains, N. Y 
(Martha Sleeper)—Temple playhouse, 


Greenwich 


‘Burlesque’ (Clifton Webb, Libby Holman)—North Shore players, Mar- 
blehead, Mass. 

‘First Lady’ (Violet Heming, Ann Mason)—Berkshire playhouse, Stock. 
bridge, Mass. 

‘The Man in Possession’ (Rudy Vallee)—Deertrees theatre, Harrison 

‘Springtime for Henry’ 
house. 

‘Seventh Heaven’ 
Hope, 

‘Brown Danube’ (Donald Woods, 


° Me 


(Edward Everett Horton)—Ogunquit (Me.) play- 
Farrell)—Bucks County playhouse, New 
Jane Wyatt)—Elitch’s, Denver. 


NEXT WEEK 
28, Unless Otherwise Noted) 


‘The Great Auk, or Co-Ops and Robbers’ (new 
Paper Mill playhouse, Millburn, N. J. 

‘The Revuers’ (new revue)—Country playhouse, Westport, Conn 

‘Bicentennial’ (new spectacle, by Allen Osborne)- 
Stockbridge, Mass. 

‘With All My Heart’ (new, 
quit (Me.) playhouse. 

‘Vote for Youth’ 


by 


Alex 


29) 


Eilers) 


, by Edward Alexander)— 


~Berkshire playhouse, 


Austin Parker) (Glenda Farrell)—Ogun- 


Kahn, William Provost)—Com- 


munity playhouse, Spring Lake, N. J. (opens Aug. 30). 

‘Gas Light’ (Claudia Morgan, John Emery)—Newport (R. IL.) Casino 
| theatre (opens Aug. 29) 

‘Berkeley Square’ (Lanny Ross)—Westchester playhouse, Mt, Kisco 
| N. Y. 


Philip Merivale)—Spa theatre, Sara- 


Th 


—Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass 


‘The Torchbearers’ (Alison Skipworth)—Lake Whalom players, Fitc!.- 
burg, Mass. 

‘The Guardsman’ (Kitty Carlisle )—Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, Mass 

‘Our Town’ (Thornton Wilder, Martha Scott)—Buckg County play- 
house, New Hope, Pa 

_ “Sprtagime for Henry’ (Donald Woods, Jane Wyatt)—Elitch’s, Denver. 

bd +] > oO 1 ace of the 2: 
She Didn’t Know It Was | ™2!Tiage photos in place of 
Loaded Production very smooth for a 


to shoot some pix of 
glamour girl, 


but Judy 


the literary 
gets a bit} 


| strawhat break-in, 


the Old Masters he holds under the | op while . shots are being made | direc 
early agreement. Barra’s return from 7 at es out that she’s just a woman | 
the grave in the guise of a new|\? love and her book is a phoney.| entry 
painter, with a stvle near enough to | Martin manages to kill the pix be-| good 
be the same as i@ lost ge 1ius. has rore they reach printer sink by ly vein 
Boe gua ee | bringing about a wedding between! wise 
(Continued on paz 47) | Judy and Nickie and substituting 


volved here, to make 


with Hardie A!f- 





Guilford, Conn, Aug. 21. | bright neatly staging. Consistently 
Comedy in three acts by Hildgarda Dol- | 800d casting and generally com- 
son and Sylvia Harris; presented by the | mendable performances. Miss Platt 
Chapel Playhouse; features Louise Platt | from pix, makes much of a not-too- 
andy reine Vallis sawed by Hans au | Meaty role, and Virginia Valli fills 
Playhouse, Guilford, Conn., Aug. 21-26. | CO-Starring shoes capably. Support- 
Alice Gardner .eeseees- Virginia Valli| ing standouts are Mitchell Harris, 
Tom Gardner.....sesses+es. Mitchell Harris | Alan Handley, Olive Warren and 
eee aera gg seses @2reccece a W ws n Cross. 
Judy Holmes. s.seceeeses Wluard rer”! Authors Hildegarde Dolson and 
TR SRG rae ....Marietta Canty | Sylvia Harris (sister of Jed) are 
Jerry Martin. Kkieaewe’ \lexander Cross | comparative youngsters who exhibif 
| Mine Pe | eres . pg ‘| possibilities. They've given a slight 
| Woman Reporter.........Flizabeth Stearns | ly new twist to the boy meets, loses 
Photographer....... ...2..Peter Van Buren | and gets girl theme. A pair of good 
Pirst Drak. ..scccss0ec: Robert Hart | acts are contributed by Joe Marra 
| Second POO are john B Boo > 
Delivery Boy....... 7 Wa ur 
Cheese King Ma i vs ; 
: M BROWN 
Chapel Playhouse, which has been THE WO AN 
| having a pretty good season with old Provincetown, Mass., Aug. 19 
standbys, is trving a new one this i, igedy in two acts (13 scenes) by Door ) 
week, a comedy. For summer fare,} sivnner: ataned by ee ee laattaan 
it’s ok iy. Against stronger stage| Roger Sherman; at Wharf theatre, Pro 
stuff, howe ver, it would prob: ibly neetown, Maass,, Aug. 19, '39 
| wither, but entertaining light pic- | Mary Brown. .....sseesees ae oo 
Sir Patrick Fielding....... Royal Bea 
tures have been made from flimsier | gj Gharles Hawkes St. Clair Baytield 
material than this. | Kenneth Sutter.......e++,...-Richard Rides 
Play is in the ‘Live Alone and Like | Pete Brown.........+00+- Dickie Van Patten 
it’ vein, Judy Holmes (Louise Platt) | po ng pee pele eae tte a a = 
| has written a book called ‘Get Your | Hr Moppe ee Ralph Me >rehou ane 
Man,’ with full instructions. A cock-!| Rev. Mr. Shell... ...eeseeee.-.-Len Me 
tail party celebrating publication of | Allen Child....... cocccesccess Olive Lockart 
the book is accidentally crashed by | Mrs. Goodberry......0+...-Madeline Marcus 
| Nickie Harrington (Alan Handley),| pots ee Marte He nice 
| who falls for Judy without knowing | Deputy Clerk... .. William: Chaliee 
who she is. When he learns she's! Policeman....... eocececccecss Paul England 
scrivener of the tome, he fears she | {{/S*nser--++++ ep acbeage Oo a eee 
will attempt to practice what she! porter” sic tel 5 ad et iiiam Challee 
preaches on him, so he walks out, | Usher........cceeeses panne need Paul England 
|into the arms of Judy’s rival, Kitty | Foreman........s.eeeeeeees John Cuddebact 
Thornton (Olive Warren). | a 
Judy’s enterprising press agent,| Here is the most promising try 
Jerry Martin (Alexander Cross), has|in this part of New England thi 
| arranged with a camera pal on Life! Summer. It needs little, if any, re- 


vision, and nothing more than a full, 
intense rehearsal by a company anc 


tor at least equal to those in- 
it a logica 
’ for Broadway. It’s also a very 
film possibility, although H»!- 
od might deem it commercia!! 
to have the story end happ 
(Continued on page 45) 
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LEGITIMATE GROSSES 





All 5 Frisco Shows Nifty; 2 Records, 


‘Cavalcade’ $37,900, ‘Folies’ $36,200 


San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

Heaviest legit lineup in many a 
moon now holding forth in Frisco. 
All hitting well in the black, de- 
spite competish of phenomenal ‘Ice 
Follies, riding its 17th week, and 
free name attractions at the Fair. 
Expo’s two main draws, with ad- 
mish charged, are ‘Cavalcade’ and 
‘Folies Bergere,’ which broke all 
previous legit records here this 
week, boosted by generally socko 
Fair attendance. 

‘Great American Family,’ opened 
at the Curran after Southern Cali- 
fornia tryout with ultimate Broad- 
way intentions, did only fair despite 
fine critical reception. ‘Swing 
Mikado,’ ex-Federal theatre hit gone 
commercial at the Geary, next to the 
Curran, continued to pack ’em in. 
Revival of ‘White Cargo’ at the Al- 
cazar drew passably, but heavy ad- 
vance reservations point to fairly 
good run. If successful at all, 
‘Cargo’ troupe may stay in town as 
permanent stock company for the 
Alcazar, formerly used by the Fed- 
eral theatre. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘White Cargo,’ Alcazar (lst week) 
(1,250; $1.10). Banking almost solidly 
on ‘Cargo’s’ reputation for sensa- 
tionalism, local company, with no 
outstanding names, pulled fair $4,200 
last week. Original $1.65 top was 
slashed to $1.10 after first few days, 
but will be restored next week now 
that biz is apparently good. 

‘Great American Family,’ Curran 
(Ist week) (1,770; $2.20). First week 
fair $7,000, but disappointing in view 
of good reviews. 

‘Swing Mikado,’ Geary (2d week) 
(1,550; $2.20). Second week off 
slightly from opening stanza, but 
still registered healthy $9,200. Ad- 
vance sales and hefty publicity 
building it, however. 

Treasure island 

‘Cavalcade of Golden West,’ Caval- 
cade (26th week) (5,000; $1.10). For | 
first time since opening of the Fair 
Feb. 18, ‘Cavalcade’ beat parking 
concession as top money-maker on | 
the Island. Show shattered its own 
previous records with smashing 
$37,900. 


+ 


| father, too. 


| romance. 
| 1S 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Aug. 21) 


more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Outward Bound’ (Cecilia Loftus) 

—Biltmore, Los Angeles. 
‘Scandals’ (Willie and 


Eugene 
Howard)—Shubert, Boston. 


‘Swing Mikade’ — Geary, San 
Francisco, 
‘The Great American Family’— 


Curran, San Francisco. 
‘Tobacco Road’—Mayfair, 
land, Ore. 


Port- 





Summer Tryouts 


Continued from page 44 














instead of retaining the present tragic 
ending. 

The tragedy of frustrated love and 
miscarriage of justice gives the play 
its punch, with the central char- 
acter of Mary Brown steadily tak- 
ing on added life as this develops. 
Mary Brown is the wife of a drunken 
sot, the father of her eight-year-oid 
son, Pete. As the play opens, the 
husband is sick abed, attended by a 
comely nurse, while Mary is work- 
ing at her husband's bench in the 
sail factory, situated in the English 
village. The nurse has been hav- 
ing an affair with Kenneth Sutter, 
manager of the sail factory, and he’s 
now in the midst of another with 
Mary Brown. 

The doctor has told Mary that her 
husband (who never appears) is 
slowly dying, and this has given her 
| hope and 





Pete, the son, would like te get away 
from the beatings inflicted by his 
Ii then becomes evident 
that the jealous nurse is going to do 
nothing to pave the way for this 
An added stumbling block 
the doctor's announcement to 
Mary that he has diagnosed the case 
incorrectly and that her husband 


‘Folies Bergere,’ California Audi- | —— i} live 
torium (2d week) (3,300; 75c). Up- sales sates = 
surge of Expo attendance, boosted Events move swiftly as the first 
by new free outdoor-show policy | act concludes. Nurse Turnbull slips 


currently headed by Eddy Duchin’s 
orch, reflected in steadily climbing 
‘Folies’ take. Show followed ex- 
ample of ‘Cavalcade’ in breaking all 
its Own previous records as well as 
those of preceding Auditorium at- 
tractions. Week's count was $36,200, 
several thousand ahead of any other 
week. 


MEMPHIS AL FRESCO 
MUSICALS 736 IN RED 


— 


Memphis, Aug. 22. 
Outdoor musical season, which 
started here with flourishing hopes, 
finished its five-week schedule under 


the Reginaid Hammerstein banner 
$7,500 in the red. Project, known 


as the Memphis Open Air Theatre, 
actually ran $17,000 shy, but had ap- 
proximately $10,000 in an advance 
guarantor’s fund. 

Season was a success from 
production standpoint, shows being 
of remarkable quality, with the ex- 
ception of ‘Roberta. ‘New Moon,’ 
‘Babes in Toyland,’ ‘No, No, Nanette’ 


the | 


a fatal dose of sleeping pills into a 
cup of chocolate she supposes Mary 
will swallow, but the ailing husband 


| gets it instead when he angrily de- 


deals mostly with the trial and con- 
viction of innocent Mary on circum- 
stantial evidence. Sutter takes Pete 


under his wing after the execution, 
at the final curtain. 

Courtroom scene is well staged 
}and convincingly written to a de- 
gree that leads one to suspect the 
whole story is based on an actual 
case. Though there are six succeed- 


ing scenes in Old Bailey court, these 
progress rapidly as episodes brack- 
eted by blackouts. 

Good performances are turned in 


Blondell, as the nurse, and Eda 
Heinemann, portraying a nosey 


villager. Dickie VanPatten, as the 
child, is not entirely natural in early 
scenes, but scores in the courtroom 
and closing sequence. Richard 
Rider does not quite bring full 
stature to his Sutter while St. Clair 
Rayfield is extremely satisfying as 
the prosecuting attorney. 

Courtroom proceedings have an 





and ‘The Vagabond King’ won un- 
stinted praise from the press. Broad- 
wayites participating 
Robertson, Nancy McCord, 
Sheehan, Vicki Cummings, Robert 
Pitkin, Ralph Magelssen, Eric Matt- 
son, Helen Gray, Elaine Arden and 
Ethel Taylor. 

Attendance totaled 60.000, same as 
last season, its first. and the $31,000 
gross also was practically the same 


Efforts are being made to have 
the city cover the loss this year. 
Project finished in the black in 
1938 on a budget of $6,000 weekly, 


but the Hammerstein regime upped 
costs to $9,000 per week for this sea- 


Gypsy Rose-“Burlesque’ 
Fair $3,800, Maplewood 


Maplewood, N. J., Aug. 22. 
_ Gypsy Rose Lee and Eddie Nugent, 
in ‘Burlesque,’ turned in profitable 
week at the Maplewood theatre here 
last weck. 

Current is Ethel 
‘The Constant Wife.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Burlesque’ Maplewood (1.420; $1). 
Stronger than anticipated, okay 
$3,800, in view of intense heat. 


Barrymore in 





RESUME ‘FOXES’ RADIO BALLY 
Herman Shumlin will resume radio 
exploitation Sept. 5 of ‘The Little 


Foxes,’ his production at the | 


al, N. Y. 
ments over 
WHN, N. Y. 

Ira Ashley is placing the time. 


Will use spot announce- 
WQXR, 


WNEW and 


included Guy | 
Jack 


air of authenticity, and the pathetic, 
futile attempt of the slum woman, 
Mary, to achieve some of life’s 
sweetness and romance through her 
middle-class lover is full-blooded. 
To Director Robert Foulk and Miss 
Field go special commendation foi 
their respective creative 
Roger Sherman’s five sets are good, 


as they have been all season at the 
Wharf theatre. Fox. 
Nate Saree sis 

| ‘GHOSTS’ HEALTHY 


| Nazimova Starrer Gets $4,506 in 
| Week at the Brighton, B’klyn 


| Brooklyn, Aug. 22. 
| Excellent notices and enthusiastic 
audiences for Nazimova in ‘Ghosts’ 
‘last week at the Brighton. Sharing 
jbilling with actress was Harry 
| Ellerbe. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Ghosts’ (1,400; $1) — Ibsen's play 

went big for her, $4.500. 


| 
| | 
| ‘Mikado in Swing” Quits 


4-Wk. Det. Date With 35G 
| Detroit, Aug, 22 
‘Mikado in Swing’ finished up a 


snappy month-stand at the Cass here 
| last week and skipped out witb be- 
| tween $35,000 and $40,000 to show for 
| the four weeks’ work. 

Estimate for Last Week 

| ‘Mikado in Swing,’ Cass (4th-final 
week) (1,500; $1.65). Final sesh 


P } ne for 
brought close to $7,500, good, for nine T ms a r € 


performances, 


‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- | 











| Violet Heming, ‘First Lady,’ Berk- 
shire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 
| Claudia Morgan, John Emery, A 
| P. Kaye, Florence Sunstrom, Mary 
| Gildea, ‘Gaslight,’ Spa theatre, Sara- 
| toga, N. Y. 
| Leonore Ulric, John Barclay, Bert 
| Bertram, Joan Bates, ‘Pygmalion,’ 
Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. Y. 
Lucile Watson, Richard Waring, 
| Reginald Mason, Philip Tonge, Perry 





| Wilson, Edgar Kent, Charles Trexler, | 


\Naney Spencer, John F. Roche. 
| James Orme Libbey, ‘Marriage 
/Royal,’ Newport Casino theatre, 
| Newport, R. I. 

Sinclair Lewis, Ruth Gilbert, Eda 
|Heineman, ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ Wharf 
theatre, Provincetown, Mass. 

Owen Davis, Jr., Fay Wray, Vir- 
ginia Dunning, Dorothy Bernard, 
Jessamine Newcombe, A. H. Van 
Buren, George Macready, Grant 
Mills, Keenan Wynn, Hume Cronyn, 
‘Love and All That,’ Lakewood the- 
atre, Skowhegan, Me. 

Marjorie Blair, Phyllis Thaxter, 
|Ada Hammond, franklin Gray, 





| Gimore Bush, Shirley DeMe, Ken- 


the courage to promise | 
| Sutter she will run away with him. | 


|} mands a drink. Village gossips in- | 
cite an inquest and the second act 


by Sylvia Field, as tne victim; Gloria | 


neth Bisbee, Nell McCoy, Arthur An- 
derson, ‘Call It a Day,’ Keene the- 
atre, Keene, N. H. 

Dorothy Mathews, Jabez Gray. 
John Boruff, Helen Wynn, Robert 
Allen, Tom Speidel, Anne Revere. 


erine Wiman, Rose Fillmore, ‘Grass 
Is Always Greener,’ Surry theatre, 
Surry, Me. 

Berilla Kerr, Lauren Gilbert, John 
Churchill, Donald Towers, Irene 
Ward, Aldrich Bowler, Dorothy 
Favini, Helen Kingsley, Harry Ir- 
|vine, George Shenk, Annabelle 
Brooks, Lillian Deissler, Josenh F. 
Foley, Kathryn Grill. Merritt Stone, 





Jean Guild, Waiter Coy, Julie Kim- | 
berly, ‘What a Life.’ Farragut Play- | 


ers, Rye Beach, N. H. 


K. C. Gets 4 Plays 


Continued from page 43 

ing Herbert Marshall as leading man, 
is announced for two weeks here, 
starting next month, at the Forrest. 
If nothing happens to this booking. 
to be followed Oct. 2 by Maurice 
Evans in the uncut ‘Hamlet,’ and 
then by a company of ‘Abe Lincoln 
in Illinois,’ it will mean the earliest 











jand most consistently-dated legit 
| Opening here in several years. Shu- 
berts’ other house—the Locust- 


| hasn’t got a definite booking so far, 


royan’s ‘The Time of Your Life,’ is 
mentioned to open. 

There's a chance the Chestnut 
Street Opera House, given up by the 
Shuberts a few weeks ago and an- 


nounced by its owner, the U. of 
Pennsylvania, as being razed after 
one year’s time if no new lessees 


were forthcoming, may be lighted 
this season. The recently-organi- 
zed Philadelphia Theatregoers’ Coun- 
cil, which held a mass meeting at 
the Forrest to discuss ways and 


means of pumping life into Philly’s | 


show business, has interested 


campaign. The PTC, as originally 
formed, was designed to spur at- 


| tendance, and not to either produce 


Or manage houses here. However, 


| the outfit is now trying to dig up a 


successes. | 


bankroll for local management of 
the historic Chestnut. 

The Erlanger will again be un- 
der the management of Samuel 
Nixon-Nirdlinger as an indie al- 
though no announcement of shows 
has been made. 

Detroit Leeks Geod 
Detroit, Aug. 22 

Coming legit season at the Cass 
here looms better than in several 
vears. Cass Saturday (19) wound up 
nifty four-week stand with ‘Mikad 
in Swing,’ first musical in years t 
play spot in mid-summer. 

Opener for this fall is “Hell-O- 
Houseboat,’ new musical, skedded to 
open Sept. 17. October notes the 


following for one week each: ‘White 
Steed,’ Katharine Cornell's ‘No Time 
for Comedy’ and Maurice Evans in 
\‘Hamlet’; November, Ethel Barry- 
|more’s ‘Farm of Three Echoes,’ fol- 
lowed by ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 
with Raymond Massey. Other pros- 
pects are John Barrymore's ‘My Dear 
Children.’ when it completes Chicago 
run: revival of ‘Outward Bound’ and 
Katharine Hepburn’s ‘Philadelphia 
Story.’ 
Buff Bookings 
Buffalo, Aug. 22 
The Erlanger has booked produc- 
tions thus far this season. 


| They are ‘Swing Mikado,” Aug. 
28-Sept. 2: ‘Skylark.’ Sent. 14-16; 
‘Married An Ange!},’ Oct. 12-14; ‘No 
‘omedy.’? Oct. 19-21, and 

n Illinois” Nov. 16-18 


Shepperd Strudwick, Joseph Wise- | 
man, Carl Gose, Barbara Dale, Kath- | 


but Eddie Dowling, in William Sa- | 


itself | 
particularly in a ‘save-the-Chestnut’ | 





Eagagements | Rain Boosts Bway; ‘Hellz Leader 
~ At $28,100, ‘Way’ 
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$19,700, ‘Streets’ 


$19,300, ‘Story’ $17,300, ‘Yokel’ 156 





_Bonfils-‘Whiteoaks’ 
Stolid $7,100, Denver 


Denver, Aug. 22. 

_ With Helen Bonfils, of the produc- 
ing Bonfils & Somnes combo in the 
| leading role, ‘Whiteoaks’ turned in 
this theatre’s second best gross of 
the season last week. 

‘Brown Danube,’ produced’ by 
| them in N. ¥. as well as on the road, 
is current at Elitch. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Whiteoaks,’ Elitch (1,525; $1.25). 
With six sellouts, gross was $7,100, 
,only $400 below season's best gross- 
er, ‘Susan and God.’ 








‘VICTORIA’ TEES 


OFF WELL IN 
ST.LOUIS 


St. Louis, Aug. 22. 

American preem of ‘Victoria and 
| Her Hussars’ here at the Municipal 
|theatre in Forest Park last night 
(Monday) grossed approximately 
$3,500, excellent, aided by heavy 
bally and upping of the advertising 
budget. 

‘Song of the Flame’ ended a seven- 
night stand Sunday (20) with about 
$30,000, good despite the fact that one 
performance was rained out. 


CONVENTIONS UP CHI’S 
‘CHILDREN’ TO $13,000 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

With conventions back in Chicago, 
the Selwyn gross here is being con- 
siderably upped each week. Besides, 
the house’s tenant, ‘My Dear Chil- 
dren,’ has come back strong in gen- 
eral b.o. and is now running around 
its high-coin mark once more. 

Nothing in the offing but ‘White 


Steed,’ which is figured for the Har- | 
Charles 


ris late in September. J. 
Gilbert would return stock shows at 
the Civic early this autumn should 
he be able to line up some names. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn 
week) ‘1,000; $2.75). 
000. 


Walloping $13,- 


. ’ 
Touring ‘Road’ 8G 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 22. 
unit ‘Tobaceo Road’ 
| went into the Mayfair far five days 
at 55¢ to $1.65 last week, being vir- 
tually a sell-out from the start, 
It grossed around $8,000. 


Draadehau nf 
NOoaasnow OL 





Best B’way Biz 
Continued from page 43 


‘Yokel Boy,’ still uncertain, and 
‘Vienna,’ a sponsored refugee offer- 
ing, apparently a commercial failure. 
There were no summer opening dur- 
ing 1938 or 1937. Three new en- 
tries this summer were ali attributed 
to the expected boom in Fair trade. 


Big grossers over the current 
summer, and their total receipts fo! 
the first 11 weeks, are as follows: 


‘Hellzapoppin’ $313,700 


‘Philadelphia Story’........ 214,800 
"SUreews OF PSTIS ....ssssees 179,300 
‘No Time for Comedy’...... 161,160 
The Tittle FPOxG@s"....<cees 35,900 


‘American Way' 


tt ie 127.700 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois 


119,500 


It had been predicted that after 
the disappointing business during 
May, June and July, there would be 
a sharp rise starting about the mid- 
dle of August, but so far the boost 
has been mild. Figured it may in- 
crease this week and next, but con- 
ditions after that are regarded as 
distinctly uncertain for the holdover 


shows. Although the new season is 
expected to be a late starter, the 
arrivals will begin to open in pro- 
fusion during September and Oc- 
tober. They will tend to crowd out 
all but the strongest holdovers. 

Still too early to predict much 
about the incoming crop. George 
White's ‘Scandals,’ currently being 
tuned in Boston, is due next Mon- 
day (28), but the incoming slate 
thereafte is still sl 


(15th 


| For the first time in Broadway 
| legit weeks, grosses upped during the 
‘last session, Nothing spectacular, 
but sufficiently to offer hope that 
several shows on the verge of fold- 
ing or going on the road may be able 
to hang on into the new season. 

Reason for the improvement was 
figured to be, partly, the Saturday 
(19) rain, which may have kept vis- 
itors from the Worlds Fair and pre- 
sumably drove some indoors, and the 
fact that mid-August theoretically 
always brings some upped business. 
Idea is that most vacationers are back 
in town and, with fall just around 
the next page of the calendar, inter- 
est in the theatre is reviving. 

Matinees continued to be good for 
several shows, notably ‘Philadelphia 
Story,’ at the Shubert; ‘No Time for 
Comedy,’ at the Barrymore, and ‘The 
Little Foxes,’ at the National. ‘Hellz- 
apoppin’ continues to pull standees 
at most performances at the Winter 
Garden. ‘Pins and Needles’ sold out 
both shows Saturday (i9) at the 
Windsor, which has no facilities for 
standees. ‘Tobacco Road’ did ca- 
pacity at the Forrest Wednesday 
matinee (16), 

‘No Time for Comedy’ is slated to 
close Sept. 4 and begins a road tour 
Oct. 2 in Boston. With Sophie 
Tucker in the middle of a squabble 
between Equity and the stagehand:’ 
union, the fate of ‘Leave It to Me,’ 
tentatively scheduled to reopen Sept. 
4 at the Imperial, is in doubt. 

First arrival of the new season is 
siated to be George White's new 
‘Scandals,’ penciled for the Alvin 
Monday (28). 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
| (45th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Prairie 
|; drama has been wavering the last 
| few weeks, but held fairly level last 
week: around $5,000 again. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter 








Garden 


(49th week) (R-1,671: $3.30). Screw- 
ball revue continues to pack ‘em: 
standees most performances Jast 


| week, with 140 upright at the Satur- 
day matinee (19); some improvement 
at $28,100. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(19th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Had 
a strong Wednesday matinee (16), 
but slipped a couple of nights and 
was a shade off for the week: $10,600. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (10th 
week) (R-1,116;: $4.40). Hopping 
along at profitable pace; up a trifle 
last week for $19,300. 

‘The American Way,’ Center (26th 
week) (D-3,433; $3.30). Spectacle has 
failed to get the expnected Fair draw 
and business has been seeping off 
since the reopening; may tour before 
| long; estimated $19,700, not enough. 
| “Phe Little Foxes,’ National (28th 
; week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Drama perked 
| a bit last week, with standees at both 


matinees: $9,400. 

‘The Philadeiphia Story,’ Shubert 
(22d week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Philiy 
| Barry comedy still getting the class 
draw; has strong matinee pull, with 
standees again at both afternoon 
shows last week; $17,300 last week. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (298th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Cracker 
drama felt the general improvement, 

selling out at the Wednesday matinee 
(16); $3,700 best in several weeks. 

| ‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (8th week) 
(R-1,107: $3.30). Revue continues 
gradual improvement; rated at about 
| $15,100, 


ADDED 

‘From Vienna,’ Music Box (10th 
week) (R-1,000; $2.20). Subsidized 
show had somewhat better attend- 
ance at both Saturday performances 
(19), but otherwise the week slid 
some more: around $3.800. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (90th 
week) (R-981; $1.65). Still plenty of 


life in this garment workers’ revue: 
had sellouts both shows Saturday 
(19); around $5,500 again 


‘OUTWARD’ OK 106 
L.A., ‘MIKADO’ $9,000 


Los Angeles, Aug. 22 

Legit biz not very healthy in three 
local spots, although takes satisfac- 
tory considering bill of fare and hot 
weather. Biltmore winds up two 
weeks with ‘Outward Bound’ (26) 
and gives way to ‘Great American 
Family.’ 

‘Mikado—in Swing’ is doing okay 
for itself at El Capitan and outlook 
is for few additional weeks’ stay. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Outward Bound,’ Biltmore (D- 
1,546; $2.20). Now in final week 
after fair returns. First week drew 
satisfactory $10.000 

‘The Mikadc—in Swing,’ E!} Capi- 
tan, Hollywood (3d week) (R-1.465: 
$1.50). Holding steady pace and 
third stanza brought another good 
$9,000, Indefinite run planned. 

‘Labor Pains,’ Musart (5th week) 
(D-350: $1.65) Struggling along 
aided by freq theatre partie: 
but $800 ft 


ient 
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Broadway 


Paul Gulick ailing at Mt. Vernon 


hosp. 
Bill Jaffe, 
togaing. 
Jean Dalrymple back from South 





film attorney, Sara- 


company, Aprile, has ‘La Bottega 
del Cafe’) (‘The Coffee Shop), by 
Goldoni, underway. 

‘E’accaduto a Paganigna’ (‘It Hap- 
pened at Paganina’) will be filmed 
in Italian and Spanish versions with 
duo-nationality cast. 

‘Il Carnevalle di Venezia’ (‘The 

SOo- 





America. 

Carmen Miranda set for a 20th- 
Fox film chore. 

Milt Lewis, of Paramount, in from 
the Coast yesterday (Tuesday ). | 

Film talent scouts vote the straw- | 
hats thus far a dud, for plays and | 
players. 

Joe Moskowitz most likely to the 
Coast this week for a month at the 
20th-Fox studio. 

Charles Munro of Hoyts Circuit 
has postponed his departure for Aus- 
tralia until September. 

Hotel Astor may dust off its base- 
ment grill on strength of its nifty 
roof business all suramer. 

Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount 
studio head, due in tomorrow, does 
not get in now until Monday. 

Don Weatherston and Mike Mc- 
Gillicudy now Don & Mac’s at No. ' 
18, site of the old Jack White's. 

‘Young Man with the Horn’ dra- | 
matization may see Ben Bernie | 
blooming forth as a legit actor. 

Montgomery S. Hill, of Kincey- | 
Wilby, and Louis Leffler, with Jef- 
ferson chain in Texas, both affiliated 
with Par, in town. 

Matty Fox, assistant to the presi- 
dent at Universal, holding down! 
Nate Blumberg’s desk in N. Y. while 
U's prexy is on the Coast regarding 
production setup for next season. 

Judge Eddie Brand, brother of | 
Harry (20th-Fox studio p.a.) Brand, 
in town on his first visit east and on 
the w.k. merry-go-round, being gen- 
erally feted. Returns tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 

Cecilia Loftus filed a demand for a 
jury trial in federal court in con- 
nection with her $50,000 action 
against the Shuberts for personal in- 
juries suffered in a fall at the Shu- 

ert, Boston. 

Leon Kimberly and Helen Page, 
sojourning at their Sebage Lake | 
(Me.) retreat, going under William | 
Morris (Nat Kalcheim) direction for 
their U. S. dates, after being in Eng- | 
land so long. | 

New experience on Sroadway is | 
the sound of the cops barking ‘Go to 
the Rivoli,’ ‘Go to the Roxy,’ etc., | 
trying to shoo part of the mob away | 
from the Capital, where ‘Oz’ and | 
Rooney-Garland is packing ’em in. 

Scott R. Dunlap, leaves the Coast 
Thursday (24) for New York to at- | 
tend Monogram directors’ meeting | 
next Monday (28) and will remain | 
east two weeks more to discuss new 
season product with W. Ray John- 
ston, 


; 

















Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 
Ken Ritter at the Ontwood. 
Eddie James m.c.ing at Penn- 
Stroud. 
Ban-Jo Wallace’s Leviathan orch 
at Bushkill Falls hotel. 


| causing 


Venetian Carnival’), starring 
prano Toti dal Monte, on location at 
Venice for exterior shots. 

The Prince of Mysore, who's been 
a stir in local press with 
his multiple baggage, »resenting his 
private ballet corps at the Villaggio 
Balneare (Bathing Village). 

Villaggio Balneare opening at 7:30 
a.m. instead of 8 to accomodate 
huge crowds; more than 45,000 en- 
tered the gates during the first four 
days new amusement center was 
open. Nightly television being 
shown on the grounds. 





London 


Anton Dolin off for Cannes vaca- 
tion. 


Gina Malo getting over eye 
trouble. 
Gabriel Pascal at tke Malvern 
Festival. 


Jack Harris touring with his own 
vaudeville unit. 

Willie Edelsten living 
ment at Cannes. 

Odette Athos at Troc cabaret Sept. 
4 for Charles L. Tucker. 

Ambrose’s band starts 10-week 
tour with Moss Empires in October. 

Phil Hyams back f: m vacation in 
Switzerland, with the missus staying 


in retire- 


n. 

Jack Raymond starts ‘Life of Les- 
lie Stuart’ for Grand National (Lon- 
don) Sept. 11. 

Board of Films Censors has in- 
creased its viewing charges from $10 
per reel to $16. 

Max Miller finishes with Warners 
(London) after four years and goes 
freelance next year. 

Issy Bonn to Australia for Frank 
Neil. Sails Dec. 8 and opens in 
January for 10 weeks with option. 


Harry Claff has received $100 each | 


from Charles Chaplin and Mary 
Pickford for Variety Artists Benev- 
olent Fund. 

Irving Asher has signed a contract 
with Conrad Veidt to make at least 
one picture a year over a period of 
several years. 

With the recent appointment of a 
Receiver for Earl’s Court, there is a 
likelihood several important exhibi- 
tions will return to Olympia. 

Jack Doyle and Movita 
Doyle) doing a_ vaudeville 
Opened on Bernstein circuit, 
Hyams Bros.’ chain to follow. 

Greta Gynt replaced Leonora Cor- 
bett in ‘Under Your Hat’ at the Pal- 
ace, Aug. 8. Latter rehearsing to 
appear in Noel Coward’. new plays. 

Jack Durant trying to cancel Eng- 
lish contracts to get home by Oc- 
tober when a third addition to the 
family is expected. Wife is Molly 
O’Day, former film player. 

Francis, Day & Hunter have 
signed Manning Sherwin for a year. 
Sherwin on a second score for a 


(Mrs. 





Dorothy Waldo Phillips directed 
Skytop Club’s ‘Skyrackets.’ 

Chet Walck’s Top Hatters played | 
Glen Brook’s second outdoor terrace 
dance. 

Buck Hill Players will premiere | 
Cornelia Stabler Gillam’s original | 
‘Fun for Sale.’ | 

Freddie Gilotti’s Carmen. dine-| 
and-dancery at Minisink Hills, will | 
become roller-skating rink. 

Trumpeter Ralph Stephens, with | 
Ben Eaton’s band at Buckwood Inn, | 
is brother of Decca recording-super- 
visor Bob Stephens. 


Rome 


seeney maneuvers being broad- 
cast. 

Bob Davis in Florence for an ex- 
tended stay. 

Silva and Ferara at the Casino dei 
Fiori, Naples. 

Doug Fairbanks, Sr. and the 
missus sunning themselves at the 
Venetian Lido. 

Prices at the opera being dropped 
to 10¢ minimum. 

International conclave of violinists 
slated for Genoa in 1940. 

Menagerie Jo Baker took back to 
Paris getting play here. 

New cinema. Svoia, being com- 
pleted on the Via Bergamo. 

Rival Cannes film festival taking 
a beating from the Italian press. 

Roumenians showing their films at 
the Venice Biennial for first time. 

Connie Bennett mobbed by 150 
cruising American schoolgirls in 
Venice, 

‘Hay Fever’ and ‘Nitht Must Fall’ 
being given by English players at 
Viarregio. 

Chester Hale Cirls signed for a 
repeat performance in 1940 at the 
Venice Lido. 

Nora and Jimmy Bell showing 
Arena Esedra-Moderno patrons how 
Americans dance. 

Plans going ahead for a new hotel 
on the Roman Lido, summer mecca 
of locs5s entertainment seekers. 

First Italian telecast reported to 
have been picked up by F. L. Ben- 
nett in Guernsey Islands, 840 miles 
away. 

Vivianne Romance and Georges 
Flamant on location in Sicily for 
‘I Compagni di Ulisse’ (‘Ulysses’ 
Companions’). : 

Newly formed film producing 


Firth Shepherd’s musical, after hav- 
ing scored ‘Sitting Pretty.’ 

‘On Guard in the Mediterranean,’ 
first picture made by Harold Huth 
since he became film director for 
Associated British, to be followed by 
his ‘Spring Meeting’ for same firm. 

Mary Maguire, Australian film ac- 
tress, to her wedding in a wheel 
chair then back to the London nurs- 
ing home where she has been some 
weeks. Groom was Captain Gordon 
Canning. 

If the family of Ramsay MacDon- 
ald approve, a play on the life of the 
statesman titled ‘Prime Minister,’ it 
will be staged in the fall by Jack de 
Leon. Author is Harold Rubinstein, 
a solicitor. 

New theatre, Brighton, named the 


Ralpf Lynn, directors. It will be 





|} ing attraction will be a Tom Arnold 
| pantomime. 
Curigwen Lewis, who made a 
name overnight in ‘Jane Eyre,’ mar- 
ried actor-author Andrew Cruick- 


shank at her brother’s Welsh church, | 





Aug. 12. Couple met last year while 
appearing at the Old Vic. 


Charles L. Tucker treasures con- | 


| tract with Bart McHugh, dated May 

| 1, 1911, to play Victoria Palace, 

| Philadelphia, for $30 per week, five 

| shows daily. Shows contract to most 

|} of his acts when they squawk about 
a doubling date. 


: , 
| Reginal Fogwell returning to film 


business via newly formed Aldwych 
Films, which just finished ‘An Eng- 
lishman’s Home’ for United Artists. 
He wants Robert Morley for lead in 


which he’s 
Lion. 
Newly formed Legeran Film Co., 
which is to make films for Charles 
Woolf, is made up of three important 


remaking for British 





| names in the industry. Le stands for | 


| Lever, the Prudential Insurance Co. 
| exec; ge for General Films Distribu- 
tors, «he Charles Woolf outfit, 


of Rank; the film financier. 

Erich Pommer held up his sailing 
at last minute to settle matters with 
John Maxwell. 
able Crichton,’ which was to be done 
|bv Mayflower Pictures, _ starring 
| Charles Laughton, is cold, 
| Mayflower to wind up. Pommer, on 
larrival in America, it’s reported, 
| will confer with Metro on a two- 
| picture deal for Laughton. Similar 
deal started last year, but faded. 


act. | 
with | 


Imperial, with Jack Buchanan and | 


ready around Christmas. and open- | 


‘The Case of the Frightened Lady,’ | 


and 
lran comprise the first three letters | 


Likelihood ‘Admir- | 


with | 





| Hollywood 


Shirley Ross to Toronto. 
Andrea Setaro to Honolulu. 
| James Blakeley in from N. Y. 


King Baggot to hospital for check- 
| up. 





Col. S. F. Jacobs out of the hos- | 


pital. 

Ralph Wheelwright 
hospital. 

Georges Renavent checked out of 
hospital, 
| Claude Rains back from his Penn- 
| sylvania farm. 


home from 


appendectomy. 


Ben Frank appointed vice-prez of 
Biltmore hotel. 

Virginia Pine 
minor operation. 

Linda Darnell to Dallas for per- 
sonal appearance. | a 

Anatole Litvak joins Miriam Hop- 
kins in Manhattan. 

Ralph Wheelwright back to work 
afier 10-day illness. 

Richard Arlen and'Sam Jaffe set- 
'tled their agency suit. 
| _ Lillian Roth granted divorce from 
Judge Benjamin Shalleck. 

James Cagney heads for Martha's 
Vineyard end of the week. ; 

Raymond Hatton celebrated his 
25th anniversary as a film actor, 

Victor Sutker joined Edward 
Small’s outfit as casting director. 

Frank Whitbeck mourning loss of 
his second elephant in two weeks. 

Lillian Gish and David Wark 
Griffith revisiting scenes of old tri- 
umphs. 

Geza Herczeg ordered to pay $300 
monthly alimony to Leopoldine Con- 
stantin. 

Jack and Ann Warner pull out 
Thursday (24) for N. Y. en route to 
Europe. 

Bernie Pollack takes over the 
Mills Music Co.’s local offices this 
| week, replacing Sam Myrow who 
| shifts to the home office. 
| It was Gregory Coleman, not his 
brother, Emile, who recently became 
|a father. Orchestra leader had been 
| reported as the proud parent. 


recovering from 











Paris 


Benoit-Leon Deutsch in from N. Y. 
| Irvin Marks off to Cannes for a 
| rest. 
Andre Maurois’ 
| screened. 

Norman Krasna and Eddie Buzzel 
in from N. Y. 

Gaby Morlay decorated with the 
Legion of Honor. 

Columbia’s president, Harry Cohn, 
in from New York. 

Gilbert Miller, in from N. Y., to 
Le Touquet for rest. 

Tyrone Power and 
bella, in from Cannes. 

Valdimir Goldschmann, St. Louis 
Symph leader, in town. 

Manny Wolff, of Paramount story 
department, in Cannes. 

Maurice Chevalier at Liege to do 
singing turn at the expo. 

Le Gymnase opening Sept. 26 with 
‘Achille,’ by Jean Guitton. 
Bob Kane, 20th-Fox, 
Goetz, Metro, to Deauville. 

Mogador theatre opened Aug. 12 
with old perennial, ‘Rose-Marie.’ 

Ramon Novarro engaged to sing in 
French pic, ‘Comedie du Bonheur.’ 


‘Climats’ to be 


wife, Anna- 


and Ben 


Somerset Maugham promoted to | 


Commander of the Legion of Honor. 
Alice Field engaged to appear at 
the French national theatre, Odeon. 
Leon Leonidoff, Radio City pro- 
ducer, held auditions while in Paris. 
Dolores del Ric replaced by Con- 





fur 3 
| Dusky Josephine Baker to star in 
new Casino de Paris show, which 
opens in the fall. 

French pic, ‘Remorques’ (‘Tug- 
boat’), starring Jean Gablin, sold for 
U. S. distribution. 

Eric von Stroheim’s next to be 


‘Dernier Delai’ (‘Final Delay’), 
alongside Suzy Prim 
Annual Rejane prize for young 


talent awarded to Madeleine Robin- 
son and Michel Andre. 

Maurice Hermits. 
director, in from N. Y. 
for his new fall revue. 

N. Y. and Paris jeweler, Arnold 
Ostertag, secretly wed to former 
Georse Hale girl Verna Long. 

Fernand Gravey (Gravet to U. S. 
| audiences) to be featured in ‘French 
;Can Can,’ which goes on lot next 
month. 

Marcelle Chantal’s car crashed at 
Cussey-Les Forges. nic actress being 
| badly shaken in addition to receiving 
minor injuries. 

Lilian Harvey windins up work on 
‘Serenade,’ based on life of Franz 
Schubert, with ‘Un Verre d’Eau’ as 
her next starring vehicle. 

George Raft, Norma Shearer. Mad- 
| eleine Carroll, the Edward G. Robin- 
'sons and the Charles Rovers (Pat 
Paterson) in from America. 


with 


Georges Huisman, director of the} 


| Beaux Arts, appointed French dele- 
sate to Cannes International Film 
| Festival. Phillippe Erlanger appoint- 
| ed substitute. 
| Director Marcel l’Herbier announ- 
; ees he’s given up ‘Les Compasnons 
| d’Ulysse’ (Ulysses? Companions’) be- 
|eause Vivianne Romance (France's 
Mae West), who had spot in the pic. 
insisted she wanted to supervise the 
| scenario and dialog. 


chita Montenegro in French pic, ‘Bi- | 


| Bobbie 


Lynn Bari out of hospital after 





| 








| 


| 


| Khuzz 
‘Folies Bersere’ | 
ideas | 
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Steve Swedis Orc 
Oasis 
Rert Bailey Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidetberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
tia be Vere 
Pegey Hall 
St Clair «& 
Nonie 
Louis 


Durand 
rrison 
Streeter 
Rae 
Paris 
Joe Gumin Cre 
Kenny Way 
Little Ray 
Plankinton House 
(Red Room) 
Marlow Sis 
Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Orc 
Mary Webb 
Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 
3 Jokers 
Rendezvous 
Bob Matheson Ore 
Grace Browa 
Rendezvous 12 
la Nore Sis 
Marge O'Brien 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn Varr 
Jerzy Lynn 
Billy Lamont 
Reno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 
Hal White 
Scaler's 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing KIurdick 
toma Costello 
706 Club 
Al Harris Orc 
Teddy Capp 
Schwartz 


Spa 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 
State Gardens 
Earl Rige Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 


Strand Annex 
Simeon Philipoft 
Bert Snyder 
Elburia Johnson 
Billie Lamont 


Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 
Tic Top Tap 


Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 

hilly Gray 

Jerry Bergen 

Nina Varela 
Virginia Gibson 
Gene & Connie 
Chet Boswell 
Rider Sis 


Larry Powell 
Irene HKurke 
Helen Savage 
Joan Kogers 
Migron 

Rags Gallagher 
Joan Harris 
Jack Farrell 
Eve Evon 


Toy's 
Case Landis Ore 


Kay Crandell Orc 
Wirth’s Futuristic 


Jack Fexer 

Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 


Wisconsin Root 
Fran Meekin Ore 


Tom Sheridan 





Joe Sanders Orc Gonela ‘Wasee 
aos phen Ore Maxine HKeguette 
Irene Griges Zunker Gardens 
Claude Parmenter Lyle Stann Ore 
Anchorage | Larry & Davis 
Hughie Morton Ore} Nora Lewis 
M nonce Deane Kenny wood 
Arlington Lodge Aerial Ballet 
Kier Morrison Ore Ben Young Ore 
Baleonades Ginny Braynrard 
aratty Clas Ore 3 Youngsters 


Bill Green's 
Benny Burton Orc 
Ilda lola 
silk Birken 

Crest 
Jimmy Smith Ore 
Kddie Jones 
June Gardner 
Jack Rodgers 
Carnevale Puppets 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 

Club Cariton 
Neil Brant 
Di Carmo 
Nita Norman 

Cork and Bottle 
Carla Moore 
Nick Parillo 

Eddie Peston’s 
Mike Peyton 
Bertha Muller 
Hazel Calloway 

EF! Congo 


Kine Races Ore 
Ain 28258 ec 


Connie Simms 
Great Beulah 
Gladvs Sege 
Buddy Mack 


The Empress 
Congo Darlings 
Billie McAllister 
Evergreen Gardens 
George Baurer Orc 
Saunders 
Palmer 
Sherry Lane 
Mary Lou Savage 
Carol Crane 
Hetel Henry 

Dale 
Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Bon Aire 3 

Hotel Schenley 
Howard Baum Orc 
Aston 
Jack Rogers 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy 
Harry 
Johnny 
Al 


Harkness Orc 


Catizone 
Martin 
Fritz 
DiLernia 
Itatian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 
Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 


Monterey 
Billy Springer Ore 
New Penn 
Husk O'Hare Ore 

Marty Miller 
Thompson Sis 
3 Hot Spots 
Raymond & Arden 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Chick & Lee 
Zang & Todd 
Maurine & Norva 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 
5§ Rhythmaniacs 
Alice Brooks 
Boogy-Woogy 
Jack Lewis 
Zip Klein 
Reggie Pvorak 
Al Mercur 
Jim Buchanan 
Harry Nossokoff 
Pines 
M Spitainy Ore 
Billy Sherman 
Faye Parker 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Lynn & Mason 
Dewey Moon 
Mimi Chevalier 
Chicquita 
Jack Smith 
Riviera 
Earl Mellen Ore 
Show Boat 
H Middleman Ore 
Verne & Arlene 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Dolan Ore 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 


Webster Hall 


Nelson Maples Orc 
Billy Rizzo 
George Weber 
Buzz Mayer 


West View 
Jack Crawford Orc 
Hary Crawford 
Carl Miller 
Cub Higgins 
Sam T. Reed 
Ritchey Circus 

Willows 
Red Nichols Ore 
Bill Darnell 
Johnny Duffy 





CLEVELAND 


Alpine Villiage 
Otto Thurn Ore 
A'ards & Adrienne 
Bert Sloan Co 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Hv Barron Ore 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Sloe 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Deane & Thomas 
Dorothey Wayne 

Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
Cedar Country Cluo 
Sherdina Walker O 
Slim Thomas 
5 Aces of Rhythm 
Ann Baker 
Dorothea Adams 


Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Bloomfield & G 
Streamlined Sue 
Duke & Prince 
Dick Montgomery 
Helen Wiles 


Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
3 Ex-Gentlemen 
Crandall Sisters 
Doreen 
Art West 
College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Morgan Sis 
Eadie Rollins 
Dolly Dallene 





Town and Country 
‘lub 


Tinney Liveng'’d Ore 


26th & North Club 


Bill Schweitzer Ore 


M Merrymaker Orc 








Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 42 








Clare Ray line 
Eddie Barnes 


Golden 
Paul Simonetti 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 


Glow 
Ore 


Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Onc 
Harold Copeland 
Lill Lochman 
Lola Walker 
Harry Meyers 

Hatton's Club 
Fred Heikell 
Lois Miller 
Ruth Parker 
Kay Kristman 
Mary Jane 

Hotel Allerton 
Sondra & J Steele 


Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Ore 
Walt Bergen Orc 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
Joe Rose 

Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar Ore 


Margie Knapp 
Haskell 
Pierce & Roland 


Jack & Fddie’s 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vie Corpora 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl be Luca 

Monaco’s Cafe 
Willard Pott's Org 
Marilyn Maynard 
Grant Wilson 

Mounds Club 
Dunes 
Jules 
Jdack 


Roya 
DeVorzon 
Webb 

Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Olive White 
Zing & Todd 
Gale Sextet 
Southern Tavern 
Ted King Ore 
Don Kaye 

Stanley Club 
Kary! Norman 
Sonny Brooks Ore 
Billy Bodeway 
Eileen Castle 

Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 





Judy Janis Rose Morgan 
Romany Three Sonny Carr 
DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Lowry Clark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Vic Abbs Ore 


Chene-Trombley 
‘The Drunkard’ 
Marty Souther 
E A Ferguson 
Gertrude Winer 
Hilly Morell 
Jim Stevenson Ore 


Fastwood Gardens 
Jan Garber Ore 
Club Imperial 


Huntho Chan 
H'wood Beauties 12 
Marge Mansell 
Nub Brown Ore 
Jefferson Beach 
Bill 
Paul 
Gil 


Carlsen 
Skinner 
Rutzen 


Ore 





Club Lido 
Carroll & 
Chiquita 
Bennett 5 
» 


Gorman 


Ralph Fisher Ore 


Lake Orion 


Northwood Inna 
Rita & E Oehman 
Jack Campbell Ore 
Harry Davis 
Lee Webb 

Oasis 
T.eonard Seel Ore 
Manetle Omey 
Bud Desmond 
Douglas Wright 
Bertha Forman 
Al Miller 
Ken Conroy 
Military lunatics 
Desmond & Desm'4 

Palm Beach 
Danny Beck 
Jackie Del Rio 
Jess Sides 
Don Pablo Ore 


Powatan 


Sammy Dibert Ora 
Mildred Fenton 

Redford Inna 
Don Miller 

San Diego 
Ray & FEileen 
Nelson Thomas 
Geo Presnell 
Merle & Earl Ore 


Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Koom) 


Sonny Burke Ore Frank Gagen Orc 

Nebiolo’s Bob Allen 
Yevo & Doro Walled Lake Casino 
Freddie Maher McFarland 2 Ore 
Di Giovanni J 
Monty Wysong Westwood Gardens 
Ray Carlin Ore Gene Krupa Ore 

y a 
SYRACUSE 

Andy’s Ina Royal Jesters 
Danny Boone Sunnie Blue 
Patsy Kline 


Abel Barbuto 

Al & Sally Russell 
Avalon 

Garling 
taymond 


Club 


Stu 
Keke 
Irving 


Obie Johnson Ore 
Dina Martin 





Clansonettes 
Johnny & J H rn | 
Club Miami 
Lee Burnett | 
Betty Smythe | 
Pat Hagen | 
! 


Enna Jettick Park | 


James Ore | 


Sonny 

W Colleano (23) 
Watkins 

Hotel Onondaga 


(Starlight 


Koof) | 
Herb Gordon 


Ore 


Hotel Syracuse 


(Walnut Grill) 


| Swinegsters Ore 
|} Nancy 


Wayne 
Luigi's 
Mann 

(6) 
Gardens 


Pond Ore 
Mann 


Mickey 
Vanettes 
Palm 


Stubby 


Ore 


Toots 
Richardson's 
Cass Sanders Ore 
Rita Armitage 
Whit Wagner 
Smith's Pier 


Ore 


. 


Stu Ellison 


Town Club 
Jean Devorse 
Henry Cole 
Joe Reno 


Maxine Wright 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babettes 

Eric Correa Ore 
Vernon & Vanoff 
Dorothy Wood 
Flo & Gloria Hart 
Bath and Turf Club 
Bill Brady 
Diana Reed 
Wally Wanger Gls 
Harry Dobbs Or 

Celebrity Club 
Alan Gale 
ten Tracey 
Frances Leslie 
Sonny & S Dahl 
Andrews Sis 
Eddy Bradd Ore 

Chez Paree 
Gypsy Nina 


Georgette 
Luddy Bryant 
Clicquot Club 
Alice Fields 
George Scotti 
Kdythe Fields 
Mike Keeley 
C Roberts Ore 
Joe Camoratita 
Bobby Varges 
Club Nomad 
Saily Keith 
Dave Fox 
500 Club 
Sophie Tucker 
White & Manning 
Lois Harper » 
Gene Marvey 
Roarigo & Franc'e 
Sammy Watkins O 
Harlem Club 
Larry Steele 
Detroit, Red 
Myra Johnson 
Lois Deppe 
Billy Nightingale 
H Penn & Pennettes 
Hotel 
Bill 





Traymore 
Madden Orc 


Lumberion's 
Pooshee Pooshee 
Le Hola 

Nick Nickerson 
Paddock Interna’tl 
Zorita 

Filiott 


hirby 


Johnny 
Marie 
Rillie Harris 
F Farmery Orc 
Carr & 

Paradise Club 


Johnson OF 


Cole 


Charlie 
6 Lindy 
Wila 


Hoppers 
Mae I.ow 
Willie Jackson 
Bill Hailey 
Kdward Sis 
Kaloaha 
Lethia Hall 
Bobby Gaston 
Raymond & Ford 
Henry Wetzel 
Margaret Watkins 
Billy Griffin 
Kitty Murray 
Mae Lewis 
President 
Lola King Ore 
Rooney & Timbers 
Theodore & Den'ha 
Elsa Harris 
Renault Tavern 
(Prank Palumbo’s) 
Lee Bartel 
Eddie Waite 
3 Lunatrix 
Gaylords (3) 
Ritz Merry Go Rd 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Dale Sherman 
Al Shelleday 
Torch Club 
Princess Arica 
Arthur Blake 
Murry Swanson 
Clyde King 
Don Shaw 
Effie Green 


Hotel 
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OBITUARIES 


MARK VANCE 


,radio player, died Aug. 14 at his 


Mark Vance, 58, trade newspaper- | home in Rensselaer, N. Y. Survivors 


man, formerly on the staff 
Variety, died Aug. 22 at the Will | 
Rogers Memorial Home at Saranac. | 
ll] for several years, Vance was ad- 
mitted into the Rogers Home in 1937. 
He failed rapidly in the past few 
months, 

Vance entered show business as a 
press agent, first coming to New 
York as p.a. for Frank Tinney. He 
bad a brother in vaude years ago. 

His wife and a son survive. Fu- | 
neral services will be held some 
jime on Friday (25) from the River- 
side Memorial Chapel, New York, 

CAROLINE B. NICHOLS 

Mrs. Caroline B. Nichols, 75, mu- 
sician, conductor and vaude per- 
former, Who appeared on the Keith 
circuit at the turn of the century, 
died in Boston Aug. 16 after a long 
jtliness. 

Native of Dedham, Mass., she 
studied -music at leading conserva- 
tories and in 1888 formed ‘The 
Fadettes,’ a female orchestra. With 
that organization she toured the 
country extensively. 

Surviving is a 
Daniel, of Canton. 

ULRIC B. COLLINS 

Ulric Blair Collins, veteran ac- 
ior, legit manager and long an as- | 
suciate of William A. Brady, died in 
New York Aug. 18 after a long ill- 
ness. 

In the Brady production of ‘Way 
Down East’ he appeared in the juve 
role of David Bartlett and later 
toured for years with the road 
company version. He also had been 
business manager for Brady. 

Funeral services held Sunday 
(20) in N. Y¥. Surviving ar his 
widow, Mrs. May H. Collins; a 
and sister, both of Berkeley, 


«sister, Jennie 





brothe1 
Cal. 
CLARA MORANDO 

Clara Morando, 80, died Aug. 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Though not a pro, she was known 
in the trade as ‘Aunt Clara’ through 
her association with the Foy Family 
as housekeeper and ‘mother’ of the 
eeven Foy kids. Her association with 
the Foys began in in 1918, shortly 


20 in 


after the death of Mrs. Eddie Foy 
She travelled with the act when it 
was on tour as guardian over the 
children, known even then for thei 
mischievousness, 
DON MATTHEWS 
Don Matthews, 56, a pianist who 


appeared in many legit productions, 
died Aug. 12, after a long illness, in 
Staten Island, N. Y. A vaudeville 
performer in his youth, he last was 
connected with Jack Blue’s dancing 
school, N. Y. 

Burial in N. Y. Widow survives 

SUE GREEN 

Sue Green, 37, screen player, died 
Aug. 12 in Hollywood She had 
played in numerous Hal Roach pro- 
ductions during the last eight years 

William Whitten, 65, 
ron circus and theatrical 
died Aug. 11 at his home in 
field, O. For more than 30 
he had been with advance crews of 
circuses and carnivals. During the 


Ak- 
billposter, 
Mans- 


years 


veteran 


winter he had posted for several 
Akron theatres. Widow and a 
daughter survive. 


Roscoe T. Sharer, 66 
comedian and 

rel shows a quart 
ago, died Aug. 11 at his 
Alliance, O. Widow 
sisters, survive. 


’ 


musician with min- 
er of a century 
home in 
and three 


Harry Genung, father of Harry 
Genung, Jr. (Harry Arthur, WSMB 
New Orleans, announcer), died of a 
heart attack in Gulfport, Miss 
Thursday (17). 

Mrs. Olympia R. Corie, mother of 
Ann Corio, burlesque stripper, died 
Aug. 12 in Hartford. Leaves seven 
daughters, 18 grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 

Mrs. Cora Belle 
mother of Bert Gardner, actor and 
member of the Lambs, died Aug. 3 
at her home in Binghamton, N. Y. 

Harry Drammin, 26, former mana- 
ger of the Webster theatre, Hartford, 
died in that city Aug. 20 of a strepto- 
coccus infection. Mother survives. 








Harry Forbes, 52, film cameraman, 
ied in Los Angeles Thursday (17). 


Clinton Ten Eyck Clay, stage and 


Milwaukee. 


| man, 
agent, respectively, died Aug. 22 in| 


Gardner, 71, | 


of | are three brothers and a sister. 


Frances Sigsbee, 50, 
circus press agent, died 


Mrs, 


iwo sisters and three brothers, 


former | 
Aug. 12 in} 
Survived by widower, | 


Father of Sam and Irving Fish- | 


theatre operator and vaude 
He was 72. 

of Lee Sholem, assistant 
for So] Lesser, died Aug. 17 
Ili. He was first manager 


Chicago. 


Father 
director 
in Paris, 


|of Ambassador hotel, Los Angeles. 


Floyd A. Tomes, 48, died in a San 
Antonio hospital Aug. 9 from an in- 
ternal hemorrhage. He was United 
Artists South Texas rep. 

Theodore Fees, 66, retired mu- 
sician, died at his home in San An- 


tonio, Aug. 15, after a short illness. | 


Charles Brand, 58, 
nician, died Aug. 


sound tech- 
12 in Hollywood. 


EASTWOOD, DETROIT, 
SEEKING NAME BAND 


Detroit, Aug. 22. 

Fastwood Gardens, outdoor dance 
spot here, will stay open till Sept. 17 
if negotiations for an additional band 
are fruitful. Westwood Symph Gar- 
dens, run by same management this 
year, is slated to shutter Aug. 3} 
with Jan Garber. 

Garber. currently at 
followed there by Vincent 
Thursday (25), while Ted 
Weems comes in Sept. 1 and closes 
spot Sept. 10, unless anothe: 


obtained. 





Eastwood, 
will be 
Lope , 


band is 


Crosley’s New Ball Team 
Aug. 22. 


one 


Birmingham, 


Passing out of the 


hands of 
into the hands 
of another, the Birmingham Barons, 
baseball team in the Southern 
League, was the past week by 
Ed Norton, president of Station 
WAPI. Birmingham, to the Cincin- 
nati Reds, of which 
Jr., is chief owner. 
ance between radio 


radio station ownel 


sold 


close alli- 
baseball is 


The 


and 


thus maintained. 

Crosley made a visit to Birming- 
ham several weeks ago. at which 
time he became interested in the 
Birmingham ball club. 

MARRIAGES 

Eleanor Murphy to Carl Ward 
Dudley n Noroton, Conn., Aug. 17. 
ie’'s Metro writer and nephew of 
tide Dudley 

3arbara Sheldon to Ralph Ed- 
wards. in West Redding, Conn., Aug. 


19. He's a CBS announcer, 
Jean Dopson to George Wettling in 


Superior, Wis., Aug. 14. He’s drum- 
mer with Paul Whiteman’s orches- 


tra 
Rochelle 

son, in Ensenada, 

Bride screen actress; 


Hudson to Hal Thomp- 
Mexico, Aug. 16. 


groom's write! 


Joan Fontaine to Brian Aherne, in 
Del Monte, Cal., Aug. 20. Bride is 
film actress and sister of Olivia de 
Havilland: he’s the screen player. 

Jean Alleeson to Robert Bould, in 
Los Angeles, Aus 18 3ride is a 
inger: he’s fil studio compose! 


Tallve Dunston to Jack McKee, in 


Green Hills, P: Aug. 16. Bride is 
legit plaver; he’s manager of Green 
Hills summer theatre 

Berv! Scott to Johnny Weissmul- 


ler. in Garfield, N. J., Aug. 2] He's 
the film ‘Tarzan’ and swimmer, pres- 
in Billy Rose’s Aquacade at 
York World’s Fair. 


ently 
the New 

Florence Meye! 
in Mt. Kisco, N. Y., Aug. 21. Bride 
is legit player, daughter of Eugene 
Mever, newspaper publisher; he’s 
screen and legit player. 

Eda Rosenthal to Ken 
New Orleans Tribune 
Aug. 22, in N. O. 


Gormin, 
columnist, 


- BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Wiliam Srere, daugh- 
ter. in Los Angeles, Aug. 15. Fathe1 


lis indie theatre operator there. 


Mr. 
in Milwaukee, Aug. 10. 
engineer at WISN, Milwaukee. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Hamilton. 
son in Memphis. Aug. 12. Father is 
orchestra leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
in Hollwwood, Aug. 18 


icéer 


William Buell, son. 
Father is in- 


dependent film proc 
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Practical Evidence 





Washington, Aug. 22. 

Washington correspondents 
who attended Leo Casey’s blow- 
out at the Fair Saturday (12) 
were deluged last week with as- 
sorted menus from Fair restau- 
rants showing that you don’t 
have to mortgage the old home- 
stead to get a hot dog on the 
grounds. 

Accompanying menus were in- 
timate, personal letters from 
Casey belitting the ‘high cost of 
eating’ talk that has been going 
around. 

Menus sent included Childs, 
Toffenetti’s, Schlitz, and others 
in same price-range. 


MORE PAYROLL 
CUTS AT N.Y. 
FAIR 











Further slashes jin personnel at 
‘the N. Y. World’s Fair over the 
weekend indicated that the total 


number of employees would soon 
be down to 5,000 or less. Expo 
opened with nearly 9,000 on the pay- 
roll but early trimmed to 7,000 and 


j later cut the staff to 6,000. Acgom- 
|panying the reduction in employees 


was a new slash in pay. Publicity 


department received a 5% reduc- 
tion. 

Consolidation of various depart- 
iments and elimination of numerous 


Powell Crosley, | 


divisions outright from the top men 
down pointed to reduction of de- 
partments in the Publicity-Promo- 
tion building to only the special 
events and publicity 


Sec’s Wallace Chides 
Vhalen on U. S. Pledge 
Washingion, Aug. 22. 


Grover Whalen was accused 
Wednesday (16) of trying to 


hitch 
part of financial embarrassment of 
N. Y. Fair onto Uncle Sam’s coat- 


tails Charge was made by Secre- 
Wallace, U. S. 
chairman of N. Y. Fair 
He stated Whalen 


misleading’ statement 


Commission, 
made a ‘seriously 


regarding 


' Federal government obligation to- 
5 
ward Fair. 

‘The financial difficulties of the 
Fair are regrettable,” Wallace said, 


to Oscar Homolka, 


and Mrs. Ai Ericson, daughter, | 
Father is | 


with fan dancer Faith Bacon. Long- 
Teaching an old lion new tricks closed Greenwich Village still 
cost Enrique Gonzalez Suarez, ap- rumored as Sally Rand's next ven- 
prentice trainer with the Interna- ture. 
tional Circus, his right hand. i; Current inter-union squabbles 
The cat mauled him when he was among show people not worrying 
| trying to teach the animal how to officials unduly. 3y signed agree- 
hold a whip, his hand becoming sO ment there ean be no picketing on 
badly mangled it had to be ampu- Treasure Island 
tated } 
Seas N.Y.’s War Fears 
VETS SUE CARNEY Despite the failure of attendance 
‘ : , this year to stack up to official ex- 
Syracuse, Aug. 22. pectations, as well as disquieting | 
Sui financial signs and the hints that the | 


they can 
any lack of 
of the Fede 

Wallace’s statement was issued in 
reply to letter sent Aug. 9 by Whalen 
to bi Fair Corp., in 
I that the Gov- 
ernmé had promised failed 
$1.500.000 toa the 


‘but traced to 


the part 


hardly be 

generosity on 
ral government. 
yndholders of the 
but 


‘The Corporation expended 
proximately $1.558,000 in 


ap- 
consiruct- 


ng the Hall of Nations for foreign 
governments which were invited by 
e U. S. Government to participate 
in the Fai Whalen’'s letter de- 
clared ‘The Corporation had as- 


surances from the appropriate Fed- 
agency of a Federal appro- 


priation to cover these costs. Such 


an appropriation was ntroduced 
nto Conegre but failed of p - 
age 
laggir nis siatement a eri- 
( V f 1 £ W ace aenie 
any < irance of further Fe 
eral fins al aid had been given 
by Commission or any Federal 
agency, and 1 when Congre 


litional funds this 


made by Fair 


Teacher’s Penalty 


Mexico City, Aug. 22. 


suit for $2,700, charging breach of 
contract,.has been filed against Ideal 
Exposition Shows, Inc., by American 
Legion Post 268 of Oswego. 
According to the complaint, the 
earny failed t& keep an Oswego date 


‘ €€ of A = be 


' 


aetna ern 








San Francisco, Aug. 22. 

| The Golden Gate Exposition reg- 
| istered its biggest non-holiday week 
18, with 
For the 


| for seven days ending Aug 
| 364,958 paid admissions. 

| first time, weekday attendance hit 
| over 40,000, average being 44,928. 
| The seven-day average was 52.137. 
| Eddy Duchin is consistently out- 
drawing predecessors like Ted Lewis 
and Benny Goodman at the free 
| afternoon shows in Temple Com- 
| pound and at the free night dances. 
| Gayway’s take is double what it was 
| in the spring, hitting $90,000 last 
; week. Phil Harris’ orchestra, with 
vocalist Ruth Robin, booked to fol- 
low Duchin Aug, 29. 

Despite assurance there will be no 
second year, rumor has it that auto 
license plates now being manufac- 
tured will read ‘California World’s 





| still in the east on’ biz connected 
with his racetrack interests, has 
been unavailable for comment. 

July railrcad traffic into San 
Francisco was 100% ahead of last , 
July. Local rail biz was up 15% 


over-all. United Air Lines reported 
San Francisco travel up 35° over 
last year at this time. 

Readjustments 


Food concessionaires are being 
| given readjustments retroactive to 
| Aug. 1 on expo’s share of tleir re- 
/ceipts. Average kickback of restau- 
| rants to the Fair is 12% on food and 

15°_ on drinks, with stands paying 


sliding scale up to 20%. 
Plan of management to charge 
concessionaires for cost of demcoli- 


tion at show’s conclusion is griping 
some Operators, who have appointed 
Julian Harvey, of ‘World in Motion,’ 
to head committee looking the 


} 
matter. 


into 


set to foid after Labor Day. 
Deal to book Jack Benny for a 
week is reported cold, though the 


comedian may come up for two days 
a la Edgar 
to free audiences. 
Estonian Village 
week for $1,000 in 
called ‘First major crime on 
Island. Actually, ‘Candid 
was mulcted of $1,500 earlier with- 
out publicity Camera outfit has 
moved from the end of the Gayway 
to stall formerly occupied by 
‘Gloria,’ nude painting show which 
folded. ‘Worlid’s Large:: Horse’ also 
has trotted off after months of slim 
pickings. . 
California 
‘Folies 


3ergen; that is, perform 


was stuck up last 
what the press 
the 


Camera’ 


housing 


Auditorium, 


Bergere’ will turn over 
profits to State of California general 
f ud, inasmuch as the state put up 
the building. ‘Folies’ smash houses 
must counteroalance deficits of the 
preceding ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ 

Dailies Beef on Tieun 
String of neighborhood papers, 
which published special expo sup- 
plement on promise of the Fair to 
allow it to handle special combina- 


ticket deal 
Was 


tion when manage- 
back down by 


threats of big dailies to cut down on 


quit 


ment forced to 


publicity. Chronicle, in fact, has 
abandoned four-page Fair tabloid | 


supplement and is including Island 
news in regular section. , 

Sept. 7 will be Showmen’s Day on 
the Island, with Sally Rand donating 
talent for the Music Hall show. Ed 
Brown chairmanning event. 
' Mc- 
Caffery, prexy of Showmer Leas 
of America, and Harr) 
president of the Pacific Coast 
men’s Assn 


which will be attended by J. C 


praves, 
Show- 


Esther Miller. San Francisco 
motoreyeli suffered severe lacera- 
tions last week when thrown in her 
turn at ‘Globe-a-Drome.’ It yne 
of big show's few accidents. 


New Gayway girl] show, ‘Streets of 


the World,’ is reported dickering 
} g 


city administration might make over | 


the Flushing Meadows fair site 
a municipal park, a second 
the New York World’s Fair in 1940 
appears as likely as eve Biggest 


into 
year for 


Fair—1940.’ General Manager Strub, 


Weaker Gayway shows are | 


Bands and Name Acts Hypoing Frisco 
Fair's B.0.; N.Y. Looks Set for a 2d Yr. 


pean war which would automatically 
| kick out foreign governmental sup- 
port in the Court of Nations zone 
and might make a second year’s gate 
more dubious than now anticipated. 
Curtains for the Fair at the end 
of next October may be merely a 
| rumor motivated by many factors. 
One of them might be regarded as 
a buildup to get a last-minute rush 
from 


those who planned to wait 
until 1940, 
| But all signs point to a second 


year regardless. The vast invest- 
ment by 20 or more large industrial 
companies is the most certain tipoff 
that one year would not be sufficient. 
| Spokesmen for several of the largest 
firms, with $2,000,000 or more sunk 
in their building and exhibits, claim 
they have pacts for two years, while 
others said they went in with the 
understanding that the exposition 
would run at least two years. 

The 1940 N.Y. state license plates, 
as in California, have been stamped 
' already, trailerizing the N.Y. Feir 
again, 


| a 


3 ARRESTED IN INDPLS. 
ON MANN ACT CHARGES 


Indianapolis, Aug. 22. 
Irwin Lewis, of New York, and 
John Norton, Detroit, have been or- 
dered held under $5,000 bond each 
for the Federal grand jury by U. 
S. Commissioner Fae Patrick in con- 





nection with a carnival nude show 
at Boonville, Ind., two weeks ago. 
| Lewis’ wife, Rose, was held under 


$1,000 bond. 
Three girls, one 14 and the others 


115 vears old, testified they were 
taken from Indiana to Pana, IIl.. as 


dancers in the show operated by the 
Lewises. Norton drove bus in 
which they traveled. 

FBI operatives arrested 
on Mann act allegations, 
time the law has been 
such a purpose in this 


the 


the 
the 
invoked 
State. 


trio 
fil st 
for 


SEEKS MEX EXPO PACTS 
San Franciseo, Aug. 22. 
Joe Lewel in town from Mexico 
City, attempting to line up conces- 
sions for 1940 Exposition in that city. 
Has granted option on amusement 
section to Walter K. Sibley 
of ‘Headless Woman’ 
Treasure Island. 


, operator 
show on 





Malvern Plays 


Continued from page 44 





the dealer willing to pay any price to 
buy him off, dead or alive 

Along with Knox, Sim makes his 
tired artist real; Frederick Bradshaw 
provides a neat picture as the deai- 
er’s front man; Margaret Withers has 
a delightful time as a tippling 
titled art columnist. 


Malvern, England 
In three ects (10 scenes). by } 
nd Ruby Miller; pre 
ert Staged by H K. Ayliff; at Mz ern 


and 


Aug. 11. 


Festival, Aug. 11, °39 

Cast: Sylvia Coleridge. Helena } A, 
lurgery Pickard, Margaret Withers Lu it- 

1d M Phyllis Shar H. RLF 

] le ever J | +1 

n; Hert Les I ‘ i 
4 nv « ‘ kurt ‘ J 

fer ] J k R ' I r Can 
June Melville. Olive Milbourne. De 

th Rosemary Sea Mi Me 

@éla Thom n Daphne H } Michael 
Darbyshire 

Structural weakness never allows 
this play to do more than lift its 
head. A herculean task, it winds a 
cumbersone way through 10 scenes. a 
mass Of cast and over a period of 
about 70 years. But the writers’ 
greatest error, perhaps, is in the 
play’s closer association with ships 


instead of people. 
keep warm, 

Play attempts to show the progress 
f the Hamiltons and their great fleet 
of ships. Interest of the sons is di- 
verted elsewhere; daughter has the 
business acumen and carries on the 
building of the name and its famous 
liners This character of Caroline 
Hamilton requires more than Sylvia 
Coleridge can give it. Play actually 
develops into a stagewait for the 
comedy appearances of Ernest The- 
siger, as the dyspeptic second son. 


A cold vehicle to 





Cross and Dunn now head the bill 
at Riley’s Lake House, Saratoga. with 
Jolly Coburn as the band Attraction. 


Othe rs in Snow include Jay and Le u 
Seiler, Evelyn and James Ve non, 
ind Joan Brandon, 
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